
 

 FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS          JANUARY 1, 2023 
 

WELCOME! 
 

We are glad to welcome you today as we gather together to worship God!  
 

Please be sure you complete the salmon sheet inside your bulletin  

and turn it in to the collection plate at the time of communion. 
 

This bulletin will assist you with participating in worship.  

All parts spoken by the congregation are listed in  

bold print and preceded by “C:” 
 

There are also instructions printed in italics that will 

indicate other helpful descriptions of the service. 

Please see a Greeter for Large Print bulletins and hymns. 
 

Thank you for turning off your cell phones or  

putting them on “silent” during the service. 

 

We are committed to invite and welcome all to Jesus Christ,  
to equip all with an active faith that works in real life,  

and together go into the world to serve in Jesus’ name. 



 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE: In Dulci Jubilo           arr. by Dale Wood 

The tune of the prelude dates from at least 1400, but it may be even older. It was 

incorporated into a published choral work by Michael Praetorius in 1607 and has 

been arranged by countless composers since then, including J. S. Bach.  
 

Please stand 
 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

[Silence for reflection and self-examination] 

P: Most merciful God,  

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained    

minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore        

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen.  



 

 HYMN 298 “The Bells of Christmas” vs. 1-3, 6 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the                                 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:    And also with you. 



 

 KYRIE 



 

 THIS IS THE FEAST 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. 

As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from 

harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
 



 

 FIRST READING: Isaiah 63:7-9 

I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the 

Lord, because of all that the Lord has done for us, and the great favor to 

the house of Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy,          

according to the abundance of his steadfast love. For he said, “Surely they 

are my people, children who will not deal falsely”; and he became their 

savior in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence 

that saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted 

them up and carried them all the days of old. 

R: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 2:10-18 

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in 

bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their          

salvation perfect through sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those 

who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason, Jesus is not 

ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying, “I will proclaim your 

name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will 

praise you.” And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Here am 

I and the children whom God has given me.” Since, therefore, the children 

share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that 

through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that 

is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the 

fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the  

descendants of Abraham. Therefore, he had to become like his brothers 

and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful 

high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the 

sins of the people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he 

is able to help those who are being tested. 

R: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 



 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to the 2nd chapter of Matthew. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13-23 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, 

and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, 

to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by 

night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. 

This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 

“Out of Egypt I have called my son.” When Herod saw that he had been 

tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the 

children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under,       

according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was 

fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice 

was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for 

her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” When 

Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph 

in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the 

land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then 

Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of      

Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of 

his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  



 

 dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in 

a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the    

prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.   

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

ANTHEM: Behold That Star               by H.T. Burleigh 

James Hopkins, Baritone 
 

SERMON          Pastor Seth Jersild 

 



 

 HYMN 295 “Of the Father's Love Begotten” 



 

 APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Response:   

P:   ...Lord in your mercy,   C:   Hear our prayer.  
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 



 

 

Contents reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;  

 for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy… 

 … we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:  
 

HOLY HOLY HOLY 



 

 HOLY COMMUNION 

 All baptized believers who trust that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread 

and wine are encouraged to partake in communion.  

 Children and adults who do not receive the meal are invited forward for a 

blessing.  

 If you cannot come forward but wish to receive the sacrament, please let an 

usher know and a server will bring the sacrament to you.  

 If you require grape juice or wafers as a substitute for the wine and/or bread, 

please let the servers know. 

 

BLESSING, PRAYER, and BENEDICTION 

 

HYMN 510 “Word of God, Came Down on Earth”        see next page 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

C:  Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE: Postlude on a Bohemian Carol    by Wilbur Held 



 

 HYMN 510 “Word of God, Came Down on Earth” 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


