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ADVENTURE CLUB and FAITH TREK meet weekly on Thursdays, 5:45pm - 7:15pm.  The greeter’s    
table opens at 5:30pm. Suggested donation for the evening meal is $3. Adventure Club is for ages 4 
through 4th grade. Faith Trek is for 5th and 6th grade. We would love for you to join us!   
 
 Please note that we do not meet on March 6 (so families can attend Chris Cakes on March 4 
 and Ash Wednesday worship on March 5).  We also do not meet on March 27 (SWCS Spring 
 Break).  

 
LEGO CLUB is back!  Sunday, March 9th from noon to 2pm.  Pizza provided.  All ages welcomed.  
Parents and faith-webbing Adults are welcome, too!   
 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR meets before Adventure Club and Faith Trek in the Chapel on Thursdays, starting 
at 5pm. Children staying for youth groups are escorted down to the greeter’s table.  
 

EXPLORERS and ENERGIZERS for grades 7—8 and 9—12 meet weekly on Wednesdays, 7—8:30pm.   

Wednesday nights are a great night to connect with others, make friends, and grow in faith.  

 

 They do not meet on March 5 (Ash Wednesday) and March 26 (SWCS Spring Break). 
 

A PARENTING GROUP meets every Sunday, 9:30-10:30am in Room 103-104, with Nate and Amy 

Wanner. Stop by and join the conversation. It’s a great place to be encouraged and feel supported.  
 

AXIS.ORG is “connecting Parents, Teens, & Jesus in a Disconnected World.” This website is full of free           

resources on parenting youth in today’s culture. Sign up to receive the weekly Culture Translator email 

for free at https://axis.org/   Other Parenting Resources are on the wall across from the youth office.   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL for all ages, meets from 9:30am—10:30am.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Relationships are important to us at St. John’s!  
 

We want to surround our children and youth with lots of faith-filled  

relationships, of all ages, so that they might know the love of Jesus  

and stay connected with the church. If you’d like to know how you can  

make a difference in a young person’s life, stop by the youth office  

on the second floor and talk to us!  
 

Laurie 614-620-2669 and Diana 614-271-5775 

Connect your KROGER  
card with the COMMUNITY  

REWARDS PROGRAM.  
 

Go to https://www.kroger.com/
communityrewards.  

 

Our organization number is 
EY530.  

 

Shop at Kroger and a  
percentage comes back  

to the youth at St. John’s! 

See Laurie Pecuch or Pam Witten-
berg on how your gift cards can raise 

monies at no extra cost to you! 
 

ORDERS ARE PLACED  
THE FIRST TUESDAY  

OF THE MONTH.  

https://axis.org/


    

It’s never too late in donate your Christmas card and 
other card fronts to the Quilters. We take them to the 
Cancer Thrift Store when we have a sizeable stack 
of fronts. The fronts are a favorite material for crafts-
people.  
    If you would like to make a quilt at home for a 
charity, we have fabric, encouragement and      
friendship at no cost. Come visit any Tuesday or call 
the church to set up a meeting. 
    The Quilters meet every Tuesday from 9:30am to 
1:00 pm, or thereabout, in rooms 103-104. Stay as 
long or as short as your interest and time allow. We 
also encourage just coming by, visiting and talking 
with us. We have room for you as we are a small 
group. Bring a snack for yourself or sack lunch if you 
are staying around lunchtime. We have all the      
supplies and materials you will need. 

 
“If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor,  

he, too, will cry out and not be answered.“  
~ Proverbs 21:13  

OWLS EVENT—MARCH 21, 2025 
 
Our guest speaker will be a representative of Catholic Social Services (CSS) located in Columbus. CSS is 
all about building a stronger community by offering a range of services that meet many needs. Whether it’s 
caring for seniors with respect and kindness, helping individuals and families grow through educational  
programs, or supporting the community with family services during tough times. CSS is dedicated to  
unlocking potential. Our workforce services also help people land great jobs, boosting our community’s 
economy. And they’re here to make a lasting difference, blending practical support with Christ’s love to  
empower everyone toward self-sufficiency. 
 
