NEWS NOTES
February 15-16, 2025

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
(614) 875-2314 | www.stjohnsgc.org | secretary@stjohnsgc.org
Senior Pastor Seth Jersild | (217)-255-2118 | sjersild@stjohnsgc.org
Associate Pastor Patti Morlock | (740)-405-1548 | pmorlock@stjohnsgc.org
Intern Dale Stanley | dstanley@stjohnsgc.org

Mark Meuser, Difector of Music Ministry
Nick Grossman and David Shrum, Contemporary Worship Leaders
Susan Locey, Director of Celebration Ringers

3 SERVING TODAY =

Greeters Altar Guild
4:00pm: Volunteers Needed David and Lisa Stallard
8:15am: Carol Penrod Paul and Pam Wittenberg
11:00am MD: Christine Hank
ND: Bonnie Swanson Acolytes
8:15am: Volunteers Needed
Ushers 11:00am: Lukas Althoff, Nick Althoff
8:15am:  Steve Marcum, David Sweeley, , .
Hunter Thompson Communlon_ Assistants
11:00am: Dave Clark, Bill Diehl, Dennis 4:00pm:  Lisa Dubos
Imbrock, Larry Sutton 8:15am:  Betty Lewis, Karen Bentley
11:00am: Wayne and Carla Beavers,
Readers Caroline Koethke
4:00pm:  Chris Jenkins Contemporary: Brad and Theresa Wabhl,
8:15am:  Gary Smith Jackie Rutan

11:00am: Christine Hank
Contemporary: Cindy Dye

Lessons Today
Traditional: From Psalms 5 and 141; Philippians 4:6-7; John 17:1-11.
Contemporary: Malachi 3:8-12; 2 Corinthians 9:6-11; Matthew 26:6-13.

DEDICATIONS GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD:

BULLETINS: Given by Rhonda Maynard.
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3 PERSONAL NEWS »

NOTES OF THANKS:

“Thank you, St. John’s family, for the wonderful send-off, the gifts, and kind words! Roz,
the kids, and | are grateful for your generosity and love. We will be keeping you all in
our prayers, no matter where we go.” ~ Vicar Dale Stanley.

“I want to thank the people who stepped in and helped my husband, Lee Kimmins, when
he passed out and fell down until the squad came. God bless each and every one of
you! Lee is home now and recovering. Thank you for all your prayers, phone calls, and
concerns.” ~ Donna and Lee Kimmins.

“Dear St. John’s Family, Thank you so much for all of your support for the Souper Bowl
of Caring this year! Once again, we were able to break $2,000!
You brought in $635 in checks and $1462.50 in cash, for a grand
total of $2,097.50! | can’t express my gratitude for all of you and
how much we, as a church, were able to donate. | am so excited
to go out and buy food for the food pantry with the youth this
summer. | would also like to thank all of the youth who held pots tacklehunger.org
and collected the money. | also would like to extend a HUGE thank
you to Diana Imbrock for helping and supporting me with this project these past years,
as well as Pastor Patti and Pastor Seth for doing announcements about Souper bowl
the week before and the week of. | have so much to praise God for, and the turnout of
this project has added to it. Thank you,” ~ Brooklyn Cress.

3 TODAY’S NEWS ®

OUR LENTEN JOURNEY, 2025 — “Living as Disciples in an Unchristian World”
Join us on Wednesdays in Lent as we are reminded of who we are and what we have
been given in Christ.

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP March 5th at 12 noon and 7:00pm
LENT MIDWEEK WORSHIP March 12—April 9 at 12 noon and 6:15pm

Sermons will be from the New Testament book of 1 Peter. The Apostle addressed this
letter to Christians in what is now a modern-day Turkey. Surprisingly, these ancient
believers lived in a culture very much like our own, where their faith was misunderstood,
disrespected, and often under threat. And the greatest threat for disciples of Jesus living
in such conditions, is “identity amnesia.” Our Lenten Midweek services will feature
Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesdays at 6:15pm.
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SERMON SERIES: VISION FOR ST. JOHN’S
Pastors Seth and Patti will be doing a six-week sermon series starting today, Sunday,
February 9th—March 16th on our St. John’s vision statement:
St. John’s equips people to be and make disciples of Christ. This happens through
the study of God’s Word and the leading of the Holy Spirit as we help people
develop a life plan to enhance faith and grow spiritually through:

Prayer Reading the Bible Worship
Service Relationships Generosity

Our vision statement is like a target we are aiming for in all that we do as a congregation.
It's a picture of what we pray to see in every person who gets involved in the life of St.
John’s. We all have our unique gifts and interests; in a sense we all enter into the life of
our church through different doorways. But our target is the same. It's that each and
every one of us will grow to become a disciple who prays, reads scripture, worships,
serves, builds up the church, and gives generously towards the work of the Kingdom. In
this six-week sermon series, we’ll delve into each of the six characteristics of Christian
discipleship. We think you will find it challenging, helpful, and inspiring. May God bless
us as we grow in his Word together!

