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Long ago, my favorite thing to do before bed was to sit at my computer and fly around the world on “Microsoft Flight Simulator.” 
I’ve wanted to become a pilot my whole life. After a year or so of virtual flight, it struck me: the computer-generated illusion had 
become so engrossing that I was losing my desire to become a real pilot. 
 

I know it sounds kind of science-fictiony, but through the past year, with the pandemic and all the bitter political conflict in our 
country, I keep having the weird feeling that our society is caught in a kind of simulation, unable to get hold of any substantive 
truth or reality. Powerful spiritual forces have been fragmenting us, driving individuals and groups towards isolation for a long 
time. Electronic media have done many wonderful things for us, but with social media and iPhones, and with people increasingly 
addicted to screens, it’s also easier than ever to take cover behind barriers of physical distance and anonymity in our dealings 
with each other. We might be more connected to each other, but we’re also farther apart than ever. Covid has only magnified the 
situation, pushing us farther apart while making the “connection” part uglier, a lot of the time. 
 

For one thing, with the barriers of physical distance and anonymity in place, we don’t have to take as much responsibility for what 
we say. When this is the case, our sinful nature oozes out. Instead of listening to each other and learning to deal with people who 
bother us, we’re more quick to throw verbal bombs and wave political banners. It’s become very hard to trust each other.  
 

I have never been so thankful for God’s Church in my life. When we come together as God’s people, we aren’t about waving our 
own banners or presenting ourselves as the sole keepers of final truth. Rather, before anything else, we’re helping each other 
hear what the living Lord is trying to say to us through his Word, today. We’re united in his mission, which cuts through all worldly 
divisions. Yes, we have different opinions about social issues, parenting, politics—we always will. But our Lord Jesus unites us 
under his banner of grace and forgiveness. As sinners who know we stand on nothing but his mercy, we treat each other with 
reverence and respect. We take the risk of listening carefully before we speak. We can allow ourselves to show our weakness, 
our brokenness, our vulnerability. This is where Jesus the Savior meets us: in our human reality. Thank God we don’t have to be 
caught in the current simulation, where we are the (fictional) heroes of our own preferred storylines. 
 

Times like the ones we’re living in are not when faithful Christians retreat fearfully behind screens. Rather, this is when we can lift 
up Christ and His Church as the only chance for unity and true fellowship in a broken world. 
 

Small groups—which include Sunday school classes and the faith webbing that Gary, Laurie and Diana are always doing with 
our young people—might not seem like a particularly revolutionary answer to the ugliness of our society today. But don’t be 
fooled by small groups’ quiet simplicity. When we come together in the name of Jesus, put our trust in him, and share our faith 
with each other, our courage grows. Sometimes it’s only one person at a time, but the Holy Spirit is changing lives, and the    
Kingdom of God is growing in our midst. What we do and say in the presence of Christ and his people has a way of rippling out 
into the world in powerful ways we never imagined. It’s always been this way with the Church. 
 

Jesus describes faith (and the Church) as a tiny mustard seed that grows into a non-descript but hardy and invasive shrub 
(Matthew 13:31-32). The current factions of the world may try to overpower each other and out-shout each other, but in the    
middle of the noise and confusion, the invasive shrub is quietly growing and spreading. That’s what we’re doing with small 
groups; equipping each other to mount a quiet but unstoppable invasion of the world, for Jesus’ sake. 
 

I encourage all St. John’s members to seriously think and pray about joining a Going Deeper small group sometime in the coming 
months. It’s another way our wonderful congregation helps us to be pilots for Christ, and to fly for real. 
 

Yours in Christ,  

Letter from the Pastor 

Pastor Seth Jersild 
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1 
KC Cermak 

 

2 
Brittany Bennett 

Nancy Fisher 
 

3 
Patrick Heffernan 

Lee Kimmins 
Karen Stewart 

 

4 
Brielle Crescenzi 

 

5 
Connor Campbell 
Diane Carducci 

Viola Davis 
Margie Kennell 
Betsy Wycoff 

 

6 
Charles Conkle 

Anna Rorick 
Lindsey Spoon 

 

8 
Cathy Howard 

Mariana McFarland 
Mia Price 

William Stephenson 
 

9 
Carol Krieger 
Chris Phillips 
Joan Werner 

 

10 
Jim Carpenter 
Judy Collier 
Tom Eesley 

11 
Lily vonLohr 
Cody Cash 

Barbara Grubb 
Jeff  Stenerson 

 

