SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021

ADVENT 2 - LUKE 3:1-6

SOME PEOPLE JUST TELL IT LIKE IT IS - EVER KNOW ANYONE LIKE THAT? SOMEONE WHO JUST
CUTS TO THE CHASE AND TELLS YOU THE HONEST TRUTH, EVEN WHEN IT’S HARD TO HEAR,
ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU NEED TO HEAR IT? THOSE PEOPLE ARE RARE, AREN’T THEY? NO
BEATING AROUND THE BUSH, NO SUGAR COATED WORDS, IT IS WHAT IT IS, TAKE IT OR LEAVE
IT.

KIDS START OUT LIKE THAT, DON’T THEY? THEY SAY THINGS AS THEY SEE THEM, BUT
SOMEWHERE ALONG THE LINE, WE TEACH THEM THAT IT ISN’T RIGHT TO BE THAT HONEST TO
PEOPLE, THAT IT HURTS FEELINGS AND IS EMBARRASSING, AND SO ON. SO WE LEARN TO
WITHHOLD THE TRUTH FOR POLITENESS SAKE.

TRUTH TELLERS ARE RARE - IT’S BEEN THAT WAY SINCE THE DAWN OF TIME. THERE WERE THE
OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS WHOSE SOLE PURPOSE WAS TO TELL THE TRUTH ON GOD’S
BEHALF, AND WHO WERE FEARED BECAUSE OF IT.

ISAIAH WAS ONE SUCH MAN - TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL HE SAID, “AH YOU WHO CALL EVIL
GOOD AND GOOD EVIL, WHO PUT DARKNESS FOR LIGHT AND LIGHT FOR DARKNESS, AND
WHO PUT BITTER FOR SWEET AND SWEET FOR BITTER, WHO ACQUIT THE GUILTY FOR A BRIBE
AND DEPRIVE THE INNOCENT OF THEIR RIGHTS!” (ISAIAH 5:20-23) WOE TO YOU. REPENT
WHILE THERE IS STILL TIME. A VOICE CRIES OUT... PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD

JEREMIAH STOOD UP IN CHURCH ONE DAY - INTERRUPTED THE PREACHER - AND
ANNOUNCED, “SCOUNDRELS ARE FOUND AMONG MY PEOPLE, THEY HAVE BECOME GREAT
AND RICH, THEY HAVE GROWN FAT AND SLEEK. THEY KNOW NO LIMITS IN DEEDS OF
WICKEDNESS, THEY DO NOT JUDGE WITH JUSTICE, THE CAUSE OF THE ORPHAN, TO MAKE IT
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PROSPER, AND THEY DO NOT DEFEND THE RIGHTS OF THE NEEDY.” (JEREMIAH 5:26-28.) THE
LORD WILL JUDGE A NATION SUCH AS THIS. RETURN TO THE LORD WHILE THERE IS STILL
TIME. AVOICE CRIES OUT... PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD

NOTHING LIKE A TRUTH TELLER TO STAND UP IN CHURCH AND WRECK YOUR SUNDAY
MORNING, RIGHT? KINDA MAKES THE COFFEE AND DONUT AFTER CHURCH STICK IN YOUR
THROAT, DOESN'T IT?

IT’S ONE OF THE REASONS THERE WAS A PERIOD IN ISRAEL’S HISTORY WHEN THE PROPHETS
WERE SILENCED. FOR 400 YEARS TO BE EXACT. FOR 10 GENERATIONS THERE WAS NOT A
SINGLE PROPHET TO STAND UP AND TELL THE TRUTH ABOUT GOD WHEN IT NEEDED TO BE
TOLD. 400 YEARS WHERE THINGS WERE JUST LEFT TO RUN THEIR COURSE. CAN YOU
IMAGINE? GENERATION AFTER GENERATION NOT KNOWING THE WORD OF GOD? TRUTH
TELLERS BECAME EXTINCT, AND PEOPLE IN HIGH PLACES OF POWER LIKED IT THAT WAY.

AND NOW IN TODAY’S GOSPEL, LUKE SAYS,”HOLD ON NOW, | THINK | HEAR SOMETHING - AN
ECHO - THE THUNDERING OF A SINGLE VOICE BOUNCING OFF THE WALLS OF THE DESERT
CANYON JUST EAST OF JERUSALEM. IT IS THE ECHO OF A SINGLE VOICE, UTTERING A SINGLE
WORD, THAT IF YOU STRAIN TO HEARIT - IF YOU LISTEN REAL HARD, YOU JUST MIGHT HEAR
IT.” SOUNDS A LOT LIKE PREPARE - PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD. IT’S BEEN 400 YEARS
SINCE WE’VE HEARD A WORD LIKE THAT. PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD. A VOICE CRIES OUT
...PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD

AND HERE’S THE AMAZING THING. THE PEOPLE WERE SO THIRSTY FOR THIS WORD, YEARNING
SO DEEP IN THEIR HEARTS FOR SOME SIGN THAT LIFE COULD BE DIFFERENT, THAT THEY WENT
OUT TO THE WILDERNESS IN DROVES JUST TO HEAR THE MESSENGER - TO HEAR SOMETHING
THAT THEY HAD NOT HEARD IN THEIR LIFETIME AND INDEED HAD NOT HEARD FOR 400 YEARS,
BUT LONGED TO HEAR EVERY WAKING MOMENT OF THEIR LIVES.

