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Letter from the Pastor

On January 6th, the Church celebrates Epiphany, where we remember the Magi who came to worship the
child Jesus in Matthew 2:1-12.

We often call the Magi the wise men. Wisdom is knowledge that's been put to work, shaped and tested by
the trials of life. The Magi were wise because they took the knowledge that was already spelled out for
them (from Scripture) and they did not just sit on it. They acted on it; they used it as a map for a journey.
They didn’t just see the star shining on the horizon; they trusted the light that God was shining on that par-
ticular path. They set off into unknown lands following the knowledge and the light that God had given
them.

This is what it is to worship our incarnate God. Not just to know OF him. But to live and walk by what he's
done for us. To take the journey of the cross ourselves, trusting that at the end of it, we will always come to
exactly what God has promised us through Jesus—new birth. Resurrection. Victory! We've all heard about
this Lord, we know OF him. Now we can follow him, go out into the world where he wants us to go.

Our global purpose as the Church, and our local purpose here at St. John's, is to be guiding stars for the peo-
ple around us. Not just good people, but good shepherds. People who guide others to Jesus. You notice, the
Magi didn't just have a general map in front of them as they made their journey. They also had a star that
went with them. So many people today need that living guidance in a desperate way. A lot of them have the
information—the basic map. But they need someone to take their hand. They need a living, breathing hu-
man being, not to take the walk for them, but to walk with them from the manger of Jesus to the final victo-
ry of Jesus over death.

One of my loved ones used to talk about her faith in a passive way, like she was always waiting for God to
do something for her—perform some miracle, shine some light on her life so she could find the path. Well,
Epiphany changes that perspective: God has taken up his residence in your flesh. He has made your body
his temple. And it is IN YOU, in what you do daily, that people out there are going to see the light of the
world and come to worship him. I always told my loved one that a great way to start seeing the path God
wants you to take in life is to start finding the most simple, concrete ways you can to help other people. Use
whatever gifts you have to show other people God’s love in Jesus Christ, in real practical ways. Don’t sit
after Christmas waiting for God to be born a second time to give you a new revelation. He has already made
your body his temple. The hard thing is to take those first few steps to follow him. But the path will open in
front of you when you take those steps.

With the Word, we’re free to go anywhere in this world, without fear. Because we’ve already received our
future. Arise, shine! Your destination has come to you. Your light has come.

In Christ,

Dastor Seth Jersild
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OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
IS EXTENDED TO

The family of Denise Corkwell,
who died November 26th, 2021;

The Bartoe and Schemrich families as they grieve for
Tom Bartoe, who died November 28, 2021;

The family and friends of Larry Krieger,
who died December 2, 2021.

All who mourn are in our
thoughts and prayers.

MEMORIAL GIFTS GIVEN AS OF
DECEMBER 12, 2021

Memorial Fund

Given in memory of Carl Kinman by Chris Dye; Erle and
Judy Taylor; Gary and Cynthia Kinman; Judy Leach; Mary
Lou Mauch; Barbara Skipper; Raymond and Karen Bentley;
Jim and Carol Rorick; Kathleen Woodrow; Nancy Kinman;
Nancy Thorne; Suzie Long; and Wanda Kelly.

Given in memory of Denise Corkwell by Raymond and Karen
Bentley; Ike and Shelah Stage; and Dellno and Betty Lewis.

Bed Brigade Fund

Given in memory of Carl Kinman by Morgan and Julie
VonLohr; Barry and Nancy Fisher; David and Marcia
Maronek; Tom and Jeanne Phillips; and Dustin and Kim
Hostetler.

Altar Guild and Homebound Communion
Given in memory of Carl Kinman by JoAnne Keller.

LSS Food Pantry
Given in memory of Brandon Starr by Kevin and Holly Starr.

Adopt-a-Family
Given in memory of Brandon Starr by Kevin and Holly Starr.

College Fund
Given in honor of Beth Carpenter by Cynthia Ahlberg.

Bereavement Team

Church Office hours are
Monday through Friday, 8am to 4pm.

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Officers: Neva Warren, President; Aaron Clark,
Vice President; Karen Bentley, Secretary; Dan
Yeater, Treasurer.