WEDNESDAY TWICE-A-MONTH PRAYER GROUP - All are welcome to join the St.
John’s prayer group. In addition to saying prayers together for God’s
Church, for the world, for healing, and for any issues we’d like to share
with the group, we’ll also be praying for all the members of St. John’s
by name from week to week over the course of five months. All are
B welcome to jump into this group at any time! We meet in the Chapel.
Meeting Nights and Times: February 19 at 6:30pm

/

March 5 at 6:00pm March 19 at 7:00pm
April 2 at 7:00pm April 16 at 6:30pm
April 30 at 6:30pm May 14 at 6:30pm

FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP: Our worship services each week are beautified with
wonderful music, smiling faces, and flowers. Making a flower dedication for the Altar,
Pulpit, and Lectern is a wonderful way to remember or honor loved ones. Reserve your
date on the Altar Flowers Chart in the Parish Entrance. Please direct questions to Lesa
Corbin at 614-530-4984.

ALTAR GUILD ROOM REFRESH: Did you know the Altar Room has been renovated?
It has been in the planning stages for a few years and donations from a few "special"
people helped to make it happen. Many THANKS to them!! And a huge THANK YOU to
Dennis Imbrock, Tom Lang, and Larry Sutton for their time and hard work during this
process. Stop by and take a look. It looks absolutely AMAZING!! ~ Betty Lewis and
Karen Grossman, Altar Guild Co-Chairs.
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OWLS EVENT - FEBRUARY 21, 2025: Have you heard the term “brushing” or
“phishing” on the news recently? Or read about them online or in a news publication?
Both terms are used to describe scams the “bad guys” use to steal your hard earned
money. And they don’t care how old you are! The Older Wiser LutheranS (OWLS)
February meeting will be hosting a speaker that will bring us up to date on the latest and
greatest scams and how to protect ourselves. Teri Ruslander is Elder Services
Coordinator for the Grove City Police Department. It's a meeting you don’t want to miss.

Mark your calendars! Bring a friend!
we ask you to bring a covered dish and join your friends for a G ﬂull's

delicious lunch and a wonderful program. Please plan to OLDER, ER LUTHERANS
arrive around 11:15 am so we can open the meeting at 11:30 am. Use the salmon sheet
in Sunday’s bulletin to make your reservation so the group can plan accordingly. You
can also call the office or Bonnie Swanson at 614-562-8002. Just in case you don’t know
--- OWLS are Older Wiser Lutherans$S but everyone is welcome! Hope to see you there!

The OWLS will provide fried chicken for our potluck lunch but

EASTER CHOIR: Last fall, we invited all interested congregants to join the choir just for
the Reformation Service. We are planning something similar for the upcoming Easter
Service on April 20"". The Easter Choir will rehearse from March 12" through Easter.
We will be learning the anthem “My Soul's Been Anchored in the Lord,” a spiritual
arranged by Moses Hogan. As with the Reformation anthem, we will rehearse this
anthem at the beginning of choir practice. After that, Easter Choir members can leave
the rehearsal while the Chancel Choir continues working on its Lenten music. So, the
time commitment is not huge.

If you are interested, please contact Mark Meuser in person or via e-mail at
mmeuser@stjohnsgc.org so that we can have music ready for you on Wednesday,
March 12, immediately following the 6:15pm Lenten service (somewhere around 7pm).

The Chancel Choir is a welcoming group. We would love to have more singers for Easter
Sunday. Don’t miss this opportunity to praise God through song as we celebrate the
Resurrection! Thank you, Mark Meuser, Music Director.

