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Thereôs only a couple more weeks left to get your shoeboxes filled! We have an opportunity to share Godôs 
love with children all over the world and everyone can help! Hereôs how: 

1. Fill a shoe box with toys, school supplies, and personal care items (see 
the posters hanging around the church for ideas). Donôt forget the $10 to 
help with shipping. 

2. Bring in one or two items to go toward filling a box. Just place these items 
in the donation tub in the link. 

3. Build a shoebox online by visiting https://sampur.se/46hDaKb and click on 
the Operation Christmas Child link. You will find the ñBuild a Shoeboxò 
link here.  You can also use the QR code.  

 
Donôt forget to pray for the children and their families to experience and grow in Godôs love as they respond 
to the Gospel that is presented at the shoebox events around the world.  
 

Please contact Justin, Beth, Brayden and Addy with any questions 740-360-2752.  
Deadline to bring in items is next Sunday, November 12th. Thank you! 

https://sampur.se/46hDaKb


Two great ways to love Godôs children at Christmas! 
 

Operation Christmas Child: Fill a box, in person or online, for a child in need of Godôs love and care! 
(See the posters around church for more info.) 

 
The Bike Project: As a family, join us in the FLC, December 2 from 2-4, to assemble a bike for a local 
foster child. Bikes provide exercise, therapy, and a sweet Christmas gift for the child!  

 (See the trifolds at the entrances for more info.) 
 

Be Jesus with skin on for the children of the world this Christmas!  

Annual Bike Project 
 

Once again, St. John's is pairing up with The Buckeye Ranch to supply bikes to children in need within 
central Ohio. Corban Allman is heading up the project this year, and our goal is 25 bikes with helmets.  

Donation envelopes are located at one of the church's entrances (available October 15
th
).  

Envelopes must be returned by December 3
rd
. Envelopes can be placed in the offering plate or 

dropped off at the church office. Please make checks payable to St. Johnôs Lutheran Church. 
 

Thank you for giving kids something fun to ride at Christmas! 

You may sponsor  
a fourth of a bike for $25,  
a half of a bike for $50,  
a full bike for $100,  

or help purchase a helmet for $10. 

Questions:  
Contact Corban Allman at  
corbana09@gmail.com  
or Diana Imbrock at  

dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org 

THE SELAH ROOM is a space where people of all ages can pause and pray with their minds, voices, and 
hands. Itôs a safe, calm place set up in room 101. At any time on a Sunday morning, children and parents 
can go to this space to pause, stop, listen, breathe, and praise. Youôre welcome to stay in the room as long 
as you like, or sign-out items that will assist you during worship. The items you can use (or sign out) in-
clude fidget busters, coloring books, crayons,   markers, books, and Bibles. Please return them after wor-
ship. The room also has soft lighting, noise cancelling headphones, a white noise machine, weighted blan-
kets, and special seating. All are welcome! 
 
MORE OPPORTUNITIES...  
 

¶ Sundays at 9:30am...classes for all ages, including a parenting group that meets in 103-104 with 
Amy Wanner. Need some encouragement? This is a great place to be on Sunday mornings.  

 

¶ Childrenôs Church, led by Jenn Czaplicki, meets during the sermon time at 11am Contemporary     
Worship. Children love learning Bible Verses, singing Bible songs, and hearing messages that help 
them grow in faith! 

St. Johnõs Youth Ministries,  
continued 



 

SJYM 
St. Johnõs Youth Ministries 

Adventure Club (ages 4 through 4th grade) and Faith Trek (grades 5 - 6) meet weekly on       

Thursday nights, 5:45 - 7:15pm. The greeterôs table opens at 5:30pm. Suggested donation for the 

evening meal is $3. Each group enjoys gym time, a meal with friends, arts and crafts, and an active 

learning Bible lesson. We have lots of teen and adult leaders who love spending the night with the    

children. Parents and Grandparents are welcome to join us. We also love our faith-webbing adult 

friends. Talk to Laurie about joining us! Adventure Club and Faith Trek DO NOT MEET on Nov. 

23rd. We will meet all the other Thursdays of November, including Nov. 30th. 