Members-At-Large: Debbie Abbitt, Warren Alt-
hoff, Wayne Beavers, Shirley Blake, Doug Cress,
Michael Grimm, Fred Previts.

Given in honor of the Bereavement Team by Nancy Kinman.

Current Fund
Given in memory of Bill and Genevieve Sheets and Edward
and Mabel Miller by Ed and Glenda Sheets.
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The deadline for the FEBRUARY, 2022 Eagle is
JANUARY 10TH.
Email announcements & articles to
secretary@stjohnsgc.org
or leave a handwritten copy in the church office.




tenki 8 02 “Thank you for your prayers, my Prayer Warriors! | haven't felt this good in 18 months.
é;‘rac’ua§; ; ;é Please pray the cancer is shrinking with new treatment. Love you alll!l Your sister in
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te$ekkuraeglm yobngada “Thank you to the Bereavement Committee for providing lunch following the funeral for
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oo Qrazie & =

“Just want to thank my church family and pastors for all the prayers and cards, it is really appreciated. Love each
and every one of you. Love ya all and God Bless.” ~ Ruth Emmelhainz

“I joined your church recently. | just love my prayer shawl. It is so thoughtful of you and so special, and it makes my
day. | will wrap it around me when | pray. It gives me comfort.” ~ Hanna McClary

Paula Ames would like to thank everyone for the cards they have sent her, particularly Elaine Rapp and the Card
Ministry team, Cheryl Thompson, Beth Katterhenrich, Jim and Ann Jones, and Averil MacKenzie and family. “It is so
wonderful to be remembered by so many St. John’s friends.” ~ Paula Ames

“A BIG thank you to everyone who donated money and assembled bikes this year for the bike project! With your
help, we were able to deliver 25 bikes and helmets to kids in local foster care. Again, thank you for supporting this
service project!” ~ Dylan Allman

“Charlie and Pam Brown would like to thank you for all your cards, calls, and prayers. “We are so Thankful for our
St. John’s church friends who are always there for us when we need them. Charlie had another surgery on Decem-
ber 2nd, so please keep us in your prayers.” ~ Charlie and Pam Brown

“I would like to thank everyone at St. John’s for the prayers and the generous gift of the Thanksgiving food box, es-
pecially with it being the holidays. This came at a time when it was much needed and is very much appreciated.
Special thank you to Pastor Patti Morlock and to Kathryn Mullins for all the help and support they have provided.
Thank you.” ~ Judy Graessle

“Nancy Kinman wants to thank her thoughtful loving Church Family for all the love they have shown her and her
family. The cards, calls, and all the prayers being sent our way, what a blessing you have been during our difficult
times. The food we received, the beautiful funeral dinner where so many helped prepare and serve. The beautiful
service Pastor Patti did for Carl. It's hard to put into words but our hearts overflow with the love we received. God
bless each and every one of you.” ~ Nancy and Family

“To My Church Family: | can't say "Thank You" enough for the prayers, phone calls, cards, visits, and meals that |
have received following my recent surgery. Thank you to Pastor Karen Jersild for praying with me the evening fol-
lowing my surgery. Dellno & | are truly blessed by your love and support that you have shown to us. Once again,
Thank you.” ~ Betty Lewis
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ST. JOHN’S CEMETERY UPKEEP AND MAINTENANCE

It has been brought to our attention that a number of gravestones in the church T:-,
cemetery were in need of major and minor repair work. Work has begun, and many &
of the stones have been dug up and reset, and several had the old bases removed

Several stones that were pushed out of place, turned around, or completely moved .
_— into other rows, have been moved back to their original grave sites and are again &
i facing the appropriate direction. With much of the necessary major repairs complet-
ed, some of the very old stones have been cleaned, yet there are many more to go.

AP

Once Spring comes in 2022, more repairs and cleaning will be done. Some of the
| large stones that need to have new bases poured and straightened up may need to
be completed by a different company because of the size and weight of the
monuments, requiring specialized equipment.

' ',' More information will be available as the time approaches.




