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COAT DRIVE CONTINUES THROUGH 
FEBRUARY 

 
The response to our request for coats and 
blankets has been overwhelming.  
THANK YOU FOR BEING SO GENEROUS! 
God's love is shown through your gifts of warm 
outerwear and blankets for Jordan's Crossing, 
an organization who offers these items (and 
many more) to those less fortunate. It is located 
on Hague Avenue, Valleyview, on the Hilltop.  
This is a winter project and we'll be collecting 
through February. Candles were also  
requested. The collection 'can' is in the Link  
beside the cabinets.  
 
Any questions, see Bruce and Karen Whyte in 
church or call 614-716-8754.  

 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!  
 
We had a wonderful and successful cookie sale! Thank you to all the bakers and buyers of St. John’s along 
with the community who made this possible for 2024! We had so many cookies and other items that were 
beautiful and tasted so good! We were able to raise $1,468.25 for the Kitchen Fund! A special “Thank You” 
to all those who helped with the cookie sale! We would also like to thank those who gave a monetary  
donation toward our sale. Together we had a wonderful time and thank  

MEMORIAL GIFTS  
GIVEN AS OF JANUARY 12th 2025  

 
Memorial Fund  
Given in memory of Ruth Bickenheuser given by Jim and 

Carol Rorick; Richard Stage; Susan Koehler; and Beth 
Katterhenrich  

Given in memory of Ruth Sappington-Schwiebert given 
by Beth Katterhenrich; and Dellno and Betty Lewis  

 
Kitchen Renovation Fund  
Given in memory of Ruth Bickenheuser given by Keith 

and Jane Stenerson; and Dellno and Betty Lewis  
 
Youth Memorial Fund  
Given in memory of Beth Carpenter given by Cynthia 

Ahlberg  



Isaiah 12:5 “Sing to the Lord, for He has done wonderful things. Make 
known His praise around the world.”   
 
St. John’s is a congregation that has a rich history of loving and supporting 
its children and youth. Throughout the years, you have called youth         
directors to disciple and care for your children, youth, and families. When I 
think of the ones you’ve called, I am amazed at God’s goodness and how 
He worked through Gary, Anna, Dale, Jeff, Jane, Nancy, Diana, Gini…  
 

You might not remember all those names, but I do. I’m ever thankful that God positioned and 
placed each one at St. John’s, just as He positioned and placed me to be in Gary’s life and in your 
lives. I have been truly blessed.  
 
I want to share that I have been in prayer and in His Word and feel that God is calling me on to the 
next season of my life. I’m always up for an adventure! I’m not sure exactly what that will be, but I 
am excited to able to spend more time with my sweet husband.  
 
 So, it is with much thankfulness and sadness that I am announcing that my last day to serve here 
will be May 31, 2025. I am ever grateful to God for our past 35 years of ministry together.                
I treasure the children, youth, and families. I am thankful for the faithful adults who’ve served 
alongside me. I am indebted to those who’ve prayed and supported the St. John’s Youth Ministry        
Program. I am appreciative to the pastors over the years for their trust and support.  
 
God has been so good and so faithful. And true to His character, we know that He will continue to 
be faithful and good. Because that is the God we serve!  
 
To God be the glory! Laurie 

 
 
 
1 Chronicles 16:34 “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His 
love endures forever.”  
 
In 1979, Dennis and I moved to the thriving metropolis of Grove City 
from a rural, small-town upbringing. We knew we wanted a church that 
would walk beside us birth to heaven and God led us to St. John’s. It 

seemed like everyone was related, but we were lovingly grafted into the family; isn’t God just like 
that! We quickly got involved and “did ministry” together with our church family. 
 
