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2025 - Central Ohio Hoop-A-Thon 
 

Come Hoop- It- Up with us to raise money to support the Huntington's 
Disease Society of America's mission: To Improve the lives of everyone 
impacted by HD. Join us for a fun filled afternoon of shooting basket-
balls, live DJ, bouncy house for kids, raffle prizes, food and more! See 
You On The Court! 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church FLC 
Saturday, April 5, 2025 from 10:00am-2:00pm 

 

Visit the website to register and donate and support this amazing 
cause:  
https://centralohio.hdsa.org/events/2025-central-ohio-hoop-a-thon 



 
ADVENTURE CLUB and FAITH TREK meet weekly on Thursdays, 5:45pm - 7:15pm. The greeter’s    
table opens at 5:30pm. Suggested donation for the evening meal is $3. Adventure Club is for ages 4 
through 4th grade. Faith Trek is for 5th and 6th grade. We would love for you to join us! We do not meet 
on Maundy Thursday, April 17th. Our last night of the school year is April 24th.  
 
LEGO CLUB is back! Sunday, April 13th from noon to 2:30pm. Pizza provided. All ages welcomed. 
Parents and faith-webbing Adults are welcome, too!  
 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR meets before Adventure Club and Faith Trek in the Chapel on Thursdays, starting 
at 5pm. Children staying for youth groups are escorted down to the greeter’s table.  
 
EXPLORERS and ENERGIZERS for grades 7—8 and 9—12 meet weekly on Wednesdays, 7—8:30pm. 
Wednesday nights are a great night to connect with others, make friends, and grow in faith. We do not 
meet April 16th during Holy Week. Our last night for the school year is May 7th. 
 
RAISE RIGHT gift card orders are placed on the first Tuesday of every month. You can use these 
cards personally and they also make great gifts. Talk to Pam Wittenberg on how you can order physical 
cards and/or order e-gift cards and how to re-load your cards online. Raise Right gives a percentage for 
each card ordered back to St. John’s. Monies raised help to offset the costs of the children and youth   
programming that is not covered by the church budget. Thanks for your support! 
 
KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS! Thanks to the 82 households who are 
connected with the Kroger Community Rewards Program. Because of you, 
this past quarter, $382.20 was donated back to “St. John’s Youth Ministries”. 
If you haven’t connected yet, it’s so easy. Google “Kroger Community        
Rewards Program” and follow their prompts. Our organization number is 
EY530. Every time you shop, you’re giving back. At no extra cost to you! 
Thanks for your continual support!  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Relationships are important to us at St. John’s!  
 

We want to surround our children and youth with lots of faith-filled  

relationships, of all ages, so that they might know the love of Jesus  

and stay connected with the church. If you’d like to know how you can  

make a difference in a young person’s life, stop by the youth office  

on the second floor and talk to us!  
 

Laurie 614-620-2669 and Diana 614-271-5775 

Connect your KROGER  
card with the COMMUNITY  

REWARDS PROGRAM.  
 

Go to https://www.kroger.com/
communityrewards.  

 

Our organization number is 
EY530.  

 

Shop at Kroger and a  
percentage comes back  

to the youth at St. John’s! 

See Laurie Pecuch or Pam  
Wittenberg on how your gift cards can 
raise monies at no extra cost to you! 

 
ORDERS ARE PLACED  
THE FIRST TUESDAY  

OF THE MONTH.  



FIRST COMMUNION CLASS: SUNDAY, APRIL 6
TH 

 

Pastor Jersild will be leading a class on Holy Communion for children on Sunday, April 6
th
 at church from 

12:15—1:45 p.m. The class will be geared towards 5
th 

grade students; however, younger children who have 
expressed a serious desire to receive the sacrament are welcome to participate (as are older youths who 
have not yet received this instruction). We ask that at least one adult be present at the class with each 
child.  

 

We’ll meet in the Confirmation Classroom on the third floor of the Education Wing. At 
the end of the class, parents and students will discuss whether the student is ready to 
receive the sacrament. Those who are ready will participate in their first communion at 
the 11:00 traditional worship service on Sunday, April 13

th
 (Palm Sunday).  