ACCESSIBILITY PLAN
PRESENTATIONS IN JANUARY

For the past several months a team of St. John's
members has been consulting with architects to explore
ways our St. John's church building could:
* become more accessible and safe for disabled
and elderly members
be more physically welcoming to visitors
incorporate a warm fellowship space for all our
members

The team is particularly excited about a proposal from the
McKnight Group, a local architect firm, which we believe
would meet our needs. Throughout the month, the team
will be providing opportunities for all members of St.
John's to see the McKnight proposal and ask questions.

At the end of January, during our Annual Congregational
Meeting, we will make a motion that the congregation
proceed to the next step, which would be to formulate a
possible funding plan for the project.

Please be aware that a positive vote in January would
only be the first step of several. The congregation would
need to OK a clearly-defined funding plan at a later date
in order for any project to actually begin.

We hope you will come and participate in one (or more)
of the informational forums we are planning in January.
Scheduled forum dates will follow in upcoming
NewsNotes.

Please pray for God's guidance for St. John's as we
consider the possibility of this big project. May all we do
be to the praise and glory of our Lord Jesus Christ!

WRAPPED IN PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Please join us for the next meetings
Saturday, JANUARY 8, 2021 at 9am

and on
Tuesday, JANUARY 11, 2021 at 7pm

We are happy to teach anyone interested how to
knit or crochet. For more information call
Glenda Allman at 614-352-5955 or
Diana Imbrock at 614-271-5775.

Prayer Shaw!

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE Ministr),

WHO WOULD BE BLESSED
BY RECEIVING A
PRAYER SHAWL?

Please call Nancy Kinman at ,

614-875-8155. =

A HUGE THANK YOU to
everyone who contributed to the success
of the Chili Cook off and Dessert Auction!

A grand total of $1610 was raised for short term
missions, and a good time had by all.
Thank you to all who participated, including:

Tim and Christina Allman

Jill and Tim Althoff
Warren Althoff

Drew and Jessica
Anderson

Elaine and Tony Bennett
Rick, Melissa, Annaleise,

and Jeremy Butsko
Linda Cash
Pam Castle
Brooklyn Cress
Vi Davis
Tyler Dent
Kim Easterday

Dwight and Cindy
Henricksen

Ellen Horton
Diana Imbrock
Jaylynn Jermann
Susan Koehler
John LeVally

Roxanne LeVally

Danny and Matthew
Little

Rhonda Maynard
Pastor Patti
Laurie Pecuch
Carol Penrod
Wilma Phillips
Christina Snashall
Judy Taylor
Cheryl Thompson
Linda Wagner
Erin and Lauren Wahl
Marian Walsh
Janet Wittenberg
Pam and Paul
Wittenberg
Linda Wobig
Marilyn Wright

Special congratulations to our Cook Off winners!

Cindy

Henricksen
Kim
erday Tim
Allma:

2

J

ANNUAL MEETING

We are planning to hold our annual congregational
meeting on Sunday, January 30th following the
11am worship services. Watch the bulletin and
social media for details closer to that date.
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Elizabeth
Circle Contact
Sherry Nighbert
614-581-1436

Here’s a spiritual growth goal: join a Circle of friends.
Contact Vi Davis (o make newfrinds and grom sirually
614-875-2605 ! . kbl
Both Circles have evening meeting times.
Contact the leaders listed
for information.

Sarah Circle

Qe

BARB

Alaska Mexico

Thank you for supporting missions through our monthly food fellowship nights!
Despite Covid obstacles, over $1000.00 was raised in 2020-2021 through your
generosity! Special thanks to Pam Wittenberg for her continued support of

missions as she arranges all the restaurant outings! Keep Eating!

SCRIP GIFT CARDS: Place your Connect your KROGER card AMAZONSMILE:
order by the first Tuesday of the with the COMMUNITY Link your Amazon account
month and within the week REWARDS PROGRAM. through AmazonSmile for
receive gift cards that you can St. John’s youth program to
use at hundreds of retails stores Go to https://www.kroger.com/ receive .05% of your selected
and restaurants. communityrewards. Amazon purchases.

To set up AmazonSmile, simply
Contact Gary Pecuch at 614-620 Our organization number is activate AmazonSmile in the
-2659. Be sure to talk to Pam EY530. Shop at Kroger and a Amazon app on your phone, or
Wittenberg about other ways you percentage comes back to the go to smile.amazon.com on your
can receive SCRIP. youth at St. John’s! Thank you! web browser.

