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Letter from the Pastor

I was recently reading a magazine published by a declining mainline protestant denomination. Suddenly it struck me: hardly
anyone in these articles is mentioning Jesus or his title, "Christ." I went back to the beginning and did a quick word search. The
results: in a 46 page Christian magazine, Jesus was mentioned five times, mostly in a single article by a seminary student, who
used the awkward formulation "God, Jesus, and the Spirit" three times.

On the same lines, I was reading the website of a protestant congregation recently where the pastor was inviting everyone to
come to a class called "Deconstructing Jesus."

Why are a lot of people—including members of mainline Christian denominations—having trouble with Jesus? Why do many
Christians seem to want to separate the name "Jesus" from the word "God?" The reason is simple. Jesus is a specific person
who makes exclusive claims for himself, such as "I am the way, the truth, and the life." God's Church affirms that "salvation is
found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). You
can't get too far into Jesus without having to deal with these exclusive claims. In short, Jesus simply will not fit with today's
universalism. Universalism is uncomfortable saying that Jesus is more authoritative than Allah, Buddha, or any other religious
figure.

Universalism has been around for thousands of years. Now it is the pre-eminent faith of the western world. It has even replaced
Jesus at the center of many mainline Christian congregations.

Universalism believes that in a perfect world, all things would be equal in value. Which would be true, if death were god.
Universalism also claims a veneer of "science based" authority, but not because it follows science (which is created by God).
Rather, it strangely claims "science" as a justification to reduce all things to moral equivalence. This mental habit of balancing
everything out to zero is easy to teach and learn, and can even become a kind of religious faith. College students are being
taught to see (and make) all things equal from the moment they step onto campus. The unquestioned assumption is that "if
everyone was sensible, we would all speak and think like universalists."

Of course, we know that in real life, nothing in God's creation is equal, except in mathematics. So when universalists try to fix
the world, they end up forcing everything and everyone into a mold where differences of background, differences in speech,
differences of opinion, differences in morals, differences in ability, differences in economic circumstances, even differences in
sex, all get squashed. Universalists' motives might be noble at first (e.g. to eradicate unfairness), but the end results of their
actions are almost always misery and evil. In the wake of the destruction they create, universalists often sound like the
character from Animal Farm, who explained his tyrannical actions by saying "All animals are equal... but some are more equal
than others."

Believers need to be able to see through the enemy's current strategy and call it out. God created us all marvelously with
different strengths and weaknesses, and we are all born into different circumstances. Whatever our current situation, strong or
weak, God means to be glorified in us (see John 9:1-3). Jesus didn't come to fit us all into the same mold. He came to save us
from the sameness that Satan wants to impose upon us. He loves our differences. He does not force us together. He unites us in
worship around himself. Thank God, we do not depend on our ability to be broad-minded. We instead freely gather around a
risen Savior who has paid the full price for our narrow-mindedness and sin. A Savior who, while we are dead in the grave of
our self-righteousness, calls each of us by name to come out! A Savior whose love will not be bound by our zero-sum notions
of justice, but who rather loves each individual infinitely.

Praise be to God in Jesus Christ that we broken sinners at St. John's have been redeemed, so that we can freely come together
with all our wonderful God-given differences, and be part of the multi-limbed, multi-gifted Body of Christ (I Cor 12:12-31)!
Praise Jesus, that our differences will never, ever be erased, but will in the end ring out in symphonic beauty through all
eternity to the praise of our loving Savior God!

Never be discouraged. (Joshua 10:25)

Dastor Seth.
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OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO

The family and friends of Mike Roberts,
the brother-in-law of Barbara Armentrout,
who passed away on March 17, 2022.

The family and friends of Cindy Geyer,
who passed away on March 26, 2022.

The family and friends of Cherie Kimler,
the niece of Ginny Bent.

The family and friends of
Catherine “Kate” Baumgartner,
who passed away on April 5, 2022.

The family and friends of Russell Miller,
who passed away on April 7, 2022.

The family and friends of Susan Dillon,
the sister of Carla Beavers,
who passed away April 6, 2022.

All who grieve are in our thoughts and prayers.

Church Office hours are
Monday through Friday, 8am to 4pm.

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Officers: Aaron Clark, Council President; Paul
Wittenberg, Vice President; Karen Bentley,
Secretary; Kathy Myers, Treasurer.