 

Please call Pastor Seth (217-255-2118) or the church office (614-875-2314) if you have 
any questions regarding your child’s participation in the class. 

WRAPPED IN  
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

 
We are happy to teach anyone interested 

how to knit or crochet. For more information,  
call Glenda Allman at 614-352-5955  
or Diana Imbrock at 614-271-5775. 

 
Join us for the  

next meetings on  
Saturday,  

APRIL 12 at 9am  
and Tuesday,  

APRIL 22 at 6pm  
in rooms 103-4 

Here’s a  

spiritual  

growth goal:  
Join a Circle of friends! 

 

Joining our Circles is an 

easy way to make new 

friends and grow  

spiritually. Both Circles have  

evening meeting times and 

are held in rooms 103-4. 

Contact the leaders listed 

for more information. 

Elizabeth Circle  
Contact  

Amy Shaw 
614-496-2890 

 
Monday, APRIL 7 at 6:30pm  

Sarah Circle  
Contact 

Wilma Phillips 
614-875-7931 

 
Monday, APRIL 28 at 7pm  

 
 

Graduation 2025 
 

***The Graduation season is rapidly approaching and we like to recognize those in our congregation 
who may be finishing their degrees. If you would like to recognize your post-high graduate, please 
send the following information: student’s name, name of school, degree and major, to Diana Imbrock 
at dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org, to be placed in the bulletins and Eagle.  

 

***The congregation is invited to the GRADUATION BLESSING RECEPTION, Sunday, May 4th from 
9:30 to 10:30 in the FLC. Visit with our graduating seniors to see where they will be going next.    
Students will be available for prayers, good wishes and hugs!!! Come and bless our graduates and 
share a light celebratory breakfast with us. We will also be recognizing our students in each of the 
11:00 services that day. What a great time to encourage those in our faith webs!  



THE COLUMBUS  
MINIATURE SOCIETY  

 
The Columbus Miniature Society 
meets the third Saturday monthly 
at St. John’s in rooms 103-4.  
 
Refreshments are at 12:30pm. The 
Club Business meeting begins at 
1:00pm, followed by a $5 workshop.  
 
Our next meeting will be on Saturday, 
April 19th. This month’s workshop will 
be making mini record players.  

 
 
 

All are  
welcome  
to attend! 

 
 
 

If you are interested in participating in 
the workshop, please email Sheri at 
shp678@yahoo.com by April 16th so 
we can prepare the correct amount of 
materials. 

RESPECT LIFE  
 

Spring is a great time to take on a new ministry!  
 

If you're considering St. John's Respect Life Team, here are some 
ways to get involved: 
 

 Pray for the ministry, and for all those involved with pro-life 
causes: Columbus' Pregnancy Decision Help Centers (PDHC), 
its staff and volunteers, and those they serve; legislators called 
to make decisions about abortion, human trafficking, and other 
life areas; and others on the front lines, fighting substance 
abuse and trafficking. 

 Consider joining the team at the church on the fourth Monday of 
each month, at 7 p.m. 

 Contact your senator and representative, asking them to        
consider each person's right to life and liberty as they weigh 
their decisions. 

 If you wish to donate to Respect Life, just indicate that on your 
offering to St. John's. Funds will be used for our projects or     
donated to one of our partners, such as PDHC, The Refuge     
(a men's addiction recovery program), or an anti-trafficking 
group. 

 Diapers or other baby or maternity products can be placed in the 
Respect Life cupboard in the Link, and will be donated to PDHC. 

 

Thank you for your heart for some of "the least of these", 
 

Your Respect Life Team 



QUILTERS-2025 APRIL EAGLE  
 
 Would you like to learn the art of hand quilting? We have chairs 
and friendship waiting for you. Hand quilting results in a heirloom  
generations will cherish.  
 

 If you have any greeting cards, new or ones that you have received and you no longer want them, 
you could donate them to the Quilters. We pass them on to the Grove City Cancer Thrift Shop. The new 
cards are sold at the shop for a greatly reduced price. If the cards are ones you have received, we forward 
only the decorative front. A craftsperson, Jenny D., redesigns them and makes them into new cards which 
are sold at the shop and proceeds are given to Hope 62. Some of the cards are given to nursing home  
patients in Hilliard. Please place your unused cards and card fronts in the Quilters’ cabinet in the Link. 
Thanks for your donations. 
 