 

Explorers and Energizers for grades 7 - 8 and 9 - 12 meet weekly on Wednesday nights,           

7 - 8:30pm. Learn more about it by connecting with our Interim Youth Director, Gini Rogers. Gini has 

been helping with the youth groups and is an amazing leader. Explorers and Energizers DO NOT 

MEET on Nov. 22nd. We meet all other Wednesdays in November, including Nov. 29th.  

 

AXIS.ORG is ñconnecting Parents, Teens, & Jesus in a Disconnected World.ò This website is full of 

free resources on parenting youth in todayôs culture. There is also an AXIS resource wall on the     

second floor, across from the youth office. Itôs full of insightful Parent Guides with practical tips on 

parenting. https://axis.org/ 

 

PARENTING GROUP meets every Sunday during the Sunday School hour, in Room 103-104, with 

Amy Wanner. Stop by and join the conversation. Itôs a great place to be encouraged and feel         

supported.  

 

SAVE THE DATES FOR UPCOMING SERVICE PROJECT OPPORTUNITIES! Contact Diana or 

sign up in the confirmation room. 

 

October 28  Trunk of Treat (lead games) 

All of November Operation Christmas Child 

November 5  Veteransô Luncheon 

November 19  Chili Cook-off and Dessert Auction 

December 2  Family Bike Assembly 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Relationships are important to us at St. Johnôs!  
 

We want to surround our children and youth with lots of faith-filled  

relationships, of all ages, so that they might know the love of Jesus  

and stay connected with the church.  
 

If youôd like to know more about faith-webbing, outcome-based ministry,  

our many service projects, family devotions, and/or how you can  

make a difference in a young personôs life, stop by the youth office  

on the second floor and talk to us!  

https://axis.org/


Thank you for continuing to pray for and support Missions!  

We are planning a mission trip to be with our precious children this summer 2024!  

If you have a heart for the children of Mexico and sharing the Good News  

with our brothers and sisters in Christ, come join the 2024 Mexico Mission Family!  

Mission dates are July 19th through July 29th, 2024.  

Contact Diana Imbrock with questions or to sign up. 

Hello St. Johnôs family, 
 
My name is Lukas Althoff, and I am 11 years old. This year was my first mission 
trip and first time joining the Mexico Mission Family. I have always wanted to go 
on the Mexico mission trip since my mom started going when I was 4 years old. 
When I first learned I was getting the opportunity to go this year, I was super  
excited, but as it got closer I became really nervous. I knew God had a plan,  
and I wanted to share with you about my week at Rancho Genesis with my  
5-year-old ni¶o, Enrique.  
 
On the first day Enrique was uncomfortable around me and only wanted to be 
around the other kids from the orphanage. The second day we did water games, 
and by that evening Enrique started to say a few words to me at the campfire.  
On the third day we got to swim in the pool and he asked me to take and hold 
him in the big kids pool, which was a huge improvement in his trust with me in 
just two short days. Later we went to a concert and fair. During the fair Enrique 
would ask for my help to get him food, play games with him, and so much more.  
 
On the fourth day we played some games in a mud pit. Enrique pushed me towards the mud pit and threw 
mud at me all while giggling with such a big smile. Later we went to the beach where he asked me to make 
him a kite and gave me a big hug when I handed it to him. The weather was perfect! It was extremely windy 
that day, and we were able to fly the kite easily for at least an hour. Then we went into the water and 
caught a few waves while riding the boogie boards. On our last full day together we started with arts and 
crafts. I made a bracelet for Enrique and he surprised me with one as well. At our evening affirmation 
campfire, a translator helped us share stuff about our week with one another, and Enrique expressed how 
much fun he had all week with me, especially playing darts at the fair. I told him he was the number one 
ni¶o in my heart.  
 
The following morning we had a short time together eating breakfast and then saying our ñGod-byesò  
before leaving camp. After traveling for a couple hours we unexpectedly ran into the ni¶os at a rest stop.  
I immediately jumped up, got out of the van, and gave Enrique another huge hug. I was so excited to see 
him again, but knew it was going to be hard to part ways because I was already missing him.  
 
This week in Mexico with my ni¶o and Mexico mission family was beyond anything I could have imagined. 
It helped me to be more patient with others and strengthened my faith and relationship with God so much. 
Thank you everyone for all your prayers, donations, and support to help make this trip possible. I pray that 
God will call me back to Mexico soon, and that one day Iôll get to see Enrique again.  
 