When I had to retire from teaching due to my neck surgery, I was devastated. It had been my God-
given passion for over 30 years. But, as we all know, God is always faithful and good, and a job in 
Youth Ministry opened up shortly after and filled the aching in my heart. He is in the details! I have 
had so much fun with all the youth and leaders! I will be retiring on May 31

st
 as well to begin a new 

adventure. There are many volunteer opportunities at St. John’s that I want to join, and many    
people I want to learn new skills from. And then there’s that new granddaughter… I can’t forget 
about her! God is good and He has provided us with a family that indeed will walk beside us birth 
to heaven. I look forward to continuing to “doing ministry” with you all! 
 
Miracles and blessings abound! Diana 



 

ADVENTURE CLUB and FAITH TREK meet weekly on Thursdays, 5:45pm - 7:15pm. The greeter’s    
table opens at 5:30pm. Suggested donation for the evening meal is $3. Adventure Club is for ages 4 
through 4th grade. Faith Trek is for 5th and 6th grade. We would love for you to join us!   
 

PLEASE NOTE:  ANY DAY THAT SWCS DOES NOT MEET DUE TO BAD WEATHER, WE ALSO DO 
NOT HAVE YOUTH GROUPS THAT NIGHT.    
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR meets before Adventure Club and Faith Trek in the Chapel on Thursdays, starting 
at 5pm. Children staying for youth groups are escorted down to the greeter’s table.  
 

EXPLORERS and ENERGIZERS for grades 7—8 and 9—12 meet weekly on Wednesdays, 7—8:30pm.   

Wednesday nights are a great night to connect with others, make friends, and grow in faith.  
 

A PARENTING GROUP meets every Sunday, 9:30-10:30am in Room 103-104, with Nate and Amy 

Wanner. Stop by and join the conversation. It’s a great place to be encouraged and feel supported.  
 

PARENTING RESOURCES are available in the youth office. Feel free to stop by and see what books 

you’d like to borrow. There are also insightful Parent Guides from AXIS.ORG that are on the wall across 

from the youth office.  
 

AXIS.ORG is “connecting Parents, Teens, & Jesus in a Disconnected World.” This website is full of free           

resources on parenting youth in today’s culture. Each week, AXIS.ORG researches culture to help you 

stay up to date on the music, movies, TV shows, and social media trends impacting your kid’s world. 

Sign up to receive the weekly Culture Translator email for free at https://axis.org/  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL for all ages, meets from 9:30am—10:30am.  
 

STAY TUNED for Souper Bowl Sunday, February 9th!   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Relationships are important to us at St. John’s!  
 

We want to surround our children and youth with lots of faith-filled  

relationships, of all ages, so that they might know the love of Jesus  

and stay connected with the church. If you’d like to know how you can  

make a difference in a young person’s life, stop by the youth office  

on the second floor and talk to us!  
 

Laurie 614-620-2669 and Diana 614-271-5775 

Connect your KROGER  
card with the COMMUNITY  

REWARDS PROGRAM.  
 

Go to https://www.kroger.com/
communityrewards.  

 

Our organization number is 
EY530.  

 

Shop at Kroger and a  
percentage comes back  

to the youth at St. John’s! 

See Laurie Pecuch or Pam Witten-
berg on how your gift cards can raise 

monies at no extra cost to you! 
 

ORDERS ARE PLACED  
THE FIRST TUESDAY  

OF THE MONTH.  

https://axis.org/


    The Quilters’ main emphasis is trying to add a bit 
of happiness for children and adults through acts of 
Christian concern and understanding. To meet this 
emphasis, we make quilts, prepare used stamps for 
two veterans' hospitals, collect card fronts for     
crafters and make and fill 100 Christmas bags for 
children whose family use the food pantry at the 
Methodist Church. 
 
    The Quilters truly appreciate those who showed 
an interest in our ministry and bought quilts at our 
quilt sale. This past Christmas sale of 2024, we 
made $509. The proceeds are divided among 
church ministries and charities. Also, we donated 
quilts to the Bed Brigade and Maryhaven. Thank 
you again for supporting our ministry. We hope our 
Lutheran quilts help you keep you warm. 
 
    If you are interested in making a quilt at home for 
the Bed Brigade or other charity, the Quilters have 
the material and help. Call the church to set up an 
appointment with a quilter. 
 
