SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER MAY 22, 2022

WELCOME!

We are glad to welcome you today as we gather together
to worship God! Please be sure you complete the salmon
insert inside your bulletin and turn it in to the usher at the
time of communion.

This bulletin will assist you in participating in
worship. All parts spoken by the congregation are
listed in bold print and preceded by “C:”

There are also instructions printed in italics that will
indicate other helpful descriptions of the service.
Large Print Hymns are available. Please see an usher.

Thank you for turning off your cell phones or
putting them on “silent” during the service.

L ST. JOHN'S EVANGELICAL

LUTHERAN CHURCH
3220 Columbus Street
Grove City, OH 43123
614-875-2314
www.stjohnsgc.org

We are committed to invite and welcome all to Jesus Christ,
to equip all with an active faith that works in real life,
and together go into the world to serve in Jesus’ name.



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE: Solemn Melody by Walford Davies

The prelude is by Welsh organist and composer Walford Davies (1869-1941). He wrote the piece in
1908 for solo cello, organ, and strings. Though he composed a lot of other music, it is this piece for

which he is mostly remembered.

Please stand

INVOCATION, CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS

P:
C:
P:

®

In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

[Silence for reflection and self-examination]
Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
+Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

HYMN 804 “Come Down, O Love Divine”



APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us
food from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by
your Spirit we may love one another and the world you have made, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY



FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading
with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” When he had
seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being
convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. We set
sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to
Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of
Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On
the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed
there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who
had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was
listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth.
The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. When
she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she
prevailed upon us.

R: The Word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 21:22—22:5

And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me
the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. I saw no temple
in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the
city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light,
and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of
the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut by day —and
there will be no night there. People will bring into it the glory and the honor of
the nations. But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices
abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book
of life. Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the
street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve
kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for
the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But



the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship
him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there
will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will
be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P: The Holy Gospel according to the 5th chapter of John.
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL: John 5:1-9

After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now
in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha,
which has five porticoes. In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and para-
lyzed. One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus
saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him,
“Do you want to be made well?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no
one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making
my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.” Jesus said to him, “Stand up,
take your mat and walk.” At once the man was made well, and he took up his
mat and began to walk. That day was a sabbath.

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.



ANTHEM

8:15am Chancel Choir “Go Not Far from Me” by Niccolo Zingarelli
(1752-1837)

Lyrics: Go not far from me, O God; cast me not away on the time of need;

forsake me not when my strength faileth me.

O let my mouth be filled with Thy praise, that I may sing of

Thy glory and honor all the day long.

11am Women's Chorale “All Things Bright and Beatiful” arr. by John Rutter
SERMON Pastor Seth Jersild
HYMN 604 “O Christ, Our Hope” (vs. 1-3, 5)

RITE OF CONFIRMATION (11am service) please see insert

APOSTLES’ CREED (4pm and 8:15am services)

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Response:  P:..Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P. The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.



P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: Itisright to give our thanks and praise.
P: Itisindeed right, our duty, and our joy... ...we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;
for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



HOLY COMMUNION

¢ Persons who know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and believe in his real
presence in the sacrament are invited to commune.

¢ Grape juice is available in the center of the tray.

¢ Adults who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Please indicate you
desire a blessing by crossing your arms over your chest.

¢ Children not yet communing may come forward with their parents to receive a
blessing.

¢ If you are not able to come forward to receive communion, please let the pastor know
by raising your hand as he/she scans the congregation. The pastor will come to you.

BLESSING, PRAYER and BENEDICTION
HYMN 855 “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (vs. 1-4)

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the risen Lord!
C: Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE: Invention by Joseph Callaerts
The postlude is by Belgian organist Joseph Callaerts (1830-1901). He served several
churches in Antwerp, Belgium and also taught organ at the Royal Conservatory there.

Contents reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Copyright 2006, with permission; OneLicense.Net;
License #4-725704; 12/10/21-12/9/22
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- s God be merciful to us and bless us,
* And cause His face to shine upon us, Selah
2 That Your way may be known on earth,

Your salvation among all nations.

3 Let the peoples praise You, O God;
Let all the peoples praise You.
4 Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy!
For You shall judge the people righteously,
And govern the nations on earth. Selah

5 Let the peoples praise You, O God;
Let all the peoples praise You.
6 Then the earth shall [b]yield her increase;
God, our own God, shall bless us.
7 God shall bless us,
And all the ends of the earth shall fear Him.



Listening for the Promise
WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL

Sixth Sunday of Easter — May 22, 2022

“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world
vou will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”
-John 16:33-

This verse from the Gospel of John, chronicles the last words of Jesus to
his disciples before his arrest. And last words carry a lot of weight. Jesus,
fully knowing the events to come in his death and resurrection, and the
trials his disciples will face as they remain in the world and carry on his
mission, forewarns, comforts, and teaches (see chs. 13-16).

Jesus lovingly prepares and strengthens his disciples for what is to come.
He knew the fear and devastation his disciples would experience with his
death. And he knew they needed to know that his death on the cross was
the gateway to victory and life for him and all who believed, and not the
gateway to defeat and death.

So, Jesus proclaims he will return to them (see 16:16). And not only will
he return alive, having conquered sin and death, he promises to, one day
take them to himself, “that where I am you may be also” (14:3b). In the
meantime, he assures them, “I will not leave you as orphans” (14:18). “I
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper” (14:16), the Holy
Spirit to dwell within them (14:17).

So many promises arising from what looked like utter defeat as Jesus’
life ebbed away on the cross. But not even death or the powers of hell could
defeat him (see Heb. 2:14). So, in his last words before his arrest, Jesus
assures his disciples that, although they remain in the world for a while
longer and experience tribulation, they will simultaneously live in him who
has overcome the world. And this changes everything that really matters.

Yes, they, like Jesus, will suffer persecution and, for some, even death
(see 15:20). But, in Christ, the crosses they bear become the gateway to
victory and life (see Matt. 10:38-39). And, remaining in Christ throughout it
all brings peace and the courage to continue his mission on earth no matter
what the cost.

Jesus gives us the same promises he gave his first disciples. We too can
experience peace in him in the midst of persecution and death because, in
him, they become the gateway to victory and eternal life.

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional @ 2022, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by
Tania Frankie Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, En%Iish Standard Version®), copy:ght ©2001
by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.





