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The Nature of True Discipleship 
 

4 This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as 
those entrusted with the mysteries God has revealed. 2 Now it is required 
that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 3 I care very 
li le if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even 
judge myself. 4 My conscience is clear, but that does not make me          
innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. 5 Therefore judge nothing before the 
appointed me; wait un l the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is    
hidden in darkness and will expose the mo ves of the heart. At that me 
each will receive their praise from God. (1 Cor. 4:1-5) 

 
QuesƟon: How many ChrisƟans does it takes to change a light bulb? Answer: 10. One to change the bulb, and 9 to 
say, “We liked the old one beƩer.” ChrisƟans tend to have an opinion about everything and everyone in God’s 
Church. The judgments oŌen start over Sunday lunch or in the car on the way home from worship. And this is one 
way the devil distracts us, in order to steal the seed of God’s Word immediately aŌer it’s been planted. 
 
If you’ve ever… 1) given a thumbs down to the worship music because it was too loud or too bland, too fast or too 
slow, too tradiƟonal or not tradiƟonal enough; 2) ranked the choir, worship team, preacher, and kid’s sermon (not 
necessarily in that order) on a scale of 1-10, according to your personal preferences; 3) If you’ve ever scored the 
sermon by comparing it to the podcast you heard earlier in the week from a preacher with an internaƟonally       
acclaimed ministry, then you know what I mean. 
 
Yeah, me too. A criƟcal spirit exposes our fallen, hypocriƟcal nature. It’s just that Christ has given us a new nature, 
and Paul warns in these verses against the dangers of pronouncing such verdicts. It turns out that only Jesus gets 
to judge those who are called by his name. He has given some of us to be apostles and teachers, and if our words 
are not found to be biblical, confessional, and trustworthy, then by means call us to repent and refuse to listen  
unƟl we do! This sort of judgment is good and necessary. 
 
But we are all servants of the Lord (v. 1) and therefore fellow servants and encouragers of one another. There is 
only one Master who can ulƟmately judge our moƟves and effecƟveness. Paul’s detractors in Corinth evaluated 
him by superficial standards that had nothing to do with the gospel. His criƟcs judged Paul’s apostleship insufficient 
because he wasn’t as polished and eloquent as the “super-preachers” that their wealthy, well-educated,          
congregaƟon was used to.  
 
But so what? Does it really maƩer what a clay pot looks like as long as it faithfully delivers Living Water? In that     
regard, we are all called to be jars of clay (see 2 Corinthians 4:7). We are flawed but useful vessels sent to pour out 
God’s truth, hope, grace, and more to a world in need. So let’s not be overly criƟcal of the container, but rather   
rejoice in its uniqueness and celebrate the blessings it holds! 
 

Looking Forward in Faith, 
Pastor Patti 

Letter from the Associate Pastor 
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The deadline for the SEPTEMBER Eagle is  
AUGUST 10TH.  

Email announcements & articles to  
secretary@stjohnsgc.org  

or leave a handwritten copy in the church office. 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
 
Officers: Aaron Clark, Council President; Paul Witten-
berg, Vice President; Karen Bentley, Secretary; Kathy 
Myers, Treasurer. 
 
Members-At-Large: Warren Althoff, Wayne Beavers, 
Shirley Blake, Dave Clark, Doug Cress, Michael 
Grimm, Gary Smith. 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO  
 

The family and friends of Bob Griffith, who passed away 
June 25, 2022. 

 
The family and friends of Mrs. Dorma Sampson, who passed 

away at the age of 97 on June 29, 2002.  
 

The family and friends of Marjorie Marsh, who passed away 
July 4, 2022.  

 
All who grieve are in our thoughts and prayers. 

Church Office hours are  
Monday through Friday, 8am to 4pm. 

 MEMORIAL GIFTS GIVEN AS OF JULY 10, 2022      
 

Memorial Fund 
Given in honor of the wedding anniversary of Dellno and 
Betty Lewis by Paul and Andrea Offenburger. 
 
Accessibility Project 
Given in memory of Annette Utzinger by Beth Katterhenrich. 
Given in memory of Beulah Leonard by Patricia Marie. 
Given in honor of Gary Pecuch and his ministry by Beth 
Katterhenrich. 
Given in appreciation of the kindness of St. John’s        
members by Patricia Marie.  
 
