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| WANT YOU TO THINK BACK TO YOUR SCHOOL DAYS FOR A MINUTE — HOW SOMETIMES YOU
HESITATED TO RAISE YOUR HAND TO ASK A QUESTION BECAUSE YOU DIDN’T WANT OTHERS
TO THINK LESS OF YOU FOR THE ASKING. AND WHAT A RELIEF IT WOULD BE WHEN SOMEONE
ELSE ASKED THE QUESTION THAT YOU WERE THINKING. AND HOW IT WAS EVEN SO MUCH
BETTER WHEN THE PERSON ASKING THE QUESTION WAS THE BRIGHTEST KID IN THE CLASS.

THIS IS WHAT HAPPENS IN OUR GOSPEL TEXT TODAY. JOHN THE BAPTIST ASKS JESUS OUR
QUESTION : “ARE YOU THE ONE WHO IS TO COME, OR ARE WE TO WAIT FOR ANOTHER?”
WHO AMONG US HASN’T AT LEAST WONDERED THIS AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER IN OUR
LIVES, EVEN IF WE DIDN'T PUT WORDS TO IT?

AND NOW HERE’S JOHN DARING TO ASK —JOHN! THE ONE WHO JUST IN LAST WEEK’S TEXT
HAD WONDERFUL THINGS TO SAY ABOUT JESUS. “ONE WHO IS MORE POWERFUL THAN I IS
COMING AFTER ME; | AM NOT WORTHY TO CARRY HIS SANDALS.” HE ALSO DECLARES IN
ANOTHER GOSPEL, “HERE IS THE LAMB OF GOD WHO TAKES AWAY THE SINS OF THE WORLD.”

JOHN THE BAPTIST HAD THE ANSWERS — HE HAD THE CONVICTION AND THE CLARITY THAT
TOLD HIM JESUS WAS THE REAL DEAL.

SO WHAT HAPPENED? HOW DOES HE GO FROM BEING SO SURE, SO CLEAR IN HIS
DECLARATION TO BEING DOUBTFUL? SO MUCH SO THAT HE ACTUALLY SENDS HIS DISCIPLES
TO ASKJESUS WHETHER HE IS INDEED THE ONE THEY HAD WAITED FOR, HOPED FOR, LONGED
FOR... OR WHETHER THEY SHOULD LOOK FOR ANOTHER.

FOR ONE THING, WHAT HAPPENED WAS PRISON. JOHN HAD BEEN ARRESTED AND JAILED AS A
POLITICAL ENEMY OF HEROD, AND HIS FATE IS UNCERTAIN AT BEST. CAN’T YOU JUST SEE
JOHN PACING HIS CELL AND WONDERING IF HIS MINISTRY AND MISSION HAD BEEN IN VAIN,
AND IN SHORT, WHETHER HE HAD BEEN WRONG ABOUT JESUS AFTER ALL.

AND ANOTHER THING — AFTER JOHN HAD HEARD WHAT THE MESSIAH WAS DOING, HE SENT
WORD ASKOING THAT ALL IMPORTANT QUESTION — ARE YOU THE ONE?



SEE, SOMETHING THAT JESUS WAS DOING WASN'T QUITE RIGHT IN JOHN’S EYES. JESUS
DIDN’T FIT JOHN’S IDEA OF A MESSIAH — HE WASN;T ACTING THE WAY JOHN THOUGHT A
SAVIOR WOULD ACT.

JOHN THOUGHT THAT A MESSIAH WOULD COME IN JUDGEMENT, EXALTING THE RIGHTEOUS
AND GETTING RID OF THE EVIL-DOERS. HE THOUGHT THAT A MESSIAH WOULD COME AND
RESCUE ISRAEL FROM ITS OPPRESSORS BY CASTING OUT THE ROMANS. HE THOUGHT THAT A
MESSIAH WOULD PURIFY THE NATION AND RESTORE RIGHT WORSHIP.

ARE YOU THE ONE, JESUS, OR SHOULD WE WAIT FOR ANOTHER?