    The Quilters meet most Tuesday mornings 
around 9:30am until the early afternoon around 
1:00 pm. Come, visit and stay as long as you wish. 
All materials are provided. 
 

    “In big ways and small ways, kindness always 
makes the world a better place.”  

~ Anonymous    

OWLS EVENT—FEBRUARY 21, 2025 
 
Have you heard the term “brushing” or “phishing” on 
the news recently? Or read about them online or in a 
news publication? Both terms are used to describe 
scams the “bad guys” use to steal your hard-earned 
money. And they don’t care how old you are! The   
Older Wiser LutheranS (OWLS) February meeting will 
be hosting a speaker that will bring us up to date on 
the latest and greatest scams and how to protect   
ourselves. Teri Ruslander is Elder Services               
Coordinator for the Grove City Police Department. It’s 
a meeting you don’t want to miss. Mark your           
calendars! Bring a friend!  
 
The OWLS will provide fried chicken for our potluck 
lunch but we ask you to bring a covered dish and join 
your friends for a delicious lunch and a wonderful    
program. Please plan to arrive around 11:15 am so 
we can open the meeting at 11:30 am. Use the     
salmon sheet in Sunday’s bulletin to make your       
reservation so the group can plan accordingly.       
You can also call the office or Bonnie Swanson at   
614-562-8002. 
 
Just in case you don’t know --- OWLS are Older    
Wiser LutheranS but everyone is welcome! 
 

Hope to see you there! 

NOTES OF THANKS 
 

“Dear St. John’s: Thank you for the lovely poinsettia, candy, and other items delivered to my home,      
December 22

nd
. It truly was an act of kindness. Fondly, Pat Walters.” 

 

“There is no gift so fine as the conscious act of grace and kindness. Thank you so much for thinking of 
me. Thank you for all the goodies and card. Thank you for being such a wonderful loving and caring 
church. P.S. – Thank you to Carol Penrod for delivering this gift. ~ Elaine (Card Lady) Rapp.” 

 

“Thank you for my poinsettia, card, and goodie bag. It was the prettiest poinsettia I ever laid eyes on. I 
really appreciated it. ~ Pat Marie.” 

 

“I would like to extend a special thank you to all the ladies of Elizabeth Circle who donated ladies clothing 
to one of our teachers at Binns Elementary, who volunteers at New-Life Community Outreach for the 
homeless. I also would like to thank Matthew Little and Brayden Gottshall who carried all the bags of 
clothing to my car!! ~ Pam Castle.” 

 

“Thank you for the wish boxes and cookies and goodies at Christmas. Thank you for the visits and for 
communion. Thank you to all my friends for cards, best wishes, meals, and prayers. ~ Doris Leibrock.” 



About Shrove Tuesday 

 Shrove Tuesday is the day before Ash Wednesday and is a day to 
cleanse the soul and celebrate before the contemplative season of Lent 
begins. Shrove Tuesday derives its name from the ritual of “shriving” that 
Christians used to do in the past. In shriving, Christians confessed their 
sins, received forgiveness, and were released from the guilt and pain 
these sins had caused them. 
 The addition of pancakes to this celebration has an interesting  
history. In olden times, Christians would not eat certain foods during Lent 
such as meat, fish, fats, eggs, and milk products. So as to not waste any 

food, families would feast on the shriving Tuesday, eating all the foods that would not last the forty days of 
Lent. Pancakes then became associated with Shrove Tuesday as their preparation would use up all the 
eggs, milk, and fats in the house. 
 Pancake races were added to the festivities when, in 1445, a woman 
lost track of time preparing her pancake dinner, heard the church bells calling 
her to worship, and ran from her house still carrying her frying pan! The most 
famous pancake race today is in England where the participants must toss 
their pancake at the start and finish of the 415-yard race and wear a scarf 
and apron. 
 In celebration of Shrove Tuesday, we will not have a race, but there 
will be a tossing of pancakes by Chris Cakes in the Family Life Center 
from 5:30pm–7:30pm on Tuesday, March 4

th 
at a special dinner spon-

sored by St. John’s Mexico Missions. The pancakes will be delicious and 
the fellowship fantastic! Presale tickets are $6.00, but the price goes to 
$7.00 at the door. Get your tickets early and join us for this special event!  