Love, 
Lukas Althoff and the Mexico Mission Family 



A SPECIAL SERVICE OF COMFORT AND REMEMBRANCE  
will be held on Sunday, November 26

th
 at 2pm.  

 
This is a special worship service set aside for family or friends  

who have had loved ones pass away this last year.  
A fellowship hour with refreshments will follow  
the worship service in the Family Life Center. 

To my dear St. Johnôs family, my brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
Greetings from Rancho Genesis in Baja California, Mexico. I was honored to be 
called by God to return for my fourth time after being away for five years. I was so 
excited to be able to connect with the ni¶os again and to see all that had changed at 
the new camp that they hadnôt even broken ground on yet during my last trip in 2018. 
This year God also laid it on our hearts to have our own son, Lukas, join the Mexico 
mission family, too. I was a bit nervous about how that would impact the mission, but 
was trusting that God had a plan and everything would work out in His glory.  
 
What an incredible week we had with our 21 kids from an orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico. God paired me up 
with Kimberly, a sweet 9-year-old girl who was there with her 10 year old brother, while Lukas was paired 
up with an adventurous 5-year-old boy, Enrique. Kimberly and I made an instant connection which took me 
by surprise. In past years my ni¶os have always been a little more hesitant to trust a stranger from another 
land who doesnôt speak very much of their native language. I wouldnôt expect anything different after all 
that these kids have been through in their short lives. However, this time was amazingly different.  
 
Kimberly always wanted to be near me, play, walk together, and hold hands. She even opened up to me 
verbally although much of the time I had to ask someone to help me translate. We enjoyed games of UNO, 
making bracelets, singing around the campfire, swimming in the pool and ocean, and playing all of these 
amazing VBS/camp games while learning about God.  
 
The only time Kimberly seemed a bit reserved was on our final day together when we got to a game they 
called ñhuman foosball.ò Imagine a rectangle about 15 feet wide by 25 feet long surrounded by 4-foot-tall 
sheets of plywood. There were PVC pipes that slid side-to-side on metal poles. We had to hold on to the 
PVC pipes at all times while sliding side-to-side and trying to kick a soccer ball into the opponentôs goal. 
You had to do all of that while being sprayed with water, eventually turning the dirt bottom into a muddy 
mess. Kimberly watched from the side during our first match as she expressed no interest and didnôt seem 
to want to join in. Part way through the match, out of nowhere, she came running in and traded out with 
someone else so she could be right next to me. We worked together with the rest of our team, laughing, 
getting wet, and getting extremely muddy, but we had so much fun. We did end up winning which wasnôt so 
bad either. Nonetheless, it was just great to see her jump into something she wasnôt so sure about and 
have fun.  
 
We had such an amazing week together and truly connected. It never ceases to amaze me how Godôs love 
transcends everything, and it doesnôt need a language to understand. I was honored to be able to be Godôs 
hands and feet, to witness not only the spiritual growth in my ni¶a, Kimberly, but to see how this wonderful 
experience affected my own son, Lukas, and his own relationship with God, too. It is my hope that the love 
they felt from perfect strangers reinforces the never-ending love our Father in heaven has for all of us, and 
a reminder that we arenôt in this alone. We can often rely on others to help us, but no matter what, God will 
always be there for us, to help and guide us, through the good times and the bad. He is our way, our truth, 
and our life. Thank you for all of your love, prayers and support for our ni¶os and our Mexico mission  
family. Lukas, myself, and the rest of the family are eternally grateful and honored to have been a part of 
this incredible mission! 
 
Godôs continued blessings to you!  
Jill Althoff and the Mexico Mission Family 



Christmas Cookie Sale Comingé. 
 
On Saturday, December 16

th
 from 9am ï noon in rooms 103-104, we will be holding our annual Christmas 

Cookie and Goodie Sale. We are asking for homemade items only.  
 
Again this year, you will be able to choose your own cookies for your platter.  
We will have prepackaged plates also if you would prefer those. 
 
Baked goods can be dropped off by 8:30am on Friday, December 15

th
 in the Family Life Center Kitchen.  

If you donôt want to bake but want to help in another way, a monetary donation to the Kitchen Fund would 
be appreciated. 
 
Volunteers are needed to help with the sale on Saturday, December 16

th
.  

