NEWS NOTES
March 1-2, 2025

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
(614) 875-2314 | www.stjohnsgc.org | secretary@stjohnsgc.org

Senior Pastor Seth Jersild | (217)-255-2118 | sjersild@stjohnsgc.org
Associate Pastor Patti Morlock | (740)-405-1548 | pmorlock@stjohnsgc.org

Mark Meuser, Difector of Music Ministry
Nick Grossman and David Shrum, Contemporary Worship Leaders
Susan Locey, Director of Celebration Ringers

g3 SERVING TODAY ®»

Greeters

4:00pm: Volunteers Needed
8:15am: Armand Arabian

11:00am

Ushers
8:15am:

11:00am:

Readers
4:00pm:
8:15am:
11:00am:

MD: Lois Moore
ND: Linda Diehl

Steve Marcum, David
Sweeley, Hunter Thompson
Bill Diehl, Dennis Imbrock,
Larry Sutton, Carl Patzer

Holly Starr
Gary Smith
Rick Butsko

Altar Guild
Don and Diane Carducci
Donna Linder

Acolytes
8:15am: Colton Thompson
11:00am: Layla Greer, Riley Millet

Communion Assistants

4:00pm: Holly Starr

8:15am: Fred and Susan Previts

11:00am: Ron Nighbert, Dan Yeater,
Lisa Stallard

Lessons Today
Traditional: Psalm 119:103-105, 2 Timothy 3:14-17, Matthew 4:1-4.
Contemporary: Psalm 150, Isaiah 6:1-8, John 4:20-24.



mailto:sjersild@stjohnsgc.org
mailto:pmorlock@stjohnsgc.org

3 TODAY’S NEWS »

OUR LENTEN JOURNEY, 2025 - “Living as Disciples in an Unchristian World”
Join us on Wednesdays in Lent as we are reminded of who we are and what we have
been given in Christ.

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP March 5" at 12 noon and 7:00pm
LENT MIDWEEK WORSHIP March 12—April 9 at 12 noon and 6:30pm
Wednesday, March 121" Holy
Wednesday, March 19"  Chosen
Wednesday, March 26"  Loved
Wednesday, April 2" Tested
Wednesday, April 9" Glorified

Sermons will be from the New Testament book of 1 Peter. The Apostle addressed this
letter to Christians in what is now a modern-day Turkey. Surprisingly, these ancient
believers lived in a culture very much like our own, where their faith was misunderstood,
disrespected, and often under threat. And the greatest threat for disciples of Jesus living
in such conditions, is “identity amnesia.” Our Lenten Midweek services will feature
Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesdays at 6:30pm.

SERMON SERIES: VISION FOR ST. JOHN’S
Pastors Seth and Patti will be doing a six-week sermon series ending March 16th on our
St. John’s vision statement:
St. John’s equips people to be and make disciples of Christ. This happens through
the study of God’s Word and the leading of the Holy Spirit as we help people
develop a life plan to enhance faith and grow spiritually through:

Prayer Reading the Bible Worship
Service Relationships Generosity

Our vision statement is like a target we are aiming for in all that we do as a congregation.
It's a picture of what we pray to see in every person who gets involved in the life of St.
John’s. We all have our unique gifts and interests; in a sense we all enter into the life of
our church through different doorways. But our target is the same. It's that each and
every one of us will grow to become a disciple who prays, reads scripture, worships,
serves, builds up the church, and gives generously towards the work of the Kingdom. In
this six-week sermon series, we’'ll delve into each of the six characteristics of Christian
discipleship. We think you will find it challenging, helpful, and inspiring. May God bless
us as we grow in his Word together!

RAISE RIGHT ORDER DEADLINE is this Tuesday. Please submit your order by noon
on March 4th.

-2-




ABOUT SHROVE TUESDAY: Shrove Tuesday is the day before Ash
Wednesday and is a day to cleanse the soul and celebrate before the
contemplative season of Lent begins. In celebration of Shrove Tuesday,
there will be a special dinner sponsored by St. John’s Mexico Missions with
the tossing of pancakes by Chris Cakes in the Family Life Center on
Tuesday, March 4" from 5:30pm-7:30pm. The pancakes will be delicious
and the fellowship fantastic! Presale tickets are $6.00, but the price goes to :

$7.00 at the door. Get your tickets early and join us for this special event! =

Please see Diana Imbrock as your Mexico Missions representative. SHROVE TUESDAY

EASTER CHOIR: Last fall, we invited all interested congregants to join the choir just for
the Reformation Service. We are planning something similar for the upcoming Easter
Service on April 20™. The Easter Choir will rehearse from March 12" through Easter.
We will be learning the anthem “My Soul’'s Been Anchored in the Lord,” a spiritual
arranged by Moses Hogan. As with the Reformation anthem, we will rehearse this
anthem at the beginning of choir practice. After that, Easter Choir members can leave
the rehearsal while the Chancel Choir continues working on its Lenten music. So, the
time commitment is not huge.

