SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2021
20th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

LOVING JESUS WITH ALL MY HEART

AS WE LOOK AT TODAY’S GOSPEL, | THINK IT’S IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THAT THE
WRITER - IN THIS CASE MARK, IS TELLING A COMPLETE STORY. SO WE NEED TO LOOK AT
WHAT SURROUNDS THE STORY OF THE YOUNG MAN IN TODAY’S GOSPEL. WHAT COMES
RIGHT BEFORE THIS STORY IS THE STORY OF HOW PEOPLE WERE BRINGING LITTLE CHILDREN
TO JESUS FOR HIM TO BLESS THEM. TO THE DISCIPLES, JESUS WAS A BUSY MAN WHO WAS
GOING AROUND TRYING TO ESTABLISH A KINGDOM. AND WHILE THIS WAS TRUE, THEY FAILED
TO UNDERSTAND THAT THIS KINGDOM WOULD BE DIFFERENT FROM WHAT THEY HAD IN
MIND. SO WHEN THEY SEE LITTLE CHILDREN COMING TO JESUS THEY SEE TIME WASTING -
TIME TAKEN AWAY FROM BUILDING A KINGDOM, TIME THAT COULD BE USED IN A MORE
EFFICIENT MANNER TO CREATE A POWERFUL KINGDOM. BUT JESUS QUICKLY DISPELS THEIR
NOTIONS ABOUT WHAT HIS KINGDOM WOULD BE BUILT ON - HUMILITY - HUMILITY THAT CAN
BE SEEN IN THE CHILD LIKE THE INNOCENCE OF THE CHILDREN WHO CAME TO JESUS TO BE
BLESSED.

SO THE FIRST LESSON ON KINGDOM BUILDING FOR THE DISCIPLES WAS THIS - GOD’S
KINGDOM IS NOT BUILT ON POWER, BUT RATHER THE LACK OF IT. JESUS EVEN SPELLS IT OUT
FOR THE DISCIPLES WHEN HE SAYS THAT WHOEVER DOES NOT RECEIVE THE KINGDOM OF
GOD LIKE A CHILD WILL NEVER ENTERIT.

SO JESUS BLESSES THE CHILDREN AND HE AND THE DISCIPLES ARE ON THE ROAD AGAIN.
WHICH BRINGS US TO TODAY’S LESSON.

NOW SOMEONE ELSE IS APPROACHING JESUS - NOT A CHILD THIS TIME, BUT JUST THE
OPPOSITE - A SELF MADE MAN WHO ANSWERED TO NO ONE, THE SORT OF MAN WHO HAD
EVERYTHING - OR SO HE THOUGHT - EVERYTHING THAT IS EXCEPT THE SECRET TO ETERNAL
LIFE. NOW IF HE COULD JUST HAVE THAT, HE WOULD BE SET. AND WHEN HE SEES JESUS, HE
LOOKS TO HIM IN THE HOPE THAT JESUS WOULD BE ABLE TO TELL HIM WHERE HE MIGHT
FIND THIS MISSING LINK.

AND SO HE ASKS JESUS HIS QUESTION - THE QUESTION THAT HE HOPED WOULD SET HIM ON
THE RIGHT PATH “WHAT MUST | DO TO RECEIVE ETERNAL LIFE?”
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CONTRARY TO POPULAR BELIEF, THE MAN DOESN’T COME TO JESUS OUT OF A SENSE OF
PRIDE (LOOK I’VE DONE ALL THIS NOW REWARD ME), BUT RATHER OUT OF A SENSE OF
FRUSTRATION (LOOK, I'VE DONE ALL THIS AND THERE’S STILL SOMETHING MISSING. HE
COMES TO JESUS BECAUSE HE IS STILL SEEKING, STILL SEARCHING, STILL HOPOING AGAINST
HOPE THAT JESUS CAN MEET HIS NEEDS OR AT LEAST POINT HIM IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. HE
IS LONGING FOR SOMETHING MORE.

THE FUNNY THING IS THAT JESUS DOESN’T EVEN ACKNOWLEDGE HIS DEEDS. HE DIDN’T EVEN
SAY ANY WORDS OF PRAISE LIKE WELL DONE GOOD AND FAITHFUL ONE.

