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Celebrating
Laurie
and
Diana’s
Next
Chapter!

s [ET3
ROt

Laurie Pecuch and Diana Imbrock will be
moving on to a new chapter in their lives
and ministry. (We won't call it retirement!)
We are celebrating God's faithfulness to
them and through them to generations of
youth at St. John's!

We'll have an oeen house celebration on
Sunday, May 25" from 2-4pm in the Shel-
ter House, weather permitting. They have
requested please no gifts.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: JUNE 12-26

Mark your calendars!!!

. True North Vacation Bible School
is coming to St. John’s
June 23"-26"
9:00am to noon.

We will be going into the great outdoors as we trust Jesus in
this wild world. All children ages 3 (potty trained) through 6™
grade are welcome. Please note that all children must be potty
trained in order to attend.

Online registration will open soon! Contact Christina Allman
at 614-519-8092 or at callman@stjohnsgc.org if you want to
volunteer or have any questions.




and stay connected with the church. If you'd like to know how you can ®
! o ®
Laurie 614-620-2669 and Diana 614-271-5775 ° ®

Relationships are important to us at St. John’s! “
We want to surround our children and youth with lots of faith-filled ‘0

relationships, of all ages, so that they might know the love of Jesus \ (4

make a difference in a young person’s life, stop by the youth office

on the second floor and talk to us!

CHILDREN’S CHOIR meets before Adventure Club and Faith Trek in the Chapel on Thursdays, starting
at 5pm. Children staying for youth groups are escorted down to the greeter’s table.
EXPLORERS AND ENERGIZERS for grades 7—8 and 9—12 meet weekly on Wednesdays, 7—8:30pm.

Wednesday nights are a great night to connect with others, make friends, and grow in faith. We do not
meet May 16th during Holy Week. Our last night for the school year is May 7th.

L &
4
,‘
.k ’ ‘ Graduation 2025 ? -

***The Graduation season is rapidly approaching and we like to recognize those in our congregation who
may be finishing their degrees. If you would like to recognize your post-high graduate, please send the
following information: student’s name, name of school, degree and major, to Diana Imbrock at
dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org, to be placed in the bulletins and Eagle.

***The congregation is invited to the GRADUATION BLESSING RECEPTION, Sunday, May 4th from
9:30 to 10:30 in the FLC. Visit with our graduating seniors to see where they will be going next.
Students will be available for prayers, good wishes and hugs!!! Come and bless our graduates and
share a light celebratory breakfast with us. We will also be recognizing our students in each of the
11:00 services that day. What a great time to encourage those in our faith webs!

5§l SF 2\

Connect your KROGER

@ Raise ng Nt 2] card with the COMMUNITY

REWARDS PROGRAM.

Go to https://www.kroger.com/
communityrewards.

p—

Simply the right way to fundraise

See Laurie Pecuch or Pam
Wittenberg on how your gift cards can
raise monies at no extra cost to you!

Our organization number is
EY530.

Shop at Kroger and a
ORDERS ARE PLACED Shopper's Card percentage comes back
THE FIRST TUESDAY to the youth at St. John's!
OF THE MONTH.




PRE-ORDER MOTHER’S DAY FLOWERS
Deadline: Sunday, May 4th

Your Name:

Your phone number:

Please mark item(s) you would like to order.

$30 A colorful spring mix of fresh flowers, arranged in a basket.

$30 A colorful spring mix of fresh flowers, arranged in a vase.

$25 Wrapped assortment of colorful fresh flowers to put in your
favorite vase.

$12 One Blooming flower in a basket with bow, to enjoy either
indoors or out.

$25 Two Blooming flowers in a tin, with bow.

$45 Garden mixed pot, assorted blooming annuals come in a
10-inch pot, ready to set on your porch.

Checks made out to: "St. John’s Lutheran”
3220 Columbus Street
Grove City, OH 43123

For specialty orders and delivery within the Grove City area,
call Rita Bausch at 614-701-8902
and be sure to mention "St. John’s Missions”.

Thanks for supporting Missions!



Mother’s Day Bouquets!