CAN YOU RELATE TO JOHN? | SURE CAN. I MEAN, IF JESUS IS REIGNING OVER EVERYONE AND
EVERYTHING, THEN WHY IS THERE STILL SUFFERING IN THE WORLD? WHY WILL SOME PEOPLE
GO TO BED HUNGRY TONIGHT? WHY, IS THERE STILL WAR, AND WHY ARE PEOPLE POOR?

ON AND ON OUR QUESTIONS GO. SEE, YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A CHRISTIAN FOR VERY LONG
BEFORE YOU DISCOVER THAT FOLLOWING JESUS ISN’T EXACTLY WHAT YOU THOUGHT IT
WOULD BE. WE THOUGHT GOD WOULD MAKE OUR LIVES EASIER, BUT INSTEAD, GOD WANTS
TO MAKE OUR LIVES DEEPER. WE WANT GOD TO ELIMINATE ALL OUR PAIN, OUR TRIALS AND
SUFFERING, BUT GOD SAYS, | WILL BE WITH YOU ALWAYS, MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT.

SO, WHAT HAPPENS WHEN GOD DOESN’T MEET OUR EXPECTATIONS. WE DO WHAT JOHN DID
— WE QUESTION THE LORD MORE THAN WE QUESTION OUR OWN ASSUMPTIONS. WE
QUESTION THE LORD MORE THAN WE DOUBT OUR OWN DOUBTS.

ARE YOU THE ONE JESUS?

AND NOTE JESUS’ RESPONSE — DOES HE CONDEMN JOHN? NO — DOES HE SCOLD JOHN FOR
SOMEHOW NOT BEING FAITHFUL — NO — DOES HE EVEN ANSWER THE QUESTION WITH A YES
OR ANO? - NO — HE DOESSOMETHING THAT | THINK IS GENIUS.

HE SAYS TO JOHN'’S DISCIPLES — GO TELL JOHN — GO TELL HIM WHAT YOU SEE AND HEAR -
TELL HIM THAT BLIND PEOPLE SEE AGAIN. TELL HIM HOW PEOPLE WHO CAME IN HERE ON
CRUTCHES ARE WALKING OUT ON TWO WHOLE AND HEALED LEGS. TELL HIM HOW A PERSON
BORN DEAF HAS BEEN ABLE TO HEAR THEIR FAMILY TALK FOR THE FIRST TIME. TELL JOHN
THAT. TELLJOHN ABOUT THE PEOPLE WITH LEPROSY WHO WERE OSTRACIZED FROM THEIR
COMMUNITY, WHOSE SKIN HAS BEEN MADE NEW AND CLEAN AGAIN. TELL HIM ABOUT



THOSE WHO WERE DEAD BUT ARE NOW ALIVE AGAIN —BOTH LITERALLY AND FIGURATIVELY.
TELL HIM THAT. TELL HIM THAT GOOD NEWS IS BEING PREACHED TO THE POOR — AND OH,
YEAH, TELL HIM THIS “BLESSED IS HIM WHO TAKES NO OFFENSE AT ME.” IN OTHER WORDS,
JOHN, SIGNS OF CHANGE ARE HAPPENING IN JESUS. GOD’S PLAN TO REDEEM THE WORLD IS
UNFOLDING RIGHT HERE IN JUDEA.

HE ESTABLISHES HIS KINGDOM NOT IN POWER, BUT IN WEAKNESS. NOT FROM A GOLDEN
THRONE, BUT A CROSS — AND IT WAS THERE THAT HE MET OUR GREATEST NEED FOR
FORGIVENESS, FOR ACCEPTANCE, AND IT WAS THERE THAT HE MENDED THIS RELATIONSHIP
WITH GOD FOR US THAT WAS BROKEN BY SIN. WE DON’T EXPECT THAT GOOD THINGS WILL
COME FROM SUFFERING — WE EXPECT SUFFERING TO BE A NEGATIVE. BUT JESUS ESTABLISHES
HIS KINGDOM WITH HIS OWN BLOOD AND RESTORES US TO HIMSELF IN WAYS WE DON’T
EXPECT.

