NEWS NOTES
March 29-30, 2025
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
(614) 875-2314 | www.stjohnsgc.org | secretary@stjohnsgc.org

Senior Pastor Seth Jersild | (217)-255-2118 | sjersild@stjohnsgc.org
Associate Pastor Patti Morlock | (740)-405-1548 | pmorlock@stjohnsgc.org

Mark Meuser, Difector of Music Ministry
Nick Grossman and David Shrum, Contemporary Worship Leaders
Susan Locey, Director of Celebration Ringers

g3 SERVING TODAY ®»

Greeters

4:00pm: Volunteers Needed

8:15am: Carol Penrod

11:00am MD: Shirley Blake
ND: Christine Hank

Ushers
8:15am: Steve Marcum, David

Sweeley, Hunter Thompson
11:00am: Rick Butsko, Don Carducci,

Bill Diehl, Tom Lang

Readers
4:00pm:  Chris Jenkins
8:15am: Gary Smith

11:00am: Sheryl Fraley

Contemporary: Lydia Shrum, Cindy Dye

Altar Guild

Bill and Linda Diehl

Paul and Pam Wittenberg
Contemporary Prep: Cindy Dye

Acolytes
8:15am: Cordelia Wanner, Truman

Allman
11:00am: Levi Greer, Lukas Althoff

Communion Assistants

4:00pm: Bill Woodgeard

8:15am: Joel Baughman, Teresa
Orahood

11:00am: Ron Nighbert, Dan Yeater

Contemporary: Cindy Dye, Beth
Katterhenrich, Gini Rogers

DEDICATIONS GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD:

ALTAR FLOWERS: Given by Dellno and Betty Lewis.

LECTERN AND PULPIT FLOWERS: In memory of Dr. Michael B. Thompson. Given

by Laura Thompson.

BULLETINS: Given by Ike and Shelah Stage.
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Lessons Today: Joshua 5:9-12; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32.

3 PERSONAL NEWS »

NOTES OF THANKS:

“Sincere thanks to all of our many volunteers who helped make the St. John’s Irish
Goodtime Band concert a success and a very special evening. Because of his
generous stepping into the breech at the last moment we were unable to recognize him
at the concert, but thank you Hunter Thompson for taking on official photographer duties
for the evening. Finally, donations from a very informal free will offering totaled $229 for
our Mexican missions.”

“Thank you, thank you to all who came for fun and fellowship to the Chris Cakes
Pancake Dinner for Mexico Missions! We are very appreciative of your continued

support. May God continue to shower His grace and love on you all! & "

o3 TODAY’S NEWS ®»

SCAM ALERT! Please be aware that scammers are creating Gmail accounts such as
“SethJersild34” and presenting themselves falsely as church staff members. They
commonly ask for gift cards for what seems like a good cause, and request that you
keep everything “discreet” or a secret. When you receive emails or text messages like
this, please report it to your email provider and/or Gmail. There is nothing we can do at
church to stop people from creating false Gmail accounts, but you can report them as
“phishing” or “suspicious” and block them. If you are in doubt, call the church office. Or,
you can check the sender’'s email address or phone number against our valid church
staff contact information, which can be found in all our official St. John’s publications.
Please be careful!

Pastor Jersild will be leading a class on Holy Communion

for children on Sunday, April 6" at church from 12:15—1:45 .

p.m. The class will be geared towards 5" grade students; ommunio
however, younger children who have expressed a serious desire to receive the
sacrament are welcome to participate (as are older youths who have not yet received
this instruction). We ask that at least one adult be present at the class with each child.
We'll meet in the Confirmation Classroom on the third floor of the Education Wing. At
the end of the class, parents and students will discuss whether the student is ready to
receive the sacrament. Those who are ready will participate in their first communion at
the 11:00 traditional worship service on Sunday, April 13" (Palm Sunday). Please
call Pastor Seth (217-255-2118) or the church office (614-875-2314) if you have any
questions regarding your child’s participation in the class.
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FIRST COMMUNION CLASS: SUNDAY, APRIL 6T i
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OUR LENTEN JOURNEY, 2025 — “Living as Disciples in an Unchristian World”
Join us on Wednesdays in Lent as we are reminded of who we are and what we have
been given in Christ.

