SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS JANUARY 2, 2022

WELCOME!

We are glad to welcome you today as we gather together
to worship God! Please be sure you complete the salmon
insert inside your bulletin and turn it in to the usher at the
time of communion.

This bulletin will assist you in participating in
worship. All parts spoken by the congregation are
listed in bold print and preceded by “C:”

There are also instructions printed in italics that will
indicate other helpful descriptions of the service.
Large Print Hymns are available. Please see an usher.

Thank you for turning off your cell phones or
putting them on “silent” during the service.

L

ST. JOHN'S EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

3220 Columbus Street
Grove City, OH 43123

614-875-2314
www.stjohnsgc.org

We are committed to invite and welcome all to Jesus Christ,
to equip all with an active faith that works in real life,
and together go into the world to serve in Jesus’ name.




WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE: What Child Is This? arr. Richard Purvis

The prelude is an arrangement of the carol, "What Child Is This?” While the mel-
ody is an old English folk tune, the words were written in the 19th century by W.
Chatterton Dix. Dix was an insurance manager who lived most of his life in
Scotland and wrote and published many hymns still sung today.

Please stand

INVOCATION, CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS

P:
C:
P:

In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

[Silence for reflection and self-examination]

P:
C:

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as our-
selves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.



P:

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us, and for
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

HYMN 288 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
P: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incar-
nate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we
do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:  Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14

For thus says the Lorp: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise
shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save,
O Lorp, your people, the remnant of Israel.” See, I am going to bring
them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts
of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and
those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. With
weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I
will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they
shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my
firstborn. Hear the word of the Lorp, O nations, and declare it in the



coastlands far away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and
will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” For the Lorp has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall come
and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the
goodness of the Lorp, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the
young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered gar-
den, and they shall never languish again. Then shall the young women
rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will
turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness
for sorrow. I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall
be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lorp.

R:  The Word of the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 1:3-14

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Be-
loved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us.
With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan
for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, hav-
ing been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all
things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to
set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you
also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,



and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as
God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

R:  The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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P:  The Holy Gospel according to the 1st chapter of John.
C:  Glory to You, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL: John 1: (1-9)10-18

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He
was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born,
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of



God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He
who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.””) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law
indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to
the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

P:  The Gospel of the Lord! C: Praise to You, O Christ.

ANTHEM Aria by Paul Manz
arr. for oboe and organ by Mark Meuser
Moth Meuser, Oboe

SERMON Pastor Seth Jersild

HYMN 490 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (verses 1, 2, 4)

APOSTLES’ CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Response:  P:...Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

P. The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: Itisright to give our thanks and praise.
P: Itis indeed right, our duty, and our joy... ...we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses



as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

o Persons who know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and believe in his
real presence in the sacrament are invited to commune. Grape juice is
available in the center of the tray.

+ Children not yet communing may come forward with their parents to receive
a blessing.

+ Adults who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. Please indicate
you desire a blessing by crossing your arms over your chest.

o If you are not able to come forward to receive communion, please let the
pastor know by raising your hand as he/she scans the congregation. The

pastor will come to you.
BLESSING, PRAYER and BENEDICTION

HYMN 876 “Let the Whole Creation Cry”

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: Angels We Have Heard On High arr. by Dale Wood

Contents reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Copyright 2006, with permission; OneLicense.Net,
License #4-725704; 12/10/20-12/9/21



PSALM 147:12-20

THE LORD

taketh pleasure in that
fear him, in those
that hope in his mercy.
Psalm 147:11 KJV
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Jerusalem, praise the Lord.
Zion, praise your God.

He makes the metal bars of your gates stronger.
He blesses the people who live inside you.
He keeps your borders safe and secure.

He satisfies you with the finest wheat.

He sends his command to the earth.

His word arrives there quickly.

He spreads the snow like wool.

He scatters the frost like ashes.

He throws down his hail like pebbles.

No one can stand his icy blast.

He gives his command, and the ice melts.
He stirs up his winds, and the waters flow.
He has made his word known to the people of Jacob.
He has made his laws and rules known to Israel.
He hasn’t done that for any other nation.
They don’t know his laws.

Praise the LORD!



Listening for the Promise

Weekly Devotional
Second Sunday of Christmas — January 2, 2022

“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”
- Luke 2:49-

When our son was about three years old I took him to Sears to get his pic-
tures taken. We had to wait a while because the photographer was busy with an-
other family. So the two of us went over to the children’s department to browse
the sale racks. I don’t know how long he had been missing, but when I realized he
was out of my sight I panicked. “Noah? Noah? Noah! Where are you?” I looked
all around that part of the store for him.

Finally, I saw something move underneath a rack. I looked down and there
he was, sitting under the rack of clothes, holding his Barney doll looking up at me
with his big blue eyes. I was so relieved! He was unfazed. He knew where he was,
even though I didn’t, so he looked at me as if to say, “I’m here. I’ve been here all
along. What’s the problem?”

I know I’ll never forget that day and I’'m quite sure Mary and Joseph never
forgot the day they were halfway home to Nazareth and realized Jesus wasn’t with
them. They had a better excuse than I did though - they were going home in a
large group of pilgrims after having been in Jerusalem for the Passover feast.
Surely they thought Jesus was with someone in the family rather than left behind
at the Temple. Still, I can imagine their sense of panic when they realized their son
was not among the group! Imagine how they must have worried every step of the
way back to the Temple!

When they found Jesus in the Temple, he wasn’t fazed at all. We have to
wonder if he even realized that his party had left for home. There he sat with the
teachers, discussing Scripture with those who were formally trained as priests,
scribes, and leaders of the people. We shouldn’t be shocked at the precocious na-
ture of Jesus, after all, he is the Son of God! As Mary and Joseph approached him,
they were not happy. “Why have you done this to us? We were worried sick.” To
which Jesus nonchalantly replied, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not
know that I must be in my Father’s house?” For a moment Jesus’ parents must
have forgotten that he was no ordinary kid. Of course, the Son of God would be
found in his Father’s house, discussing the sacred texts. Surely this was a monu-
mental moment.

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2020, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by
Amy Little. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved



