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Letter from the Associate Pastor

Dear Disciples of Jesus,

As we prepare to celebrate our nation’s birthday we focus on our freedom and
what that means in our lives. Freedom is basic to the way we Americans think.
But what does it mean to be truly free?

St. Paul actually addresses this question in the 5th chapter of Galatians. He
understands that like every road, the road to freedom in Christ has two ditches.
Legalism and License are their names, and to fall into either hinders true freedom
in Christ. In Galatia, some were insisting that in order to be Christian, the entire
Law of Moses had to be kept. Paul said if that were true then Jesus died on a
cross for nothing. “For freedom, Christ has set us free, stand firm therefore
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”

We Lutherans do a pretty good job of avoiding this ditch of legalism, for we know
that we are justified by God’s grace alone through faith in Jesus. But we
sometimes veer into the ditch of license, of doing our own thing. Paul wams
against this as well. “For freedom, Christ has set us free, only do not use your
freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence.”

So, how then shall we live? Paul says “Live by the Spirit... by contrast the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. If we live by the Spirit let us be guided by the
Spirit.”

As you continue to study God’s Word you will discover that, while you aren’t
perfect, in Christ you are a new creation. The Holy Spirit is always at work in those
who put their trust in Him, and His Word never returns empty.

| don’'t know about you, but this is the kind of freedom | want to live in, a freedom
in Christ where His Word is Alive and Active in and through mel

Looking ever Foruwand in Faith.

Pactor Patti
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QUARTERLY CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS
WILL BE HELD FOLLOWING EACH WORSHIP
SERVICE ON JULY 24TH AND 25TH.

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Officers: Neva Warren, President; Aaron Clark,
Vice President; Karen Bentley, Secretary; Dan Yeater,
Treasurer.

Members-At-Large: Debbie  Abbitt, Warren
Althoff, Wayne Beavers, Shirley Blake, Doug Cress,
Michael Grimm, Fred Previts.

MEMORIAL GIFTS GIVEN
AS OF JUNE 6, 2021

Memorial Fund

Given in memory of Melody Kredel by lke and Shelah Stage,
Connie Shanks; and Howard and Nellie McCarley.

Given in memory of Wallace Lewellyn by Jim and Connie
Schemrich; David Schoedinger; Joyce Schoch; Jane Saiben;
Sandy Hayes; Michael and Deborah Gibboney; Brad and
Judy Kopp; Howard and Nellie McCarley; Ed and Glenda
Sheets; Suzie Long; and Dellno and Betty Lewis.

Given in memory of Marilyn Gibboney by Jim and Connie
Schemrich; Steve Marcum; Deanna Neal; Debbie Mosley;
and Suzie Long.

Given in memory of Park Lipp, Jr. by Chuck and Ginny Bent;
Susan Koehler; and lke and Shelah Stage.

Given in memory of John Rawson by Helen and Terry
Baumberger.

Given in memory of Jan Singleton by Ike and Shelah Stage;
and John and Judy Lechner.

Building and Maintenance Fund

Given in memory of Marilyn Gibboney by Nancy Mellen, and
David and Linda Chenault.

Given in memory of Wallace Lewellyn by Nancy Mellen.
Given in honor of the birthday of Shirley Blake, by Beth
Katterhenrich.

Bed Brigade Fund
Given in memory of Park Lipp, Jr. by Beth Katterhenrich.

Given in memory of Phil Isaacson by Gloria Isaacson.

Memorial Fund, Music
Given in honor of the ministry of Dr. John Schuder by Fritz
Buck; Wilma Phillips; and Barry and Nancy Fisher.

Memorial Fund, Handbells
Given in memory of Jan Singleton by Dellno and Betty Lewis.

Memorial Fund, Youth Ministry
Given in memory of David Myers, uncle of Laurie Pecuch, by
Beth Katterhenrich.

Benevolence, Good Samaritan Fund

Given in memory of Marilyn Gibboney and Wallace Lewellyn
by Pam and Charlie Brown.

Given in memory of Karen Leigh by Shirley Barnes and
family.