Sermons will be from the New Testament book of 1 Peter. The Apostle addressed this
letter to Christians in what is now a modern-day Turkey. Surprisingly, these ancient
believers lived in a culture very much like our own, where their faith was misunderstood,
disrespected, and often under threat. And the greatest threat for disciples of Jesus living
in such conditions, is “identity amnesia.” Our Lenten Midweek services will feature
Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesdays at 12pm and 6:30pm.

SOUP_SUPPERS: Please join us for our Soup Suppers between 5:30-6:15pm on

Wednesdays in the Family Life Center before our Lenten services.

tLenten Come break bread together as a church community. If you would like

- to donate soup or bread and are willing to help serve, please contact
,;,/' Megan Grossman, 614-905-2629 or mgrossman@stjohnsgc.org.

7 Soup Suppers

PALM SUNDAY CHILDREN’S PROCESSION: On Sunday April 13" at cg)

both traditional services, children are invited to join the opening procession )|

into the Sanctuary, waving palms to commemorate Jesus’ triumphal entry ‘\
into Jerusalem. We ask that all participating children come to the main

Sanctuary by 8:00 for the early service, and by 10:45 for the late service. We'll meet at
the back of the Sanctuary for simple instructions and to get ourselves organized. We
hope your kid(s) can be part of the procession!

EASTER SUNDAY BREAKFAST: Please join us on Easter Sunday, April 20" for a time
(‘ of fellowship and good food. We will be serving breakfast on
‘ # Easter Sunday from 7am-10am in the Family Life Center. A free
Kl will offering will be taken. Volunteers are needed to take shifts

| fe b oAs3 serving breakfast. If you are interested, please contact Megan
y’h@ji / Grossman at 614-905-2629 or at mgrossman@stjohnsgc.org.

L4377 You can also mark the salmon sheet and we will contact you to
‘ " schedule a shift.

EASTER CANDY DONATIONS AND “STUFFERS” NEEDED! This year, we are asking
for donations of individually wrapped candies to fill plastic Easter eggs. There is a
marked bin in the Link area for candy donations. If you would like to help fill the Easter
eggs, please mark your calendars for Sunday, April 6th from noon — 2pm. We will
meet in The Family Life Center. A light lunch and all supplies will be provided. Please
mark the salmon sheet |f you plan to attend. Thank you so much for your support!

@O 0O

EASTER LILY ORDERS are due on Monday, April 14th Order forms available at doors.
-3-
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SECURITY TEAM MEMBER WANTED: Due to a recent vacancy,
the Security Team needs a new member. The duties include:

e Walking the interior and exterior of the building

e Turning off lights

e Checking that doors are locked, and locking them where

needed

¢ Noting when things need to be fixed.
The schedule for the Team member is 14 days and typically takes an hour each night.
The compensation is $12/hr. If interested, please contact the office: 614-875-2314,
secretary@stjohnsgc.org.

SATURDAY BIBLE STUDY: THE GOSPEL OF LUKE: Starting on Saturday, April 12,
Pastor Seth will be leading a 10-session Bible discussion on the Gospel of Luke. We’'ll
meet at 1:00 in the Chapel on Saturdays through June 21. Each session will be just one
hour long. If you've never been part of a Bible study, this will be a great place to start.
Come and enjoy the good discussion, prayer, and fellowship!

WEDNESDAY TWICE-A-MONTH PRAYER GROUP - All are welcome to join the St.
John’s prayer group. In addition to saying prayers together for God’s
Church, for the world, for healing, and for any issues we’d like to share
with the group, we’ll also be praying for all the members of St. John’s
by name from week to week over the course of five months. All are
‘ R welcome to jump into this group at any time! We meet in the Chapel.
Meeting Nights and Times: April 2 at 7:00pm April 30 at 6:30pm

April 16 at 6:30pm May 14 at 6:30pm

[

RESPECT LIFE: Spring is a great time to take on a new ministry! If you're considering
St. John's Respect Life Team, here are some ways to get involved:

e Pray for the ministry, and for all those involved with pro-life causes: Columbus'
Pregnancy Decision Help Centers (PDHC), its staff and volunteers, and those they
serve; legislators called to make decisions about abortion, human trafficking, and
other life areas; and others on the front lines, fighting substance abuse and
trafficking.

e Consider joining the team on the fourth Monday of each month at 7pm.