A few highlights include integrating various resources and services to help clients navigate life challenges, 
ensuring no one is left to face them alone. They are dedicated to assisting seniors in maintaining their  
independence by providing the support they need to 
safely stay in their homes. We provide assistance with 
daily tasks and ensure seniors can live with dignity and 
comfort in the familiar surroundings of their homes. 
 
The OWLS will provide fried chicken for our potluck 
lunch but we ask you to bring a covered dish and join 
your friends for a delicious lunch and a wonderful  
program. Please plan to arrive around 11:15 am so we 
can open the meeting at 11:30 am. Use the salmon sheet in Sunday’s bulletin to make your reservation so 
the group can plan accordingly. You can also call the office or Bonnie Swanson at 614-562-8002. 
 

Just in case you don’t know --- OWLS are Older Wiser LutheranS but everyone is welcome! 

Hope to see you there! 



MEMORIAL GIFTS GIVEN AS OF FEBRUARY 11th 2025  
 
Samaritan Fund  
Given in honor of Pastor Seth, Pastor Patti, & entire staff given by Keith and Jane Stenerson  
 
Music Fund  
Given in memory of Joyce Baker Hirth given by Beth Katterhenrich  
 
Adopt-A-Family Fund  
Given in honor of Steve Johnston given by Sunday School  
 
Memorial Youth Fund  
Given in memory of Jane Graves, mother of Gretchen Jones given by Beth 
Katterhenrich  
Given in memory of John F. Miller, father of Julie Miller Haack given by 
Beth Katterhenrich  
 
Wycliffe Fund  
Given in thankfulness for my Parents and Grandparents given by Beth Katterhenrich  

 
FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP  

 
Our worship services each week are beautified with wonderful music,    
smiling faces, and flowers. Making a flower dedication for the Altar, Pulpit, 
and Lectern is a wonderful way to remember or honor loved ones. Reserve 
your date on the Altar Flowers Chart in the Parish Entrance. Please direct 
questions to Lesa Corbin at 614-530-4984. 



Dear St. John’s Family, 
 Thank you so much for all of your support for the Souper Bowl of Caring this year! Once 
again, we were able to break $2,000! You brought in $635 in checks and $1462.50 in cash, for a grand 
total of $2,097.50! I can’t express my gratitude for all of you and how much we, as a church, were able to 
donate. I am so excited to go out and buy food for the food pantry with the youth this summer. I would  
also like to thank all of the youth who held pots and collected the money. I also would like to extend a 
HUGE thank you to Diana Imbrock for helping and supporting me with this project 
these past years, as well as Pastor Patti and Pastor Seth for doing announcements 
about Souper bowl the week before and the week of. I have so much to praise God 
for, and the turnout of this project has added to it. 
 
Thank you,  
Brooklyn Cress 

ST. JOHN’S GOODTIME IRISH BAND  
On March 15th, from 6 to 7:30 pm St. John's will be hosting a traditional Irish music concert 
by our own St. John's Goodtime Irish Band. The concert is free and open to the public, but 
there will be a free will offering for Missions. We are anticipating a good turnout and want to 
be able to offer free cookies and free bottled water. In that regard, we are asking for  
donations of bottled water to make this possible. We believe we will need about 10 cases. 
Donations can be placed in the FLC on the southwest wall between the hall and exterior 
doors. Thank you so much! 

WRAPPED IN  
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

 
We are happy to teach anyone interested 

how to knit or crochet. For more information,  
call Glenda Allman at 614-352-5955  
or Diana Imbrock at 614-271-5775. 

 
Join us for the  

next meetings on  
Saturday,  

MARCH 8 at 9am  
and Tuesday,  

MARCH 25 at 6pm  
in rooms 103-4 

Here’s a  

spiritual  

growth goal:  
Join a Circle of friends! 

 

Joining our Circles is an 

easy way to make new 

friends and grow  

spiritually. Both Circles have  

evening meeting times and 

are held in rooms 103-4. 

Contact the leaders listed 

for more information. 