GIVING TO ST. JOHN’S
We are very grateful for your generous and continued financial support of our ministries!

How to give to St. John’s:

1. Give during worship services.

2. Mail your offering to the church — 3220 Columbus St., Grove City, Ohio 43123.

3. Send through your financial institution — they will send a check directly to the church
on your behalf.

4. Visit St. John’s website — www.stjohnsgc.org. Online giving is available through Vanco Services, and we have
partnered with them for more than 20 years. It is secure and safe.

5. Through the Vanco Mobile (formerly GivePlus) app available from Apple or Google — again a partnership be-
tween the church and Vanco Services. Set up a profile one time, and set up a recurring gift, or give when you
want to. Once your profile is set up, giving is a one-touch process.




St. John’s Quilters hope our Christmas bags for the children at LSS Champion
YN . Food Pantry were a witness to Christian love and understanding. We give our
b Y Qw[i‘g,ﬂ thanks to you for donating crayons, Halloween candy, note pads, glue sticks, and

an small stuffed toys to add to the Christmas bags. A big thanks to so many of you for
donating bags and boxes of candies. We had two tables full of candy.

We are especially thankful to Debbie Abbitt, Linda Chenault, Patricia Marie, Sherry Nighbert, Jane Stenerson
and Linda Vozel, as they came to church on that cold, early morning to help fill bags. Diana and Laurie blessed the
bags and the children who would receive them. We sincerely thank Linda Vozel and Sue Koehler for sewing the
bags and candy donations. Thanks to both the Ohio Department of Wildlife and Grove City Family Dentistry who
provided donated items for the bags. The Christmas bags were filled with Christian love and a big touch of
sweetening power!

The Quilters meet every Tuesday in room 103-104 from 9am-2pm. We are a very small group of usually 4-5
each Tuesday. If you don’t want to come weekly, drop in occasionally, maybe once a month. You may visit for just
an hour and then go on your way. If you want to visit longer, bring your lunch and stay for a couple of hours. You
don’t have to commit to coming every Tuesday. We also have activities that do not involve working with fabric. We
can do stamps and cards any Tuesday. A visit is not a commitment. Come and visit the Quilters!

Our 2021 treasury will be divided among to church ministries such as Adopt-A-Family, LSS and Grove City
food pantries, and other church-related ministries.

If you want to make a quilt at home for a charity, we can furnish material, supplies, and a bit of encouragement
at no cost to you. The easiest quilt to make is a one-color-themed quilt composed of six inch or larger blocks that is
tied with crochet thread instead of hand quilted. The Quilters have boxes of material divided into the colors to make
the selection easier. Call the church to set up a visit.

Remember that Faith Mission, Choices, and Nancy’s Place no longer accept used clothing. Please donate
your used clothing to a charity of your choice.

The Quilters wish to thank everyone for your donations and prayerful support. Our ministry needs you.
Your donations make our ministry possible. We wish you all a Blessed 2022.

NEXT EVENT - JANUARY 21, 2022
ﬂulls 2022!" A BRAND NEW YEAR! The OWLS (Older Wiser LutheranS) are
hoping you will consider joining us for our meetings this year. Lots of inter-

ﬂl.l]ER, o LUTHERH“S esting programs, fellowship and food. We meet the third Friday every
month.

Our scheduled program for December with Dan Yeater giving us an update on the most recent project at St. John’s
— updating the handicap accessibility for our members — was postponed to give Dan more time for questions, etc.
following his presentation of Council’s proposal. It is a much-needed project and we

hope you come and hear what’s being proposed.

The OWLS are very happy and excited to be together again this year to share our faith > o
and love of God with friends, giving to those in need with gifts of money to ease their
burden, praying for the sick and their families, lending a helping hand to others who are
unable to perform simple tasks and offering a true friendship are what we do as a
group. We hope you consider attending our meeting and see for yourself. You might not
be too interested in a certain month’s program but you will always enjoy the friendship
and Christian love shared among us.

The potluck is back!! OWLS will provide fried chicken. Bring a covered dish and join your friends for a delicious
lunch and a wonderful program. We ask you to arrive around 11:15 am so we can open the meeting at 11:30 am.
Use the salmon insert in Sunday’s bulletin to make your reservation so the group can plan accordingly. You can also
call the office or Bonnie Swanson at 614-562-8002.