 

OUR LENTEN JOURNEY, 2025 

“Living as Disciples in an Unchristian World” 
 

LENT MIDWEEK WORSHIP SERVICES:  
March 12—April 9 at 12 noon and 6:15pm  

 
Our Lenten Midweek services will feature Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesdays at 6:15pm. Sermons will 
be from the New Testament book of 1 Peter. The Apostle addressed this letter to Christians in what is now 
a modern-day Turkey. Surprisingly, these ancient believers lived in a culture very much like our own, where 
their faith was misunderstood, disrespected, and often under threat. And the greatest threat for disciples of 
Jesus living in such conditions, is “identity amnesia.”  
 
Join us on Wednesdays in Lent as we are reminded of who we are and what we have been given in Christ.  

 
ASH WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5th 
Worship at 12pm and 7pm 
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12th: Holy 
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19th: Chosen 
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26th: Loved 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2nd: Tested 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9th: Glorified 

 
 



In 1990, Souper Bowl of Caring began with a simple prayer from a sin-
gle youth group: “Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football 
game, help us be mindful of those without a bowl of soup to eat.” 
  
Since then, over $175 million has been generated for local charities 
across the country through Souper Bowl of Caring. It has become a 
powerful movement that transforms the time around the Big Game into 
the nation’s largest celebration of giving and caring for those in need.  
  
We will be collecting monies (cash and checks) for Souper Bowl of 
Caring on Feb. 8th and 9th at all the worship services. Your cash 

donations will be used to purchase and deliver food to the Grove City Food Pantry. Checks made out to 
“St. John’s Lutheran” will be deposited and one check sent to the Grove City Food Pantry. Please note in 
the check memo: Souper Bowl of Caring. 
  
Please consider donating to the hungry individual and families in our community. This is my third year 
running this project, and I would love to see our church collect $3,000! Last year we almost hit this mark, 
we were about $300 short. I really believe that we can meet this goal as long as we work together. If you 
want to learn more, go to www.tacklehunger.org. If you have any questions, please contact Brooklyn 
Cress at (614)-967-2222. Thank you!  

ST. JOHN’S GOODTIME IRISH BAND  
On March 15th, from 6 to 7:30 pm St. John's will be hosting a traditional Irish music concert 
by our own St. John's Goodtime Irish Band. The concert is free and open to the public, but 
there will be a free will offering for Missions. We are anticipating a good turnout and want to 
be able to offer free cookies and free bottled water. In that regard, we are asking for  
donations of bottled water to make this possible. We believe we will need about 10 cases. 
Donations can be placed in the FLC on the southwest wall between the hall and exterior 
doors. Thank you so much! 

FEBRUARY ORGAN CONCERT SCHEDULED 
An organ concert is scheduled for Saturday, February 15, at 10:00am in the Sanctuary. It is presented by 
the Columbus Chapter of the American Guild of Organists (AGO) as part of their yearly program of events. 
 
It will feature several area organists who are members of the AGO. They will perform a variety of  
selections, including music recently composed. St. John’s music director Mark Meuser will be one of the 
organists performing at the concert. 
 
The concert is free, and there will be light refreshments served afterwards. Plan now to attend this special 
event and hear the sounds of our beautiful pipe organ played by several of Central Ohio’s fine organists. 

WRAPPED IN  
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

 
We are happy to teach anyone interested 

how to knit or crochet. For more information,  
call Glenda Allman at 614-352-5955  
or Diana Imbrock at 614-271-5775. 