 The Quilters are a small group who meet every Tuesday from 9:30am to 1:00pm in rooms 103-104. 
We are neither clock watchers nor time-card punchers, so come in anytime and leave early. We eat our 
packed lunches around 11:30am. The quilts we make are for the Christmas sale, Bed Brigade, charities or 
other requests. We hand quilt on commission, also. If you wish to be involved with the making of the quilts, 
there are many different stages you may choose to do. We need to choose the material, cut the squares, 
arrange the squares into a quilt, sew the squares together, tie the layers together, measure and cut the 
edges, and sew the bindings and hems. Another option is after selecting your material, you may finish the 
quilt at home. All materials are provided. 
 

Lord, please show me how to serve You by helping others. Amen 

OWLS EVENT — APRIL 25, 2025 
 
The OWLS (Older Wiser Lutheran Seniors) welcome you to join us for our 
speaker and lunch -regardless of your age!! This month we are proud to 
host Hannah Wittenberg who just happens to be the daughter of Paul and 
Pam and granddaughter of Janet. After many months spent in North Africa 
with her team praying for people and sharing the Gospel as much as they 

were able, she is home! Hannah recently said “Yes!” to being a full-time missionary in the 10/40 window 
with MAPS Global - a Christian missions organization that trains missionaries to pray, preach, and sing in 
the most unreached regions of the Earth. You don’t want to miss her story!!!!! 
 
The OWLS will provide fried chicken and meat loaf for our potluck lunch, but we ask you to bring a covered 
dish and join your friends (old and new) for a delicious lunch and a wonderful program. Please plan to  
arrive around 11:15 am so we can open the meeting at 11:30 am. Use the salmon sheet in Sunday’s  
bulletin to make your reservation so the group can plan accordingly. You can also call the office or Bonnie 
Swanson at 614-562-8002. 

Hope to see you there! 

WEDNESDAY TWICE-A-MONTH  
PRAYER GROUP  

 
All are welcome to join the St. John’s prayer group.  
In addition to saying prayers together for God’s Church, 
for the world, for healing, and for any issues we’d like to 
share with the group, we’ll also be praying for all the 
members of St. John’s by name from week to week over 
the course of five months. All are welcome to jump into 
this group at any time! We meet in the Chapel. 
 
Meeting Nights and Times: 

 April 2 at 7:00pm  April 30 at 6:30pm 
 April 16 at 6:30pm May 14 at 6:30pm 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
 

St. John’s will be hosting a Red Cross Blood 
Drive in the Family Life Center on  
TUESDAY, April 22 from 12-6 pm.  

 
 

To schedule your  
appointment, call  

1-800-RED-CROSS  
or visit RedCrossBlood.org  

and use sponsor code: 
StJohnsGC 



Adventure Club  
Given in memory of Nancy Kinman by Debbie Abbitt  
 
Kitchen Renovation Fund  
Given in memory of Nancy Kinman by Debbie Abbitt  
 
Good Samaritan Fund  
Given in memory of Rev. Dr. Ronald Warren by  

Susan Koehler  
Given in memory of Rev. Dr. Ronald Warren by 

Keith and Jane Stenerson  
 
Playground Fund  
Given in memory of Greg Allen by Gary Allen  

MEMORIAL GIFTS GIVEN AS OF MARCH 9TH, 2025  
 
Bed Brigade Fund  
Given in memory of Nancy Kinman by Raymond and Karen Bentley, Viola Davis, 

Cheryl Thompson, Kevin and Holly Starr, Marilyn Wright, Keith and Jane 
Stenerson, Susan Koehler, Kimberly Hostet, Charlotte Rausch, John and    
Judy Lechner, Nancy Long, Wilma Phillips, Tammy and Jeff Stenerson, 
David and Marcia Maronek, and Bonnie Swanson.  