12 
Alan Forbes 
Becky Sutton 

Bonnie Swanson 
Sue Zeszotek 

 

13 
Glenda Allman 
Charline Dean 

Jerry Hunt 
 

14 
Eric Esposito 
Russ Finley 

Marilyn Wright 
 

15 
Annaleise Butsko 
Marshall Goebbel 

Adam Waller 
 

16 
Grace Hicks 

Garrett Hutson 
Rita Orahood 

Andrea Singleton 
Lauren Wahl 
Marian Walsh 

 

17 
Sarah Hines 
Tom Phillips 
Noah Ranke 

Tammy Stenerson 
Carolyn Throp 

 

18 
Brice Bodor 

William McClure 
Craig Smith 

 

19 
Jacob Allmon 
Pam Krebs 

Cameren Rezes 
Ryan Seitz 

 

20 
Don Carducci 

Elizabeth Daranikone 
Neil Summers 
Heather Whyte 

 

21 
Charlotte Rausch 

Aaron Waller 
 

22 
Cheryl Grimm 
Phyllis Herbert 

Mindy McDaniel 
Robert Sennett 

Lori Wobig 
Jeff  Worthington 

 

23 
Drew Summers 

Gary Throp 
 

24 
Michaela Hicks 

Teresa Orahood 
Logan Ward 
Della Welsh 

 
 
 
 

25 
Andrew Cotton 

Carol Hunt 
Dylan Price 

 

26 
Megin Cress 

Robert Eesley 
Bruce Gallick 
Connie Taylor 

 

27 
Tammy Gillispie 
Carol McNamee 

Rachelle Nighbert 
Robert Nighbert 

 

28 
Dee Harlor 

 

29 
Patrick Larick 

Helen Link 
Becky Priwer 
Dean Relyea 
Kyle Stage 
Evan Stith 

 

30 
Dave Miller 

 

31 
Jana Alter 

Tamah Clark 
Bill Graul 

Howard Linder 
Brendan Wobbrock 

       

October 
 Birthdays 

       



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

AGES 4 THROUGH GRADE 6 
 

We meet 5:45—7:15pm most Thursday evenings. Our greeter’s table will open at 5:30pm. A   

suggested donation of $2 will be collected at the greeter’s table to cover the costs of our meal. 

Masks are required at Connect but will be removed to eat dinner. If you are concerned about your 

child removing his/her mask, please talk to Laurie about the option of skipping dinner and coming 

for solely for the bible and game activities. If a child is unable to come to Connect and would like 

to do virtual check-ins with us during the week, please let Laurie know at lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org.  
 

Connect will meet in-person on Oct. 7, 14, and 21. If this changes, we will contact parents through 

e-mail.  We will not meet Oct. 28 so children and families have more time to attend the St. John’s 

Trunk or Treat event on Saturday, Oct. 30. 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

• Oct. 10, 12:30pm to 4pm, is the Ten Commandment Learning Event for first year students with 
Pastor Patti and Gary.  

 

• Students are “trotting through” the New Testament this year during the Sunday School hour with 
Gary.  

 

• Check your weekly email from Gary for confirmation updates or email him at 
gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org with questions.  

 

• Interest sign-ups for service projects are in the confirmation classroom on 
the third floor. This includes being a Connect Teen Leader on Thursday 
nights!  

 

HIGH SCHOOL  
 

• Confirming their faith at the 9:30am worship service on Sunday, Septem-
ber 26th: Kaitlyn Ball, Abigail Brubaker, Morgan Cline, Cora Grimm, Olivia Straub, Erin Wahl, 
and Jenna White. Praise be to God!  

 

• IQA BIBLE STUDY starts in October, Sundays, 1:30pm to 2:30pm. Text Diana Imbrock at      
614-271-5775 for the GoToMeeting ID number.  

 

• Saturday, October 2 is our first GLOW (Matthew 5:16) event. Meeting 7 to 9pm at church,    
starting in the gym. Text Laurie at 614-620-2669 for more details. You don’t want to miss it!  

 

• Be a Connect Teen Leader on Thursday nights! See article above. Join us when you can! 
 

PARENTING/GRANDPARENTING RESOURCE 
 

• Our October AXIS resources are on the topic of Identity. St. John’s has a membership. Contact 
us on how you can get full access to AXIS materials through our membership and to get on our 
monthly e-mail list! The resources are excellent. 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY  

   MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES! 