¢ Contact your senator and representative, asking them to consider each person's
right to life and liberty as they weigh their decisions.

¢ If you wish to donate to Respect Life, just indicate that on your offering to St.
John's. Funds will be used for our projects or donated to one of our partners, such
as PDHC, The Refuge (a men's addiction recovery program), or an anti-trafficking
group.

o Diapers or other baby or maternity products can be placed in the Respect Life
cupboard in the Link and will be donated to PDHC.

Thank you for your heart for some of "the least of these", Your Respect Life Team.
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TWICE-A-MONTH MONDAY EXERCISE CLASS - Starting now! — Please join us
every 2nd and 4th Monday each month at 6pm in the Family Life Center (FLC) for 30
minutes of fun, fellowship and fithess. Everyone is welcome, however the class is geared
more towards those who want to strengthen their core and work on their balance. There
are chairs available to help with any needed stability. Several of the exercises are
seated, but there are some standing balance challenges too. The last 5 or so minutes
of each session is a basic work out with light hand weights for anyone who wants to stay
and participate. Just bring two 1-3 Ib. weights or even a couple of 16.9 oz. plastic water
bottles will work. This is a drop in class so no registration is needed. Just come when
you can! Please call Diane Sexton with any questions at 678-572-0308.

CENTRAL OHIO HOOP-A-THON - Saturday, April 5 in the FLC from 10am-2pm.
Come Hoop- It- Up with us to raise money to

o

.7 . , . support the Huntington's Disease Society of

Is.z Huntington’s Disease america's mission: To Improve the lives of
20> Society of America everyone impacted by HD.

Join us for a fun filled afternoon of shooting basketballs, live DJ, bouncy house for kids,
raffle prizes, food and more! See You On The Court!

Visit the website to register and donate to support this amazing cause:
https://centralohio.hdsa.org/events/2025-central-ohio-hoop-a-thon

CLASSROOM ANTICS summer day camps
will be held at St. John's Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Grove City, Ohio, less than a mile from
their previous location. For one week, kids ages
7-14 will be learning a variety of tech skills in
these fun camps. Video game design, robotics,
and coding using brands such as LEGO, VEX,
Minecraft and Roblox are just a few of the topics
covered. These camps are great summer learning experiences for kids 7-14.
Registration is open on their website until June 28" at 11:59pm EST. Call 800-595-3776
weekdays and Saturdays, or visit the Classroom Antics website for registration, costs,
and more info: https://www.classroomantics.com/camp-locations/columbus-summer-
camps/summer-tech-camps-in-grove-city-ohio/

Ohio
Afterschool Child Enrichment
Educational Savings Account Program

PRAYER REQUESTS should be turned in by Monday morning. Fill out the prayer
request section on the salmon sheet or contact the church office at 614-875-2314. You
may also email your prayer request to secretary@stjohnsgc.org. Requests are updated
on a weekly basis.
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THE COLUMBUS MINIATURE SOCIETY will have the next meeting in rooms 103-4 on
Saturday, April 19. Refreshments are at 12:30 pm. The Club Business meeting begins
at 1:00 pm, followed by a $5 workshop. This month’s workshop will be making mini
record players. All are welcome to attend the meeting. If you are interested in
participating in the workshop, please email Sheri at shp678@yahoo.com by April 16 so
we can prepare the correct amount of materials.

SUBMITTING A NEWS NOTES ARTICLE? Articles are due on Wednesdays by 9am.
Please send your article via email, sj@stjohnsgc.org, or in the church office secure slot.

3 YOUTH NEWS ®

RAISE RIGHT gift card orders are placed on the first Tuesday of every month. You
can use these cards personally and they also make great gifts. Talk to Pam Wittenberg
on how you can order physical cards and/or order e-gift cards and how to re-load your
cards online. Raise Right gives a percentage for each card ordered back to St. John’s.
Monies raised help to offset the costs of the children and youth programming that is not
covered by the church budget. Thanks for your support!
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A FUN I\II[]RNING F(]R THE WH[]LE FI\I\IIILV [I[lIVIE AND CELEBRATE THE RESURRE[}TIUN
OF JESUS. WE WILL HAVE EASTER EGG HUNTS FOR ALL AGES, PUPPETS & MORE!
\VE HOPE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY & FRIENDS CAN JOIN-US!




