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Letter from the Pastor

It's so good to be back in the swing of things at church with masks off and no distancing! For me,
Vacation Bible School was particularly meaningful this year. The crowd of kids was smaller (as ex-
pected) and we kept the program shorter on purpose. But just seeing all the children together in
one room singing, learning God’s Word, having fun, and praising Jesus made me so grateful for
simple gifts we often take for granted. The Holy Spirit will unfailingly bless us with joy and a sense
of renewal whenever we come together in the name of Jesus.

Here are a few things that we can look forward to in August and September:

e We will return to Holy Communion with wafers and wine on the last weekend of July.

« We'll have a formal installation of our new Director of Music, Mark Meuser, at all the traditional
services on the weekend of August 14-15. We are excited to have Mark join us. He will begin
regular choir rehearsals the first Wednesday in September. All are welcome to join the choirs!

o Greeters, ushers, and communion assistants will be back in action for our worship services—
volunteers are always welcome!

o Saturday, July 31st, will be “dumpster day” at church. Can you come and help? We were able
to do a lot of painting and freshening up of our church building during the pandemic; now we
need to sort out some clutter. Your help will be very much appreciated!

o We'll celebrate a full return to Sunday School for all ages on Rally Day, August 22nd.

o WEe'll hold our annual Outdoor Worship Service and Church Picnic on Sunday, August 29th
along with our “Back to School Bash” for our young people.

e On Sunday, September 5th, we’ll have a Ministry Fair in the Family Life Center. After a year
and a half of curtailed activity, this will be a chance for everyone to review and celebrate all the
different ways we can serve God here at St. John’s, and also to re-commit ourselves to
particular church ministries.

o Saturday, September 18th will be a particularly special day at church, as (in concert with Grove
City’s “Arts in the Alley” celebration) we enter a St. John’s float in the parade, serve Coffee and
Donuts for the public, and host several food trucks in our front parking lot. Come and join the
fun on the 18th as we reach out to our community!

o September 25th will be RECOMMITMENT SUNDAY at St. John’s. Pastor Patti and | will be
emphasizing this event throughout the month of September.

As we move towards Recommitment Sunday at the end of September, we are going to reach out
in a special way to all member households of St. John’s. Please make a special effort to come to
church on September 24th-25th. After such a challenging year, we need to make a concerted
effort to reconnect with each other and recommit ourselves as a church family to worship,
outreach, learning and service in Jesus’ name. I'm looking forward to seeing you all in church!

Yours in Christ,

Dastor Seth Jersild



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF

614-875-2314
217-255-2118

Seth Jersild, Senior Pastor
sjersild@stjohnsgc.org

614-875-2314
740-405-1548

Patricia A. Morlock, Assoc. Pastor
pmorlock@stjohnsgc.org

Dirk Ahlgrim, Sat. Night Organist 614-875-2314

Tim Allman, 614-875-2314
Sunday School Superintendent
Elaine Bennett, Dir. of Lay Ministries 614-446-0148
elaine.bennett@stjohnsgc.org
Michael Esposito, Business Manager ~ 614- 875-2314
mesposito@stjohnsgc.org
Karl Eiginger, 614-875-2314
Children’s Choir Director
Nick Grossman, 614-875-2314
Contemporary Worship Leader

Diana Imbrock, 614-271-5775
Youth Director grades 7-12, dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org

Susan Abbott Locey, 614-208-8215

Bell Choir Director

Janice Miller, Recorder 614-875-2314

jmiller@stjohnsgc.org

Kathryn Mullins, Office Administrator 614-875-2314
secretary(@stjohnsgc.org

Mark Meuser,
Director of Music Ministries

614-875-2314

Gary Pecuch, Youth Ministry 614-620-2659
Coordinator/Confirmation, gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org

Laurie Pecuch, 614-620-2669
Youth Director grades K-12, Ipecuch@stjohnsgc.org

David Shrum,
Contemporary Music Leader

614-875-2314

Karen Whyte, Librarian 614-878-9392

barnowl@iwaynet.net

MEMORIAL GIFTS GIVEN AS OF JULY 11, 2021

Memorial Fund

Given in memory of Dolores Jersild by Ron and Neva War-
ren.

Given in honor of the 60th wedding anniversary of Howard
and Donna Linder by lke and Shelah Stage.

Given in memory of John Hartig by Caroline Hartig.

Given in memory of Melody Kredel by Suzanne Schultz; and
Mary and Mike LaFollett and family.

Given in memory of Robert Monaghan by Ike and Shelah
Stage.