Elizabeth Circle  
Contact  

Amy Shaw 
614-496-2890 

 
Monday, MARCH 3 at 6:30pm  

Sarah Circle  
Contact 

Wilma Phillips 
614-875-7931 

 
Monday, MARCH 24 at 7pm  

NOTES OF THANKS 
 

“Thank you, St. John’s family, for the wonderful send-off, the gifts, and kind words! Roz, the kids, and I 
are grateful for your generosity and love. We will be keeping you all in our prayers, no matter where we 
go.” ~ Vicar Dale Stanley. 
 
“I want to thank Carol Penrod for delivering communion to me. I also would like to thank the 3rd and 4th 
graders for making me a lovely Valentine’s card. That was really nice.” ~ Doris Leibrock. 
 
“I want to thank all the people at St Johns for all the prayers, phone calls, and the dinners they brought to 
me, and the gift bags during my operation and recovery.” ~ Barb Armentrout. 
 
“I want to thank the people who stepped in and helped my husband, Lee Kimmins, when he passed out 
and fell down until the squad came. God bless each and every one of you! Lee is home now and  
recovering. Thank you for all your prayers, phone calls, and concerns.” ~ Donna and Lee Kimmins.  



 

WEDNESDAY TWICE-A-MONTH  
PRAYER GROUP  

 
All are welcome to join the St. John’s 
prayer group. In addition to saying 
prayers together for God’s Church, for 
the world, for healing, and for any  
issues we’d like to share with the 
group, we’ll also be praying for all the 
members of St. John’s by name from 
week to week over the course of five 
months. All are welcome to jump into 
this group at any time! We meet in the 
Chapel. 
 
Meeting Nights and Times: 
 March 5 at 6:00pm 
 March 19 at 7:00pm 
 April 2 at 7:00pm 
 April 16 at 6:30pm 
 April 30 at 6:30pm 
 May 14 at 6:30pm 

EASTER CHOIR 
 

Last fall, we invited all interested congregants to join the choir just for the Reformation Service. We are 
planning something similar for the upcoming Easter Service on April 20

th
. The Easter Choir will rehearse 

from March 12
th
 through Easter. We will be learning the anthem “My Soul’s Been Anchored in the Lord,” a 

spiritual arranged by Moses Hogan. As with the Reformation anthem, we will rehearse this anthem at the 
beginning of choir practice. After that, Easter Choir members can leave the rehearsal while the Chancel 
Choir continues working on its Lenten music. So, the time commitment is not huge. 
 
If you are interested, please contact Mark Meuser in person or via e-mail at mmeuser@stjohnsgc.org so 
that we can have music ready for you on Wednesday, March 12, immediately following the 6:30pm Lenten 
service, around 7:15pm.  
 
The Chancel Choir is a welcoming group. We would love to have more singers for Easter Sunday. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to praise God through song as we celebrate the Resurrection.  
 
Thank you, 
Mark Meuser 
Music Director 

KITCHEN RENOVATION UPDATE 
 
If you haven’t seen St. John’s newly renovated kitchen, please stop in and take a look. Now that the  
major work has been completed, there are several items which are still needed.  
 Bunn Coffee Warmers 
 Thermal Carafes 
 Chafing Dishes 
 Stainless Steel Utility Carts 
If you would like to donate towards their purchase or have any questions about these items, please call 
Karen Bentley at 614-570-8246 or Wilma Phillips at 614-623-2770. On behalf of the Kitchen Committee, 
we appreciate your consideration of this request. Thank you.  

SERMON SERIES: VISION FOR ST. JOHN’S 
 

Pastors Seth and Patti will be doing a six-week sermon series 
through March 16

th
 based on our St. John’s vision statement: 

 

St. John’s equips people to be and make disciples of Christ. 
This happens through the study of God’s Word and the 
leading of the Holy Spirit as we help people develop a life 
plan to enhance faith and grow spiritually through: 
 

 Prayer    Reading the Bible     Worship 
 

 Service       Relationships  Generosity 
 

Our vision statement is like a target we are aiming for in all that 
we do as a congregation. It’s a picture of what we pray to see in 
every person who gets involved in the life of St. John’s. We all 
have our unique gifts and interests; in a sense we all enter into 
the life of our church through different doorways. But our target 
is the same. It’s that each and every one of us will grow to  
become a disciple who prays, reads scripture, worships, serves, 
builds up the church, and gives generously towards the work of 
the Kingdom. In this six week sermon series, we’ll delve into 
each of the six characteristics of Christian discipleship. We think 
you will find it challenging, helpful, and inspiring. May God bless 
us as we grow in his Word together!  