3 STEWARDSHIP ®

ATTENDANCE Lenten Worship March 19 - 111
March 23 - 305

A SECURE DROP SLOT is located under the staff mailboxes in the hallway near the
secretary’s office. If you are dropping off a monetary gift or papers with confidential
information, please put it through the slot to help ensure security.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL AND GENEROUS GIVING TO ST. JOHN’S MINISTRIES!

How to give to St. John’s:

T + Place your offering in the collection basket during worship services.

& + Mail your offering to the church — 3220 Columbus St., Grove City, OH
43123.

R + St. John’s website — www.stjohnsgc.org — online giving is available

through Vanco Services, and we have partnered with them for more than
20 years. It is secure and safe.

Through your financial institution — they will send a check directly to the
church on your behalf.

Through the Vanco Mobile app available from Apple
or Google — again a partnership between the church
and Vanco Services. Set up a profile one time, and set
up a recurring gift, or give when you want to. Once
your profile is set up, giving is a one-touch process.

B
J’_

Lo

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: Adult Faith Discussion, FH Rm 001 / Galatians, Steve
Johnston, Chapel / 2 Peter, Rick Butsko, 102 / Parenting Topics, Amy Wanner, 103-4.
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL.: 2-4 years old, Rm 003 / ages 5 to Kindergarten, Rm 009 /
Grades 1 - 2, Rm 204 / Grades 3 — 4, Rm 307 / Grades 5 - 6, Rm 303 / Grades 7 — 8,
Confirmation Room / High School, HS Room 311.

SELAH ROOM: Rm 101, a quiet place available every Sunday from 8:30am to 12:30pm.
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3 CALENDAR ®

SUNDAY, MARCH 30

8:15am
9:30am
9:30am
10:30am
11:00am
11:00am
3:00pm

Traditional Worship (Sanc)
Men’s Chorale (Sanc)
Sunday School

Small Group (Lib)
Contemporary Worship (FLC)
Traditional Worship (Sanc)
Private Event (FLC)

6:00pm Adult Basketball (FLC)

MONDAY, MARCH 31

9:30am
12:00pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
7:30pm

BSF Leaders
Lunchtime AA (102)
Puppets (FLC)

Daily Reprieve (FH)
IQA Bible Study (Zoom)

TUESDAY, APRIL 1

RAISE RIGHT ORDER DEADLINE

6:30am
9:30am
7:00pm
7:00pm

Men’s Prayer Group (Sanc)
Quilters (103-4)

Boy Scouts #392 (FLC)

SW Historical Society (103-4)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2

9:30am
12:00pm
1:30pm
5:30pm
5:30pm
6:00pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
7:45pm

BSF

Lenten Noon Worship (Sanc)
Small Group (102)

Lenten Soup Supper (FLC, Kit)
Women’s Chorale (Sanc)

Girl Scouts #6679 (FH)

Lenten Evening Worship (Sanc)
Explorers & Energizers

Prayer Group (Chapel)

Easter & Chancel Choirs (Sanc)

THURSDAY, APRIL 3

8:00am Promise Keepers (103-4)
2:00pm Small Group (101)

3:00pm After School Acting Class (FLC)
5:00pm Children’s Choir (Chapel)
5:45pm Adventure Club & Faith Trek
6:15pm Celebration Ringers (Sanc)

FRIDAY, APRIL 4
9:30am Bible Study (103-4)
10:30am Bulletin Team (Lib)
8:30pm AA (FH)

SATURDAY, APRIL 5

10:00am CENTRAL OHIO HOOP-A-THON
(FLC, Kit)

1:00pm Private Event (101, 102, 103-4)

4:00pm Traditional Worship (Sanc)

7:00pm AA Serenity Seekers (SH [FH])

SUNDAY, APRIL 6

8:15am Traditional Worship (Sanc)

9:30am Men’s Chorale (Sanc)

9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Small Group (Lib)

11:00am Contemporary Worship (FLC)

11:00am Traditional Worship (Sanc)

12:00pm First Communion Class
(Confirmation Room)

12:00pm Easter Egg Stuffing (FLC)

5:00pm Adult Basketball (FLC)

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday
8am to 4pm

DAILY AND WEEKLY UPDATES ARE POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE
AND FACEBOOK PAGES. BE SURE TO CHECK THEM OUT!
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