Members-At-Large: Warren Althoff, Wayne
Beavers, Shirley Blake, Dave Clark, Doug Cress,
Michael Grimm, Sky Singleton, Gary Smith.

Nature’s Greenhouse

Row after row of bud,
Tier upon tier of bloom,
Daffodil, tulip, and lacy fern,
Flowers in the bright colors of
Joseph’s coat
Survey their lovely world in
Nature’s Greenhouse!

~ Ada Weygandt
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The deadline for the JUNE Eagle is
MAY 10TH.
Email announcements & articles to
secretary@stjohnsgc.org
or leave a handwritten copy in the church office.




MEMORIAL GIFTS GIVEN AS OF APRIL 10, 2022

Memorial Fund

Given in memory of Chuck Bent by Phil and Paulette Holler;
Carol Camp; Beth Katterhenrich; Harry and Marian Crull;
Robert and Bonnie Swanson; and Debbie Abbitt.

Given in memory of Alice Loomis by Darryl and Jan Betz.
Given in memory of Gail Turnbull by Dan and Nancy
Leonhard; Seven and Carole Keil; and Ron and Neva Warren.
Given in memory of Darleen Kautz by Beth Katterhenrich.

Youth Memorial Fund
Given in memory of Jim Clark by Beth Katterhenrich.

Memorial Fund, Music
Given in memory of Jim Clark by Beth Katterhenrich.

Memorial Fund, Technology
Given in memory of Gail Turnbull by Barbara O’Day; Ray and
Dianne Canter; Nancy Mellen; and Linda Wagner.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!

Join us for Discovery on Adventure Island
Vacation Bible School coming to St. John’s on
June 27™-30" from 9am - noon. If you are
willing to volunteer or be a teacher for VBS
this year we need you!! Registration will be
opening soon and the community will be
invited to join us as weII All kids ages 3 (must
be potty trained) to 6™ grade are welcomed to
join us and youth entering 8" grade through
high school can contact Laurie Pecuch to sign
up as a youth helper.

Given in memory of Chuck Bent by Barbara O’Day.
Please contact Christina Allman by email at
christina.allman04@gmail.com or by phone at
614-519-8902 if you have any questions!

Benevolence Fund, Wycliffe Bible Translators

Given for the ministry of Stephen and Rachel Katterhenrich in
memory of Paul and Alice Katterhenrich, and Rev. E.J. and
Forrest Katterhenrich by Beth Katterhenrich.

Don’t miss out on a great summer adventure!

“Thank you so much for all the prayers, concern, food and flowers during David’s most recent surgery. He is on
the way to a full recovery. We feel truly blessed.” ~ Linda Chenault

“Thank you all for prayers when | needed them. | felt every one of them, and they helped me recover.” ~ Pat
Marie.

“We wish to extend sincere thanks to our St. John’s family for all your love and support upon the passing of
Sheryl’s mother, Alice Loomis. So many helped to make her funeral special. Thanks to Pastor Seth for com-
forting and guiding us in our sorrow and for his uplifting funeral message. Also, we are so grateful to those from
the Bereavement ministry who made and served a delicious luncheon following the funeral. And, thanks to those
helping behind the scenes for praying, planning, and preparing the church for the day. How blessed we are to be
a part of such a faithful and caring church family. Much love,” ~ Jim and Sheryl Fraley.

“I would like to thank all the ladies and gentlemen who are in St. John’s choir. The song
"Just as | Am" was so beautiful and touching. I'd like to express my sincere gratitude for
your many days and hours of dedicated practice at the leadership of Mark Meuser.
Blessings to each of you,” ~ Sally Weisenberger.

“St. John’s would like to thank the Boy Scouts Troop 392 for picking up branches and
debris on church property. Thank you for helping us prepare to mow.” ~ St. John’s Staff.

“Again, our members have stepped up and shown their loving and giving hearts by donating items for the Ukrain-
ian people. Each Monday, with a filled back seat and trunk of our car, we take your donations to the Ukrainian
church. They are always very appreciative and have big smiles when they see us walking in. Thank you to ALL
who have given items for this relief effort. We will continue collecting and without a foreseeable end date.” ~
Bruce and Karen Whyte.

“You may have provided a meal, made a visit, prayed with us, sent flowers, made a donation or helped with the
bereavement dinner. The family of Gail Turnbull (Poppy) want to express our gratitude for your loving support as
we said goodbye to our husband, father, grandfather and great grandfather. We couldn’t have made it through
without the caring of our church family. We are truly blessed!” ~ The Gail Turnbull Family.
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! WRAPPED IN PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
WOW A/ Join us for the next meetings on
Vi Tuesday, MAY 10, 2022 at 7pm
= and
Saturday, MAY 14, 2022 at 9am

We are happy to teach anyone.interested how
to knit or crochet.

Elizabeth Circle
Contact
Sherry Nighbert
614-581-1436

Sarah Circle
Contact Vi Davis
614-875-2605

For more information call
Glenda Allman
at 614-352-5955 or

Here’s a spiritual growth goal: join a Circle of friends! alt)lglr:ta-g;lb-rso;;zs
Joining our Circles is an easy way to make new )
friends and grow spiritually. DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO WOULD BE BLESSED
Both Circles have evening meeting times. BY RECEIVING A PRAYER SHAWL?
Please call Nancy Kinman at 614-875-8155.

Contact the leaders listed above for information.

LUTHERAN COLLEGE TUITION GRANT applications for fall semester need to be filed by May 15th. If you're a
member of St. John’s and will be attending Capital or Wittenberg in the fall, then your school offers a matching
grant up to $500. Contact Laurie Pecuch for details.

AXIS PARENTING RESOURCE: It's a website with parent guides, conversations kits, expert videos, and
excellent materials on parenting youth in today’s culture. If you'd like to be on our AXIS email list and/or like to
have direct membership access to the website, please contact Diana Imbrock. There is also an AXIS resource
wall on the second floor, across from the youth office. It's been recently re-organized and is full of insightful
Parent Guides with practical tips on parenting.

HIGH SCHOOL GRAD SUNDAY BLESSING is May 1st! Meet the graduates at a special reception in the FLC
from 9:30 — 10:30am. Graduates will receive prayer shawls and be blessed at both 11am worship services.

FAITH CELEBRATION AND CONFIRMATION is May 22nd! Join us in the FLC, from 9:30 — 10:30am for their
Faith Celebration, and at the 11am traditional worship for the Rite of Confirmation. Confirmands are: Dylan
Allman, Bella Castle, Eva Harris, Matthew Johnston-Kline, Matthew Little, James McFarland, and Grace Nixon.
To God be the Glory!

OWLS EVENT - MAY 20, 2022

The Older Wiser LutheranS (OWLS) are inviting you to their May 20th meeting.
We are going on the road again!! We hope you are excited to be getting out and
about with the group. We will carpool from the church to Motts Military Museum in
Groveport. Our visit includes a guided tour of the exhibits and hear interesting
and meaningful stories from our tour guides. There is always something new
added to the Museum so even if you’ve been here before you should join us and |
see for yourself. And if your feet get tired, there are seats inside and outside of |
the Museum. Admission is $4 and will be collected before we leave the church. ;

We will gather for friendship and lunch at The Paddock Pub which is close by |

after our time at Motts. g
MEET AT CHURCH: 10:00 AM
DEPART FOR MOTTS: 10:15 AM
TOUR TIME: 11:00 AM

We can always use more drivers if you are willing and able. Guests are always welcome!!! We offer friendship,
companionship, and support for each other. Use the salmon sheet in Sunday’s bulletin to make your reservation.
You can also call the office or Bonnie Swanson at 614-562-8002. Hope to see you there!
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Graduation 2022
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***Congratulations to our college graduates!

Darby Beavers from the Ohio State School of Cosmetology.

Brittany Bennett from the Mt. Carmel College of Nursing with a Bachelor’s of Science
in Nursing.

Allison Brace from the University of Dayton with a Bachelor’s of Arts in
Communication Management.

Lilli Daniels from The Ohio State University with a degree in Microbiology.

Rachel Dougherty from The Ohio State University with a Bachelor’s of Science in
Nutrition.

Jackson Koethke from the Citadel with a Bachelor’s of Science in Intelligence and
Security.

Olivia Lambert from The Ohio State University with a Bachelor’s of Agriculture in
Animal Science with an emphasis in Bioscience.