AND | SUPPOSE EACH OF US HAS EXPECTATIONS OF A SAVIOR THAT WE WANT — WHAT |
MEAN IS — SOME PEOPLE | KNOW WANT A FIRE AND BRIMSTONE PREACHER THAT WILL SET
EVERYONE STRAIGHT BUT THEM, AND POINT OUT WHERE EVERYONE ELSE IS WRONG. AND
SOME WANT A JESUS WHO WILL CHAMPION THEIR FAVORITE CAUSE AND ASSURE US THAT
WE ARE ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE ISSUES. JESUS IS A REPUBLICAN, RIGHT? OR MAYBE WE
WANT A GENTLE SHEPHERD WHO WILL LOVE US, WHO DOESN’T DEMAND TOO MUCH OF US,
GET US THROUGH THE ROUGH PATCHES AND DEFEND US FROM THE WOLVES OUT THERE.

BUT SOONER OR LATER, OUR IMAGE OF JESUS BUTS UP AGAINST WHAT HE IS DOING BOTH IN
SCRIPTURE AND IN THE WORLD TODAY. AND WE CAN CHOOSE TO EITHER FOLLOW HIM AS HE
IS, OR WORSHIP OUR IDEA OF WHAT HE SHOULD BE. AND SO JESUS SAYS, BLESSED IS THE ONE
WHO TAKES NO OFFENSE AT ME — BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO DOESN’T STUMBLE OVER ME. OR
HAVE A PROBLEM BECAUSE OF WHO | AM.

SO GO TELLJOHN THIS — TELL JOHN THAT WHENEVER THE DISCOURAGED HAVE HOPE, THE
KINGDOM IS COMING. TELL JOHN - BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO DOESN’T LOSE FAITH AND
PERSEVERES IN THE MIDST OF WHAT IS DIFFICULT.

BUT IT’S HARD FOR ME TO WAIT WHEN GOD DOESN’T SEEM TO BE DOING ANYTHING.



WHEN GOD DOESN’T SEEM TO BE ACTING ACCORDING TO MY TIMETABLE, | TEND TO GET A
LITTLE — JITTERY. JOHN WAITED IN PRISON — SOME OF US ARE WAITING ON NEWS FROM THE
DOCTOR — SOME OF US ARE WAITING FOR A LOVED ONE TO COME TO THEIR SENSES — SOME
OF US ARE WAITING FOR OUR BOSS TO TELL US IF WE STILL HAVE A JOB AFTER THE NEW
YEAR. BUT WHEN NOTHING SEEMS TO BE HAPPENING, IT SEEMS SO EASY TO DEFAULT TO THE
QUESTION AND SAY JESUS, ARE YOU THE ONE? OR SHOULD WE BE TURNING SOMWEHRE ELSE
FOR COMFORT — SOMEWHERE ELSE TO COPE?

IT’S EXACTLY THOSE KIND OF TIMES WHEN PEOPLE STAY AWAY FROM CHURCH THE MOST,
YET WHEN THEY DEFINITELY NEED TO BE HERE THE MOST — BECAUSE WHEN YOU CAN’T FIND
THE WORDS TO PRAY AND WHEN YOU CAN’T FIND THE HOPE IN YOUR HEART TO SING, HERE’S
THE BODY OF CHRIST WILLING TO STAND IN THE GAP ALONG SIDE YOU AND PRAY AND SING
FOR YOU UNTIL YOU ARE ABLE TO DO IT AGAIN FOR YOURSELF — OR FOR THE NEXT PERSON
WHO NEEDS YOUR PRAYERS OR YOUR SONG OF HOPE.