Be sure to get the flowers you want for that special mom, aunt, grandma, or
person in your faith web. There is a beautiful selection on the back of this page
for your pre-order. Happy Mother's Day
The drive-up sale will be on Mother’s Day weekend,
May 10" and 11", before and after all worship
services at the Shelter House. Pull up, pick out your
flowers, and we’ll bring them to your car! We will
have single carnations for $1 each, as well as some
of the arrangements listed below on the pre-order
form. There will be a limited number of these
flowers, so it’s best to pre-order to ensure you get
flowers for that special lady.

|

N}
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To preorder, simply fill out the pre-order form and drop it off in the church
office or place it in the offering plate. You can also email your order to
dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org by noon on Sunday, May 4th. The deadline for
pre-orders is Sunday, May 4th.

You can drive up and pick up your pre-ordered flowers at _the Shelter
House on Mother’s Day weekend, before and after all worship services.

Need your flowers BEFORE Mother’s Day weekend
OR would like to order something special?

For specialty orders or delivery, call Rita Bausch at 614-701-8902 and mention
“St. John’s Missions” when you order. Rita is a member of St. John’s and owner

of Prairie Flowers and Gifts. She is partnering with us on this sale.

Thank you, Rita!



WRAPPED IN Here’s a

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY spiritual Elizabeth Circle
. Contact
We are happy to teach anyone interested . groyvth goa_l. | Amy Shaw
how to knit or crochet. For more information, | Join a Circle of friends!

614-496-2890
call Glenda Allman at 614-352-5955

or Diana Imbrock at 614-271-5775. Joining our Circles is an
Praver Shawl . easy way to make new Monday, MAY 5 at 6:30pm
rayer Shaw Join us for the friends and grow
M"l'i” next meetings on | .. 1w Both Circles h .
W Saturday, pintually. both Lircies have Sarah Circle
@ MAY 10 at 9am evening meeting times and . Contac_:t.
._ and Tuesday, are held in rooms 103-4. Wilma Phillips
= My MAY 27 at 6pm Contact the leaders listed 614-875-7931
= ' in rooms 103-4 for more information.

Monday, MAY 26 at 7pm

RESPECT LIFE HOSTS BOTTLES FOR LIFE
“l am come that they may have life, and may have it more abundantly.” ~ John 10:10

Your St. John’s Respect Life team loves this verse! We are so thankful that our Lord

gives us life and seeks abundant life for every one of us. Sin militates against this

abundant life and reveals itself in many ways; neglect and abuse of children, the -
elderly, and other vulnerable people; human trafficking; abortion; suicide; and — R .
addiction; among others. For many people, such struggles as mental iliness and

poverty make it difficult to reach this abundant life.

We seek to promote the life Christ has for us. Recent projects of the committee have
included partnership with our local crisis pregnancy centers, a contribution toward
free ultrasound examinations of unexpected or challenging pregnancies, and an
anti-human-trafficking initiative.

How you can help:

o St. John’s will honor parents by again hosting the annual Bottles for Life Campaign from Mother’s Day
through Father’s Day. Pick up a colorful plastic baby bottle on Mother’s Day, May 11, to fill with change,
currency, and checks. Bring your Baby Bottle back on Father’s Day, June 15, with a donation for the
life-saving work of our local Pregnancy Decision Health Centers.

« Pray that vulnerable people are protected and God’s gifts of life is valued.

« Sign up for newsletters from Ohio Right to Life, the Pregnancy Decision Health Centers, and other

pro-life groups, which would be grateful for your prayers.

Join us! We meet on the fourth Monday of each month at St. John’s at 7 p.m. to share ideas, pray

together, and learn more about spreading God’s love to others. We would love to see you there!

THE COLUMBUS MINIATURE SOCIETY

|y The Columbus Miniature Society meets the third Saturday monthly at St.

|~ -4 John’s. Our next meeting will be on Saturday, May 17th in the FLC.