Youth Memorial Fund 
Given in memory of Annette Utzinger by Beth Katterhenrich. 
Given in memory of Beulah Leonard by Polly Carter and   
Kellie and Dave Shiretta. 
Given in honor of Gary Pecuch and his ministry by Beth 
Katterhenrich; and JoAnne Keller and family;  
Given in honor of Father’s Day by Shirley Barnes.  
Given in honor of the baptism of Hannah Margret        
Grossman by Beth Katterhenrich. 
 
Quilters Ministry 
Given in memory of Beulah Leonard by Dellno and Betty 
Lewis. 
 
Bed Brigade 
Given in honor of Gary Pecuch and his ministry by Beth 
Katterhenrich.  



 

 

WRAPPED IN PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
Join us for the next meetings on Saturday, August 14, 2022 at 9am! 

 

We are happy to teach anyone interested how to knit  
or crochet. For more information call Glenda Allman  
at 614-352-5955 or Diana Imbrock at 614-271-5775. 

 

Do you know someone who would be blessed by receiving a prayer shawl? 
Please call Nancy Kinman at 614-875-8155. 

NOTES OF THANKS:  
 
“I would like to thank Pastor Seth and Pastor Patti for home visits with my Aunt Beulah Leonard. She enjoyed 
your visits. Thanks to Pastor Seth for his nice service. Thanks to the women for the dinner after Beulah’s funeral. 
Thank you for the Prayer Shawls.” ~ Polly Carter, Kellie and Dave Shiretta 
 
“Thank you for the gift cards given for our family through the St. John’s Adopt–a–Family program this past holiday 
season. They were very much appreciated!” ~ Kathy Rodgers and family. 
 
We would like to say a sincere Thank You to everyone who has supported our fundraising efforts so far for the 
Accessibility Project. In May we held a Meal Auction around Mother’s Day. We raised just over $700 from this 
event. In June, we held a bake sale. That event brought in $450. The proceeds from the Carnival that we held in 
conjunction with Vacation Bible School brought in over $2,000. That is over $3,000 in just 2 months! Thank you 
so very much for your support!   
 
We would also like to say a sincere Thank You to everyone who has donated to these events and to everyone 
who helped staff the Carnival. The Carnival attendance was fantastic! There were so many unfamiliar faces there. 
It was a wonderful way to welcome people from our community to our church and show them what a welcoming 
and inviting church family we are.” ~ St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Fundraising Team 

  
OUTDOOR WORSHIP, CHURCH PICNIC, AND BACK TO SCHOOL BASH 

O  D  – T  G  E !! 
  

On August 28th at 10:45am, we will combine our three Sunday worship services  
into one grand outdoor worship event. Bring lawn chairs and dress causal as we gather  

by our shelter house to praise God under His clear blue sky.  
Note that the 4pm worship service will be held as usual Saturday, August 27th,  

but please join us on Sunday for the picnic and other activities! 
 

The Church Picnic will be here before you know it! We have set aside Sunday, August 28th for this time of     
fellowship. We will gather in the shelter house (weather permitting) immediately following the Outdoor Worship 
Service. Due to the success of last year’s prepared picnic, we are going to provide a boxed lunch for the Church 
Picnic instead of having a potluck like we have always done in the past. Everything will be provided for the picnic; 
however, we will be collecting a ‘free will offering’ to help offset some of the cost. All offerings will be greatly     
appreciated! This year, we will incorporate into the church picnic all of the fun activities from the Back to School 
Bash that benefit the short term mission trips! There will be a silent auction with many exciting items to choose 
from. Please save the date and plan to spend the afternoon with us. You will be glad you did! 



 

 

OWLS EVENT - AUGUST 19, 2022 
The Older Wiser LutheranS (OWLS) would love to see you at their August 
19th meeting. The Planning Committee has invited a guest speaker with a 
topic of interest for everyone but especially older citizens. Teri Ruslander 
was our guest about three years ago shortly after she retired from the 
Grove City Police Department after serving 33 years; 24 of those years were 
spent as a detective. She worked violent crimes like homicides, rapes and 
robberies. However, she said it was the exploitation cases targeting the    
elderly that were some of her most difficult to work. In 2019 the Police    
Department added a new position that is a very important resource for the 
city’s older citizens. Teri was hired for the job! She helps people connect to 
helpful resources they may not know are available. She has a lot of          
excellent  information to share. Hope you plan to come – bring a friend. 
Guests are always welcome!!!  
 