Given in memory of Ann Gutheil Reynolds by Wayne and
Teresa Eberhard; and Joyce Schoch.

Current Fund
Given in memory of Phillip Girbert by Lois Girbert.

Building and Maintenance Fund

Given in memory of Robert Monaghan by Dellno and Betty
Lewis.

Given for new chairs for the FLC in memory of Dolores
Jersild by Beth Katterhenrich.

Given for new chairs for the FLC in honor of Jim Braskett
and his years of service to St. John’s, by Beth Katterhenrich.

Bed Brigade Fund

Given in honor of Corban Allman by Christine Hank.

Given in memory of Dolores Jersild by Keith and Jane Sten-
erson.

Given in memory of Joyce Althoff by her grandchildren, Alex
and Ben Conkle; Collin, Lukas, Nick and Gabbi Althoff.

Beacons Fund
Given in honor/memory of Beacons quilters: past, present,
and those unable to attend currently, by Patricia Marie.

Organ Fund
Given in honor of Carl Kinman by Gary and Cynthia Kinman.

Memorial Fund, Music
Given in memory of Karen Leigh by Beth Katterhenrich.

Benevolence, Good Samaritan Fund
Given in memory of Dolores Jersild by Beth Katterhenrich.

Church Office hours are Monday through Friday,
8am to 4pm.

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Officers: Neva Warren, President; Aaron Clark, Vice
President; Karen Bentley, Secretary; Dan Yeater,
Treasurer.

Members-At-Large: Debbie Abbitt, Warren Althoff,
Wayne Beavers, Shirley Blake, Doug Cress, Michael
Grimm, Fred Previts.
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The deadline for the SEPTEMBER Eagle is
August 10th.

Email announcements & articles to secretary@stjohnsgc.org
or leave a handwritten copy in the church office.




MEET COLLIN BEAR. This well loved bear lives with the family of Jill and
Tim Althoff. After their son, Collin, was stillborn, the grief was immeasurable.
This bear was given to them during this time of pain and loss. Since then,
Collin Bear has been a part of their family, helping to ease some of their pain
and emptiness while giving the family a tender reminder of a son/brother
who would now be ten and half years old.

At “Serving Like Jesus” last month, our youth unboxed and prepared 300
bears for CTA. CTA stands for Carrying Tender Angels*. It’s also the initials
for Collin Timothy Althoff. The Althoffs started this ministry to help others
who are also grieving the loss of a child. CTA partners with five local
hospitals and provides 300 to 400 bears yearly to grieving families.

The Althoff family are devoted members of St. John’s and a special part of
our faith web. If you'd like to support their ministry, you can make a check
out to “St. John’s Lutheran” and drop it off in the church office. Please note
in the memo that it’s for “Carrying Tender Angels”. Your donation will provide
grieving parents with something tangible to carry in their arms, as they will
forever carry their tender angels with them in their hearts.

COLLIN BEAR

*Carrying Tender Angels (CTA) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Our mission is to bring parents of a stillbirth
or early infant loss comfort as they leave the hospital by presenting them with a beautiful teddy bear to carry in their
arms home. CTA also provides bereaved families with resources and information to assist and support them during
their healing process as well as promote community education and awareness surrounding infant and pregnancy
loss.
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BEDS FOR KIDS: A BED BRIGADE PROJECT

i

: Hello Church family! Thank you so much for donating to the Beds for Kids project! We raised over $6,000 dollars! }
: All the money we have raised will be given to the Bed Brigade to build more beds for children in need. With the :

: money we raised, we will be able to build over 60 beds! Please continue to pray for these beds and all the kids |n :
need of them. Thanks again for all you have done!
~ Corban Allman


mailto:secretary@stjohnsgc.org

[ OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
IS EXTENDED TO

Cheri Turner and family on the death of her mother, Janet Ann Mouser,
who passed June 18th
Dan Yeater and family on the death of his mother, Janice Yeater, who died on June 18th
The family and friends of Dana Robert “Bob” Hysell, who died on June 24th
! The family of Robert Henry “Bob” Monaghan who died on July 4th
The family and friends of Ann Gutheil Reynolds who died on July 5th
Bob and Elaine Rapp on the recent death of their great-grandson July 7th

All who mourn are in our thoughts and prayers.

DRIVE-THROUGH COMMUNION NO LONGER OFFERED AFTER JULY 25TH
July 25th will be the last Sunday on which St. John'’s will serve drive-through communion in the church parking lot,
as we return fully to in-person communion at our worship services. If you are unable to receive communion at

worship due to health concerns, please let our pastors or the church office know, so we can make arrangements.