 
Join us for the  

next meetings on  
Saturday,  

FEB. 8 at 9am  
and Tuesday,  

FEB. 25 at 6pm  
in rooms 103-4 

Here’s a  

spiritual  

growth goal:  
Join a Circle of friends! 

 

Joining our Circles is an 

easy way to make new 

friends and grow  

spiritually. Both Circles have  

evening meeting times and 

are held in rooms 103-4. 

Contact the leaders listed 

for more information. 

Elizabeth Circle  
Contact  

Amy Shaw 
614-496-2890 

 
Monday, FEB. 3 at 6:30pm  

Sarah Circle  
Contact 

Wilma Phillips 
614-875-7931 

 
Returns in March! 

http://www.tacklehunger.org


A Heartfelt Farewell and Celebration for Vicar Dale and His Family 
 

Join us on Sunday, February 2, at 9:30 a.m. in the Family Life Center to Celebrate the  
Successful Completion of Vicar Dale’s Internship and His New Journey in Ministry 

 
Dear St. John’s Family, 
 
It is with mixed emotions that we announce the final Sunday that Vicar Dale and his family will be with us  
is February 2. After a meaningful journey here, Vicar Dale will be ordained and begin a new chapter in 
pastoral ministry, accepting his first call to serve in an NALC congregation yet to be determined by the call 
process. 
 
As we gather on Sunday, February 2, we invite all members of our congregation to join us for a special  
reception in the Family Life Center to share food, fellowship, and words of encouragement with the  
Stanley family. This will be a wonderful time to personally wish Vicar Dale well as he steps into this new 
role and prepares to serve God and His people in new ways. 
 
For those who wish to give a gift to Vicar Dale as he embarks on this exciting new chapter, we kindly  
suggest a gift card to a national retail chain. Since we don’t yet know where he will be called to serve, this 
will give him the flexibility to use the gift in his new location. 
 
If you would like to send a card or note to Vicar Dale, please send it to the St. John’s Church office  
(3220 Columbus St., Grove City, OH 43123) by Sunday, January 26, or feel free to hand it directly to  
Pastor Patti. Thank you in advance for your participation in this heartfelt gesture of appreciation! 
 
Let us come together to celebrate, pray, and send our vicar off with love and  
blessing as he begins this new chapter. We hope to see you there to share in this 
momentous occasion! 
 
With gratitude and joy, 

The Internship Team 

 

WEDNESDAY TWICE-A-MONTH  
PRAYER GROUP  

 

All are welcome to join this new St. John’s prayer 
group. We’ll meet in the Chapel at 6:30pm. (see 
schedule below).  
 

In addition to saying prayers together for God’s 
Church, for the world, for healing, and for any issues 
we’d like to share with the group, we’ll also be  
praying for all the members of St. John’s by name 
from week to week over the course of five months.  
 

All are welcome to jump into this group at any time! 
 

Prayer Meeting Schedule  
(all meetings at 6:30pm): 

February 5 and 19 
March 5 and 19 
April 2, 16, and 30 
May 14  

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY FOR WOMEN  
ABOUT THE WOMEN OF THE BIBLE.  

 
 

The 1
st

 session starts Thursday, February 6
th

 at 
3pm and 6pm. We will study Eve, Sarah, Rebekah, 
Leah, and Rachel. We will meet in Rooms 103-4. 
Pastor Patti will be leading the study. Session 1 will 
run 4 weeks till Ash Wednesday. Session 2 will start 
on May 1

st
. Please sign up on the salmon sheet if 

you would like to attend either of these class times.  



Letter from our Intern 

Thank You! 
 

When my family and I first arrived in Grove City we thought it was a nice place. Rosalind and I took a walk 
one day in April around our neighborhood. We spoke of how nice Grove City was, but we felt like it was just 
going to be a weird 12 months in a nice place waiting for what comes next.  
 

But each week we found ourselves drawn in a little deeper into this community. We began to get to know 
you all. Each week our kids got to know your kids. Each week we enjoyed Grove City and St. John’s more 
and more. Until we found ourselves treating this place like our home. 
 