ABOUT SHROVE TUESDAY: Shrove Tuesday is the day before
Ash Wednesday and is a day to cleanse the
soul and celebrate before the contemplative
)) season of Lent begins. In celebration of
Shrove Tuesday, there will be a special dinner
sponsored by St. John’s Mexico Missions with
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SHROVE TUESDAY the tossing of pancakes by Chris Cakes in the
Family Life Center on Tuesday, March 4" from 5:30pm-7:30pm. The pancakes will
be delicious and the fellowship fantastic! Presale tickets are $6.00, but the price goes to
$7.00 at the door. Get your tickets early from Diana and join us for this special event!
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HANNAH WITTENBERG - NORTH AFRICA MISSIONS SHARING: Thank you to all
those who prayed or gave to support the missions training | completed this past year
with MAPS Global. The final part of my training was spending three months on the
mission’s field in North Africa! | went with a team of eleven others and we ministered in
an area where less than 1% of the population is Christian. On Sunday, March 2", | will
be sharing testimonies from my time in North Africa and how God is leading me to the
nations full-time! All are welcome to join!

When: March 2, 2025, at 9:30am

Where: Chapel Sunday School Class

Who: You!
If you are interested in hearing testimonies from North Africa or how God is leading me
now but aren’t able to make it, feel free to call, text, or email me and | would love to find
a time to connect with you! Email: Hannah.wittenberg@mapsglobal.org, Phone: 614-
357-0459.

KITCHEN RENOVATION UPDATE: If you haven’t seen St. John’s newly renovated
kitchen, please stop in and take a look. Now that the major work has been completed,
there are several items which are still needed. If you would like to donate towards their
purchase or have any questions about these items, please call Karen Bentley at 614-
570-8246 or Wilma Phillips at 614-623-2770. On behalf of the Kitchen Committee, we
appreciate your consideration of this request. Thank you.

Bunn Coffee Warmers Chafing Dishes

Stainless Steel Utility Carts Thermal Carafes

COAT DRIVE - COLLECTION THROUGH FEBRUARY! God's love is shown through
your gifts of warm outerwear and blankets for Jordan's Crossing, an organization who
offers these items (and many more) to those less fortunate. It is located on Hague
Avenue, Valleyview, on the Hilltop. This is a winter project and we'll be collecting through
FEBRUARY. Candles were also requested. The collection ‘can’ is in the Link beside the
tables there. Any questions, see Bruce and Karen Whyte in church or call 614-716-8754.

ST. JOHN S GOODTIME IRISH BAND: On March 15th, from 6 to 7:30pm St. John's
will be hosting a traditional Irish music concert by our own St. John's
Goodtime Irish Band. The concert is free and open to the public, but there
will be a free will offering for Missions. We are anticipating a good turnout
and want to offer free cookies and free bottled water. In that regard, we
are asking for donations of bottled water to make this possible. We
believe we will need about 10 cases. Donations can be placed on the left
side against the wall as you walk into the gym. Thank you so much!

SUBMITTING A NEWS NOTES ARTICLE? Articles are due on Wednesdays by 9am.
Please send your article via email, sj@stjohnsgc.org, or in the church office secure slot.
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RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE will be held on Tuesday, February 25" in the Family Life
Center from 12pm to 6pm. To schedule an appointment, call 1-800-RED CROSS
(1-800-733-2776) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and use sponsor code: StJohnsGC.

A SECURE DROP SLOT is located under the staff mailboxes in the hallway near the
secretary’s office. If you are dropping off a monetary gift or papers with confidential
information, please put it through the slot to help ensure security.

PRAYER REQUESTS should be turned in by Monday morning. Fill out the prayer
request section on the salmon sheet or contact the church office at 614-875-2314. You
may also email your prayer request to secretary@stjohnsgc.org. Requests are updated
on a weekly basis.

OFFICE HOURS are Monday through Friday from 8am to 4pm.

3 YOUTH NEWS ®

WINTER FUN for fifth and sixth grade students and their friends is Sunday, February
23, from 1pm to 5pm. We start in the Family Life Center with winter fun games, snacks,
helping others activity, crafts, and more. Please eat lunch before you come. Questions?
See Cordelia, Diana, or Laurie.

Looking ahead. Youth groups on Wednesday and Thursday nights will not meet March
5 and 6 (the week of Tuesday Chris Cakes and Ash Wednesday worship services). They
will also not meet March 26 and 27 (the week of South-Western City Schools Spring
Break).

