
 

 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT                DECEMBER 11, 2022 
 

WELCOME! 
 

We are glad to welcome you today as we gather together to worship God!  
 

Please be sure you complete the salmon sheet inside your bulletin  

and turn it in to the collection plate at the time of communion. 
 

This bulletin will assist you with participating in worship.  

All parts spoken by the congregation are listed in  

bold print and preceded by “C:” 
 

There are also instructions printed in italics that will 

indicate other helpful descriptions of the service. 

Please see a Greeter for Large Print bulletins and hymns. 
 

Thank you for turning off your cell phones or  

putting them on “silent” during the service. 

 

We are committed to invite and welcome all to Jesus Christ,  
to equip all with an active faith that works in real life,  

and together go into the world to serve in Jesus’ name. 



 

 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE: Behold, a Rose Breaks into Bloom       by Johannes Brahms  
The prelude is by German composer Johannes Brahms (1833-1897), a master of symphonic and 

choral composition who wrote only a handful of organ works. The prelude is part of a collection 

of 11 preludes that was only published several years after his death. 
 

Please stand 
 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the           

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and       

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C:  Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

[Silence for reflection and self-examination] 

P: Most merciful God,  

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the  

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 

+Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  
 

HYMN 269 “Once in Royal David’s City” 



 

 APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the                                 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 



 

 

THIS IS THE FEAST 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in 

your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and     

blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 

singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 

Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen 

the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a     

fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 

vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then the 

eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the 

lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For  

waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the       

burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the 

haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall 



 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to the 11th chapter of Matthew. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11  

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 

disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall 

go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the       

ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting 

joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 

and sighing shall flee away.  

R: The Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: James 5:7-10  

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for 

the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early 

and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the 

coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that 

you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example 

of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of 

the Lord. 

R: The Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  



 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life   

everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Response:  P: ...Lord in your mercy,  C: Hear our prayer.  

another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the 

blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 

the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed 

is anyone who takes no offense at me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak 

to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? 

A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed 

in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then 

did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This 

is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of 

you, who will prepare your way before you.’ Truly I tell you, among those born 

of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

CELEBRATION RINGERS ANTHEM 
 

SERMON             Pastor Seth Jersild 
 

HYMN 272 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 



 

 

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy… 

 … we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:  
 

HOLY HOLY HOLY 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;  

 for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 All baptized believers who trust that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread 

and wine are encouraged to partake in communion.  

 Children and adults who do not receive the meal are invited forward for a 

blessing.  

 If you cannot come forward but wish to receive the sacrament, please let an 

usher know and a server will bring the sacrament to you.  

 If you require grape juice or wafers as a substitute for the wine and/or bread, 

please let the servers know. 
 

BLESSING, PRAYER, and BENEDICTION 
 

HYMN 282 “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” 
 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord!  C:  Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE: Once in Royal David’s City          arr. John Innes  



 

 



 

 