I could say that this town has been a blessing to my family and me. I could say that this congregation has 
been a blessing to us, too. But what all that boils down to is that you have been a blessing. Grove City is a 
nice town. St. John’s is a nice church. But what makes a nice town a home, what makes a nice church a 
family, is the people. Each of you are the blessings that has made my family and I so grateful to have spent 
a year here. Each of you are the blessings that has made Grove City and St. John’s our home and family 
this past year. 
 

It is the invitations to meals, the playdates with kids, the friendly smiles and questions that have made us 
feel at home. The sewing lessons, the Lego-building, the Bible studies, the gifts, the small talk in the  
hallways… this is what makes a home and a family. And you have provided that for us – that is just who 
you are. 
 

Part of the Old Testament laws for Israel was focused on strangers—foreigners—people who were not 
blood relatives of Jacob’s children (Ex 22:21). God seems particularly attentive to how his people treat 
strangers. After our Lord’s resurrection, and the Holy Spirit coming to gentiles (Acts 10), the fair treatment 
of strangers became a mandate to incorporate foreigners into God’ s own family. 
 

You have shown my family and me that this is a natural gift of St. John’s. I encourage you to exercise this 
gift. Continue to show love to those outside this congregation, just as you continue to show love to each 
other. Use your gifts of hospitality to bring those outside God’s family into His love… and yours. You will 
bless so many people and be God’s own instruments of love and truth to this beautiful town. 

 

Thank you for the love and support you have  
given the Stanley family this past year.  
Thank you for being a faithful congregation in 
the NALC. Thank you for trusting God in the 
midst of changes and struggles. Thank you 
for being an example of Christ’s Body for my 
family and me. 
 

May the Lord bless and keep you.  
May His face shine upon you as you receive 
His grace. May God pour His favor upon you 
and fill you with his abundant peace. 
 

In the glorious name of Christ, 

 

Dale Stanley 

Pastoral Intern/Vicar 



JOIN US FOR WEEKLY WORSHIP 
 

Traditional Worship:  
 Saturdays at 4:00pm,  
 Sundays at 8:15am & 11am 
Contemporary Worship: Sundays at 11am 
 

Sunday School: every Sunday, 9:30am 
 Classes for all ages 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
 
Officers: Aaron Clark, Council President; Shirley 
Blake, Vice President; Karen Bentley, Secretary; 
Kathy Myers, Treasurer. 
 
Members-At-Large: Warren Althoff, Dave Clark, 
Cindy Gonsowski, Karen Grossman, Tammy  
LeVally, Phil Pennington, Gary Smith, Paul  
Wittenberg. 

Church Office hours are  

Monday through Friday, 8am to 4pm. 

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL  
LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 

 
Seth Jersild, Senior Pastor  614-875-2314 
sjersild@stjohnsgc.org 217-255-2118 
 
Patricia A. Morlock, Assoc. Pastor 614-875-2314 
pmorlock@stjohnsgc.org 740-405-1548 
 
Dale Stanley, Intern 614-875-2314 
dstanley@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Tim Allman 614-875-2314 
Sunday School Superintendent  
 
Jason Bosse, Facilities Manager 614-441-1203 
jbosse@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Megan Grossman 614-875-2314 
Lay Ministry Director, mgrossman@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Nick Grossman 614-875-2314 
Contemporary Worship Leader  
 
Diana Imbrock  614-271-5775 
Part-time Youth Director, dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Susan Locey 614-208-8215 
Bell Choir Director 
 
Mark Meuser 614-875-2314 
Director of Music Ministries 
mmeuser@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Kathryn Mullins 614-875-2314 
Office Administrator, secretary@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Laurie Pecuch  614-620-2669 
Part-time Children and Family Director 
lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Gini Rogers 614-875-2314 
Interim Youth Director, ginidrogers@gmail.com  
 
David Shrum 614-875-2314 
Contemporary Music Leader 
 
Jamie Wise, Recorder 614-875-2314 
jwise@stjohnsgc.org 

 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
St. John’s will be hosting a Red Cross Blood 

Drive in the Family Life Center on  
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25 from 12-6 pm.  