Bereavement Team
Given in memory of Wallace Lewellyn by Beth Katterhenrich.

Church Office hours are Monday through Friday,
8am to 4pm.

The deadline for the AUGUST Eagle is
July 10th.

Email announcements & articles to sj@stjohnsgc.org or leave
a handwritten copy in the church office.




: “Water, water every where, but nor a drop to drink.” - A line from “The Ancient MARINER” by S. T. Coleride—drilled intoi
. my memory back in my grade school days, but the line was meaningless until stationed aboard a US Navy ship plowing
Ithe Pacific Ocean, standing a watch on the bridge, it was hot and | was thirsty but was surrounded by only sea water. [

" In the second stage of my life, my wife Louise and | farmed near Derby—there | learned the value of “water”. Water was

necessary for the livestock and that “million dollar” rain on a recently planted field was indeed a blessing. Those corn and .
isoybean seeds could never have completed their reason for existences without water. I
= God has used water to get your attention. BAPTISM—an entry into a faith community of Christians using water and the -
| Word of God. After our Baptism comes our growing in faith by attending worship services, our study of the Holy Scriptures |
- and how we humans stand in the sight of God; secondly, we gain a fuller knowledge of God, who He is, and how we may -
| become reconciled with Him. |

IA few years ago, Monsanto marketed a product called Roundup that when mixed with water would keep weeds and grass-

_es from germination and control growth of others. The Devil also has a “roundup” and when we fail to grow in faith, he is

Iwinning. So, everyday when you get up, slap some cold water on your face and make a commitment to grow in Christ a :
little more that day.

i ~ from an OWL—Bob Brofford, 2016 |
—_—— ——_—_- - - —_— — ————
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! I BUILDING PROJECT UPDATES |
Do you have time to volunteer to do small jobs I New lighting has been installed on the second floor of the
around the church campus? If so, put your Education Building. It's so much lighter and brighter! We have
name and phone number on the Salmon I received donations to cover the entire cost of this project.
Sheet, or call the church office and leave us a Many thanks!
message with the same information.
I We continue to accept funds for new chairs for the Family Life |
We are currently looking for someone to clean I Center. Thank you to all who have donated to purchase new
the lower level, Family Life Center, gutters, chairs for the FLC. The cost of each one is approximately |
and the gutters on the Shelter House. We also I $52.00. Our goal is 200 chairs. We have received donations to
need to have bundles of shingles that are in cover the purchase of 186 chairs! |
the area behind the dumpster moved into the
garage. I Only 14 chairs left to purchase to reach our goal! |
L o e e e

BEDS FOR KIDS: A BED BRIGADE PROJECT

- Hello! My name is Corban Allman and | will be entering the 6th grade this fall. | am raising money for The Bed :
: Brigade. The Bed Brigade is an organization here in Grove City that builds and delivers beds to families with :
: children in need of a bed in Central Ohio. Beds for Kids is a fundraiser for The Bed Brigade due to the recent price :
- increase in purchasing wood, causing more funds to be depleted at a quicker rate. Here is what you can do to help.

¢ You can donate $25 to cover a quarter of a bed
e You can donate $50 to cover half of a bed
e You can donate $100 to cover an entire bed

e You can also make a donation any amount

: This fundraiser will be coming to an end on July 15. Trifolds and enve- .
- lopes can be found at the entrances of church for you to see more information about the fundraiser. If donating by :
: check, please make your check out to St. John’s Lutheran Church and place Bed Brigade in the memo line. Dona- :
:tions can be placed in the envelopes and dropped in the offering plates or in the office. Please do what you can to :
: support Beds for Kids and The Bed Brigade! If you have any questions you can contact Corban or Christina Allman :
: by phone at 614-519-8092 or by email at corbana09@gmail.com. :



mailto:corbana09@gmail.com

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
IS EXTENDED TO
THE FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF:

Randy Hunt, who died on May 23, 2021
Melody Kredel, who died on May 26, 2021
Chris Ford, who died on June 12, 2021

All who mourn are
in our thoughts and prayers.