Marissa Nighbert from the University of Cinncinati with a Bachelor’'s of Arts &
Sciences in Psychology.

Carson Price from Indiana University with a major in Hospitality & Tourism and a
minor in Safety.

Ryan Spoon from the University of Cincinnati with a Bachelor’'s of Business
Administration in Accounting.

Sarah Wittenberg from Mt. Vernon Nazarene University with a Bachelor’s of Arts in
Educational Studies w/Psychology emphasis.

***Congratulations also to our graduating seniors who have worked diligently and have successfully

finished strong' Come join us Sunday, May 1%, as we honor them from 9:30-10:30 with a celebratory
reception in the FLC. Send them off with prayers, blessings, and good wishes!!!

Jazmin Baldree
Aiden McClure

Will Brace
Grant Poftts

Jeremy Butsko
Reagan Straub

David Haack
Lauren Wahl

SCRIP GIFT CARDS: Place your
order by the first Tuesday of the
month and within the week
receive gift cards that you can
use at hundreds of retails stores
and restaurants.

Contact Gary Pecuch at 614-620
-2659. Be sure to talk to Pam
Wittenberg about other ways you
can receive SCRIP.

Connect your KROGER card
with the COMMUNITY
REWARDS PROGRAM.

Go to https://www.kroger.com/
communityrewards.

Our organization number is
EY530. Shop at Kroger and a
percentage comes back to the

youth at St. John’s! Thank you!

AMAZONSMILE: Link your
Amazon account through
AmazonSmile for St. John’s
youth program to receive .05%
of your selected Amazon
purchases. To set up
AmazonSmile, simply activate
AmazonSmile in the Amazon
app on your phone, or go to
smile.amazon.com on your web
browser.




Want to check us out? We always welcome visitors. If you can’t or

you don’t want to come weekly, please come just once in a while.

’ You may visit as long you wish. If you want to visit longer, bring
S your lunch and stay for a couple of hours.

We can furnish you with material to make a quilt at home for any

charity. We have other activities that do not involve working with

fabric. We do stamps for the Wounded Soldier Project and cards
for the Cancer Thrift Shop any Tuesday. You may just come, sit for a while and join in the conversations. Your
visit is always welcome. Remember, a visit is not a commitment.

We have empty chairs just waiting for you at the quilting frame if you are interested in learning to hand quilt.

Want to play with scissors? We need someone interested in cutting stamps for our Wounded Soldier Project.
You may cut them on Tuesdays when we meet or take them home. The job is a sitting-and-working-at-your-own-
pace job where you trim to a 1/4” around the stamp.

The Quilters are seeking new homes for two, older, cabinet sewing machines as we are downsizing. We also
have two, heavy, portable sewing machines that we are unable to get to sew properly. They need someone more
skilled at repairs than we are. Call the church to make an appointment to see the machines.

Please donate your used clothing to the Grove City Methodist “Purple Door” Church Free Store or other Grove
City charities.

Quilters welcome you to come and visit. The Quilters meet every Tuesday from 9am to 2pm in rooms 103-104.
All materials are provided.

“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to interests of others.” Philippians 2:4

=

A minister parked his car in a
no-parking zone in a large city
because he was short of time
and couldn’t find a space with a
meter. Then, he put a note under
the windshield wiper that read, “I
have circled the block 10 times. If
| don’t park here, I'll miss my
appointment. Forgive us our
trespasses.”

Each new day’
with this note, “I've circled this iS a gift Worth

block for 10 years. If | don’t give

ticket, I'll | job. Lead 1
T ot temptagon.” 0 2 celebrating.

When he returned, he found a
citation from a police officer along




SUMMER 2022
Faith Adventures
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—  (in entry ways at church or on youth office door) or emailing Ipecuch@stjohnsgc.org.

B LO%E ~  Kindly Respond by June 1st by completing the RSVP on the back of the summer brochure
SOMER
FAMILIES
SUMMER FAMILY FAITH BAG

You've enjoyed the box! This summer we have a Family Faith BAG! The activities best fit families with children ages 3 — 12, but
they can be adapted to other ages. Your bag will include a colorful deck of 56 cards full of faith-based activities and other ideas
for families to do at home or on the go. Cards can be used all summer long. We even include some fun supplies for you!

GRADES 5—8
(GRADE GOING INTO THIS FALL)

SUMMER FUN!