RAISE RIGHT gift card orders are placed on the first Tuesday of every month. You
can use these cards personally and they also make great gifts. Talk to Laurie Pecuch
on how you can order physical cards. Did you know that you can also order e-gift cards
and re-load your cards on-line? Talk to Pam Wittenberg about how easy it is to place
orders on-line. With each gift card purchase, a percentage comes back to us and helps
off-set the costs for children and youth ministries not covered by the budget. Thanks for
your support!




3 STEWARDSHIP ®

ATTENDANCE February 9 - 300
THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL AND GENEROUS GIVING TO ST. JOHN’S MINISTRIES!

How to give to St. John’s:

1 + Place your offering in the collection basket during worship services.

& + Mail your offering to the church — 3220 Columbus St., Grove City, OH
43123.

R + St. John’s website — www.stjohnsgc.org — online giving is available

through Vanco Services, and we have partnered with them for more than
20 years. It is secure and safe.

iy Through your financial institution — they will send a check directly to the
church on your behalf.

D + Through the Vanco Mobile app available from Apple
or Google — again a partnership between the church
and Vanco Services. Set up a profile one time, and set
up a recurring gift, or give when you want to. Once
your profile is set up, giving is a one-touch process.
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: Adult Faith Discussion, FH Rm 001 / Galatians, Steve
Johnston, Chapel / 2 Peter, Rick Butsko, 102 / Parenting Topics, Amy Wanner, 103-4.
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL.: 2-4 years old, Rm 003 / ages 5 to Kindergarten, Rm 009 /
Grades 1 - 2, Rm 204 / Grades 3 — 4, Rm 307 / Grades 5 - 6, Rm 303 / Grades 7 — 8,
Confirmation Room / High School, HS Room 311.

SELAH ROOM: Rm 101, a quiet place available every Sunday from 8:30am to 12:30pm.




3 CALENDAR ®

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16

8:15am Traditional Worship (Sanc)
9:30am Men’s Chorale (Sanc)

9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Small Group (Lib)

11:00am Contemporary Worship (FLC)
11:00am Traditional Worship (Sanc)
12:00pm 2" Year Faith Celeb. Prep (103-4)
12:00pm Irish Band Practice (FLC)

1:30pm IQA Bible Study (off-site)

3:00pm Prayers and Pins Bowling (off-site)
5:00pm Adult Basketball (FLC)

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17
12:00pm Lunchtime AA (102)
4:30pm Private Event (FLC)
6:30pm Puppets (FLC)
7:00pm Council (103-4)
7:00pm Daily Reprieve (FH)

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18

6:30am Men’s Prayer Group (Sanc)
9:30am BSF Leaders (202, 204, Chpl, FH)
9:30am Quilters (103-4)

5:15pm Irish Band Practice (FLC)

6:30pm Blue Ribbon 4-H (FH)

7:00pm Boy Scouts #392 (103-4)

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19
9:30am BSF

1:30pm Small Group (102)
6:00pm Girl Scouts #6679 (FH)
6:30pm Prayer Group (Chapel)
6:30pm Women’s Chorale (Sanc)
7:00pm Explorers & Energizers
7:30pm Chancel Choir (Sanc)

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20

8:00am Promise Keepers (103-4)
9:00pm Eagle Mailing Team (204)
2:00pm Small Group (101)

3:00pm After School Acting Class (FLC)
3:00pm Women’s Bible Study (Chapel)
5:00pm Children’s Choir (Chapel)
5:45pm Adventure Club & Faith Trek
6:00pm Women’s Bible Study (Chapel)
6:15pm Celebration Ringers (Sanc)

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21
9:30am Bible Study (103-4)
10:30am Bulletin Team (Lib)
11:30am OWLS (FLC)
6:00pm Private Event (FLC)
8:30pm AA (FH)

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22
4:00pm Traditional Worship (Sanc)
7:00pm AA Serenity Seekers (SH [FH])

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23

8:15am Traditional Worship (Sanc)
9:30am Men’s Chorale (Sanc)
9:30am Sunday School

10:30am Small Group (Lib)

11:00am Contemporary Worship (FLC)
11:00am Traditional Worship (Sanc)
12:00pm Council Retreat (103-4, Kit)
12:00pm WINTER FUN

1:30pm IQA Bible Study (off-site)
3:00pm Prayers and Pins Bowling (off-site)
5:00pm Adult Basketball (FLC)
6:00pm Saddles n Such 4-H (FH)

DAILY AND WEEKLY UPDATES ARE POSTED
ON OUR WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGES.
BE SURE TO CHECK THEM OUT!
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