 

 

Think about donating your leftover Halloween candy to the Quilters for 
the Christmas bags. If you don’t have any leftover candy, you can     
usually get good bargains on candy the next day after Beggars’ Night at 
the stores. We make 100 bags for the children at the LSS Food       
Pantries. It takes two tables full of candy to fill the Christmas bags. The 
bags hold crayons, pencils, ballpoint pens, sturdy combs, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, booklet about Ohio wildlife, stuffed toy, and most              
importantly, candy. We still need sturdy comb and Beanie Babies-type 

stuffed animals. You have met our goal of 100 boxes of crayons. Thank you! We accept erasers, glue 
sticks, small notepads, nail clippers. etc. You don’t need to donate 100 items. We accept any number of 
items that will fit in our 10” X 10” bags. Place your Christmas bag donations in the Quilters’ cabinet in the 
Link. Thank you to the many of you who have already given donations to the children.  
 
If you have an interest in learning or already know how to hand quilt, we have empty chairs at the quilting 
frame. All that is required are nimble fingers and willing spirit. If you don’t want to do quilting, another     
activity is cutting canceled stamps for the veterans’ hospitals’ rehab activities.  
 
Faith Mission does not want used clothing anymore. Therefore, we no longer collect, sort and donate used 
clothing. Please, please give your used clothing to another charity. 
 
The Quilters usually meet every Tuesday in rooms 103-104 from 9am to 2pm or thereabout as we come 
and go as we please. All materials are provided  
 

With your donations for the Christmas bags and your caring,  

we can continue to help the children who need our compassion and understanding.  

NEXT EVENT – OCTOBER 15, 2021 
 

The Older Wiser LutheranS (OWLS) are planning a very special     
meeting for October and hope you take a minute to add it to your      
calendar. Our speaker is Ed Reeves, a Grove City resident with a very 
interesting and heartfelt story to tell. “My Search for my Vietnam Scout 
Dog, Prince” is the title of a book he wrote in 2016 The following was 
copied from Amazon’s website where his book is for sale. 
 
“After training for five months at Fort Benning, Prince and Ed Reeves worked as a point team on patrols in 
the jungles of Vietnam. They ate together, slept together, sloshed through rice paddies together, walked 
up and down mountain trails in the heat and monsoon rain together, and flew in choppers together. 
 
When Ed's tour was up and he got to go home, the hardest part was saying goodbye to Prince. He had to 
stay. Ed thought about him all the time, wondering what happened to him. When the troops were pulled 
out in 1973, Ed gave Prince up for dead. He just wondered how. How did he die? Was it fast in the heat of 
a battle, or was he euthanized because he was considered excess equipment? Or the worst fate--was he 
turned over to the South Vietnamese Army? For 36 years Ed had those questions. 
In 2007, he found out what happened!” And on the 17

th
 so can you!! 

 
We are planning to resume our potluck lunches this month unless the church policies change due 
to Covid 19. Please arrive around 11:15 am so we can prepare for lunch and start the meeting 
promptly at 11:30 am. Bring a covered dish to share – fried chicken, meat loaf and drinks will be 
provided. Please use the salmon insert to sign up or call Bonnie Swanson at 614-562-8002.        
Reservations are always important but this meeting is our first lunch in a long time and we’d like to 
be prepared. Remind your friends – Invite a friend – Come join us for a great speaker and a       
wonderful lunch.  

Hope to see you there! 



 

 

SCRIP GIFT CARDS: Place your order by the first 
Tuesday of the month and within the week receive gift 
cards that you can use at hundreds of retails stores and 
restaurants. Contact Gary Pecuch at 614-620-2659. Be 
sure to talk to Pam Wittenberg about other ways you can 
receive SCRIP.  
 

AMAZONSMILE: You can link your amazon orders to 
St. John’s and the youth program will receive .05% of 
what you order on selected Amazon items. You can do 
this directly through your Amazon account or set up an 
AmazonSmile account using your Amazon password and 
log-in at https://smile.amazon.com/.  
 

Connect your KROGER card with the        
COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM. Go to 
https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Our organi-
zation number is EY530. Shop at Kroger and a percent-
age comes back to the youth at St. John’s!  

Thank you! 

