SERVICE OF
COMFORT & REMEMBRANCE

Sunday, November 28, 2021 2:00 PM
Prelude: Setting on Veni Emmanuel by Gregg Sewell
Welcome
Call to Worship

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
who is the source of all mercy and consolation. He
comforts and strengthens us in all our sorrows so that we
can comfort and strengthen others with the consolation
we ourselves have received from God.

People: Amen.

Prayer

Receive our thanks, O God, for the blessed earthly
relationship which we shared with our loved ones who
are not with us for Christmas this year. Grant that our
memories of the life we shared together will remain clear
and beautiful. As we continue to grieve, give us courage
and strength to face this holiday season. We give thanks
that through your humanity you understand and
empathize with all our feelings and needs; and, through
your divinity you comfort us with the promise of eternal
life for all who believe in Jesus Christ, the Babe of
Bethlehem.

People: Amen.



Opening Hymn: “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”
Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,

and ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here

until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

Oh, come, blest Dayspring, come and cheer

Our spirits by your advent here;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

Oh, come, O Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

Litany of Remembrance

Pastor: At the rising of the sun and it's going down we

remember our loved ones.

People: At the blowing of the wind and in the chill of

winter, we remember them.

Pastor: At the opening of the buds and in the rebirth of

spring, we remember them.

People: At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth

of summer, we remember them.

Pastor: In the rustling of the leaves and in the beauty of

autumn, we remember them.



People: At the beginning of the year and when it ends,
we remember them.

Pastor: When we are weary and in need of strength, we
remember them.

People: When we are lost and sick at heart, we remember
them.

Pastor: When we have joy we crave to share, we
remember them.

People: When we have decisions that are difficult to
make, we remember them.

Pastor: When we have achieved goals based upon the
values that they taught us, we remember them.

People: As long as we live, they too will live; for they are
now a part of us, as we remember them.

Scripture Lessons:

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 JoAnne Keller
1 John 4:13-16 JoAnne Keller
Matthew 11:28-30 Pastor Patti Morlock
Meditation Pastor Patti Morlock
Hymn: “When Memory Fades” see pages 6-7
Presentation of Ornaments Pastor Ray Rosenthal

Pastor Patti Morlock

Pastor Seth Jersild: We remember today our family
members and friends who have died.

People: Although they are not physically with us, we
rejoice in the memory of their love.



Pastor Seth Jersild: O God, we thank you for our family
members and friends whom we have been
remembering-for all that made them unique and for
the gifts they have passed on to us and to the world
through us. We give thanks for the gift of peace,
which they now enjoy in the eternal kingdom.

People: Amen.

Pastor Seth Jersild: As I read your loved one’s name and
take an ornament off our church tree, please stand so
that it can be brought to you. You can put it on your
tree or place it in a special location in your home.

Closing Prayer

Pastor: We give thanks for the life we had with our family
members and friends who died this past year. We give
thanks for their special traits, values, faith, affection, love,
joy, laughter, and companionship. Help us as we grieve to
make their gifts and love part of our lives as a living
memorial. Bless us with the light of promise, courage,
comfort, rest, strength, and hope of the Babe of Bethlehem.
As we give you thanks for the gift of the promise of
eternal life, help us to sing along with the angels at that
tirst Christmas, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to all people.”

People: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Benediction



Closing Hymn: “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful”

Oh come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!

Oh come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold him Born the king of angels;

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!

Glory to God In the highest:

Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Postlude: Oh Come, All Ye Faithful
arr. by Edward Broughton



792 When Memory Fades

1 When mem - 'ty fades, and rec - og - mi - tion fal- ters,
2 As  frail - ness prows, and youth-ful strengths di - min - ish,
3 With - in your Spir - it, good-ness lives umn-fad-ing.
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when eyes we love grow dim, and minds con - fused,
in wea - Iy arms which worked their ear - nest fill,
The past and fu - tuwe min - gle in - to one
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speak to our souls of love that nev - er al-ters;

your ag - ing ser - vants la - bor now to fin-ish

All joys re - main, un - shad-owed light per-vad-ing.
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speak to  our bearts, by pain and fear a - bused.

their earth - ly  tasks, as fits your mer - cy’s will

No val - ned deed will ev - er be un - done.
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0 God of life and heal-ing peace, em-pow’r us
We grieve their wan - ing, yet re- joice, be - liev- ing,
Your mind en - folds all fi - nite acts and off - 'rings.
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with pa - tent cour - age, by your grace in- fused.

