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Letter from the Associate Pastor

Dear Disciples of Jesus,

As you read this newsletter, it’s not yet Easter, not yet time to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord.
This got me to thinking about the in-between of Holy Week and Easter Sunday. Smack in the middle of
all that is Holy Saturday.

For all the things written in the Scriptures about the trial, crucifixion and death of Jesus, there’s very
little, if anything said about what happened on Saturday. In John’s Gospel, the last we hear is that
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus have secretly anointed Jesus body in myrrh and aloes, wrapped
him in a linen cloth and placed him in a new tomb. But because it was the Day of Preparation, and
because it was almost sundown, they would have had to hurry home for the beginning of Passover.

Can you imagine them gathering in their homes for Passover? For all those who had known and loved
Jesus, it would have been a most somber of celebratory meals. The tears would have flown freely as
they remembered their beloved friend.

Anyone in our congregation who has tried to celebrate a holiday after the death of a loved one, or who
has come to the birthday of a loved one who has died recently, knows how hard it is, and how empty
that empty chair can be.

Holy Saturday provides us with an opportunity to remember our shared grief in a way that is rare. Sure,
there are times when we lose someone who is well known in the community or church and it draws us
all together as one body, but this day is an opportunity for all of us to grieve the death of our beloved
Jesus.

John gives us the lead on how to do this — to keep silent, to utter not a word. To stop by church and sit
in the stillness of the sanctuary and reflect on what it would mean to live in a world without God in it.
To reflect on what you would say at a memorial service for Jesus if given the opportunity. To
acknowledge the death of Jesus in a way that seems most appropriate for you.

Think about what you did on the day a loved one died. You go to the funeral home, you pick out the
clothes, the casket or urn, make plans for the service, welcome friends, and family, but mostly, you
weep. You just weep. Mourning is the most profound act we can experience at the death of a loved one.
To mourn is to acknowledge a profound loss. To avoid mourning by staying busy or denying the pain is
to invite it back in years to come. Holy Saturday is a day for tears, a day for mourning. Is there any
remembrance of a loved one more eloquent than that?

Lookbing Forward in Faith,
Pactor Patte



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF

614-875-2314
217-255-2118

Seth Jersild, Senior Pastor
sjersild@stjohnsgc.org

614-875-2314
740-405-1548

Patricia A. Morlock, Assoc. Pastor
pmorlock@stjohnsgc.org

Tim Allman, 614-875-2314
Sunday School Superintendent
Elaine Bennett, Dir. of Lay Ministries 614-446-0148
elaine.bennett@stjohnsgc.org
Michael Esposito, Business Manager ~ 614- 875-2314
mesposito@stjohnsgc.org
Nick Grossman, 614-875-2314
Contemporary Worship Leader

Diana Imbrock, 614-271-5775
Youth Director grades 7-12, dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org

Susan Abbott Locey, 614-208-8215

Bell Choir Director

Mark Meuser, 614-875-2314
Director of Music Ministries, mmeuser@stjohnsgc.org

Janice Miller, Recorder 614-875-2314

jmiller@stjohnsgc.org

Kathryn Mullins, Office Administrator 614-875-2314
secretary@stjohnsgc.org

Gary Pecuch, Youth Ministry 614-620-2659
Coordinator/Confirmation, gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org

Laurie Pecuch, 614-620-2669
Youth Director grades K-12, Ipecuch@stjohnsgc.org

David Shrum, 614-875-2314
Contemporary Music Leader
Karen Whyte, Librarian 614-878-9392

barnowl@iwaynet.net

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
IS EXTENDED TO

The family and friends of Chuck Bent, who passed away on
February 21, 2022.

The family and friends of Alice Loomis, who passed away on
March 9, 2022.

the family and friends of Carol Derouaux, who passed away
March 11, 2022.

All who grieve are in our thoughts and prayers.

Thank you for the good days, Lord,
Also, thank you for the bad.
The bad days will remind me

Your armor must be clad.

When | am again tempted
To forego the narrow way,
That would lead me to your mansion,
From your holy way | mustn’t stray.

So Lord, | turned around
And live my life to please you.
Then | shall pass through Heaven’s gate
To live my life anew, so true.

Church Office hours are
Monday through Friday, 8am to 4pm.

~ Ardeth L. Distelhorst
W"’:ﬂ‘-‘- : : g

WAy

P

[

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Officers: Aaron Clark, Council President; Paul
Wittenberg, Vice President; Karen Bentley,
Secretary; Kathy Myers, Treasurer.

Members-At-Large: Warren Althoff, Wayne
Beavers, Shirley Blake, Dave Clark, Doug Cress,
Michael Grimm, Sky Singleton, Gary Smith.

QUARTERLY CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS
WILL BE HELD FOLLOWING EACH WORSHIP SERVICE ON
APRIL 23RD AND 24TH.

The deadline for the MAY Eagle is
APRIL 10TH.
Email announcements & articles to
secretary@stjohnsgc.org
or leave a handwritten copy in the church office.
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“SOUPER BOWL 2022! Due to generous contributions of the congregatlon we were able to raise a new
grand total of $2,170.08. This will go a long way to feeding those in need. I'd like to thank those who helped in
collecting these gifts; Alice Starr, Jaxon Starr, Ben Previts, Ellen Previts, Jaylynn Jermann, Cordelia Wanner,
Bella Castle, Matthew Johnston-Kline, Jeremy Butsko, Lauren Wahl, and Truman Allman. Again, thank you so
much for your generosity. God bless you!” ~ Blake Lang

“Dear St. John’s: Thank you for the gift card for the Kentucky tornados. | am scheduling volunteers and
continue to send lots of help to the families. Your prayers and support are so deeply appreciated! God Bless,”
~ Mary Bates, NALC Disaster Response Coordinator.

“Thank you to all who contributed during the annual coat collection. Hundreds of winter coats, hats, blankets,
and other winter clothing for the mission in Franklinton were delivered on Sunday nights before their Sunday
evening service. This winter had its ups and downs and some very, very cold days and nights. Many people
were kept warm because of your donations. Blessings were abundant through your gifts! Again, thank you
again with the wonderful response to our appeal. Every year, our members prove very generous. Blessings,”
~ Bruce and Karen Whyte.

“Thank you so much to everyone and God bless! Just want to thank my church people for the gift | was sent.
Love ya all.” ~ Ruth Emmelhainz.

“l cannot express the thankfulness in my heart for all you wonderful people at St. John’s during the illness and
death of my husband. Both pastors have been wonderful to me consoling and praying with me. The kitchen
workers did a fabulous job on the bereavement dinner. All the food brought to my home was so helpful to me
and my out of town guests, the many sympathy cards, phone calls and prayers were very uplifting. Don't know
what | would have done without you! You're a wonderful bunch of Christians. Thanks to you with all my heart!”
~ Ginny Bent.

“Thank you so much for all the prayers, concern, food and flowers during David’s most recent surgery. He is
on the way to a full recovery. We feel truly blessed.” ~ Linda Chenault

OUR NEXT RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE IS TUESDAY, APRIL 26

The journey of a pint of lifesaving blood begins with you! We collected 28 units of blood products at our drive
held in February. That is 84 critical medical products for our local hospitals! Those units collected at St. John’s
were distributed to the following local hospitals:

GRADY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, DELAWARE
ADENA REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER
MT CARMEL ST ANN'S HOSPITAL
GALION COM.MUNITY HOSPITAL
GENESIS HOSPITAL

Each local drive is an integral piece of a puzzle to secure a healthy, readily available blood supply. Your role
as a Blood Donor is critical to support our communities. We’re so grateful for your participation and hope you
feel the pride of extraordinary service to your community and beyond.

ALTAR GUILD NEEDS YOU!

The Altar Guild Team is looking for members to assist in communion preparation. We are looking for a few to
several people. Volunteers can sign up for a single date or on a regular basis. An Altar Guild member will
guide volunteers through the first several weeks. It is not necessary for those who volunteer to attend any
meetings.

Please contact Betty Lewis, 614-272-6696, or Karen Grossman, 614-578-3198, for more information.




MEMORIAL GIFTS GIVEN AS OF MARCH 6, 2022

Memorial Fund

Given in memory of Chuck Bent by Phyllis Edwards; Larry and Becky Link; Margie Kennell; Don and Glenda
Allman; JoAnne Keller; Connie Sonnen; Nancy Kinman; Mary Lou Mauch; Beverly Corbett; Richard Rush; Jim
and Ann Jones; Karl and Margaret Barth; Susan Koehler; Marilyn Wright; and Jim and Carol Rorick.

Given in memory of Paula Ames by lke and Shelah Stage.

Given in memory of Bernice Chaddock, Denise Corkwell, Rose Mary Krebs, Connie Taylor, Gail Turnbull,
Dorothy Mackey, and Sandy Hayes by Jim and Carol Rorick.