 
 “It is with our sincerest gratitude that we 
thank you for allowing services to be held on 
Tuesday, August 3, 2021 for our mother,   
Janet Daley. Mom loved St. John’s and was 
active there until retiring to Florida. The     
service was beautiful, and went as mom    
requested. Peace be with you,” ~ the family 
of Jan Daley.  
 
“I would like to thank all the people who 
helped me and sent me cards. I really        
appreciate them, and they make my days 
better!” ~Sandy Hayes  
 
“Thank you for all of you that helped support 
our event, Sweet Treats for Missions. It was 
good to see all of your friendly faces and  
having fellowship with one another,           
discussing the importance of the mission 
trips, loving the people of Alaska and Mexico 
and spreading God's love.” ~ Chad Whyte 

WRAPPED IN  
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

Please join us for the next meeting 
Saturday, October 9, 2021 

 
We would be happy to teach anyone interested to knit or 

crochet. For more information call  
Glenda Allman at 614-352-5955  

or Diana Imbrock at 614-271-5775. 
 

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO WOULD BE 
BLESSED BY RECEIVING A PRAYER SHAWL? 

Please call Nancy Kinman at 614-875-8155. 

 
WOMEN OF THE NALC 

 

Here’s a spiritual growth goal: join a Circle of friends.  

Joining our Circles is an easy way to make new friends and grow spiritually.  

Both Circles have evening meeting times.  

Contact the leaders listed for information. . 
Elizabeth Circle  

Contact Sherry Nighbert 
614-581-1436 

Sarah Circle  
Contact Vi Davis 

614-875-2605 

                

                

https://smile.amazon.com/


 

 

FLOOD BUCKETS NEEDED! 
 

St. John's is collecting Flood Buckets  
for the NALC Disaster Response Team  

now through October 17th.  
   

Flood Buckets are five-gallon buckets with a lid filled with cleaning supplies and 
safety gear. We are also collecting brooms, push brooms, mops, and gift cards to 
Lowes, Home Depot, and Walmart. All items described on the back of this page will 
go to help those most affected by recent hurricanes. 
 

 Donated items are being collected in room 101.  
Bring in your donations at any time! 

 

We will Stuff the Truck  
with all donations after worship services on  

Sunday, October 17th. 

Don't have time  

to shop?  

Purchase your gift card  
through the youth  
SCRIP program!  

Order forms are on the 
youth office door.  

Just drop off your order 
form and money to the 
youth ministry office by  

Tuesday, October 5th. 



 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH MISSION SILENT AUCTION 
 

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 
Your generous support of our silent auction yielded over $1700.00! 
That’s enough to send a whole individual to be the hands and feet 

of Jesus 
to one of St. John’s short-term mission experiences! 

Thank you to all who contributed items; we appreciate you! 
Thank you for your continued love, prayers and donations  

as we prepare for next year’s mission. 

CHRISTIAN PARENTING CLASSES: OCTOBER 24
th

 AND 31
st 

 

Pastor Seth will be leading a two-session class for parents (and all who are interested) during the   
Sunday School hour on October 24

th
 and 31

st
. Our topic will be “Christian Identity.” In our current      

culture, many forces are actively working to pull young people away from faith in Christ and from his 
Church. In these classes, we’ll be helping each other identify some of those challenges more clearly, 
and share ways to encourage our children to have a strong, healthy and joyful sense of rootedness in 
Jesus.  
 
We’ll be meeting from 9:30 to 10:30 in the basement Fellowship Hall. Parents, grandparents, guardians 
and all interested folks are encouraged to attend! 

 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church has an opportunity to be the light in hard-to-reach places by sharing God’s 
love through gift-filled shoeboxes. Each shoebox is an opportunity to reach a child with the gospel. For 
many of these kids, this is the first gift they have ever received! Suggested gift items are small cars, 
balls, dolls, new short-sleeved shirts (no writing), small flashlight with batteries, soap AND plastic       
covered soap dish, toothbrush AND toothbrush holder, pencils, erasers, colored pencils, pens. 
 
“Pack your shoe box with love, send it with prayer and share the Good News of Jesus Christ with a      
hurting child. That’s the power of a simple gift.” Franklin Graham, President, Samaritan's Purse. 
 
All donations and filled shoe boxes must be returned church Link entrance by November 7. Please     
contact Jeremy Butsko with any questions at (614)871-6295.  
 

There are three ways to participate: 
1. Pick up a prepared shoebox from the church entrance or Link. The 

instructions for packing your box are included. Fill your box with some of 
the suggested gift items.  