) |8 7 Refreshments are at 12:30pm. Club business begins at 1pm. This month,
| [ 1IJ |l immediately following the meeting, we will be assembling small favors that will
11 .tIV 1 , be given to the National Association of Miniature Enthusiasts (NAME) for their
LI1la 1< annual convention. The NAME Convention 2025 will be August 14-17 in
s U ( | .E T U Cincinnati, Ohio, and details can be found on their website, miniatures.org.

£ u
|
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Wationa[ /45506561&0!’1 Of If you have questions about joining us or participating in future
i %/] . Ciy [1 . workshops, please email Sheri at shp678@yahoo.com.
ttature Cnthusiasts




HYMNS FOR SUMMER

The music ministry at St. John’s is again giving worshippers the oppor-
tunity to suggest hymns for the traditional services during the summer.
So, if you have a favorite hymn that you would like to sing during the
summer, now is the time to make your suggestion.

There is a hymn suggestion box located near the North Entrance
© o of the Sanctuary. Just take one of the sheets on top of the box,
write the name of the hymn on it, and drop it in the box.

The box will be there through the end of May. We will try to
use as many of those suggestions as we can.

@
O ./7 . Thank you,
- N o /%/‘é /%a@e/‘

4 a O Music Director.

OWLS EVENT—MAY 16, 2025
The OWLS (Older Wiser Lutheran Seniors) welcome you to join us for our speaker and lunch -regardless of
your age!! We are excited to introduce you to our speaker and hope you will be too!! The world was in a
very dark place during World War Il. We have heard many stories from our family members who served but
we have invited the daughters of CAPTAIN DURRETT FARRMER, RN, ANC, U.S. ARMY NURSE,
FORMER AMERICAN PRISIONER OF WAR OF THE JAPANESE. We hope you will mark your calendar
now and plan to join us.

The OWLS will provide fried chicken and meat loaf for our potluck lunch,

but we ask you to bring a covered dish and join your friends (old and
new) for a delicious lunch and a wonderful program. Please plan to
arrive around 11:15 am so we can open the meeting at 11:30 am. Use

the salmon insert in Sunday’s bulletin to make your reservation so the

LUTHERANS group can plan accordingly. You can also call the office or Bonnie
Swanson at 614-562-8002. Hope to see you there!

Want to check the Quilters out? We always welcome visitors.

_\/I_ v Please come in just once in a while if you are unable to come in
b 4 A weekly. You may visit as long as you wish and as often as you
! L wish. If you would like to learn more about quilting, there are boxes

of material divided by color, just waiting for you to choose your

colors and make a quilt for any charity. We have a large box of
adult-themed Christmas quilt material if you are interested in making an adult Christmas quilt. You may
make a small 36” X 45” quilt or larger quilt. Come in, join in the conversations and sit for a while. Your visit
is always welcome. Remember, a visit is not a commitment.

We have empty chairs just waiting for you at the quilting frame if you are interested in learning to
hand quilt.

Want to play with scissors? We have stamps to cut and trim for our Wounded Soldier Project. We
always need more material cut into 6” squares.

If you have any greeting cards, new or used, please donate them to the Quilters. If the cards are
ones you have received, we can still use them! We forward the cards to a craftsperson, Jenny D., who
redesigns them and makes them into new cards. Some of the new cards are given to nursing home
patients within our local area. Others are sold at the Grove City Cancer Thrift Shop at a greatly reduced
price. Please place your new and used cards in the Quilters’ cabinet in the Link. Thanks for your donations!

The Quilters welcome you to come and visit. We meet every Tuesday from 9:30am to 1:00pm or
thereabouts in rooms 103-104. We furnish all supplies and materials.

Philippians 2:4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to interest of others.
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MEMBERSHIP CLASS and NEW MEMBERS’ RECEPTION IN JUNE

A Membership Class will be held at 12:15 p.m. on Sunday, June 1. We’'ll start with lunch together in room
103-4. All visitors to our congregation, our newest members, and all potential members are invited to come!
The classes will cover Christian mission at St. John’s, and we’ll be able to answer any questions you have
about our congregation and our Lutheran Christian heritage. We will formally receive new members into our
congregation during the 11:00 a.m. traditional worship service on Sunday, June 8. We hope you can
come!