Given in memory of Janet and Bill Spitzer by Lulu Grove and family; Harriet Seidle; and Brenton and Sheryl
Haas.

Given in memory of Alice Sweeley by David and Karen Grossman; and Marilyn Wade.

Given in memory of Connie Taylor by Laura Rush; Dellno and Betty Lewis; and Connie Sonnen.

Given in memory of Annette Utzinger by Tom and Jeanne Phillips; Jim and Carol Rorick; David and Karen
Grossman; Brad Schleppi and family; Don and Glenda Allman; Phil and Cindy Pennington; and Debbie Abbitt.
Given in memory of Roger Spillman by Ed and Glenda Sheets.

Given in memory of Carl Black, anonymously by a friend.

Given in memory of Carl Kinman, Deloris Jersild, David Mauch, Richard Imbrock, Janice Yeater, and
Marilyn Gibboney by Phil and Cindy Pennington.

Good Samaritan Fund

Given in memory of Paula Ames by Laura Anthony and family. j& %I/[/@
Current Fund 6)%

Given in memory of Chuck Bent by Barry and Nancy Fisher. F/ﬂ@/y/

Memorial Fund, OWLS
Given in memory of Chuck Bent by Dellno and Betty Lewis; and Laura Rush.

Youth Memorial Fund

Given in memory of Bernice Chaddock, Paula Ames, and Annette Utzinger by John and Judy Lechner.
Given in memory of Alice Sweeley by Holly and Kevin Starr; and John and Judy Lechner.

Given in honor of the baptism of James Henrich Shrum by Beth Katterhenrich.

Memorial Fund, Handbells
Given in memory of Bernice Chaddock by Karen and Michael Patterson.

Bed Brigade
Given in memory of Chuck Bent by Keith and Jane Stenerson.

Given in memory of Gail Turnbull by Charlotte Rausch.
Given in memory of Annette Utzinger by Suzie Long.

Accessibility Fund
Given in memory of Gail Turnbull by Steve and Ronette Askew; and Don and Glenda Allman.
Given in memory of Carl Kinman by Debbie Abbitt; and Don and Glenda Allman.

Memorial Fund, Music
Given in memory of Alice Sweeley and Paula Ames by Jim and Carol Rorick; and Don and Glenda Allman.

Memorial Fund, Technology
Given in memory of Gail Turnbull by David and Karen Grossman.




OUR LENTEN JOURNEY
“The 7 Penitential Psalms”

The Book of Psalms is the great prayerbook of
the church, even as it has always been for the
Jewish people. There is truly a psalm for every
occasion in life.

Over the centuries, seven psalms in particular
have been a source of insight and meaning to
those in need of repentance, those harassed by
sin, those who need to confess their sin and turn
to God’s loving mercy for rescue. The church
assigns them during Lent as a way to encourage
the repentant faithful to pray them. During Lent,

LENT AND EASTER CALENDAR
April 3—Easter Egg Stuffing 12pm
Palm Sunday Rehearsal 12pm
April 6—Wednesday Lenten Worship at 12 noon and 6:30pm

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER WORSHIP SERVICES
April 9 —Easter Family Fun Day 10am
“The Cry of the Whole Congregation” Sat. 4pm
April 10—Palm Sunday
“The Cry of the Whole Congregation”8:15 & 11am
April 14—Maundy Thursday 7pm Worship
with Holy Communion and Stripping the Altar
April 15—Good Friday Worship at 12 noon and 7pm
April 16—Saturday 4pm Traditional service
April 17—Easter Sunday

we will reflect on these seven psalms as part of
our Lenten Discipline.

Easter Breakfast 7am
Traditional - Sunday at 8:15am & 11am
Contemporary - Sunday at 11am

EASTER SUNDAY BREAKFAST

Please join us on Easter Sunday for a time of fellowship and good food. We will be serving breakfast on Easter
Sunday from 7am-10am in the Family Life Center. A free will offering will be taken. Volunteers are needed to take

shifts serving breakfast.

If you are interested, please contact Elaine Bennett at 614-446-0148 or at

ebennett@stjohnsgc.org. You can also mark the salmon sheet and we will contact you to schedule a shift.

EASTER CANDY DONATIONS
AND “STUFFERS” NEEDED!