IT’"S WHY WE ARE A COMMUNITY — A COMMUNION OF SAINTS — AND NOT JUST FOLKS WHO
GO IT ALONE — NOT JUST ME AND JESUS. SO NO MATTER WHAT YOU ARE GOING THROUGH
THIS DAY — 1 GUARANTEE YOU THERE IS SOMEONE IN THIS BUILDING WHO HAS BEEN THERE —
WHO HAS BEEN THROUGH A SIMILAR THING — SOMEONE WHO CAN TELL YOU WHAT THEY’VE
SEEN AND HEARD JESUS DO IN THEIR LIFE — WHOSE BEEN WHERE YOU ARE . THERE'S
SOMEONE WHO CAN SAY | DID IT WRONG, BUT HE FORGAVE ME. SOMEONE WHO CAN SAY |
WAS SICK BUT HE MADE ME WELL, | WAS ANXIOUS BUT HE GAVE ME PEACE.

NOW AS A PASTOR, I’VE SEEN ALL SORTS OF THINGS —1 KNEW A WOMAN NAMED SHIRLEY
WHO WAS WHEELCHAIR BOUND BECAUSE MOST OF HER JOINTS WERE FUSED TOGETHER
THROUGH A HORRIBLY DEBILITATING FORM OF RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS, AND NO AMOUNT
OF PAIN MEDICATION COULD REACH THE SUFFERING SHE EXPERIENCED ON A CONSTANT
BASIS. BUT HERE’'S THE THING ABOUT SHIRLEY — SHE WAS ONE OF THE MOST JOY-FILLED
HUMAN BEINGS | HAVE EVER COME TO KNOW, AND WHENEVER | WOULD GO TO VISIT HER, |
WOULD BE THE ONE WHO WOULD LEAVE THERE FILLED WITH SO MUCH MORE THAN | COULD
EVER GIVE HER. AND THAT CAN ONLY BE EXPLAINED IN ONE WAY. SHE IS A SIGN. SHE IS A
SIGN OF THE KINGDOM COME.

A FRIEND OF MINE BELONGS TO A TRIPLET NETWORK AND ONE OF THE TRIPLET FAMILIES
LOST THEIR 20- MONTH OLD SON HAYES TO CANCER A FEW DAYS AGO. BUT THE PROFESSION
OF FAITH THIS FAMILY HAS BORN WITNESS TO THROUGH IT ALL HAS BEEN A POWERFUL



THING TO SEE AS THEY HAVE PROCLAIMED THE LOVE OF GOD IN BOTH THEIR STRONG AND
WEAK TIMES. BECAUSE THEY HAVE USED SOCIAL MEDIA TO KEEP FRIENDS AND FAMILY
INFORMED ALONG THE WAY, THEY HAVE BEEN ABLE TO REACH THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE
AROUND THE WORLD WITH THEIR WITNESS THROUGH THIS PAINFUL TIME. THEY SPOKE
POWERFUL WORDS AT HIS FUNERAL YESTERDAY, WORDS OF HOPE FOR A FUTURE YET
UNSEEN, BUT ONE WHERE THERE IS NO MORE PAIN OR SUFFERING, ONE WHERE THE GOD
WHO NOW HOLDS THEY ARE A SIGN OF GOD’S WORK IN THEIR LIVES — THEY ARE A SIGN OF
GOD’S KINGDOM COME.

SO WHAT HAVE YOU SEEN AND HEARD? THERE IS SOMEONE WHO NEEDS TO HEAR — WHO
NEEDS TO KNOW AND HAVE HOPE BECAUSE OF WHAT GOD HAS DONE THROUGH YOU, WHO
NEEDS TO BE HERE IN THIS COMMUNITY OF FAITH ALONGSIDE THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN
THROUGH WHAT THEY ARE EXPERIENCING NOW, SO THEY TOO MAY COME TO KNOW AND
SEE AND BELIEVE — THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS COME. SO TELL — TELL WHAT YOU SEE AND TELL
WHAT YOU HEAR, THAT ALL MAY COME TO KNOW THIS JESUS WHO WORKS IN AND THROUGH
YOU. IN HIS NAME. AMEN.