Are you looking for a church home, or do you have questions about our congregation? Call Pastor Seth or
Pastor Patti (614-875-2314) any time.

BIBLE STUDY FOR WOMEN
ABOUT THE WOMEN OF THE BIBLE.

Women's Bible Study resumes on Thursday, May 1 at 3:00 and 6:00 pm in
the Chapel. If you haven't received the rest of your study materials, they are
in Pastor Patti's office. Please pick up before the 1st. Looking forward to
resuming where we left off! ~ Pastor Patti

WEDNESDAY TWICE-A-MONTH PRAYER GROUP

All are welcome to join the St. John’s prayer group. In addition to saying prayers
together for God’s Church, for the world, for healing, and for any issues we’d like
to share with the group, we’ll also be praying for all the members of St. John’s by
name from week to week over the course of five months. All are welcome to jump
into this group at any time! We meet in the Chapel.

Final Meeting: May 14 at 6:30pm

CONGRATULATIONS, CONFIRMANDS!

The following five St. John’s confirmation students will publicly affirm their baptism at worship on May 18th:

Matthew Castle Jack Mawhorr
Riley Millet Ben Previts
Colton Thompson

For the past two years these students have been engaged
in a regular discipline of prayer, bible study, classroom
» discussion and service activities. We should be very proud
A\ , ﬁ of them (and their parents) for their work and commitment!
COM ,‘ma t’Oh Please keep our confirmands in your prayers, that they will
\L j ) continue to build their lives on the Rock, Jesus Christ our
, Risen Lord.

CONFIRMATION FAITH CELEBRATION: MAY 18TH

Come share your support and encouragement with our confirmation students as they share their faith in
Christ in a very special way between 9:30 and 10:30 am in the Family Life Center on Sunday, May 18th.
Smoothies and cake will be provided!




SECURITY TEAM MEMBER WANTED!

Due to a recent vacancy, the Security Team is searching for a new member.
The duties include:

e Walking the interior and exterior of the building

e Turning off lights

e Checking the doors are locked, and locking them where needed

e Noting when things need to be fixed.

The schedule for the team member is 14 days rotation, and typically takes an
hour each night. The compensation is $12/hr.

If interested, please contact the office: secretary@stjohnsgc.org, 614-875-2314.

MEMORIAL GIFTS GIVEN AS OF APRIL 13TH, 2025

Memorial Fund

Given in memory of Kimberly Love-Smith by Ed and Glenda Sheets

Given in memory of Nancy Kinman by Carl Patzer; Jim and Carol Rorick; Janice Schmidt; and Erle and
Judy Taylor

Given in memory of Rev. Dr. Ronald Warren by Joyce Pope; Jim and Carol Rorick; Raymond and Karen
Bentley; Robert and Borgne McClelland; Heide Gauerke; Donald Hintze; Erle and Judy Taylor; and
anonymous donors

Bed Brigade
Given in memory of Nancy Kinman by Averil MacKenzie

Memorial Fund, Youth Ministry
Given in memory of Marian Walsh by Raymond and Karen Bentley

Handbells
Given in memory of Nancy Kinman by Lorina Alimon
Given in memory of Theresa R. Stanton by Lorina Allmon

OWLS
Given in memory of Nancy Kinman by Dellno and Betty Lewis
Given in memory of Nancy Kinman by Sarah Circle

Sunday School
Given in memory of Rev. Dr. Ronald Warren by Averil MacKenzie

NOTES OF THANKS:

Thank you, thank you to all who came for fun and fellowship to the Chris Cakes Pancake Dinner for
Mexico Missions! We are very appreciative of your continued support. May God continue to shower His
grace and love on you all! []

Sincere thanks to all of our many volunteers who helped make the Irish concert a
success and a very special evening. Because of his generous stepping into the
breech at the last moment we were unable to recognize him at the concert, but
thank you Hunter Thompson for taking on official photographer duties for the
evening. Finally, donations from a very informal free will offering totaled over $200
for our Mexican missions.

| apologize for this being so late, but my gratitude for the love and support of the St. John’s family at the
time of my husband Ron’s death is immeasurable. The many cards, hugs, and kind words have meant so
much to me. Thank you for truly being the body of Christ for me and my family. Thank you, thank you.
Neva Warren




Letter from our Youth Leaders

Dear family in Christ,

Diana and | are filled with thanks and gratitude, as we reflect on our time at St. John’s working with
the children, youth, and families! It's hard to believe but retirement, for both of us, is just around the
corner at the end of May. We want to thank you for your faithfulness, prayers, support, and love
over the years. We have been truly blessed, and God has indeed been so good and faithful!