If you are interested, please contact Mark Meuser in person or via e-mail at
mmeuser@stjohnsgc.org so that we can have music ready for you on Wednesday,
March 12, immediately following the 6:30pm Lenten service, at approximately 7:15pm.

The Chancel Choir is a welcoming group. We would love to have more singers for Easter
Sunday. Don’t miss this opportunity to praise God through song as we celebrate the
Resurrection! Thank you, Mark Meuser, Music Director.

SOUP_SUPPERS: Please join us for our Soup Suppers between 5:30-6:15pm on

Wednesdays in the Family Life Center before our Lenten
LeNt WE[ﬁDKY services starting on Wednesday, March 12. Come break

T m SUPPERS bread together as a church community. If you would like to
donate soup or bread and are willing to help serve, please
contact Megan Grossman, 614-905-2629 or mgrossman@stjohnsgc.org.

HOMEBOUND COMMUNION TEAM: On the first Sunday of each month this team
comes to receive a Holy Communion kit. The distribution of home communion is an
extension of the Lord’s Supper and is for those who are unable to be present at the
celebration of the congregation. We bring to them the same bread of life and the same
cup of blessing so that they may be strengthened through their participation in the body
of Christ. Let us be mindful and grateful for this ministry.
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HANNAH WITTENBERG - NORTH AFRICA MISSIONS SHARING: Thank you to all
those who prayed or gave support to the missions training | completed this past year
with MAPS Global. The final part of my training was spending three months on the
mission’s field in North Africa! | went with a team of eleven others and we ministered in
an area where less than 1% of the population is Christian. On Sunday, March 2", | will
be sharing testimonies from my time in North Africa and how God is leading me to the
nations full-time! All are welcome to join!

When: March 2, 2025, at 9:30am

Where: Chapel Sunday School Class
If you are interested in hearing testimonies from North Africa or how God is leading me
now but aren’t able to make it, feel free to call, text, or email me and | would love to find
a time to connect with you! Email: Hannah.wittenberg@mapsglobal.org, Phone: 614-
357-0459.

WEDNESDAY TWICE-A-MONTH PRAYER GROUP - All are welcome to join the St.

John’s prayer group. In addition to saying prayers together for God’s

Church, for the world, for healing, and for any issues we’d like to share

with the group, we’ll also be praying for all the members of St. John’s

by name from week to week over the course of five months. All are
E welcome to jump into this group at any time! We meet in the Chapel.

Meeting Nights and Times:

March 5 at 6:00pm March 19 at 7:00pm April 2 at 7:00pm

April 16 at 6:30pm April 30 at 6:30pm May 14 at 6:30pm

Y

WRAPPED IN PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY will hold its next meetings on Saturday,
March 8th at 9am and on Tuesday, March 25th at 6pm in Rooms 103-4. Everyone
is welcome. Bring your knitting/crochet materials and any completed shawls to be
blessed with prayer. Anyone can learn to knit or crochet with our help! For more info call
Glenda at 614-352-5955 or Diana at 614-271-5775.

PROPERTY TEAM MEMBERS meet the first Monday of the month at 11am. If you have
guestions or concerns, please share them with a member of the team or put a note in
the Property Team mailbox by the church office.

ST. JOHN’S GOODTIME IRISH BAND: On March 15th from 6 to 7:30
pm, St. John's will be hosting a traditional Irish music concert by our own
St. John's Goodtime Irish Band. The concert is free and open to the public,
but there will be a free will offering for Missions. We are anticipating a good
turnout and want to be able to offer free cookies and free bottled water. In
that regard, we are asking for donations of bottled water to make this
possible. We believe we will need about 10 cases. Donations can be
placed in the FLC on the southwest wall between the hall and exterior
doors. Thank you so much!
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EAGLE DEADLINE is next Monday. Please submit your article by noon on March 10™.