Given in memory of Rev. Dr. Ronald Warren by Beth Katterhenrich  

 

NEW ACOLYTE CANDLESTICK LIGHTERS 
have been kindly given by Jeff and Gayla        
Anderson. These candlesticks honor the 
memory of parents, Gail and Rosemary  
Turnbull, who lives were a bright shining  
example of His light and love to the children 
and youth at St. John’s. To God be the glory! 
 
“To our St. Johns' family, we extend to you our heart felt         
gratefulness for your love, support and prayers during the loss of 
our mother and grandmother, Nancy Kinman. The outpouring of 
love was deeply felt and appreciated more than you will ever 
know. We would like to thank the funeral committee for the  
beautiful luncheon where we could gather and share our love of 
mom with our loved ones and church family, enjoying a delicious 
meal prepared by those of you in our congregation. Pastor Patti, 
we are grateful to you for the beautiful service that you led for 
mom and the support provided to our family. Mom was also 
blessed by getting to take communion just a week before she 
went to her eternal glory, thank you to our home bound  
communion committee. Thank you and may you all know the 
depth of how your acts of service touch those of us during our 
times of need. God bless you all, with much love,” ~ the Kinman 
Family. 
 
“I appreciate the prayers as I have been experiencing some  
difficulties. They came at a really good time.” ~ Kathleen Kindler. 
 
“Just a little note of thanks for the Pastors and church family. I 
don’t even know what to say, but thanks so much and bless every 
one of my church family. Everyone has always been good to me, 
and I am so thankful. Love you all,” ~ Ruth Emmelhainz.  

Memorial Fund  
Given in memory of Nancy Kinman by Beth        

Katterhenrich, Richard and Shelah Stage,  
and Mary Lou Mauch.  

Given in memory of Rev. Dr. Ronald Warren by 
Greg and Sandra Klepzig & family, Karen 
Klepzig, Dellno and Betty Lewis, Richard 
and Shelah Stage, Charlotte Schobeloch & 
family, Wilma Phillips, Bonnie Swanson, 
and Mary Lou Mauch.  

Given in memory of Velma Canter by Ed and     
Glenda Sheets  

 
 

 

SECURITY TEAM MEMBER 
WANTED! 

 
 

Due to a recent vacancy, the  
Security Team is searching for a new 
member.  
The duties include: 

• Walking the interior and exterior of 
the building 

• Turning off lights 

• Checking the doors are locked, 
and locking them where needed 

• Noting when things need to be 
fixed. 

The schedule for the team member is 
14 days rotation, and typically takes 
an hour each night. The  
compensation is $12/hr.  
 

If interested, please contact the office: 
secretary@stjohnsgc.org,  

614-875-2314. 





 

OUR LENTEN JOURNEY, 2025 

“Living as Disciples in an 

Unchristian World” 
 

LENT MIDWEEK WORSHIP 
SERVICES:  

March 12—April 9 at 12 noon 
and 6:15pm  

 
Join us on Wednesdays in Lent 
as we are reminded of who we 
are and what we have been given in Christ.  

 

HOLY WEEK  
April 13—20 

April 13—Palm Sunday  
April 17—Maundy Thursday worship at 7:00pm with 

Holy Communion 
April 18—Good Friday worship at 12 noon and 7:00pm 
April 19—Saturday Evening traditional worship at 

4:00pm 
April 20—Traditional Easter Worship at 8:15am  
 Combined Easter Worship at 11:00am 



JOIN US FOR WEEKLY WORSHIP 
 

Traditional Worship:  
 Saturdays at 4:00pm,  
 Sundays at 8:15am & 11am 
Contemporary Worship: Sundays at 11am 
 

Lenten Weekday Worship:  
 Wednesdays at 12pm & 6:30pm 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
Officers: Aaron Clark, Council President; David 
Clark, Vice President; Rachel Katterhenrich,  
Secretary; Kathy Myers, Treasurer. 
Members-At-Large: Cindy Gonsowski, Abby  
Johnston, Doug Knisley, Phil Pennington, Gary 
Smith, Bonnie Swanson, Amy Wanner, Paul  
Wittenberg. 

Church Office hours are  

Monday through Friday, 8am to 4pm. 