WRAPPED IN PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

Please join us for the next meeting
Saturday, July 10, 2021

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE
WHO WOULD BE BLESSED
BY RECEIVING A PRAYER SHAWL?

Please call Nancy Kinman at 614-875-8155.
We would be happy to teach anyone interested
to knit or crochet. For more information call
Glenda Allman at 614-352-5955 or
Diana Imbrock at 614-271-5775.

THANKS BE TO GOD!

| was on the third floor of the church when | looked out the
window towards the playground. What | saw there brought
tears to my eyes. Swinging on the playground was a mom
and daughter. They were the very first ones to swing on
the new swings! Nothing warms my heart more than
seeing family together, enjoying each other, creating
memories.

| remember Gregory Allen. He was a first grader who
always had something fun to share with you. He was kind
and loving. Greg had seizures. After one episode, Greg
shared with his parents that he saw God and he really
liked Jesus.

A year after his death, the Gregory Allen Memorial
playground was constructed. Since then countless
children have played on his playground. Whenever | see
families there, | am reminded of Greg.

We are thankful to Greg’s parents, Kim and Gary Allen, for
this addition to the playground. We are also grateful to the
family of Rita and Tom Lang who made a generous
contribution to the swings in memory and celebration of the
life of Tom’s dad, Ed Lang.

Thanks be to God for family, memories, and swings!

By Laurie Pecuch

UNTITLED

When | feel that my soul’s a loss,
I look in my heart and see your cross.
| want to be your chosen child,
But because of my sins | am self-exiled.
Help me to conquer my ungodly ways
| want to honor you and give you praise.

| repent on bended knee
Dear Lord, hear my heartfelt plea.
Then I'll walk with you my whole life through
To live a perfect life with you.

~ Ardeth Distelhorst

MY COUNTRY TIS OF THEE

Lord, come quickly!

Save our beloved country from its immorality.
A torrent of sin washes over and around us
Continually,

Pulling us ever deeper and deeper into
The undertow
Of a dark and fearsome, raging sea below.

Lord, come quickly!
Be with us in our hour of need.
And cleanse us of our sinful, evil deeds.

Lord, come quickly!
Be with us in our distress
And receive our prayers lest we perish.
May our beloved country stay afloat
As you lead us aboard your salvation boat!

~ Ada Weygandt
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WELCOME ALL LADIES TO SUMMER SISTERS!
.3 'SUMMER SISTERS" is a weekly ladies Bible study that is held Wednesdays at:
10:00am. Come join us on Zoom using the personal meeting number 430-805-6806 and :
for the password type in kind5. (all lower case). :

XX XY

a

@ @.3

b Each week is a different study, so you can join any session throughout the next two'
(, months. This year we will be studying "The Promises of God". This is a great introduction :
to the Women'’s Bible Study Fellowship that will begin in September. Check with Sally for
" details on BSF. .

B o Zoom meetings open at 9:50 a.m. and we will begin with prayer at 10:00 am. Call SaIIy
T o Weisenberger at (614) 871-2463 to join the group!

NOTES OF THANKS

: “To Our St. John’s Family: Shirley Barnes and her children Leslie (Keith), and Jay (Dawn) would like to thank you
s for all your prayers, the cards of comfort, and the memories shared about Karen Leigh’s life. She was a Child of
God and praised him through her Ministry of Music. In Christian Love,” ~ Shirley Barnes

: “Friends at St. John’s, I've been looking through notes and cards that | have received and enjoying them all over:
: again. Thank you for the gifts and phone calls, too. | miss attending church, but Betty Lewis brings me bulletins and:
: communion so | keep up on the news and | read through the service. Again, Thank You. Sincerely,” ~ Marian :
: Breckenridge :

.
.

: To the Prayer Shaw! Ministry after receiving her shawl: “It’s a beautiful color and it’s gorgeous and | love it! | want to: :
: : thank everyone for making my day, and taking the time to put a smile on my face. To me, it was just like winning a
: million dollars.” ~ Kimberly Rankin

:“l want to express my gratefulness and gratitude for the members of St John's who contributed meals, supplies, : :
gifts, cards and especially prayers during my husband Randy's illness and death. You were all part of my support

group and I'll always remember you for your compassion.” ~ Vicki Hunt

“My family and | would like to thank everyone for the prayers, calls, cards and expressions of sympathy following the : :
illness and recent loss of my father. Your support and love is a blessing to us now and always. Thank you so very
much.” ~ Jean Gusa .