OWLS EVENT — MARCH 21, 2025: Our guest speaker will be a representative of
Catholic Social Services (CSS) located in Columbus. CSS is all about building a
stronger community by offering a range of services that meet many needs. Whether it's
caring for seniors with respect and kindness, helping individuals and families grow
through educational programs, or supporting the community with family services during
tough times. CSS is dedicated to unlocking potential. Our workforce services also help
people land great jobs, boosting our community’s economy. And they’re here to make a
lasting difference, blending practical support with Christ’'s love to empower everyone
toward self-sufficiency.

A few highlights include integrating various resources and services to help clients
navigate life’s challenges, ensuring no one is left to face them alone. They are dedicated
to assisting seniors in maintaining their independence by providing the support they
need to safely stay in their homes. We provide assistance with daily tasks and ensure
seniors can live with dignity and comfort in the familiar surroundings of their homes.

The OWLS will provide fried chicken for our potluck lunch but we ask you to bring a
covered dish and join your friends for a delicious lunch and a wonderful program. Please
plan to arrive around 11:15am so we can open the meeting at 11:30am. Use the salmon
sheet in Sunday’s bulletin to make your reservation so the group can plan accordingly.
You can also call the office or call Bonnie Swanson at 614-562-8002.

Just in case you don’t know --- OWLS are Older Wiser LutheranS but everyone is
welcome! Hope to see you there!

LAY READERS are needed for the 8:15am and l1lam worship services from
January through July. Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Parish entrance.
Thank you for serving in this ministry. Contact Jo Dimond if you have any questions at
614-270-3291.

GREETERS NEEDED for traditional services. Volunteers for 4pm and 8:15am services
are encouraged to sign up on the Greeter’s chart posted on the Parish bulletin board.
We kindly request the 11:00am volunteers to contact Linda Diehl at 614-906-1408.

BULLETIN DEDICATIONS: Consider submitting a Bulletin Dedication in honor or in
memory of loved ones, and to celebrate an event, milestone, birthday, or anniversary.
Bulletin Dedications are only $20.00. Reserve your preferred weekend date on the
Bulletins Sign Up sheet on the Parish Entrance bulletin board. Please direct questions
to Barb Armentrout at 614-875-2985.
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FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP: Our worship services each week are beautified with
wonderful music, smiling faces, and flowers. Making a flower dedication for the Altar,
Pulpit, and Lectern is a wonderful way to remember or honor loved ones. Reserve your
date on the Altar Flowers Chart in the Parish Entrance. Please direct questions to Lesa
Corbin at 614-530-4984.

OFFERING ENVELOPES 2025 — UPDATE: All remaining boxes of offering envelopes
for 2025 have been mailed. If you no longer wish to receive envelope boxes, please
contact the office to let us know and | will be sure to make the change for next year.
Likewise, if you wish to receive a box of envelopes for this year, please let me know and
I will have it ready for you to pick up in the office. Thank you. ~ Jamie Wise, Records
Clerk.

USED EYEGLASSES are being collected for donation to Lions Eyeglass Recycling
Centers located throughout the world. The used glasses are repaired and distributed to
those in need in developing countries. You can donate your used eyeglasses in the drop
boxes in the second-floor hallway just outside of the library.

SUBMITTING A NEWS NOTES ARTICLE? Articles are due on Wednesdays by 9am.
Please send your article via email, sj@stjohnsgc.org, or in the church office secure slot.

PRAYER REQUESTS should be turned in by Monday morning. Fill out the prayer
request section on the salmon sheet or contact the church office at 614-875-2314. You
may also email your prayer request to secretary@stjohnsgc.org. Requests are updated
on a weekly basis.

3 YOUTH NEWS ®

LEGO CLUB with the Katterhenrich Family is meeting on Sunday, March 9, noon to
2:30pm. They start with pizza in the FLC. It’s creative, fun, and a great time with friends!
Parents and faith webbing friends are invited to join us. See Rachel for details.

NEW ACOLYTE CANDLESTICK LIGHTERS have been kindly given by Jeff and Gayla
Anderson. These candlesticks honor the memory of parents, Gail and Rosemary
Turnbull, who lives were a bright shining example of His light and love to the children
and youth at St. John’s. To God be the glory!

Youth Groups do not meet this Wednesday (March 5) and Thursday (March 6) as
it is the start of holy week. Families are encouraged to join us for Chris Cakes on
Tuesday (March 4) and Ash Wednesday worship services on Wednesday (March 5).
Youth groups will resume the following week.
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High School IQA BIBLE STUDY is currently meeting on Zoom from 7:30-8:15pm on
Monday nights. Interested in joining? Reach out to Gini Rogers at
grogers@stjohnsgc.org for the Link for this week’s meeting!

