TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST AUGUST 15, 2021

WELCOME!

We are glad to welcome you today as we gather together
to worship God! Please be sure you complete the salmon
insert inside your bulletin and turn it in to the usher at the
time of communion.

This bulletin will assist you in participating in
worship. All parts spoken by the congregation are
listed in bold print and preceded by “C:”

There are also instructions printed in italics that will
indicate other helpful descriptions of the service.
Large Print Hymns are available. Please see an usher.

Thank you for turning off your cell phones or
putting them on “silent” during the service.

L ST. JOHN'S EVANGELICAL

LUTHERAN CHURCH
3220 Columbus Street
Grove City, OH 43123
614-875-2314
www.stjohnsgc.org

We are committed to invite and welcome all to Jesus Christ,
to equip all with an active faith that works in real life,
and together go into the world to serve in Jesus’ name.




ORGAN PRELUDE Priere Felix Borowski

“Priere” was originally written for violin and piano by British/ American composer Felix
Borowski in 1901. It was transcribed for organ by Gerard Alphenaar.

Please stand

HYMN 823 “Praise The Lord! Oh Heavens”

INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS

P: Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the
world. Fill us with such a knowledge of his presence that we may be
strengthened and sustained by his risen life to serve you continually,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

FIRST READING: Proverbs 9:1-6

Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn her seven pillars. She has
slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine, she has also set her
table. She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls from the highest places
in the town, “You that are simple, turn in here!” To those without sense
she says, “Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed. Lay
aside immaturity, and live, and walk in the way of insight.”

R: The Word of our Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:15-20

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making
the most of the time, because the days are evil. So do not be foolish, but
understand what the will of the Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, for
that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making
melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father at all
times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

P: The Holy Gospel according to the sixth chapter of John.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL: John 6:51-58

I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this
bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the
world is my flesh.” The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying,
“How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” So Jesus said to them, “Very
truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood
have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; for my flesh is
true food and my blood is true drink. Those who eat my flesh and drink
my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and
I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of
me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which
your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live
forever.”

P: The Gospel of our Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.
HYMN 542 “O Living Bread From Heaven”
SERMON Pastor Patti Morlock
APOSTLES’ CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by



the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

INSTALLATION OF MARK MEUSER, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Response:
P:..Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P. The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.
P

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy......
...and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

Please follow the instructions from the pastor for distribution.

Believing in the real presence of Christ’s body and blood in the bread and wine of
the Holy Communion for the forgiveness of sin, we practice Eucharistic hospitality.
All baptized persons are welcomed to the Lord’s Table.

BLESSING, PRAYER and BENEDICTION
HYMN 689 “Praise and Thanksgiving”

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace, serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

ORGAN POSTLUDE Postlude in G Christian Cappelen

Contents reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship Copyright 2006, with permission; OneLicense.Net;
License #A4-725704; 12/10/20-12/9/21



Listening for the Promise

Weekly Devotional
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost — August 15, 2021

“I am the living bread that came down from heaven.” (John 6:51)

In seminary, pastors are taught to make a connection in the sermon to the
common and relevant experiences of the listeners. But people have wildly different
experiences in life. Some people suffer from depression, others don’t. Not everyone
gets divorced. However, every one of us will experience death. We are frail, finite,
and mortal and closer to dying than we were yesterday. Death has a way of
focusing the meaning of life and helps us see the heart of our faith, Jesus Christ.

One of the great blessings of our faith is that it tells the truth about death,
both good and bad, the happy and the unbearably sad. Death is a painful
severance. Death is the ultimate ending, the final enemy. We are right to grieve and
to feel intense, terrible pain when someone we love dies. The loss is real.

However, we can be completely honest and truthful about death because of
Jesus Christ. We believe it when Jesus said, “I am the living bread that came down
from heaven. If anyone eats this bread, they will live forever.” We believe we know
something the world doesn’t seem to know, that there is a God who raises the dead.
God is not present in us as a memory or in some wishful thinking. God is the one
who gives life and gives it again in the middle of death. Jesus was not only raised
from the dead, but he embodies life now, he embodies resurrection and eternal life,
he is the living bread for all of us. Think about the times Jesus entered into some
hopeless situation and the dead were raised. When you find yourself in some
hopeless situation, you can believe that what Jesus once did, he continues to do
that for you as well.

That’s why it's okay to be joyful at a funeral and perhaps even laugh at death.
You can be joyful in your grief, not because of how strong-minded you are but rather
that your faith reminds you of God’s love for you and indeed, for all of us. The same
God who defeated death and who raised Jesus from the dead will do the same for
you. That is our faith and our greatest hope in life and our ultimate hope in death.
The promise is that Jesus is the living bread, and one day, we will all be together
again, for eternity. Amen.

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2021, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by Scott Block. Scripture taken from
ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.