If you are available Saturday, please mark the salmon insert in the bulletin or you can call Sue Sutton,  
614-539-9544 or Suzie Brace, 614-871-3201. Proceeds from our sale will go to the Kitchen Fund. 

 

 
 
 
 

For details, contact Laurie at 
lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org.  

 
ORDERS ARE PLACED  
THE FIRST TUESDAY  
OF THE MONTH.  

 
You can also order on-line.  
Talk to Pam Wittenberg! 

Connect your KROGER  
card with the COMMUNITY  
REWARDS PROGRAM.  

 
Go to https://www.kroger.com/

communityrewards.  
 

Our organization number is EY530.  
 

Shop at Kroger and a  
percentage comes back  
to the youth at St. Johnôs!  

The Chancel Choir is looking for singers for the Advent/Christmas season.  
 
For anyone who enjoys singing but may not be able to commit to weekly choir practices all year, this is a 
great opportunity to add your voice to the Christmas celebration. 
 
Interested parishioners would need only to practice with the choir in mid-November and December  
in order to sing with the choir during Advent and Christmas. We rehearse on Wednesdays from 7:30 to 
9:00 pm in the Sanctuary.  
 

Please see Music Director Mark Meuser or any choir member if you think you may be interested.  
 

You would be warmly welcomed. 

The Mitten Trees are returning November 5th through December 3rd!  
Please help fill the trees with mittens, gloves, warm hats, earmuffs, scarves, and socks for all ages.  

 
All items need to be new with tags or homemade. 

 
After December 3rd the items will be taken to the Grove City Food Pantry,  
where they will be distributed to anyone in need in our local community.  
Please contact Ellen Previts at 614-345-8576 if you have any questions.  

Thank you for helping our neighbors stay warm! 



 

Hereôs a spiritual growth goal:  

Join a Circle of friends! 
Joining our Circles is an easy way to make new friends and 

grow spiritually. Both Circles have evening meeting times. 

Contact the leaders listed above for more information. 

Elizabeth Circle  
Contact  

Sherry Nighbert 
614-581-1436 

Sarah Circle  
Contact 

Wilma Phillips 
614-875-7931 

ƽ 

 
Join us each week during the  
Sunday School Hour!  

 
We would like to welcome all children  
ages 2 and up who are not already  
attending to join us during the  
Sunday School Hour from  
9:30-10:30am each Sunday.  

 
Parents are encouraged to join one of the 
adult classes. There's even one that  
focuses on parenting related topics.  

 
If you have any questions,  
please see Tim Allman  

or a member of the youth staff.  
We look forward to seeing you!!  

ƽ 

 

7
th
 Annual Mission Fall Bazaar:  
another success!!! Woohoo!!! 
Thanks to all who provided baked goods,  

stopped by to support our craft vendors, and ate hot dogs,  
shredded chicken sandwiches, etc. at our concessions.  
Our vendors felt welcomed and appreciated the kindness  
extended to all. Thank you for continuing to support missions. 

Over $1,400 was raised!  

OWLS EVENT ð November 17, 2023 
 

The Older Wiser LutheranS (OWLS) would love to see you at our November 17th meeting. Itôs the time of 
year we share what we are thankful for and we have so much. Godôs blessings are bountiful.  
 
We are very pleased and honored to welcome Grove Cityôs 
new police chief, Eric Scott. He started his police career as a 
part-time officer for the Village of Harrisburg. Scott joined the 
Grove City Division of Police as a reserve officer in 1998 and 
was promoted to Chief of Police in April 2023. Grove City is 
growing and growing and growing which means our problems 
will probably increase as well. Come and hear our Chief of  
Police Scottôs message about the changes, etc. in our  
wonderful home city. 
 
You are invited to come join us for lunch before the program. 
OWLS will provide fried chicken. We are very happy to tell you 
Debbie Abbittôs famous meat loaf is back!!!! Bring a covered 
dish and join your friends for a delicious lunch and a wonderful 
program.  
 
We ask you to arrive around 11:15am so we can open the meeting at 11:30am. Use Sundayôs salmon 
sheet in the bulletin to make your reservation. This is a big help for our planning committee. You can also 
call the office or Bonnie Swanson at 614-562-8002. Hope to see you there! 


