BAPTISM OF OUR LORD JANUARY 8, 2023

WELCOME!

We are glad to welcome you today as we gather together to worship God!

Please be sure you complete the salmon sheet inside your bulletin
and turn it in to the collection plate at the time of communion.

This bulletin will assist you with participating in worship.
All parts spoken by the congregation are listed in
bold print and preceded by “C:”

There are also instructions printed in italics that will
indicate other helpful descriptions of the service.
Please see a Greeter for Large Print bulletins and hymns.

Thank you for turning off your cell phones or
putting them on “silent” during the service.

‘ ST. JOHN'S EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

3220 Columbus Street
Grove City, OH 43123

614-875-2314
www.stjohnsgc.org

We are committed to invite and welcome all to Jesus Christ,
to equip all with an active faith that works in real life,
and together go into the world to serve in Jesus’ name.



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE: sur I'Introit de I’ Epiphanie by Maurice Durufle
The prelude is by French organist and composer Maurice Durufle (1902-1986), who based
many of his works on Gregorian chants. His Requiem for chorus and orchestra is his most
famous composition

Please stand

INVOCATION, CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS

P:
C:
P:

0

N

In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

: Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
[Silence for reflection and self-examination]
Most merciful God,

: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and

for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

: Amen.



HYMN 304 “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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. For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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p. For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mer - cy
F: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are
baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be our daughters and sons,
and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.
C: Amen.



FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul
delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the
nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a
bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not
quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be
crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands
wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens
and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I
am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the
hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to
the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from
the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord,
that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See,
the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before
they spring forth, I tell you of them.

R: The Word of the Lord. ~ C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is
right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that
he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging
him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as



witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness
of sins through his name.”

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P:  The Holy Gospel according to the 3rd chapter of Matthew.
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.
John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you,
and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it
is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.

ANTHEM

Men’s Choral, 8:15am “Steal Away” arr. by Michael Richardson
Chancel Choir, 11am “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”

by Dale Wood



SERMON Pastor Patti Morlock

HYMN 322 “Oh, Love, How Deep” vs. 1-3, 7
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Response:
P: ..Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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c It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itis indeed right, our duty, and our joy...
... we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;
for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

o All baptized believers who trust that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread
and wine are encouraged to partake in communion.

o Children and adults who do not receive the meal are invited forward for a
blessing.

+ If you cannot come forward but wish to receive the sacrament, please let an
usher know and a server will bring the sacrament to you.

+ If you require grape juice or wafers as a substitute for the wine and/or bread,
please let the servers know.

BLESSING, PRAYER, and BENEDICTION



HYMN 310 “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”
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DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: Fugue on the
Magnificat, No. VI
by Johann Pachelbel

Contents reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Copyright 2006, with permission; OneLicense.Net, License #4-725704; 12/10/22-12/9/23



Listening for the Promise
WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL

Baptism of Our Lord — January 8, 2023

“Behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from
heaven said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.””

-Matthew 3:16b-17-

Epiphany is a season in the church year, where Lutherans call to mind
three major events in the life of Jesus. January 6th was the first of these
events: the Feast of Epiphany, where we remember the visit of the wisemen
to the child Jesus. Today we remember the second major event: the Baptism
of Jesus. Baptism is important for Lutherans. It’s one of our two holy
sacraments (the other being Holy Communion), but it's also one of God's
greatest gifts to us.

Jesus did not need to be baptized, but his baptism lays the groundwork
for our own baptisms. Jesus refers to his death as baptism. His baptism is
different from our own, but what God does for Jesus in his baptism, God
also does for us in our baptisms. God proclaimed to the world that Jesus is
his son. In the same way, vou and I have been claimed as God’'s sons and
daughters. God also gave us the gift of his Holy Spirit in our baptisms. We
are grafted into God forever!

This time of year we talk about presents—-- gifts that we received from
family and loved ones. Today we remember the gift of baptism that we
received from our Heavenly Father. Baptism gives us the gifts of forgiveness
of sin, life, and salvation. St. Paul wrote in his letter to the Romans: “For
if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his” (Romans 6:5).

God calls us to live out our baptisms each and every day! What a wondeful
gift God has given to us! Why wouldn't we want to share with others what
we have received? Every time we help out a neighbor in need, we live out the
promises in our baptisms. Each time we pray for enemies and foes, we live
out the promises in our baptisms. We mustn’t hoard this all to ourselves.
This is a gift given to us to share with others. Jesus chose to be baptized to
reveal to us who he is: fully human and fully God.

Praver: Heavenly Father, thank you for claiming me as yvour own child.
Thank you for sending Jesus to overcome death and the grave and give us
life and salvation. In his name we pray. Amen.

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2022, Scla Publishing [www.solapublishing.com), written by
Theresa Jacobson. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright
22001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good Mews Publishers., Used by permission. All rights reserved.