 
To schedule your appointment,  
call 1-800-RED-CROSS or visit  

RedCrossBlood.org and use  
sponsor code: StJohnsGC 

 

The article deadline  
for the MARCH Eagle is  

FEBRUARY 10TH.  
Email announcements & articles to  

secretary@stjohnsgc.org  
or leave a handwritten copy in the church office. 

Join us each week during the  
Sunday School Hour!  

 

We would like to welcome all children ages 2 and 
up who are not already attending to join us  

during the Sunday School Hour from  
9:30-10:30am each Sunday.  

 

Parents are encouraged to join one of our adult  
classes. There's even one that focuses on  

parenting related topics.  
 

If you have any questions, please see Tim Allman  
or a member of the youth staff.  

 

We look forward to seeing you!!  



Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

On February 9, Pastor Patti and I will begin a preaching series on the six habits of Christian discipleship 
put forth in our St. John’s vision statement: 

1) Prayer 
2) Reading the Bible 
3) Worship 
4) Service 
5) Relationships 
6) Generosity 

 

These are habits which all of us can cultivate, regardless of our gifts. I know I will become a more  
well-rounded, effective disciple by praying regularly, reading the Bible, worshiping, engaging in service for 
others, cultivating Christ-centered relationships, and practicing generosity with my time, talent, and  
treasure. I don’t choose my spiritual gifts, but I can certainly choose to make these six habits part of my 
daily schedule. 
 

Of course these habits cannot save us. They do not lead to salvation. They are nothing more than our 
small worldly response to the Spirit’s action in our lives. Christ has saved us by his death and resurrection. 
We can’t add to it. All we can do is, in our small ways, consciously and strive to work in concert with God 
and get on board with his plans for us. And we can do it with confidence. 
 

When it comes to these six habits, each of us obviously is going to have more trouble with some than with 
others. For example, I might have no problem diving into God’s Word daily, but I may struggle with being 
truly generous with my money. Others of us are the reverse. Well, this is how our St. John’s vision  
statement helps us identify areas of discipleship in which we have room for growth, so that we can become 
more well-rounded disciples. The beautiful thing about all this is that, when I consciously engage in any of 
these habits for Jesus, I will experience joy. When I struggle, even just a little bit, with my weaknesses, in 
Christ I experience new confidence, a new sense of freedom, and a new happiness, in every area of my 
Christian walk. He wants that happiness and freedom and fulfillment for us today. Jesus did not die on the 
cross just to assure us that we will end up in heaven, in the future. He died so that we can actively live and 
experience his abundant life now, in this broken world, where living it can bring real challenges! 
 

By focusing on our vision statement in the coming months, our most basic hope is that each and every one 
of us will consciously pursue a new habit of discipleship. I encourage you to look at the list of six in our  
vision statement, and choose the one that challenges you most. Pastor Patti and I will provide plenty of 
practical suggestions and guidance on how you can pursue that particular habit and make it more a part of 
your life. 
 

We know that none of us will ever become complete or super “well rounded” in this life in our Christian 
walk. We are always on our way. The beautiful thing is that God has given us, in Christ, a vision and a 
promise of what we will become. He’s saved us completely by his own blood, and he’s also given us our 
goal in life…our “target” if you will…and he’s given us many everyday tools to help us grow towards his  
vision of fullness and abundant life in Christ. Our St. John’s vision statement provides an excellent list of 
the tools that God has given us as we aim ourselves towards the heavenly target. We pray that in these 
coming months, all of us at St. John’s will find look up to that vision and experience renewed peace and joy 
in Christ as we pursue these habits in our daily lives. 

The Eagle 
February 2025 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  

3220 Columbus St., Grove City, Ohio  

www.stjohnsgc.org 614/875-2314 

Letter from the Pastor 

In Christ, 

Pastor Seth  