NO, JESUS - BEING JESUS DID SOMETHING QUITE DIFFERENT. HE LOOKED INTO HIS EYES AND
SAW HIM FOR WHO HE REALLY WAS - AND WHAT JESUS SAW MADE HIM LOVE THE YOUNG
MAN. MAYBE JESUS SAW THIS YOUNG MAN’S POTENTIAL TO DO SOMETHING GREAT FOR THE
KINGDOM OF GOD. WHATEVER IT WAS THERE THAT JESUS SAW, WAS NOT ALONE, BECAUSE
JESUS ALSO SAW WHAT WAS BLOCKING THIS YOUNG MAN FROM HIS POTENTIAL GREATNESS
IN THE KINGDOM. AND IN HIS LOVE FOR THE YOUNG MAN, HE RESPONDS TO THE NEED —
YOU LACK ONE THING — THERE’S ONE THING KEEPING YOU FROM A FULL AND ABUNDANT
LIFE. BLOCKING THE WAY TO THIS KINGDOM POTENTIAL WAS THIS MANS GREAT WEALTH.

SEE, WHATEVER JESUS ASKS OF US, HE ASKS OUT OF LOVE.

JESUS KNEW, JUST AS SURELY AS ANY HEART SURGEON KNOWS, THAT THIS KIND OF
BLOCKAGE WAS DEADLY IF NOT TREATED. JESUS KNEW THAT THIS BLOCKAGE HAD TO BE
COMPLETELY AND THOROUGHLY REMOVED FROM THIS YOUNG MAN’S HEART IF HE WERE TO
LIVE AND THRIVE AS A DISCIPLE.

AND SO JESUS ASKED HIM TO GO AND SELL ALL HE HAD, GIVE IT TO THE POOR, AND THEN
COME AND FOLLOW HIM SO THAT HIS KINGDOM POTENTIAL COULD BE RELEASED.

UNFORTUNATELY, THIS YOUNG MAN WOULD NOT CONSENT TO THIS RADICAL SURGERY. HE
WOULDN’‘T SACRIFICE HIS WEALTH TO BECOME A DISCIPLE. AND SO HE LEFT JESUS, HIS PRIDE
QUICKLY DEFLATED, BUT HIS RICHES STILL INTACT. AND WE HEAR NO MORE ABOUT HIM.

INSTEAD, JESUS TURNS BACK TO THE DISCIPLES, AND TURNS THEIR NOTION OF WHAT IT
MEANS TO BE SPIRITUAL UPSIDE DOWN AND INSIDE OUT. SEE, IN THEIR THINKING, WEALTH
WAS A SIGN OF GOD’S BLESSING. TO BE TRULY SPIRITUAL YOU HAD TO BE WEALTHY, BECAUSE
TO BE TRULY SPIRITUAL YOU HAD TO FOLLOW THREE ACTS OF PIETY. YOU HAD TO PRAY, YOU
HAD TO FAST AND YOU HAD TO GIVE ALMS TO THE POOR. NOW OF COURSE, ANYONE COULD
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PRAY, EVEN THE POOR. BUT REALISTICALLY, ONLY THE RICH COULD CHOOSE TO GO WITHOUT
FOOD AND WATER TO FAST, AND HOW COULD THE POOR, WHO HAD BARELY ENOUGH FOR
THEMSELVES, AFFORD TO GIVE? VERSE 24 TELLS US THAT THE DISCIPLES ARE SHOCKED AT
WHAT JESUS HAS TO SAY. IF THE RICH WHO CAN AFFORD TO DO THESE ACTS OF PIETY DON'T
MAKE THE CUT, THEN WHAT CHANCE DO THE DISCIPLES HAVE?

COME TO THINK OF IT, WHAT CHANCE DO WE HAVE? —

JESUS’S VERY FIRST WORDS TO THE YOUNG MAN SHOW THAT THERE’S SOMETHING WRONG
WITH THE QUESTION IN THE FIRST PLACE.WELL, IF WE THINK LIKE THE YOUNG MAN, THAT
THERE IS SOMETHING WE CAN DO TO INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE, THAT IT'S SOMETHING WE
RECEIVE OR EARN BY BEING “GOOD” THEN WE DON’T STAND A CHANCE AT ALL, BECAUSE
ETERNAL LIFE IS A GIFT.

SEE, NO ONE IS “GOOD” THAT IS REALLY AND TRULY GOOD APART FROM GOD. WHICH MEANS
BOTH THAT NO ONE IS “GOOD ENOUGH” AND THAT ENTERING THE KINGDOM IS NOT ABOUT
“BEING GOOD” IN THE FIRST PLACE.

JESUS CITES THE COMMANDMENTS TO THE YOUNG MAN, BUT WHAT | FIND INTERESTING IS
THAT NOWHERE IN THE OT IS IT ASSUMED OR ASSERTED THAT KEEPING THE
COMMANDMENTS WILL GRANT YOU ETERNAL LIFE OR A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.