your arms, un - wea - ried, shall up - hold us st

Held in  your heart, our death-less life is  won.
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In Remembrance

Ralph Abbruzzese
Robert Abbruzzese
Beth Aemisegger
Jenny Ames
Ronnie Anderson
Marilyn Bain

Paul Bausch
Glenn Bobb

Jill Boneske
Mildred Braskett
Helen Buck
Debbie Burger
Faun Carpenter
Bob Chain

Ed Champlin
Rahea Coll

Burl Crawford
Linda Curnutte
Janet Daley
Elizabeth Dye
Vernon Esposito
Paul Eyerman
Mary Fail

Ronald Fishburn
Christopher Ford
Mabel Frazier
Martha Geyer
Marilyn Gibboney
Harry Goodrich
Ray Green

Roseanna Green

Arthur Gutheil

Jerry Gutheil

James “Doc” Haenszel
Audre Harlor

Judy Hayes

Bob Helsel

Keith Helsel

Dale Holdren

Robert "Bob" Howard
Christina Marjorie Hunt
Randy Hunt

Pastor Norman Imbrock
Richard Imbrock
Dolores Jersild

Richard Johnston
Avalee Jones

Carl Kinman

Rose Mary Krebs
Aloma Krieger

John Kudart

Jane Kuhlwein

Ed Lang

Karen Leigh

Wally Lewellyn

Park Lipp, Jr.

William "Bill" Lotz
Richard “Rick” McKeever
Beverly Matthews
David Mauch



Robert Lee Maynard
David Meyer
Audrey Miller
Cheryl Mills

Lavene Mistik

Karl Moe

Bob Monaghan
Janet Mouser

Pat Niple

Edgar “Eddie” Nungester
Cheryl Pifer

Noah Porter

Ruth Ranke

John Rawson
Herman Rehder
Ann Reynolds
Marilyn Rice

Jim Rich

Rosie Richardson
Mary Ann Roberts
Nancy Lee Schleppi
Ernest Schreiber
Dawn Schultz
Anthony Schwiebert

Richard Scott

Jan Singleton

Jerry Slater

Janet Smith

Kim Stoughton
Penny Taylor

Rick Tresenrider
Kay Turner
Morgan Von Lohr, IIT
Ruth "Peachy" Washburn
Julie Waugh

Ada Weygandt
Jess Wheeler

Lilly Whittaker
Jack Widner

Mary Will

Rob Wise

Virginia Workman
Merrill Wright
Janice Irene Yeater
Don Yors

Doug Yors

Henry Youse



Thank you to all those involved in the Christmas Service of
Comfort and Remembrance: Wilma Phillips, JoAnne Keller,
Pastor Seth Jersild, Pastor Patti Morlock, Elaine Bennett, Steve
Marcum, Merrick Wilson, Annette Utzinger, Julie Keller, David
and Lynn Witt; Pastor Ray Rosenthal; Dwight and Cindy
Henricksen; Phil Pennington

A special thanks to:

Organist: Mark Meuser

Usher: David Witt
Greeters: Julie Keller, Lynn Witt, Wilma Phillips
Acolyte: Merrick Wilson

Family member(s) may find the CareNotes with helpful
suggestions in living through the Christmas season and
beyond. Copies of those listed below are available at each
entrance.

“Living with Loss While Others are Celebrating”
“Getting through the Holidays when
You've Lost a Loved One”

“Six Tips for Coping with Grief at Christmas”
“Christmas: A Time to Remember
Those We’ve Loved and Lost”

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
(614) 875-2314  www.stjohnsgc.org
email sj@stjohnsgc.org
Rev. Seth Jersild, Senior Pastor
Rev. Patti Morlock, Associate Pastor
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http://www.stjohnsgc.org/

Welcome to the Service of Remembrance and Comfort.
This service provides a worship opportunity for you who
have experienced the death of a family member or friend
in the past few years. The Service of Remembrance gives
an opportunity to help in the healing process through the
gifts of remembering and prayer.

It is the hope of St. John’s congregation:
e To comfort people of all ages who have experienced
the death of a loved one in the past year.
e To provide practical suggestions for surviving the first
Christmas without the deceased loved one.
e To comfort those who have experienced deaths in past
years to continue to deal with their holiday grief.

Each family in attendance will receive an ornament in
memory of their loved. May it be a cherished reminder of
your loved one which you may place on your tree or in a
special location in your home.

A Fellowship Hour will follow our Christmas Service of
Comfort & Remembrance in the Family Life Center which
is located on the street level in the building to the east of
the Sanctuary.
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