On that note, we are excited to announce the team of interim adult leaders from St. John’s who will
be partnering with you to continue ministering to our children and youth. These leaders have
prayerfully accepted the call to work with you until a new permanent youth leader has been hired.

So, with great joy and confidence, we “pass the baton” on to...Christina Allman, Donna Westerfeld,
Gini Rogers, and Megan Grossman.

Christina will be the Interim Director for Grades K — 6/Families and the Administrative Point Person
for the youth department. Her role will be part-time, averaging 30 hours per week. Christina’s focus
will be leading the Adventure Club and Faith Trek team, supporting adult volunteers, summer
programming, supporting the interim youth staff, and doing all the administrative tasks that go
through the youth office (which is quite a list).

Donna will be serving as the Interim Director for Grades 7 — 8. She will also be assisting with
Grades 5 — 6. Donna’s role will be part-time, averaging 10 to 15 hours per week. Her main focus
will be leading Explorers, summer programming and special events, as well as co-teaching with
Gini for Summer Sunday School. When she’s not at St. John’s, she is the Operations Lead for
Cover My Meds and has two children who are currently in the seventh and eighth grade.

Gini has been serving as our interim High School Youth Director for almost two years. She’s been
doing a great job leading Sunday School, Energizers, Bible Study, summer events and special
events throughout the year. Gini is part-time, averaging 10 to 20 hours per week, depending on the
season. When she’s not at St. John’s, she is a high school teacher with Groveport Madison.

Megan will be increasing her current part-time position as Lay Ministry Director. She will be
supporting the student-led service projects that have been an important part of building
servant-leaders for the church.

In the days ahead, we ask that you take the time to introduce yourself to Christina, Donna, Gini,
and Megan. They are faithful, trustworthy, good people. You can count on them. We have worked
alongside them over the years and treasure each of them in our faith web. We especially
encourage you to give them your prayers and support.

God has been so faithful. And oh, so good.

Because He lives,

Laurie Pecuch and Diana Imbrock




ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF

614-875-2314
217-255-2118

Seth Jersild, Senior Pastor
sjersild@stjohnsgc.org

614-875-2314
740-405-1548

Patricia A. Morlock, Assoc. Pastor
pmorlock@stjohnsgc.org

Tim Allman 614-875-2314
Sunday School Superintendent
Jason Bosse, Facilities Manager 614-441-1203
jbosse@stjohnsgc.org

Megan Grossman 614-875-2314
Lay Ministry Director, mgrossman@stjohnsgc.org

Nick Grossman 614-875-2314

Contemporary Worship Leader

Diana Imbrock 614-271-5775
Part-time Youth Director, dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org

Susan Locey 614-208-8215

Bell Choir Director

Mark Meuser 614-875-2314

Director of Music Ministries
mmeuser@stjohnsgc.org

Kathryn Mullins 614-875-2314
Office Administrator, secretary@stjohnsgc.org

Laurie Pecuch 614-620-2669
Part-time Children and Family Director
Ipecuch@stjohnsgc.org

Gini Rogers 614-875-2314
Interim Youth Director, ginidrogers@gmail.com

David Shrum
Contemporary Music Leader

614-875-2314

Jamie Wise, Recorder 614-875-2314

jwise@stjohnsgc.org

Our Christian Sympathy
is extended to

To the family and friends of Lew McCreary,
who passed away on February 22, 2025.

to the family and friends of Marian Walsh,
who passed away on April 7, 2025.

To the family and friends of Marty French,
who passed away on March 11;
and Pat Esposito, who passed away on
April 9; both cousins of Mike Esposito.

All who grieve are in our

hearts and prayers.

_
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JOIN US FOR WEEKLY WORSHIP

Traditional Worship:

Saturdays at 4:00pm,

Sundays at 8:15am & 11am
Contemporary Worship: Sundays at 11am

Join us each week during the
Sunday School Hour!

We would like to welcome all children ages 2 and
up who are not already attending to join us
during the Sunday School Hour from
9:30-10:30am each Sunday.

Parents are encouraged to join one of our adult
classes. There's even one that focuses on
parenting related topics.

If you have any questions, please see Tim Allman
or a member of the youth staff.

We look forward to seeing you!!

Church Office hours are
Monday through Friday, 8am to 4pm.

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
Officers: Aaron Clark, Council President; David

The article deadline for the JUNE Eagle is
MAY 10TH.

Email announcements & articles to
secretary@stjohnsgc.org
or leave a handwritten copy in the church office.

Clark, Vice President; Rachel Katterhenrich,
Secretary; Kathy Myers, Treasurer.
Members-At-Large: Cindy Gonsowski, Abby

Johnston, Doug Knisley, Phil Pennington, Gary
Smith, Bonnie Swanson, Amy Wanner, Paul
Wittenberg.
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Letter from the Associate Pastor

A Story by Max Lucado goes something like this: The Angel Gabriel volunteered to take his
apprentice on a tour of all God’s treasures. “I'd like to show you the greatest work to come from the
hand of the father,” he said. And in an instant the two were near the surface of the sun. “This ball
of flames emits enough light for the entire earth. Remove this star and the entire earth will freeze.”
And the younger angel nodded, “I can see why you think this is God’s greatest work.” Gabriel
exclaimed, “Oh no. The sun is a great work, but it's not the greatest. Come with me.” A moment
later, the two were standing on the peak of Mt. Everest. “Behold the strength of God’s Mountain.
For thousands of years blasted by blizzards, assailed by storms, yet she will not budge.” The
apprentice nodded in awe. “God’s greatest work indeed.” Again, Gabriel responded, “No, this is a
great work, but to see the greatest work, follow me.”

With the wave of his hand, Gabriel and his apprentice found themselves in an elementary school
auditorium where they took their seats amid a room full of women who were watching a school
musical. “Behold the greatest work of God,” Gabriel whispered as he gestured. “Mothers.”

“Note how she has 180 moveable parts. Two arms that work as six, two eyes that function as four.
And two ears that can simultaneously hear what her friend bought on sale, what her husband
wants for dinner and what her sons are whispering about the mischief they will get into when they
go out tonight.”

“She can exist on black coffee and leftovers, drive an SUV with one hand and apply eye liner with
the other. She’s able to feed a family of five with a pound of hamburger, and her kiss cures
everything from a skinned knee to a broken heart.” “All this comes standard?” the apprentice
asked. “Yes, but don’t be fooled. There’s nothing standard about this creation. Look deep within
her very soul.” They both gasped at what they saw. For her warmth was warmer than the sun they
had just seen, and her strength was stronger that the mountain of Everest. And there near her
heart was of all things, an ocean. Gabriel pointed out this feature and said, “The Lord has placed
one within each mother.” And about that time, the mother sat up straight as a pig-tailed girl began
to sing. Moisture from the ocean began to fill the eyes of the proud mother who watched. “God had
to give them an ocean of tears,” Gabriel whispered, “For their love is that deep.”

We celebrate Mother’s Day and the whole host of emotions that come with it. For some, whose
mothers have gone before them, there is a bitter-sweet nostalgia in remembering the woman she
was. For others, those whose mothers are still on this earth, the relationship can be joy-filled,
strained, and complicated, all at the same time. For those who are mothers themselves, the joys
and sorrows are an endless reminder of the gift we have been given to be called mom. For those
whose dream of motherhood has yet to be realized, be patient and be still in the Lord. And for
those who are expecting, whether for the first time or not, treasure the miracle of your body as you
grow a new human being. Happy May, and Happy Mother’s Day.

Pacstor Patte




