
 

 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST              JULY 18, 2021 

 

WELCOME! 
 

We are glad to welcome you today as we gather together 

to worship God!  Please be sure you complete the salmon 

insert inside your bulletin and turn it in to the usher at the 

time of communion. 
 

This bulletin will assist you in participating in  

worship.  All parts spoken by the congregation are 

listed in bold print and preceded by “C:” 
 

There are also instructions printed in italics that will 

indicate other helpful descriptions of the service. 

Large Print Hymns are available.  Please see an usher. 
 

Thank you for turning off your cell phones or  

putting them on “silent” during the service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are committed to invite and welcome all to Jesus Christ,  
to equip all with an active faith that works in real life,  

and together go into the world to serve in Jesus’ name. 



 

 

Please stand 

INVOCATION    

    P:  In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:  Amen. 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

    P:  Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God,  

    C:  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as     

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

   P:   In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 

minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore     

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

   C:  Amen. 

ORGAN PRELUDE  They Who Trust In God        J.S. Bach 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

    P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

           communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

    C:   And also with you. 

HYMN   722 “O Christ, Your Heart Compassionate” 



 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! 

says the Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel,          

concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have 

scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not 

attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says 

the Lord. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all 

the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their 

fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds 

over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, 

or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. The days are 

surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a        

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall 

execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be 

saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he 

will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 

 R: The Word of our Lord.   C: Thanks be to God.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people,     

faithfully feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole 

people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

C:   Amen.    

SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:11-22 

So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the 

uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision” —a     

physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands— remember 

that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the        

commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, 



 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus 

you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 

Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into 

one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility          

between us. He has abolished the law with its commandments and     

ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place 

of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God 

in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility 

through it. So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off 

and peace to those who were near; for through him both of us have     

access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers 

and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the 

household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and  

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole 

structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in 

whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for 

God.  

 R:  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 



 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done 

and taught. He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by    

yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they 

had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted 

place by themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized them, 

and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of 

them. As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion 

for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began 

to teach them many things. When they had crossed over, they came to 

land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. When they got out of the boat, 

people at once recognized him, and rushed about that whole region and 

began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And 

wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the 

marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of 

his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 

 P:  The Gospel of our Lord.  C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

HYMN   479 “We Come to the Hungry Feast” 

SERMON            Pastor Patti Morlock 

    P:  The Holy Gospel according to the sixth chapter of Mark. 

    C:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

APOSTLES’ CREED   

    C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 

into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 



 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Response:  

    P: ...Lord in your mercy,  C: Hear our prayer.  

GREAT  THANKSGIVING 

    P.  The Lord be with you. 

    C:  And also with you. 

    P:  Lift up your hearts. 

    C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

    P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

    C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

    P:  It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy...… 

 ...and join their unending hymn:  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the        

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life             

everlasting. Amen. 



 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

    C:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

    Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

    Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

    we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  

    temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

BLESSING, PRAYER and BENEDICTION 
 

HYMN   767 “Lord Take My Hand and Lead Me” 
 

DISMISSAL 

     P:  Go in peace, serve the Lord.  

    C:  Thanks be to God!  

 

ORGAN POSTLUDE   

  Blessed Ye Who Live in Faith Unswerving   J.S. Bach/Brahms   

DISTRIBUTION   

Please follow the instructions from the pastor for distribution. 

Believing in the real presence of Christ’s body and blood in the bread and wine of 

the Holy Communion for the  forgiveness of sin, we practice Eucharistic hospitality.  

All baptized persons are welcomed to the Lord’s Table. 

Contents reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship  
Copyright 2006; with permission; OneLicense.Net;  

License #A-725704; 12/10/20-12/9/21 



 

 



 

 



 

 
FINISHING COMMUNION AT HOME AFTER CHURCH 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Grove City OH 
 

For your safety and comfort, we are distributing pre-packaged communion 
kits to members during worship for everyone to take home, rather than     
eating and drinking in the church building. 
 
The bread and wine will be consecrated with the Words of Jesus during   
worship, and will be ready to consume afterwards. However, since it is     
important to have the words of Jesus fresh in our ears before taking the    
sacrament, we strongly encourage you to use the following order of service 
once you get home. 
 
First, unpeel the wafer(s) from the top of the package. Next, unseal the juice 
and place the wafer and juice before you on a table, so they are ready to be 
consumed. 
 
Then, say the following aloud (or have someone in your group say it for  
everyone):  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying “Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after sup-
per, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Now, partake of the wine and bread, trusting that the resurrected Lord Jesus 
is truly present in the sacrament for you, giving you the fullness of his      
forgiveness, life, and salvation. 
 
After eating and drinking, we suggest saying the following prayer aloud (or 
have someone in your group say it for everyone):  
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 
us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray 
that in your mercy, you would strengthen us through this 
gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love for one another. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 



 

 

Listening for the Promise  
Weekly Devotional  

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost – July 18, 2021 

“And he began to teach them many things.” (Mark 6:34)  

  The Christian faith does not come easily or naturally to us. We must be taught to be a 

Christian, or as some say, faith must be “caught.” We submit to God’s Word for teaching and 

we learn what it means to be Christians.  

 At the end of Matthew’s Gospel (28:19), Jesus says, “Go therefore and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” Jesus commands us to teach. No 

one is born with knowing the gospel, you can’t just “think it up” on your own. Someone has to 

teach it to you and someone has to preach it in your hearing in order for the good news of    

Jesus Christ to be yours as a free gift.  

 After an outburst of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:42, the church “devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching.” Being a disciple of Jesus is not the same as being a sensitive, caring, or 

“good" person. It’s not enough to say, “I was born in the US, which is basically Christian, so I 

became a Christian by breathing the air and drinking the water.” The saving news of Jesus 

Christ is opposite of the way the world saves. Disciples are those who have heard the good 

news of Jesus Christ, are transformed by the Holy Spirit, who then live in a world counter to the 

ways of the world.  

 One of the titles for Jesus is “rabbi,” which means teacher. Jesus traveled through villag-

es teaching. Now the disciples come back and report to Jesus about their mission and he says to 

them, “Let’s get away and rest a while.” They go to the desert but when they get there it is   

anything but deserted. Jesus begins to teach the crowd and satisfies their hunger with a miracle 

of fish and bread. Isn’t it interesting that the first thing Jesus does for the people is not feed, 

but rather teach?  

 The crowds see themselves as hungry and in need of bread. Jesus sees them in need of 

teaching, and before Jesus meets their physical needs, he meets their need for instruction,    

explanation, and teaching. Perhaps Mark, by telling the story, means to remind us that there is 

a hunger for bread but also for “every word spoken by God.”   

 Jesus feeds us our daily bread, but he also gives us the spiritual bread which is God’s 

holy Word. Amen.  

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2021, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by 
Scott Block. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 