NOTES OF THANKS

I “Karen and | want to thank our St. John’s church family for

| all the prayers upon the loss of my step-mother. We truly
I appreciate your love and support!” ~ Pastor Seth Jersild

I would like to thank all the members and staff of St. John's

I for sending me birthday wishes. It was very heartwarming to
know that our church members are returning and connecting
IlNith each other again. Blessings,” ~ Mary Smith

RALLY DAY
Rally Day will be Sunday August 22 from 9:30-
10:30am. Children from toddlers through 6th
graders are welcome to come and celebrate the
beginning of another year of Sunday School and
meet their teacher.

THANK YOU! i
THANK YOU! @@ /S
THANK YOU! =

We had a great week at Mystery Island Vacation Bible
School! At Mystery Island we discovered the truth about God
our Creator. Each day our kids learned more about one of
God’s amazing attributes (great, almighty, ruler, Emmanuel,
trustworthy) and how that applies to their lives.

The younger children learned some very cool things at the
Discovery Station. They did sinking and floating experiments,
made homemade lava lamps, mixed colors together to make
other colors and more.

The older kids did many acts of kindness at the Service
Station. Some of the projects included knotting blankets and
decorating boards for the Bed Brigade, filled backpacks and
wrapped Christmas presents for needy children in our area,
made “Adopt Me” bandanas for dogs at the Humane Society,
put together treat bags for local Meals on Wheels drivers, the
Grove City Police Department and our member and mayor,
ke Stage and much more!

A very sincere thank you goes out to our VBS Director,
Christina Allman, all of the teachers and teen helpers and to
the members of our congregation who once again blessed
us with your generosity. We couldn’t have done it without
you!

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

There will be a meeting for youth Sunday School
teachers Sunday August 15 at Noon. A light meal
will be provided. Also, we need an assistant
teacher for the first and second grade class. If
you are interested in joining our team please
contact Tim Allman at tim.allman110@gmail.com
or (614)519-7927.

WRAPPED IN PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Please join us for the next meeting
Saturday, August 14, 2021

We would be happy to teach anyone interested
to knit or crochet. For more information call
Glenda Allman at 614-352-5955 or
Diana Imbrock at 614-271-5775.

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE
WHO WOULD BE BLESSED
BY RECEIVING A PRAYER SHAWL?
Please call Nancy Kinman at 614-875-8155.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
St. John’s will be hosting a Red Cross Blood
Drive in the Family Life Center on Tuesday,
August 17th from 12 noon until 6pm.

To schedule your appointment, call 1-800-RED-
CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.org with sponsor
code: StJohnsGC.




OUTDOOR WORSHIP, CHURCH PICNIC AND BACK TO SCHOOL BASH
One Day — Three Great Events!!

It is almost that time! On August 29th, at 10:45am, we will combine our three Sunday worship services
into one grand outdoor worship event. Bring lawn chairs and dress causal as we gather by our shelter house
to praise God under His clear blue sky.

Note that the 6pm worship service will be held as usual Saturday, August 28th,
but please join us on Sunday for the picnic and other activities!

The Church Picnic will be here before you know it! We have set aside Sunday, August 29th for this time of fellow-
ship. We will gather in the shelter house (weather permitting) immediately following the Outdoor Worship Service.
The beverages and main course of meat will be provided. Please bring a side dish to share and tableware for you
and your family. This year, we will incorporate into the church picnic all of the fun activities from the Back to School
Bash that benefit the Alaska and Mexico Mission trips! There will be a silent auction with many exciting items to
choose from. Please save the date and plan to spend the afternoon with us. You will be glad you did!

WELCOME ALL LADIES TO SUMMER SISTERS!
"SUMMER SISTERS" is a weekly ladies Bible study that is held every Wednesday morning :
through Aug. 25th. This year we will be studying "The Promises of God". Each week is a:
different study, so you can join any study session.

Come join us on Zoom using personal meeting number 430-805-6806 and for the password
type in kind5. (all lower case). The Zoom meetings open with prayer at 10:00 am.

Call Sally Weisenberger at (614) 871-2463 for details regarding Summer Sisters and Bible
Study Fellowship which begins in September.

ATTENTION SINGERS
The Chancel Choir is planning to resume singing at Sunday morning worship services beginning this fall. Our first
rehearsal will be Wednesday, September 1st. The women’s choir will rehearse at 6:30 pm, and the full choir will
rehearse from 7:30 to 9:00 pm. The men’s choir will rehearse Sunday, September 5, at 9:30 am. All rehearsals will
take place in the choir room below the sanctuary.

| want to welcome all returning members, and also invite anyone who may be interested in singing in the choir to join
us. After the long silence due to the pandemic, it will be wonderful to again raise our voices in worship. If you have
thought about singing in the choir but just never thought it was the right time, you could hardly ask for a better time
than right now!

As the new choir director, | look forward to meeting everyone and to continue St. John’s strong tradition of praising
God through music.

Sincerely,
Mark Meuser, Director of Music Ministries




BEACONS AND QUILTERS

Our small group lost three members in the last few months. We miss Helen Buck, Marilyn Gibboney and Joan Carl.
They were dedicated members for helping others. We miss their friendship and group guidance.

We no longer have an active Beacons’ membership. All of our members are Quilters now. The Quilters will continue
to carry out the Beacons’ activities and goals.

Please donate used clothing to the Grove City Methodist Church Purple Door Free Store or Volunteers of America.
Both have easy drop-off procedures that should take about 5 minutes.

In the fall, we will start to cut, sew and fill 100 Christmas bags with toys and school supplies for children in need. We
can use any children’s Christmas fabric you either have or see at the store and just can’t resist buying. We can al-
ways use small plush toys such as Beanie Babies; school supplies like ballpoint pens, glue sticks and crayons; and
the ever-popular leftover Halloween candy to add to the bags. School supplies are currently on sale! We can always
use boxes of 24 count Crayola crayons. A good sale price for a small box is $.50. Larger boxes of crayons do not fit
in the bags. We already have plenty of donated pencils. Thank you for thinking about Christmas giving in August.

The Quilters meet every Tuesday from 9am to 2pm or thereabouts in rooms 103-104. Come and stay as you are
able and desire. We don’t punch a timecard. Bring a sack lunch. All materials are provided. Our monthly group
meeting is the third Tuesday. At the monthly meeting, we have a short devotional reading, discuss projects and take
offerings for the food pantries and for our general fund.

“Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ.” - Galatians 6:2

r =
BUILDING PROJECT UPDATES

We have received enough in donations to cover the cost of all 200 chairs for the FLC! Thank you to all who have
donated! The new chairs will be arriving at the end of July, and we will need to donate and remove the old chairs
shortly thereafter. If you know of a church or non-profit organization that could use our current chairs,
lease let us know as soon as possible.

L°

OWLS EVENT - AUGUST 20, 2021 :

Now that our lives have returned to normal (somewhat) you hear people asking the question “So how did you sur-:

V|ve the pandemic? And how did you do it?”

You hear many stories from your friends and all we really know is

: WE DID IT!! But you all know two very special ladies at St. John’s
-who did a magnificent job keeping our young people engaged and
: challenged for the past months. Laurie Pecuch and Diana Imbrock

: are rock stars in the eyes of many kids they see every week. There
=isn’t enough space in this article to share their many duties (and
: secrets) but please come to our meeting and they will share their

» many activities during Covid as well as after Covid. St. John’s is
= very blessed with these two ladies who have shared their love of
: God with so many children.

The OWLS (Older Wiser LutheranS) meet the third Friday of every | |,
: : month. They currently meet at 1:00 in the FLC but starting at our! ' R
: October 15, 2021 meeting we will be sharing lunch for the first time )
= in months. Watch for more information coming in the next couple of months.

: OWLS will be traveling to Der Dutchman for their September meeting. More info later. :
= Unfortunately, we will not be sharing lunch. If you plan to attend, please sign up on the salmon insert or call Bonnie :
: Swanson (614-562-8002). Hope to see you there!



CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES!

Put these August dates on your calendar! You don’t want to miss out!
8-08: Family Faith Connection Newsletter, issue 5 is available in the north entrance and link areas

8-15: AXIS parenting/grandparenting videos and guides will be emailed. Guides are also available on the
wall outside of the youth office, second floor of church. This month’s topic is Gender.

8-21: First Year Baptism Advance for first year confirmation students. Starts at 10am (with parents).
Second year students join at 2:30pm. Over at 8pm.

8:22: Rally Day, Sunday School, 9:30am - 10:30am. All ages/grades. There will be a confirmation orien-
tation for first and second year students and parents at this same time.

8:22: Students! Bring your backpack with you to church and pastors .
will say a special blessing over you, your backpacks, and your Blessmg of the

school year during worship. BaCKkPaCKS =<l |
8:22: Family Faith Connection Newsletter, issue 6 (final one for the sum- and the
mer) is available in the north entrance and link areas. SChool Year

8-29: Sunday School, 9:30—10:30am. All ages/grades. Outdoor Worship
and Church Picnic immediately following at 10:45am.

Every Sunday, except the first and last Sundays in August, Children’s Church meets during the ser-
mon time at contemporary worship. It's a faith packed fifteen minutes of memory verse, song, and bible
activity with Jenn Czaplicki and her awesome volunteer leaders.

Looking ahead! Watch your mailbox and bulletins for exciting news on in person fall
Youth Events. Training for adult and teen leaders will be Thursday, September 23rd. See
next month’s Eagle for details. If you’re an adult member of St. John’s and would like to
talk to us about how you can get involved, please talk to Gary, Laurie, or Diana. We
have upfront and behind the scenes ministry positions! Contact Laurie at
Ipecuch@stjohnsgc.org or 614-620-2669.

SCRIP GIFT CARDS: We will be placing the August SCRIP card order on August 10th. Please note the
date change for August. In September, we will go back to the 1st Tuesday of the month. Questions for Au-
gust? Contact Gary at 614-620-2659. Thanks!

AMAZONSMILE: You can link your amazon orders to St. John’s and the church will receive .05% of what
you order on selected Amazon items. You can do this directly through your Amazon account or set up an
AmazonSmile account using your Amazon password and log-in at https://smile.amazon.com/.

Connect your KROGER card with the COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM. Go to https:/
www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Our organization number is EY530. Shop at Kroger and a percentage
comes back to the youth ministry programs at St. John’s! Thank you!



https://smile.amazon.com/

DBirthdays

WOMEN OF THE NALC

§Here’s a spiritual growth goal: join a Circle of friends.:
: Joining our Circles is an easy way to make new friends§
gand grow spiritually. Both Circles have evening meeting:
:times. Contact the leaders listed below for information.§

Elizabeth Circle
Contact Sherry Nighbert
614-581-1436

CONNECTING AND ENRICHING
WOMEN IN FAITH

Sarah Circle
Contact Vi Davis
614-875-2605

1
Brian Burns

Matthew Johnston-Kline

Michael Kredel
Ben Previts

2
Jonathan Hodge

3

Monica Cline
Ella Kapustka
Elizabeth Nixon

4

Christina Allman
Ethan Czaplicki
Mark Locey
Delaney Waller

5
Cody Buckingham
Elora Grace Shrum

6

Robert Beck

Jenny Brockman
Jamie Dent

Jim Jones

Kyle Sonnen

Brent Spoon
Adelaide Westerfeld

7

Barbara Armentrout
Aaron Clark

Nickie Leonard
Robert Rapp
Dorothy Stephenson

8

Rosalie Daniels
Cynthia Hutson
Howard McCarley

9

Madison Chamberlain
Arica Dougherty

Ben Ranke

Michaela Stenerson

10

Robert Briggeman
Kristin Champlin
Jack Koehler
Sam Swanson

11
Logan Bausch
Zachary Schemrich

12

Matthew Little
Orlie May

Becka Potokar
Charlie Sexton
Lyndsey Solomon

13

Jerald McNamee
Carol Rich
Wilma Phillips

14

Karen Bellows
Steven Brown
Chandler Hill
Megan Jenkins
Martha Spray

15 25
Ron Kimes Karen Yeater
Paul Morris
27
16 Dylan Allman
Abigail Brubaker Linda Cash
Fritz Buck Sandy Hayes
Christopher Orta Larry Link
John Uhrin
17
Emily Briggeman 28

Bob Hartman Jr.
Kayla Kochensparger
Jane Lewis

Tami Criner Muzie

18

Lilybelle Beavers
Erik Henricksen
Joy McClure

Tim Stewart
Evan Van Cleave

19
Christina Burns
Richard Lyday

20

David Schoch

Debra Sparkes
Diana Trenary

21
Emma Anderson
Sandra Wheeler

22
Kristina Myers

24
Emmy Counts
Scott Hirth

Lynda Berry

Beth Gottshall
Jimmy Heffernan Il
Tom Lipp

Ethan Weaver

29
Jeremy Butsko
Sharon Waller

30
Abby Kozman
Sally Weisenberger

31

Jeff Anderson
Billy Chaney
Mistie Clark
Stephen Landes
Samantha Logan
Thadeus Logan
Nate White

Pam Wittenberg
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church NON-PROFIT

3220 Columbus Street ORGANIZATION

Grove City, Ohio 43123-3297 U-S-Pijgtage

614-875-2314 Permit No. 10

DATED MATERIALS Grove City, Ohio 43123-3297
August 2021

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Traditional
% @é Saturdays at 6pm—
Sundays at 8:15 & 11am
August 2021 Contemporary
Sundays at 11am
www.stjohnsgc.org