THEY WENT TO HEAR THAT GOD WAS ABOUT TO DO A NEW THING. THEY WENT TO HEAR
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THAT THERE WAS MORE TO THIS LIFE THAN THE LIFE THEY WERE LIVING. THEY WENT TO HEAR
JOHN PREACH BECAUSE THEY KNEW JOHN WOULD TELL IT LIKE IT WAS. THAT JOHN WOULD
SPEAK THE TRUTH, EVEN WHEN IT WAS HARD TO HEAR, AND IT WAS THIS TRUTH THAT LED
THEM OUT TO HEAR HIM.

AND WHAT WAS THIS TRUTH JOHN PREACHED? WHAT WAS THIS MESSAGE THAT THE PEOPLE
WERE SO EAGER TO HEAR THAT THEY TOOK NO OFFENSE AT THE HARDNESS OF IT? “PREPARE
THE WAY OF THE LORD. REPENT. MAKE THE HIGHWAY OF GOD STRAIGHT IN YOUR LIFE, SO
THAT GOD CAN FIND A WAY IN. AND IT WAS THE BEST SERMON THEY HAD EVER HEARD.
WHY? BECAUSE JOHN SAID IT SIMPLE AND TRUE, IN A WAY THAT THEY COULD ACTUALLY
UNDERSTAND.

EVERY VALLEY IN YOUR LIFE, SAID JOHN, RAISE IT UP. DID YOU DIG YOURSELF INTO A HOLE,
GET YOURSELF IN A TIGHT SPOT? THEN GET OUT THE EARTHMOVER AND FILL IT IN. EVERY
MOUNTAIN IN YOUR LIFE, EVERY OBSTACLE, EVERY WALL, EVERY SPEED-BUMP, GET OUT THE
EARTHMOVER AND LEVEL EVERY LAST ONE OF THEM. IS SOMETHING GETTING IN THE WAY OF
GOD IN YOUR LIFE? MOVE IT. EVERY LITTLE CROOKED WAY IN YOUR LIFE - STRAIGHTEN IT
OUT. EVERY BAD HABIT, EVERY HURTFUL PATTERN IN YOUR LIFE, EVERY WRONG YOU CALL
RIGHT, KNOCK IT OFF. EVERY ROUGH EDGE - THE WORDS, THE ATTITUDES, THE WAY YOU
REACT TO PEOPLE, SMOOTH IT OUT.

SEE, JOHN UNDERSTOOD THAT THE RELIGION OF HIS DAY WAS OFTEN AN EXCUSE FOR
AVOIDING GOD. THAT THE RELIGIOUS PEOPLE WERE A MESS. AND JOHN DIDN’T CALL FOR
MORE RELIGION, JOHN CALLED FOR MORE HONESTY. JOHN SAID LOOK AT THE LANDSCAPE OF
YOUR OWN SOUL TO SEE IF THERE IS ANY WAY IN YOU THAT IS NOT OF GOD, AND REMOVE IT.
MAKE A STRAIGHT WAY FOR THE ONE WHO IS COMING.

IMAGINE FOR A MINUTE PUTTING JOHN AND HIS MESSAGE INTO A MORE CURRENT
HISTORICAL CONTEXT. OUR SCRIPTURE WOULD READ SOMETHING LIKE THIS:



IN THE YEAR 2021, THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME TO ... YOU! AND YOU WENT OUT INTO ALL
YOUR NEIGHBORHOODS, ALL AROUND THE ENTIRE REGION, PROCLAIMING A BAPTISM OF
REPENTANCE FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. SUDDENLY THE STORY SEEMS A BIT TOO REAL,
DOESN'T IT, TOO UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL.

AND YET, WHEN WE BRING A PERSON HERE TO BE BAPTIZED, THEY ARE BROUGHT HERE TO
THIS PLACE TO PREPARE THEIR WAY FOR THE LORD. IN HAVING THEM BAPTIZED, THEIR
HEARTS ARE LITERALLY OPENED TO THE MESSAGE OF GOD’S SALVATION FOR THEM. THEIR
BAPTISM IS JUST THE BEGINNING OF A RESPONSE TO GOD WITH THEIR VERY HEART AND
LIFE. WE AS THE FAMILY OF FAITH STAND IN WITNESS TO THAT BAPTISM, BECAUSE NO ONE
GETS BAPTIZED INTO A VACUUM, BUT INTO A COMMUNITY OF FELLOW BELIEVERS WHO
WORSHIP WITH THEM, WHO TEACH THEM, WHO HELP THEM MAKE STRAIGHT THEIR OWN
HIGHWAY FOR GOD.

AS WE STAND HERE IN WITNESS TODAY, TO THE BAPTISM OF ONE ANOTHER, LET US RENEW
OUR OWN COMMITMENT TO PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD - A COMMITMENT MADE AT
OUR BAPTISM, AND NOW A COMMITMENT PASSED ON TO ALL WHO COME AFTER US TO THIS
FONT SEEKING THE WATERS OF BAPTISM.. WHO KNOWS, PERHAPS THE NEXT CHILD OF GOD
TO COME WILL HAVE WORDS TO SPEAK TO US SOMEDAY. WORDS PERHAPS NOT EASY TO
HEAR, BUT WORDS VITAL TO OUR PREPAREDNESS JUST THE SAME. PREPARE THE WAY OF THE
LORD. REPENT. PREPARE. PERHAPS IT WILL BE THEIR VOICE WHICH CRIES OUT PREPARE THE
WAY OF THE LORD