We are asking for donations of individually wrapped
candies to fill plastic Easter eggs. There is a marked bin
in the link area and for candy donations. If you would like
to help fill the Easter eggs or prepare crafts, please mark
your calendars for Sunday, April 3™ from noon — 2pm.
We will meet in The Family Life Center. A light lunch and
all supplies will be provided. Please mark the salmon
sheet if you plan to attend. Thank you so much for your
support!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR EASTER FAMILY FUN
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Please join us for a fun-filled morning including a
scavenger hunt, craft making, Easter egg hunts for
children of all ages and more! Our Church family and
the community are invited. The event takes place on
Saturday, April 9" at 10am. We plan to meet
outside, weather permitting. If it is not a nice day to be
outside, we will meet in the Family Life Center. Be
sure to bring your friends! Please mark the salmon
sheet if you are able to help out with the event.

EASTER LILIES

To order a lily for the Easter worship services in
memory or in honor or a loved one, please fill out
the form sent with your April Eagle, pick up one
located at the church entrances, or access one
via the website at www.stjohnsgc.org.
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Would you like to learn the art of hand quilting? We have chairs and
friendship waiting for you. Hand quilting results in an heirloom that

’ future generations will cherish.
The Quilters need twin to king-sized light colored, flat sheets to use
as fillers for our quilts. These sheets do not have to be perfect as

they will not be seen when the quilts completed. We do not need
fitted sheets at this time.

In the fall, we will start collecting Beanie Babies and other small, soft, plush animals for the Christmas bags for the
children at the LSS food pantry. Now would be a good time to sort through your collection and put aside those you
feel you can part with for the Christmas bags. Then in the fall, when we request the toys, you will have most of the
work done. Thank you for giving to children who receive very little for Christmas.

OWLS EVENT—DATE CHANGE—APRIL 22, 2022
The Older Wiser LutheranS (OWLS) are inviting you to their April 22™ meeting. We are excited to host a guest
speaker from Franklin County Department on Aging. She will be sharing very important information about Senior
Options. The department helps residents of Franklin County, age 60 and older maintain their independence. It also
supports family members with the often overwhelming task of caring for a frail older parent, family member or friend
with limited abilities.

What services? Here are care a few: Home-delivered meals, homemaker
services, personal care, respite care, adult day care, emergency response
systems and minor home repairs.

Over 7,000 older adults receive Senior Options services monthly, 73 percent
of the participants are female, 68 percent are over 70 years of age and 65
percent live alone. Over 4,000 callers per month contact Senior Options for
information and referral or access to services. Senior Options is funded by
the Senior Services Levy which has been passed by Franklin County voters
every five years since 1992,

Come and hear more about this amazing program. Guests are always welcome so if you know anyone who might
benefit from these resources, invite them!!! We offer friendship, companionship and support for each other. And of
course we love our potluck! OWLS will provide fried chicken but you will have to join us to see if meat loaf is on the
menu! Bring a covered dish and join your friends for a delicious lunch and a wonderful program. We ask you to
arrive around 11:15am so we can open the meeting at 11:30am. Use the salmon sheet in Sunday’s bulletin, call the
office, or contact Bonnie Swanson at 614-562-8002 to make your reservation so the group can plan accordingly.

AMAZONSMILE )/U 0 I’VL@I’v Z)/

Shop on smile.amazon.com the same way you shop on
Amazon. To ensure you are supporting

“St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church” )
as our AmazonSmile charity, use the following link: F‘\&’/ﬂ
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/31-4421604 <

Elizabeth Circle
Contact
Sherry Nighbert
614-581-1436

Sarah Circle
Contact Vi Davis
614-875-2605

Bookmark this link so all eligible shopping will benefit
St. John’s Youth Ministries!

SCRIP GIFT CARDS Here’s a spiritual growth goal: join a Circle of friends!

Place your order by the first Tuesday of the month with a Joining our Circles is an easy way to make new
youth staff member and within the week receive gift friends and grow spiritually.
cards that you can use at hundreds of retails stores and Both Circles have evening meeting times.

restaurants. Contact the leaders listed above for information.


http://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/31-4421604

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES!

CONNECT MEETS APRIL 7 and APRIL 21. We do not meet on April 14 as it is Maundy Thursday. April 21 is our
last CONNECT for this school year.

Adults and teens who made CONNECT the best place to be on Thursday nights...