About Shrove Tuesday 

 Shrove Tuesday is the day before Ash Wednesday and is a day to 
cleanse the soul and celebrate before the contemplative season of Lent 
begins. Shrove Tuesday derives its name from the ritual of “shriving” that 
Christians used to do in the past. In shriving, Christians confessed their 
sins, received forgiveness, and were released from the guilt and pain 
these sins had caused them. 
 The addition of pancakes to this celebration has an interesting  
history. In olden times, Christians would not eat certain foods during Lent 
such as meat, fish, fats, eggs, and milk products. So as to not waste any 

food, families would feast on the shriving Tuesday, eating all the foods that would not last the forty days of 
Lent. Pancakes then became associated with Shrove Tuesday as their preparation would use up all the 
eggs, milk, and fats in the house. 
 Pancake races were added to the festivities when, in 1445, a woman 
lost track of time preparing her pancake dinner, heard the church bells calling 
her to worship, and ran from her house still carrying her frying pan! The most 
famous pancake race today is in England where the participants must toss 
their pancake at the start and finish of the 415-yard race and wear a scarf and 
apron. 
 In celebration of Shrove Tuesday, we will not have a race, but there will 
be a tossing of pancakes by Chris Cakes in the Family Life Center from 
5:30pm–7:30pm on Tuesday, March 4

th 
at a special dinner sponsored by 

St. John’s Mexico Missions. The pancakes will be delicious and the          
fellowship fantastic! Presale tickets are $6.00, but the price goes to $7.00 
at the door. Get your tickets early and join us for this special event!  

 

OUR LENTEN JOURNEY, 2025 

“Living as Disciples in an Unchristian World” 
 

LENT MIDWEEK WORSHIP SERVICES:  
March 12—April 9 at 12 noon and 6:15pm  

 
Our Lenten Midweek services will feature Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesdays at 6:15pm. Sermons will 
be from the New Testament book of 1 Peter. The Apostle addressed this letter to Christians in what is now 
a modern-day Turkey. Surprisingly, these ancient believers lived in a culture very much like our own, where 
their faith was misunderstood, disrespected, and often under threat. And the greatest threat for disciples of 
Jesus living in such conditions, is “identity amnesia.”  
 
Join us on Wednesdays in Lent as we are reminded of who we are and what we have been given in Christ.  

 
ASH WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5th 
Worship at 12pm and 7pm 
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12th: Holy 
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19th: Chosen 
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26th: Loved 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2nd: Tested 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9th: Glorified 

 
 





JOIN US FOR WEEKLY WORSHIP 
 

Traditional Worship:  
 Saturdays at 4:00pm,  
 Sundays at 8:15am & 11am 
Contemporary Worship: Sundays at 11am 
 

Lenten Weekday Worship:  
 Wednesdays at 12pm & 6:30pm 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
Officers: Aaron Clark, Council President; David 
Clark, Vice President; Rachel Katterhenrich,  
Secretary; Kathy Myers, Treasurer. 
Members-At-Large: Cindy Gonsowski, Abby  
Johnston, Doug Knisley, Phil Pennington, Gary 
Smith, Bonnie Swanson, Amy Wanner, Paul  
Wittenberg. 

Church Office hours are  

Monday through Friday, 8am to 4pm. 