3 STEWARDSHIP ®

ATTENDANCE February 23 - 311

A SECURE DROP SLOT is located under the staff mailboxes in the hallway near the
secretary’s office. If you are dropping off a monetary gift or papers with confidential
information, please put it through the slot to help ensure security.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL AND GENEROUS GIVING TO ST. JOHN’S MINISTRIES!

How to give to St. John’s:

T + Place your offering in the collection basket during worship services.

& + Mail your offering to the church — 3220 Columbus St., Grove City, OH
43123.

R + St. John’s website — www.stjohnsgc.org — online giving is available

through Vanco Services, and we have partnered with them for more than
20 years. It is secure and safe.

Through your financial institution — they will send a check directly to the
church on your behalf.

Through the Vanco Mobile app available from Apple
or Google — again a partnership between the church
and Vanco Services. Set up a profile one time, and set
up a recurring gift, or give when you want to. Once
your profile is set up, giving is a one-touch process.

i
+

Loe

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: Adult Faith Discussion, FH Rm 001 / Galatians, Steve
Johnston, Chapel / 2 Peter, Rick Butsko, 102 / Parenting Topics, Amy Wanner, 103-4.
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL.: 2-4 years old, Rm 003 / ages 5 to Kindergarten, Rm 009 /
Grades 1 - 2, Rm 204 / Grades 3 — 4, Rm 307 / Grades 5 - 6, Rm 303 / Grades 7 — 8,
Confirmation Room / High School, HS Room 311.

SELAH ROOM: Rm 101, a quiet place available every Sunday from 8:30am to 12:30pm.
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3 CALENDAR ®

SUNDAY, MARCH 2

8:15am Traditional Worship (Sanc)
9:30am Men’s Chorale (Sanc)

9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Small Group (Lib)

11:00am Contemporary Worship (FLC)
11:00am Traditional Worship (Sanc)
3:00pm Prayers and Pins Bowling (off-site)
5:00pm Adult Basketball (FLC)

MONDAY, MARCH 3

9:30am BSF Leaders (101-4, Chapel, FH)
11:00am Property Team (204)

12:00pm Lunchtime AA (102)

6:00pm Elizabeth Circle (103-4)

6:30pm Puppets (FLC)

7:00pm Daily Reprieve (FH)

7:30pm IQA Bible Study (Zoom)

TUESDAY, MARCH 4

RAISE RIGHT DEADLINE

6:30am Men’s Prayer Group (Sanc)
9:30am Quilters (103-4)

5:30pm SHROVE TUESDAY/CHRIS CAKES

(FLC, Kit, 103-4)
7:00pm Boy Scouts #392 (103-4)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5

ASH WEDNESDAY

9:30am BSF

12:00pm Noon Lenten Worship (Sanc)
1:30pm Small Group (102)

6:00pm Girl Scouts #6679 (FH)

6:00pm Prayer Group (Chapel)

6:00pm Women’s Chorale (Sanc)
7:00pm Holden Evening Prayer (Sanc)
8:00pm Chancel Choir (Sanc)

THURSDAY, MARCH 6

8:00am Promise Keepers (103-4)
2:00pm Small Group (101)

3:00pm After School Acting Class (FLC)
3:00pm Women’s Bible Study (Chapel)
5:00pm Children’s Choir (Chapel)
6:00pm Women’s Bible Study (Chapel)
6:15pm Celebration Ringers (Sanc)

FRIDAY, MARCH 7

9:30am Bible Study (103-4)
10:30am Bulletin Team (Lib)
6:00pm Private Event (FLC)
8:30pm AA (FH)

SATURDAY, MARCH 8

9:00am Prayer Shawl Ministry (103-4)
9:00am Girl Scouts #6300 (FH)
4:00pm Traditional Worship (Sanc)
7:00pm AA Serenity Seekers (SH [FH])

SUNDAY, MARCH 9

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

8:15am Traditional Worship (Sanc)
9:30am Men’s Chorale (Sanc)

9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Small Group (Lib)

11:00am Contemporary Worship (FLC)
11:00am Traditional Worship (Sanc)
3:00pm Prayers and Pins Bowling (off-site)
5:00pm Adult Basketball (FLC)

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday
from 8am to 4pm.

DAILY AND WEEKLY UPDATES ARE POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGES.
BE SURE TO CHECK THEM OUT!
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