
 

 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT        DECEMBER 18, 2022 
 

WELCOME! 
 

We are glad to welcome you today as we gather together to worship God!  
 

Please be sure you complete the salmon sheet inside your bulletin  

and turn it in to the collection plate at the time of communion. 
 

This bulletin will assist you with participating in worship.  

All parts spoken by the congregation are listed in  

bold print and preceded by “C:” 
 

There are also instructions printed in italics that will 

indicate other helpful descriptions of the service. 

Please see a Greeter for Large Print bulletins and hymns. 
 

Thank you for turning off your cell phones or  

putting them on “silent” during the service. 

 

We are committed to invite and welcome all to Jesus Christ,  
to equip all with an active faith that works in real life,  

and together go into the world to serve in Jesus’ name. 



 

 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE: Prelude on “Greensleeves”            by Richard Purvis 
The prelude is based on the English folk tune Greensleeves, which is the tune of the carol 

“What Child Is This?” Legend has it that the tune was composed by King Henry VIII, but 

there is no credible proof of that.  The lyrics were written by William Chatterton Dix in 1865. 
 

Please stand 
 

INVOCATION, CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the           

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and       

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

[Silence for reflection and self-examination] 

P: Most merciful God,  

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the  

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 

+Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  
 



 

 
HYMN 270 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 

With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 

Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 

 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the ever-lasting Lord, 

Late in time behold him come, offspring of the virgin's womb.  

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, the incarnate deity! 

Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! [Refrain]  

 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth. [Refrain]  



 

 APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the                                 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 



 

 

THIS IS THE FEAST 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 

might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive 

your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16  

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 

the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 

little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord 

himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 

bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the 

time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child 

knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two 

kings you are in dread will be deserted. 

R: The Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7  

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 

God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy         



 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to the 1st chapter of Matthew. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25  

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 

found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a     

righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to      

dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When 

scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David       

according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according 

to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the     

obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including 

yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all God’s beloved in 

Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

R: The Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  



 

 Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 

took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a 

son; and he named him Jesus. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

ANTHEM:  

8:15am, Chancel Choir Rise Up and Go Tell It      arr. by Anthony Giamanco 

             with Kate Shrum, Soprano  

11am, Women's Chorale Caribbean Cradle Song           by Jay Rouse 

with percussionists Hunter Thompson, 

Diana Imbrock, and Dylan Allman 

 

SERMON         Pastor Patti Morlock 

 

HYMN 294 In the Bleak Midwinter 



 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life   

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Response:   

P: ...Lord in your mercy,   

C:  Hear our prayer.  



 

 

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy… 

 … we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:  

 
HOLY HOLY HOLY 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;  

 for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 All baptized believers who trust that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread 

and wine are encouraged to partake in communion.  

 Children and adults who do not receive the meal are invited forward for a 

blessing.  

 If you cannot come forward but wish to receive the sacrament, please let an 

usher know and a server will bring the sacrament to you.  

 If you require grape juice or wafers as a substitute for the wine and/or bread, 

please let the servers know. 
 

BLESSING, PRAYER, and BENEDICTION 

 

HYMN 290 Go Tell It on the Mounain  (see next page) 

 

DISMISSAL 

P:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord!  C:  Thanks be to God!  

 

POSTLUDE: Go Tell It on the Mountain       arr. Janet Linker 



 

 



 

 



 

 