2. Build your shoe box online for just $25. You can bless children around 
the world without leaving home! Go to St. John’s website to locate the   
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Goal Page and build your online box. 

3. Donate monetarily or with gift items. 100% of the donations will be    
allocated to the operation. Donation drop-off tubs can be found in the 
church entrance and Link.  

 

 “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” – John 1:5 



 

 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
 

Seth Jersild, Senior Pastor   614-875-2314 
sjersild@stjohnsgc.org   217-255-2118 
 
Patricia A. Morlock, Assoc. Pastor 614-875-2314 
pmorlock@stjohnsgc.org  740-405-1548 
 
Tim Allman,     614-875-2314 
Sunday School Superintendent  
 
Elaine Bennett, Dir. of Lay Ministries  614-446-0148 
elaine.bennett@stjohnsgc.org  
 
Michael Esposito, Business Manager  614- 875-2314 
mesposito@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Karl Eiginger,     614-875-2314 
Children’s Choir Director  
 
Nick Grossman,    614-875-2314 
Contemporary Worship Leader  
 
Diana Imbrock,     614-271-5775 
Youth Director grades 7-12, dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Susan Abbott Locey,    614-208-8215 
Bell Choir Director 
 
Mark Meuser,     614-875-2314 
Director of Music Ministries 
 
Janice Miller, Recorder   614-875-2314 
jmiller@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Kathryn Mullins, Office Administrator 614-875-2314 
secretary@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Gary Pecuch, Youth Ministry   614-620-2659 
Coordinator/Confirmation, gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Laurie Pecuch,     614-620-2669 
Youth Director grades K-12, lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org 
 
David Shrum,     614-875-2314 
Contemporary Music Leader 
 
Karen Whyte, Librarian   614-878-9392  
barnowl@iwaynet.net 

The deadline for the NOVEMBER Eagle is  
OCTOBER 10TH.  

Email announcements & articles to  
secretary@stjohnsgc.org  

or leave a handwritten copy in the church office. 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
 

Officers: Neva Warren, President; Aaron Clark, 
Vice President; Karen Bentley, Secretary; Dan 
Yeater, Treasurer. 
 
Members-At-Large: Debbie Abbitt, Warren    
Althoff, Wayne Beavers, Shirley Blake, Doug 
Cress, Michael Grimm, Fred Previts. 

Church Office hours are  

Monday through Friday, 8am to 4pm. 

 MEMORIAL GIFTS GIVEN AS OF  
SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 

 
Memorial Fund 
Given in memory of Paul Eyerman by Marilyn Wright; Jim 
Braskett; and Ike and Shelah Stage.  
Given in memory of Ann Reynolds by the Women’s Civic 
Club of Grove City. 
 
Bed Brigade Fund 
Given in honor of Pastor Ray Rosenthal’s 55th anniversary 
of ordination by Keith and Jane Stenerson. 
Given in memory of Rose Mary Krebs by the Keil Family; 
Ron Kientz; Ike and Shelah Stage; Beryl Spangler; Donald 
and Helen Haenszel; Robert and Marlene Anderl; Nancy   
Mellen; Marilyn Wright; Jim Braskett; Paul and Mitzie 
Schemrich; Hirth, Norris & Garrison, LLP; Nancy and Carl 
Kinman; and Suzie Long. 
 
Youth Memorial Fund 
Given in memory of Joyce Althoff by Warren Althoff. 
Given in memory of Rose Mary Krebs by Paul and Mitzie 
Schemrich.  
 
Memorial Fund, Kitchen 
Given in memory of Rose Mary Krebs by Howard and Nellie 
McCarley. 
 
Youth (Group) Fund 
Given in honor of Barbara Hill by Kathy Myers.  

QUARTERLY CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS  
WILL BE HELD FOLLOWING EACH WORSHIP SERVICE ON 

OCTOBER 23RD AND 24TH. 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY  
IS EXTENDED TO  

 
The family of Rose Mary Krebs, who passed  

August 23rd, 2021. 
 

Jim Carpenter and family as they grieve for his daughter,  
Julie Waugh, who passed  

August 31st, 2021.  
 

The family and friends of Paul Eyerman, who passed  
September 7th, 2021.  

 
Dennis Imbrock and family as they mourn the loss of his 

brother, Richard Imbrock,  
September 14th, 2021. 

 
All who mourn are in our  

thoughts and prayers. 