IHA“KS T": Kaitlyn Price, Lynne Ehrlich, Jennifer Uhrin, Megan Grossman Morgan Cline, Emily Larson,
Debbie Abbitt, Karen Grossman, Brooklyn Cress, Stephanie Dent, Bella Castle, Barb Hill,
Pastor Don Jeremy Butsko, Jaylynn Jermann, Cheri Turner, Jill Althoff, Rachel and Stephen
Katterhenrich, Tony Freeman, Tyler Dent, Ethan Weaver, Christina Allman, Tim Althoff, RJ Castle, Dylan Allman,
Sue Sutton, Pam Castle, Susan Koehler, Glenda Allman, Charlotte Rausch, Wilma Phillips, Justin Gottshall, Amie
Allman, and Deb Hicks.

DO YOU SHOP AT KROGER? When you connect your Kroger plus card with their Community Rewards Program,
St. John’s receives a donation from Kroger — every time you shop. It costs you nothing. To join (or re-connect your
card), go to www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Our organization code is EY530. Not sure if you're connected?
Look at the bottom of your receipt the next time you shop at Kroger.

LUTHERAN COLLEGE TUITION GRANT applications for fall semester need to be filed by May 15th. If you're a
member of St. John’s and will be attending Capital or Wittenberg in the fall, then your school offers a matching grant
up to $500. Contact Laurie Pecuch for details.

AXIS PARENTING RESOURCE: It's a website with parent guides, conversations kits, expert videos, and excellent
materials on parenting youth in today’s culture. If you'd like to be on our AXIS email list and/or like to have direct
membership access to the website, please contact Diana Imbrock. There is also an AXIS resource wall on the
second floor, across from the youth office. It’s been recently re-organized and is full of insightful Parent Guides with
practical tips on parenting.

A NEW PARENTING GROUP meets in room 103-104 on Sunday mornings during the Sunday School hour,
9:30am—10:30am. It's a great hour of discussion and learning. Talk to group facilitator, Amy Wanner, for more
details.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

May 1 is High School Grad Sunday Blessing! Recognition is at both 11am worship services. Meet the graduates
at a special reception in the FLC from 9:30 — 10:30am.

\
May 22 is Faith Celebration and Confirmation for the Class of 2022. Wait, isn'’t this typically o ’L ’,
held in the fall? Yes, that’s true, but this class is ready! Join us on May 22, in the FLC, from —_—
9:30 — 10:30am for their Faith Celebration and at 11am traditional worship for the confirming of :
their faith. Confirming their faith will be: Dylan Allman, Bella Castle, Eva Harris, Matthew - J
Johnston-Kline, Matthew Little, James McFarland, and Grace Nixon. To God be the Glory! COHmma[lOH

SUMMER 2022, the brochure is out! We have a great summer of activities and service
~ planned. Pick up your brochure from the youth office door or talk to Laurie Pecuch or Diana
I Imbrock! There is a RSVP form on the back of the brochure. Kindly RSVP by June 1%. We'll
LOV =~ have more details in the May Eagle. Or just talk to us! We are excited about what we’re offering
UM ER _ families and youth this summer!

\
\ 7z

\

S

See the weekly bulletin newsnotes for other youth activities and events...
including Sunday School, High School GLOW, IQA bible study, Children’s Church,
and more!
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Holy
- ;p‘xBaptism

Congratulations to
David and Kate Shrum
on the baptism of their son,
James Henrich Shrum
during the 11:00am
contemporary service on
Sunday, February 27th, 2022.

WRAPPED IN PRAYER
SHAWL MINISTRY
Join us for the next meetings on
Saturday, APRIL 9, 2021 at 9am
and
Tuesday, APRIL 12, 2021 at 7pm.

We are happy to teach
anyone interested how to
Rnit or crochet.

For more information call
Glenda Allman
at 614-352-5955 or
Diana Imbrock
at 614-271-5775.

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO
WOULD BE BLESSED BY RECEIVING
A PRAYER SHAWL?
Please call Nancy Kinman at
614-875-8155.

Connect your
KROGER Card with the
COMMUNITY REWARDS
PROGRAM.

Every April. you need to do this.
IT’S TIMIE!
we could be Lostng
50w support!

Go to https://www.kroger.com/
communityrewards.

Our organization number is
EY530.

Shop at Kroger and a percentage
comes back to the youth
at St. John’s.
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church NON-PROFIT

3220 Columbus Street OEGSA';'OZQ;'ON

Grove City, Ohio 43123-3297 oA

614-875-2314 Permit No. 10

DATED MATERIALS Grove City, Ohio 43123-3297
April 2022

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Traditional
% @é Saturdays at 4pm
Sundays at 8:15 & 11am
April 2022 Contemporary
Sundays at 11am
www.stjohnsgc.org