On Thursday, June 23, 6—8:30pm, we have an evening of fun things planned. Meet us at church and follow the clues and who
knows where you’ll end up...but definite surprises and fun for everyone! And who knows? You might learn some things about
yourself and the God who loves you along the way!

FAITH IN ACTION

We will be putting our faith into action and making a difference. Serving is important and we need you to do it! Join us July 11—
14 (that’s Monday through Thursday) from 6—8:30pm. Dinner included. We will have a variety of service experiences throughout
the week. Always fun, never boring, and definitely worth-while. Come make a difference for Jesus’ sake!

GRADES 9—12+
(GRADE GOING INTO THIS FALL)

GLOW OVERNIGHTER!

Yes, we did say it! We are having an overnight event for you on Monday, June 20, starting at 6pm and going through Tuesday,
June 21, ending at 10am. We know the overnight part is the best part, but we think you’ll get a lot out of everything we have
planned....expect fun, lots of food, crazy challenges, mindful practices you can do all summer, meaningful connections...and all
the other things that make an overnighter so much fun!

FAITH IN ACTION

You will find purpose, belonging, and even a sense of Christian identity when you serve and help others. Come serve with us
July 11—14 (that’'s Monday through Thursday) from 10am to 2pm. Lunch included. For your age group, we will be going
off-site for many of the projects.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

VBS will be held in the morning, June 27—30. Training for teen leaders (going into 8th grade and up) will be Sunday, June 26,
9:30—10:30am.

Other activities for all ages throughout the summer, watch the bulletin for updates!




New Life

My heart leaps with joy

After the long winter is done
When | see the flowers blooming

In the sun.

When the bulbs buried beneath the earth

Rise and burst into bud again,

All the questions | asked of God in the snowtime
Are answered in the blossoms of Spring!

~ Ada Weygandt

Mark Alter
Lisa Schultz
Joshua Severs

2

Dustin Flint
Jacob Funk
Marty Pfeifer
Heather Pierre
Gary Suelter

3

Jerry Boniphant
Terry Orahood
Chelsea Smith

4

AJ Alonso

Amanda Kredel
Morgan von Lohr IV

5

Arlene Hamilton

Abby Johnston Jump
Michael Caleb Schweibert
Nate Wanner

Dorothy Wilhide

6

Leanne Brandt
Elizabeth Clark
Stephanie Potokar
Robert Swanson

7

Suzie Brace
Doug Knisely
Paul Offenburger
Evelyn Potokar

9
Beth Barrow
Leigh Counts

10

Ann Jones
Nikki Kimmins
Teresa Miller

1
Ryan Waller

12

Alex Cermak
Isaac Overly
Megan Walsh
Sarah Weber
Merrick Wilson

13
Olivia Branham
Jacob Patterson

14

Bailey Bennett
Lynne Ehrlich
Isaac Pence
James Wilkins

15

Stephanie Allmon
Ruth Bickenheuser
Lesa Corbin

Kara Hunt

Nancy Moody

16

Sidney Frasher
Riley Millet
Erin Wahl

17
Heather Rayburn
John Lee Schemrich

18
Lukas Althoff
Judy Taylor

20
Tim Allman
Denise Reynard

22

Michael Baldree, I
Nick Dye

Alison Frasher
Christopher Hirth
Emily Larson
Bobby Wycoff, Jr.

23
Joshua Kauffman

24
Ana Gantz
Addison Hartley

25

Ruth Emmelhainz
Megan Robinholt
Theresa Wahl

26

Jacquie Hartman
Jerry Kauffman
Isaiah Keller
Owen Vanderwerf

29

Shirley Blake
Mitch Walkowiak
Vicki Weber
Abby Zeszotek

30

James Counts
Karla Gutheil
June Stimpfle

31

Gretchen Jeffers
Jackson Koethke
Jacob Miller
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church NON-PROFIT

3220 Columbus Street OEGSA';'OZQ;'ON

Grove City, Ohio 43123-3297 oA

614-875-2314 Permit No. 10

DATED MATERIALS Grove City, Ohio 43123-3297
May 2022

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Traditional
% @é Saturdays at 4pm
Sundays at 8:15 & 11am
May 2022 Contemporary
Sundays at 11am
www.stjohnsgc.org