The OWLS will provide fried chicken and meatloaf for our potluck lunch. Please bring a covered dish 
and join your friends for a delicious meal and a wonderful program. We ask you to arrive around 
11:15 am so we can open the meeting at 11:30 am. Use the salmon sheet in Sunday’s bulletin to 
make your reservation so the group can plan accordingly. You can also call the office or Bonnie    
Swanson at 614-562-8002. Hope to see you there! 

You, the congregation, and the Quilters are partners in making and 
filling the Christmas bags for the needy children. The Quilters truly 
appreciate your willing participation in this ministry. We make and 
you fill 100 Christmas bags for needy children at the food pantry. We 
need your help to reach the goal of 100 boxes of Crayola crayons. 
School supplies continue to be on sale at various stores. A good sale 
price is $.50 for a box of 24 Crayola crayons. Larger boxes of crayons 
do not fit in the bags. We can always use small plush toys such as 
Beanie Babies, ballpoint pens, and glue sticks if you find a good 

deal on them. Remember, any quantity is acceptable. Donate as few or as many as you can afford or 
want to donate. We already have enough pencils. Next month, we’ll talk about the ever-popular,     
leftover Halloween candy to add to the bags. In the fall, we will start to cut and sew the Christmas 
bags. We can use any children’s Christmas material you have or see at the store and just can’t resist 
buying for the children. Thank you for thinking about Christmas giving in August. 
 
Please donate used clothing to the Grove City Methodist Church Purple Door Free Store, Volunteers of 
America or other charities. They usually have easy drop-off procedures that should take five to ten 
minutes or less.  
 
The Quilters meet every Tuesday from 9am to 2pm or thereabouts in rooms 103-104. We are a very small 
group and like to see new faces. Come and stay as you are able and desire. We don’t punch a     
timecard. Bring a sack lunch if staying around noon. All materials are provided.  
 

“Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ.” ~ Galatians 6:2 

G  A  N ! 
Now that the landscaping around the church has been updated we are in need of volunteers to adopt areas around the 
church. This involves checking your area regularly to keep weeds from taking over your designated secƟon. We would also 
appreciate help with watering the planters and beds in the front of the church/Link/FLC during Ɵmes of drought. We have 
hoses that will reach those areas. Edging and mulching will be done for you each spring. 
 
We ask that you help us maintain the uniformity and landscape design by not adding addiƟonal plants or decoraƟons to 
your area. Please check the salmon insert to let us know of your interest—even if you have previously adopted an area or 
signed up to help at the Ministry Fair. Thank you in advance. ~ The Landscaping Team 



 

 

ACCESSIBILITY PROJECT Q AND A 
 
Q Why are we building a new Accessibility Wing onto the church? 
A To provide a handicapped-accessible restroom for our members from the church sanctuary which is 

close at hand and which does not involve a long trip up and down multiple levels, as is currently the 
case. The new wing will include a lift which will make access to the sanctuary from the North        
Entrance much easier for members with mobility issues. Also, the new wing will make traveling from 
one end of the building to the other (from the sanctuary to the Family Life Center) possible without 
using any stairs, and without going outside. Finally, the addition will provide a more welcoming 
space for guests and visitors, and create a space for us to mingle before/after church and events. 

 
Q Who is planning and building the new Accessibility Wing? 
A The McKnight Group, based in Grove City, has not only given us the most economical bid for the 

work, but also has a wealth of experience and a proven track record building church additions in the 
Columbus area. At our January 2022 congregation meeting, St. John’s approved McKnight’s design 
for our building. 

 
Q How much will the new addition cost? 
A The budgeted cost, as presented to and approved by the congregation, will be 1.3 million dollars.       

A final price guarantee will be developed during the detailed design phase. 
 
Q How is St. John’s going to pay for the new addition? 
A As of early July, we have already received nearly $400,000 in advance gifts from members of the 

congregation. When we have $700,000 in hand, we will apply for a construction loan and McKnight 
will begin the building process. We will not use any more than $800,000 in loan money. The         
congregation will rely on continuing special donations, fundraisers, and regular pledged giving from 
congregation members to carry us through till the loan is completely paid off. We will also be        
applying to multiple institutions to receive grant money. 

 
Q Can I see renderings of the building plan right now? 
A Yes, nice renderings of the design are available to look at right now in Pastor Seth’s office if you 

were not able to attend any of the congregational meetings. We’ll have renderings on prominent    
display in church throughout the building process. 