Hope to see you there!




CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES!

FAITH AND PURPOSE

Gary and Laurie will be leading four sessions on Faith & Purpose this school year during the Sunday School
Hour. The second session is scheduled for Sunday, January 16th, starting at 9:30am, in the Family Life Cen-
ter. The sessions are designed for middle school youth, high school youth, their parents/grandparents, and
adults of all ages. They are also ideal for parent/grandparents of children under the age 12. Though not re-
quired, you may RSVP to Gary at gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org.

PARENTING RESOURCE: AXIS

It’s a website with parent guides, conversations kits, expert videos, and excellent materials on parenting
youth in today’s culture. If you’d like to be on our monthly AXIS email list, please contact Diana Imbrock or
Laurie Pecuch. If you’re a parent, grandparent, or someone who faith webs with our youth...this is a very
helpful resource!

YOUTH DATES AND SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES [JO'N US

1-03: AXIS email with monthly focus r ' V’ }/ \(r

1-04: SCRIP ORDERS DUE

1-06: WEEKLY CONNECT resumes

1-08: GLOW: Matthew 5:16 HIGH SCHOOL EVENT (6:30—9pm) (Service, Fellowship, Fun)

1-09: HOLY COMMUNION LEARNING EVENT, 1st year students (see weekly parent email for details)

1-09: WEEKLY HIGH SCHOOL IQA BIBLE STUDY resumes (1:30—2:30pm) (get GoToMeeting info. from Diana)
1-16: FAITH & PURPOSE with Gary and Laurie, during SS hour (9:30—10:30am)

1-17: AXIS follow up email

1-23: LORD’S PRAYER LEARNING EVENT, 2nd year students (see weekly parent email for details)

JOIN US AT CONNECT!

Connect meets weekly on Thursday, 6pm — 7:15pm, starting again on January 6th! Children, ages 4 through
grade 6 are invited to join us. Grades 7—12 are invited to be leaders. Plus we have an awesome group of
trained adult leaders! The greeter’s table will open at 5:40pm. If you have any questions, talk to Laurie. Her
number is 614-620-2669. We have lots of fun, faith-filled things planned for each age-group!

Be sure to join these great opportunities too! Sunday School (for all ages) meets 9:30am to

10:30am on Sundays. Contact Tim Allman for more details. Children’s Church meets on Sunday morn-
ings during the sermon time of Contemporary Worship. Contact Jenn Czaplicki for more details.




SIGN UP TO JOIN THE
MEXICO MISSION FAMILY—2022!
Do you have a heart for the children of
Mexico and sharing the Good News with

our brothers and sisters in Christ?

Mission dates are
July 22" through August 1%, 2022.

Contact Diana Imbrock

with questions or to sign up.
dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org.
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PRAYERS AND PINS—2022
St. John’s Bowling Club

? .8 Wy

A WA wepp's

@ Wayne Webb’s Columbus Bowl
3224 S High St, Columbus 43207
(614)491-7155

The cost is $14 per person weekly. If you
are not present, you may pay the following
week. $7 in proceeds will go to our mis-
sion funds and $7 to WWCB.

1. Club will bowl at 3:00pm on Sundays
from January 9th to March 27th, 12
weeks total.

2. Checks should be made out to
WWCB.

3. We will bowl 2 games each week.

4. Teams will consist of 4 players, and
substitutions are welcome.

Plan to have a great time!
No worries if you are a rookie—it’s about
having fun!

Contact Dave or Karen Grossman (614)
579-8037 or Jo Dimond (614)270-3291
jodimond@aol.com.

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE
ALASKA AND MEXICO
MISSION FUNDS!
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church NON-PROFIT

3220 Columbus Street ORGANIZATION

Grove City, Ohio 43123-3297 U-S-Pijgtage

614-875-2314 Permit No. 10

DATED MATERIALS Grove City, Ohio 43123-3297
January 2022

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Traditional
% @é Saturdays at 4pm
Sundays at 8:15 & 11am
January 2022 Contemporary
Sundays at 11am
www.stjohnsgc.org