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL  
LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 

 
Seth Jersild, Senior Pastor  614-875-2314 
sjersild@stjohnsgc.org 217-255-2118 
 
Patricia A. Morlock, Assoc. Pastor 614-875-2314 
pmorlock@stjohnsgc.org 740-405-1548 
 
Tim Allman 614-875-2314 
Sunday School Superintendent  
 
Jason Bosse, Facilities Manager 614-441-1203 
jbosse@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Megan Grossman 614-875-2314 
Lay Ministry Director, mgrossman@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Nick Grossman 614-875-2314 
Contemporary Worship Leader  
 
Diana Imbrock  614-271-5775 
Part-time Youth Director, dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Susan Locey 614-208-8215 
Bell Choir Director 
 
Mark Meuser 614-875-2314 
Director of Music Ministries 
mmeuser@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Kathryn Mullins 614-875-2314 
Office Administrator, secretary@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Laurie Pecuch  614-620-2669 
Part-time Children and Family Director 
lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Gini Rogers 614-875-2314 
Interim Youth Director, ginidrogers@gmail.com  
 
David Shrum 614-875-2314 
Contemporary Music Leader 
 
Jamie Wise, Recorder 614-875-2314 
jwise@stjohnsgc.org 

Our Christian Sympathy  
is extended to 

 

to the family and friends of  
Sherry Lois Kimble, sister of Toni Lang,  

who died January 11, 2025.  
 

to the family and friends of  
Michael Kuhn, brother of Cindy Gonsowski,  

who died January 30, 2025.  
 

to the family and friends of  
Fredrick Taylor, relative of Pam Castle,  

who died January 30, 2025.  
 

to the family and friends of  
Joyce Baker Hirth, mother of Dr. Scott Hirth, 

who died February 1, 2025. 
 

All who grieve are in our  
hearts and prayers. 

The article deadline for the APRIL Eagle is  

MARCH 10TH.  
Email announcements & articles to  

secretary@stjohnsgc.org  
or leave a handwritten copy in the church office. 

Join us each week during the  
Sunday School Hour!  

 

We would like to welcome all children ages 2 and 
up who are not already attending to join us  

during the Sunday School Hour from  
9:30-10:30am each Sunday.  

 

Parents are encouraged to join one of our adult  
classes. There's even one that focuses on  

parenting related topics.  
 

If you have any questions, please see Tim Allman  
or a member of the youth staff.  

 

We look forward to seeing you!!  



Dear Disciples in Christ, 
 
It’s that time of year, when sunset comes a bit later in the day, when the temperatures slow-
ly begin to rise, and the ground begins to thaw. The farmers will be taking advantage of the 
warmer weather and the spring thaw and begin to turn over the soil in their fields. And while 
the calendar says we still have many days till Spring, the earth is busy preparing itself. 
 
It’s also that time in the church calendar, when we are in a time of preparation. We’re in the 
midst of a season called Lent, which comes from an Old English word “lencten” or 
“lengthen”, meaning “Spring”, when the days grow longer. In rural areas, farmers do all the 
things necessary to prepare the soil to receive the seed for planting, to assure a bountiful 
harvest in the fall. Unnecessary debris is cleared away, the soil is turned over, nutrients are 
tilled in, and seeds are planted, all awaiting a time when fruit will be born, and the soil will 
bring new life. 
 
And so during this season of Lent, we use this time to clear the clutter from our hearts, do-
ing all that is necessary to prepare them to receive the Word of Life, which is a living Word, 
that we may continue to bear fruit, fruit that will last for the building up of God’s Kingdom 
here on earth.  
 
One of the greatest seeds being planted here at St. John is the love of God’s Word in our 
different Bible Studies. Watching how the Word of God comes alive each week, whether in 
the new Women’s Bible Study, your trusty circle or small group, or Promise Keepers, is a 
joy to see. Seeing so many people willing to gather to learn from one another, pray with one 
another, and bless each other on our way, is a seed planted that will bear a harvest of rich 
fruit over many years to come.  
 
Our Lenten Mid-Week services will focus on a study of First Peter, where these ancient be-
lievers lived in a culture very much like our own, where their faith was misunderstood, disre-
spected, and often under threat. Join us as we are reminded of who we are and what we 
have been given in Christ.  
 
Continue to gather in as many ways as you can around God’s Word, whether in worship, 
small Bible Study groups, men and women’s groups, youth studies and family prayer.  
 
Let this Lent be a time of continued preparation for the bearing of new fruit in Christ.  

Looking Forward in Faith, 

Pastor Patti 

The Eagle 
March 2025 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  

3220 Columbus St., Grove City, Ohio  

www.stjohnsgc.org 614/875-2314 

Letter from the Associate Pastor 