 
Q Where are we right now (July 2022) in the process? 
A Currently we are in the “detailed design” phase. McKnight is now in process of preparing the       

comprehensive building plan which will include all the nuts and bolts, ducting, wiring, and so forth. 
This phase will last at least 4-6 months. In the meantime, we continue to raise funds to meet our     
initial $700,000 milestone. 

 
Q How can I give special monetary gifts to support the Accessibility Project? 
A You can give special gifts at any time. Just send a check to the church office with a note specifying 

that you would like your gift to go to the Accessibility Project. 
 
 



 

 

ACCESSIBILITY PROJECT Q AND A, cont’d 
 
Q Will there be a pledge drive in support of the Accessibility Project? 
A Yes. In late August and early September, all church households will receive a letter in the mail along 

with a pledge card that you can fill out. There will be multiple options on the pledge card describing 
how you can give on a regular basis towards the project. We will have temple talks in church for 3-4 
weeks in the Fall leading to a special Commitment Sunday sometime in September. 

 
Q Will there be smaller fundraisers throughout the year for the Accessibility Project, which I can 

support and/or volunteer to help with? 
A Yes, our funding team is planning to have special fundraisers throughout the year, such as movie 

nights, dances and special sales. These fun events and will provide opportunities for our members to 
support the project through giving their time and talent. 

 
Q When will the actual, physical process of building begin? 
A It’s hard to predict exactly, but taking into account the 4-6 months it will take to finish the detailed 

design work, and also how long it may take to raise the $700,000 we have set as an initial milestone 
for ourselves, it’s possible we’ll be able to start building late in 2022 or early in 2023. 

 
Q How long will the actual building process take place? 
A McKnight has told us to prepare for a year-long building process, once the initial digging starts. That 

means that the new addition could be complete by the end of 2023 or early 2024. 
 
Q Will we be able to use the North Entrance to the Sanctuary of the church during construction? 
A At various points in the construction process, pedestrian traffic will need to be re-routed around the 

North Entrance to the sanctuary (and also around the north of the Link entrance at times). We will be 
communicating with our church members as far in advance as possible about these forecasted        
disruptions to our normal foot-traffic patterns. 

 
Q What kind of communication will there be between St. John’s leadership and McKnight during 

the detailed design process, and how will St. John’s oversee the project? 
A The construction team will meet as necessary with McKnight to review and approve various detailed 

designs. This will involve several sessions. 
 
Q What kind of communication will there be between St. John’s leadership and McKnight during 

the building process, and how will St. John’s oversee the project? 
A McKnight will hold weekly onsite communication sessions with our church construction team. 
 
Q What happens if we have not raised the $700,000 by the time detail design is completed? 
A We have committed to the congregation that construction will not begin prior to having $700,000   

received or identified. A guaranteed price will be generated during the detail design phase. That 
price, due to inflation, will be good for a rather short period of time. Consequently, it will be          
important that we have the $700,000 when detail design is completed, or the cost will likely continue 
to escalate. 



We’re looking forward to Fall! We are currently recruiting adults for the 2022—2023 
youth group season! If you’d like to join the Adventure Club, Faith Trek, Explorers, and/or 
Energizers Team, please talk to Laurie Pecuch or Diana Imbrock! Just want to find out more, 
we’d love to talk with you! 

Just what are these youth groups? We’re glad you asked!

Adventure Club is for ages 4 through 4th grade. Faith Trek is for 5th and 6th grade. Yes, we are going back 
to calling them Adventure Club and Faith Trek, as we anticipate a great year of being back full swing with 
meals, games, songs, and bible activities. Both meet on Thursday nights, 5:45—7:15pm. Adult and teen   
training will be September 22. Groups start the next week, September 29. Suggested donation for meal is $2. 

Explorers is for 7th and 8th grade. Energizers is for 9th—12th grade. We are back 
to meeting on       Wednesday nights! The time for these groups will be 7—8:30pm. 
No meal, but snacks are provided. It’s an evening of games, food, relevant topics, 
small groups, encouragement, and fun. Adult training will be September 21. Groups 
start the next week, September 28. 

For all groups, we are looking for adults who love Jesus and spending time with    
children and teens. Come faith web and serve with us! 

St. John’s has many awesome ministries that touch the lives of children and youth...talk to Tim Allman about 
Sunday School, Jenn Czaplicki about Children’s Church, our pastors about the Confirmation Program, or feel 
free to talk to our youth directors Laurie Pecuch and Diana Imbrock. They can connect you with the right    
people!