GOD DOESN’T GIVE THE COMMANDMENTS TO HELP ISRAEL BECOME HIS PEOPLE — RATHER HE
MAKES ISRAEL HIS PEOPLE AND THEN GIVES THEM THE COMMANDMENTS AS A GIFT. KEEPING
THE COMMANDMENTS THEN, ISN'T ABOUT BECOMING GOOD ENOUGH. IN FACT, THEY
AREN’T ABOUT US AT ALL. THE COMMANDMENTS DIRECT US TO CARE FOR OUR NEIGHBORS.
IF THEY HELP US TO BECOME BETTER PEOPLE, IT’S TO AND FOR OUR NEIGHBOR.

IN THE BEGINNING OF THIS TEXT FOR TODAY, JESUS IS “ON THE WAY” WHEN THE MAN
APPROACHES HIM. WHERE IS HE HEADED? ON THE WAY TO JERUSALEM AND THE CROSS. HE
INVITES THE MAN TO GIVE AWAY WHAT HE HAS — GIVE IT TO THE POOR — AND THEN FOLLOW
HIM. WHERE DOES JESUS INVITE THE MAN TO FOLLOW? TO THE CROSS. JESUS’S CROSS
WOULD BE ONE OF SELF-DENIAL, OF PUTTING OTHERS FIRST — OF TRUSTING ONLY IN GOD
AND CARING FOR NEIGHBOR RATHER THAN RELYING TOTALLY ON SELF.

WHY? BECAUSE JESUS LOVES HIM AND THE ONLY WAY TO FIND THE LIFE HE WAS LOOKING
FOR WAS TO ABANDON HIMSLEF TO GOD’S MERCY AND FORGIVENESS — DISCOVERNING THAT
IT’S ONLY AS YOU LOSE YOU LIFE THAT YOU FIND IT — AND THAT ONLY AS YOU GIVE YOURSELF
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AWAY TO OTHERS IN LOVE DO YOU RECEIVE EVERYTHING AND MORE BACK AGAIN.
SO WHO CAN BE SAVED IF WE DON’T MERIT SALVATION?

SALVATION IS OURS ALREADY BY GOD’S SHEER MERCY ALONE — THERE’S NOT MUCH ANY OF
US CAN DO TO INHERIT ANYTHING, EXCEPT WAIT FOR THE ONE WHO OWNS WHAT WE WANT,
TO DIE.

AND WHEN IT COMES TO ETERNAL LIFE? WELL, THAT HAPPENED ON THE CROSS OVER 2000
YEARS AGO — SO THERE’S NOTHING FOR US TO DO — NOTHING WE CAN DO TO SECURE OUR
HEAVENLY HOME “FOR HUMANS IT IS IMPOSSIBLE, BUT WITH GOD, ALL THINGS ARE
POSSIBLE.”

WE ARE JUSTIFIED BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH. IT'S NOT ABOUT WHAT WE HAVE DONE,
MIGHT DO, CAN DO.

IT’S ABOUT WHAT GOD HAS DONE AND IS DOING THROUGH JESUS — NAMELY, C ALLING EACH
OF US BELOVED AND ACCEPTABLE OUT OF LOVE.

WHAT THE RICH MAN WOULD THEN HAVE SAID TO JESUS WAS NOT WHAT CAN | DO TO GET
ETERNAL LIFE, BUT “JESUS, | MAY BE RICH, BUT | AM ALSO HELPLESS AND POWERLESS AS A
LITTLE CHILD. WILL YOU LEAD ME IN YOUR WAYS, BECAUSE | KNOW YOUR WAYS LEAD TO
ETERNAL LIFE, AND BECAUSE LEFT TO MY OWN MEANS, | WILL SURELY LOSE MY WAY.”

WE ARE CALLED TODAY TO SEE WHAT IS THE STUMBLING BLOCK - WHAT IS IT WE SO FIERCLY
HOLD ONTO THAT PREVENTS US FROM OPENING UP OUR HANDS TO RECEIVE THE GIFT JESUS
HAS FOR US. THE GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE. MY FRIENDS AS YOU COME TO THE ALTARTO
RECEIVE JESUS TODAY, YOU HAVE TO OPEN YOUR HANDS. AND TO OPEN YOUR HANDS YOU
HAVE TO LET GO. ASK JESUS NOW TO SHOW YOU WHAT IT IS HE WANTS YOU TO GIVE AWAY
SO YOU CAN COME FOLLOW HIM. AMEN.