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL  
LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 

 
Seth Jersild, Senior Pastor  614-875-2314 
sjersild@stjohnsgc.org 217-255-2118 
 
Patricia A. Morlock, Assoc. Pastor 614-875-2314 
pmorlock@stjohnsgc.org 740-405-1548 
 
Tim Allman 614-875-2314 
Sunday School Superintendent  
 
Jason Bosse, Facilities Manager 614-441-1203 
jbosse@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Megan Grossman 614-875-2314 
Lay Ministry Director, mgrossman@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Nick Grossman 614-875-2314 
Contemporary Worship Leader  
 
Diana Imbrock  614-271-5775 
Part-time Youth Director, dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Susan Locey 614-208-8215 
Bell Choir Director 
 
Mark Meuser 614-875-2314 
Director of Music Ministries 
mmeuser@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Kathryn Mullins 614-875-2314 
Office Administrator, secretary@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Laurie Pecuch  614-620-2669 
Part-time Children and Family Director 
lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Gini Rogers 614-875-2314 
Interim Youth Director, ginidrogers@gmail.com  
 
David Shrum 614-875-2314 
Contemporary Music Leader 
 
Jamie Wise, Recorder 614-875-2314 
jwise@stjohnsgc.org 

Our Christian Sympathy  
is extended to 

 

to the family and friends of Nancy Kinman, 
who died February 15, 2025.  

 

to the family and friends of  
Rev. Dr. Ron Warren 

who died February 16, 2025.  
 

All who grieve are in our  
hearts and prayers. 

The article deadline for the JUNE Eagle is  

APRIL 10TH.  
Email announcements & articles to  

secretary@stjohnsgc.org  
or leave a handwritten copy in the church office. 

Join us each week during the  
Sunday School Hour!  

 

We would like to welcome all children ages 2 and 
up who are not already attending to join us  

during the Sunday School Hour from  
9:30-10:30am each Sunday.  

 

Parents are encouraged to join one of our adult  
classes. There's even one that focuses on  

parenting related topics.  
 

If you have any questions, please see Tim Allman  
or a member of the youth staff.  

 

We look forward to seeing you!!  



 
Christ is risen! The victory shout will rise up from believers around the world this month. 
 

When the followers of Jesus heard the news of the resurrection, their first response was  
terror [Mark 16:8]. As they walked to the tomb that morning, they were certainly sad. But as 
heartbroken as they were, they could at least be sure (or so they thought) that the “Jesus 
chapter” of their lives was closed. Now, at least, they were going to be able to move on with 
their lives.  
 

But then, in light of the angel’s pronouncement, “He is risen,” everything changed. The 
empty tomb upended all their comfortable certainties regarding how the universe worked. 
The story of Jesus was not over. In fact, he was God! With all he had done among them—
with all his words and deeds—he had been showing them the way, the truth, and the life, 
and that “no one comes to the Father but by him.” They could no longer walk away from 
him, or avoid his total claim on them. They couldn’t go back to their old lives. 
 

Easter tells us that life is not a book that we are writing for ourselves, on our own schedule. 
We can’t take up the pen and put it down on our terms. God is the author, and he has  
written a new surprise ending to this world. His book is still open, and all we can do is follow 
Jesus, seek to do his will each day, and trust that he will provide us with all we need as we 
reach out to others in his name. 
 

The prospect of life being such an open book can be frightening. Now we have to live by 
faith rather than by our certainties. We have to lean on the living God “whose ways are not 
our ways,” rather than our earthly crutches. We can’t pride ourselves on how much we think 
we know about anyone, or anything anymore. What we do know with certainty is that Jesus 
is calling us out of our tombs every day: “Come out!” Will we try to stay comfortable in our 
personal bubbles, or will we remember the empty tomb of Christ, who has our future in his 
hands? 
 

His Easter victory reminds us who we are. Do we belong to this world, which is passing 
away? “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For 
I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” [Romans 
8:37-39] 
 

I’m excited when I think of St. John’s moving forward as a congregation powered by the  
resurrection, letting go of the past and reaching out to the people of Grove City with the love 
of Jesus. He is risen indeed! 
 

In Christ, 

The Eagle 
April 2025 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  

3220 Columbus St., Grove City, Ohio  

www.stjohnsgc.org 614/875-2314 

Letter from the Pastor 

Pastor Seth  