For more details, contact Laurie 
at lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org. 

ORDERS ARE PLACED 
THE FIRST TUESDAY 

OF THE MONTH. 

You can also order on-line. 
Pam Wittenberg is 
our expert at that!

Connect your KROGER 
card with the COMMUNITY 

REWARDS PROGRAM. 

Go to https://www.kroger.com/
communityrewards. 

Our organization number is 
EY530. 

Shop at Kroger and a 
percentage comes back 

to the youth at St. John’s! 

Last quarter raised $55.80. 
Thank you!

Link your Amazon order with 
AmazonSmile and every time 

you shop, they give. 

Our organization is 
“St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church”.

AXIS PARENTING RESOURCE: It’s a website with parent guides,             
conversations kits, expert videos, and excellent materials on parenting youth in 
today’s culture. If you’d like to be on our AXIS email list and/or like to have direct     
membership access to the website, please contact Diana Imbrock. There is also 
an AXIS resource wall on the second floor, across from the youth office. It’s full 
of insightful Parent Guides with practical tips on parenting.

SJYMM 
St.. John’ss Youthh Ministriess 



 

 

1 
Brian Burns 
Matthew Johnston-Kline 
Michael Kredel 
Ben Previts 
 
3 
Monica Cline 
Ella Kapustka 
Elizabeth Nixon 
 
4 
Christina Allman 
Ethan Czaplicki 
Mark Locey 
Ruth Ross 
Delaney Waller 
 
5 
Cody Buckingham 
Elora Grace Shrum  
 
6 
Robert Beck 
Jenny Brockman 
Jamie Dent 
Jim Jones 
Kyle Sonnen 
Brent Spoon  
Adelaide Westerfeld 
 
7 
Barbara Armentrout 
Aaron Clark 
Nickie Leonard 
Robert Rapp 
Dorothy Stephenson 
 

8 
Rosalie Daniels 
Cynthia Hutson 
Howard McCarley 
 
9 
Arica Dougherty 
Ben Ranke 
Michaela Stenerson 
 
10 
Robert Briggeman 
Kristin Champlin 
Jack Koehler 
Sam Swanson 
 
11 
Logan Bausch 
Zachary Schemrich 
 
12 
Matthew Little 
Orlie May 
Becka Potokar 
Charlie Sexton 
Lyndsey Solomon 
 
13 
Jerald McNamee 
Wilma Phillips 
Carol Rich 
 
14 
Karen Bellows 
Steven Brown 
Chandler Hill 
Megan Jenkins 
Martha Spray 

15 
Ron Kimes 
Paul Morris 
 
16 
Abigail Brubaker 
Fritz Buck 
 
17 
Emily Briggeman 
Tami Criner Muzie 
Bob Hartman Jr. 
Kayla Kochensparger 
Jane Lewis 
 
18 
Lilybelle Beavers 
Erik Henricksen 
Joy McClure 
Tim Stewart 
Evan Van Cleave 
 
19 
Christina Burns 
Richard Lyday 
 
20 
David Schoch 
Debra Sparkes 
Diana Trenary 
 
21 
Emma Anderson 
Sandy Wheeler 
 
22 
Kristina Myers 
 

24 
Emmy Counts 
Scott Hirth 
25 
Karen Yeater 
 
27 
Dylan Allman 
Linda Cash 
Larry Link 
John Uhrin 
 
28 
Lynda Berry 
Jan Gorsuch 
Beth Gottshall 
Jimmy Heffernan III 
Tom Lipp 
Ethan Weaver 
 
29 
Jeremy Butsko 
Sharon Waller 
 
30 
Abby Kozman 
Sally Weisenberger  
 
31 
Jeff Anderson 
Billy Chaney 
Mistie Clark 
Stephen Landes 
Samantha Logan 
Thadeus Logan 
Nate White 
Pam Wittenberg 

Congratulations to Nick & Megan Grossman  
on the baptism of their daughter,  

Hannah Margret Grossman 
on Sunday, July 24, 2022,  

during the 11:00am contemporary service.  

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
St. John’s will be hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive in the Family Life Center on Tuesday,     
August 16, 2022 from 12 noon until 6pm.  
 
To schedule your appointment, call 1-800-RED-CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.org with 
sponsor code: StJohnsGC.  
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP! 
Traditional 

Saturdays at 4pm 
Sundays at 8:15 & 11am 

Contemporary  
Sundays at 11am 

www.stjohnsgc.org 