“To my St John’s Family: | would like to extend my sincere heartfelt thank you for all your prayers, cards and gifts :
reminding me of my extended family. I've been through a lot and your outpouring of love and concern has helped :
me sustain my faith and remain steadfast in my love of you and the Lord. I'm doing better now and hope to return :
soon; thanks to the power of your prayers. There is not a day that goes by that | don't think about you and draw :
strength to stay focused and keep fighting against this cancer. Thank You,” ~Rita Lang

“I would like to thank everyone for your kind and generous cards and gifts.” ~ Doug Jones

eeeeccccccccce

‘I want to thank Doug Jones for the past — Fast — 15 years. | don’t know where the time has gone. You have always :
been a big help for me and St. John’s. It will not be the same without you being here. | want to wish you the very :
best.” ~ Mike Esposito

“I very, very gratefully wish to express my sincere thanks to all who made the occasion of my Retirement Luncheon
so special. My appreciation to all who took part in the planning and preparation of this event WITH ,

from the efforts of Council President Neva Warren, the attractive arrangement of the Family (ﬂ(de/
Life Center by Elaine Bennett and her team, the opening remarks by Dr. Hirth, the presenta- s
tion by the mayor, the wonderfully touching words from Pastor Seth, and the presenting of =

gifts both serious and not so serious by Pastor Patti, and her concluding blessing. And last but

not least, thanks to Christina Allman for the so, so delicious cake. A huge "thank you" to the many members of St
John's family who marked the occasion with their beautiful cards and generous gifts. I'll remember the day for all the
years to come, but | shall treasure not only the event itself, but the twelve years of my service to the church Wh/ch
have enriched my life in so many enduring ways.” ~ Dr. John Schuder



BEACONS AND QUILTERS

The Beacons and Quilters thank you for your patience, prayers and support during the pandemic. We always need
your interested involvement. You may help by donating food for the food pantries, used stamps for veterans’
hospitals, card fronts to the Cancer Thrift Store craftsperson, sheets for the filler and backing in the quilts, used
towels and washcloths for Faith Mission, and Christmas bag items. Please place your food donations in LSS cabinet
in the Link. Please place your other donations in the Beacons-Quilters’ cabinet in the Link. The gift of your time is
always welcome at the Tuesday meetings of Beacons and Quilters. Thank you for your caring concern.

/s The Quilters thank Lorna McMillin for donating a portable sewing machine. Thanks, Lorna! Our
arthritic hands thank you, also.

We are over-supplied with big sewing machines in cabinets we no long use. We are giving them
away. We find the portable machines are easier to use than the sewing machines in cabinets. If
, anyone would be interested in having a sewing machine in a cabinet, come in on a Tuesday and
/'\ test one out. We can transport it to your home for you.

| We can always use more twin to king-sized, light colored, flat sheets to use as fillers for the quilts.
| These sheets do not have to be perfect as they will not be seen when the quilt is completed.

Faith Mission, Nancy’s Place and Choices cannot accept used clothing because of limited storage space, pest
problems, and lack of help in sorting the clothing. The Beacons no longer want, need or accept used clothing. Two
Grove City places with easy drop-offs are the Grove City Methodist “The Purple Door Church” Free Store and
Volunteers of America’s Thrift Store. Check with them for open hours.

Think “crayons.” In the fall, we will start collecting items for the Christmas bags for the children at the LSS food
pantry. The school supplies will go on sale this month. The Beacons can always use your donation of Crayola
crayons for the children. A good sale price is $0.50 for a box of 24 Crayola crayons. Larger boxes of crayons do not
fit in the bags. We can use pens and small plush toys, also. Any quality you wish to donate is acceptable.

The Quilters meet most Tuesdays from 9am to 2pm in rooms 103-104. Come and go any time. The Beacons meet
with the Quilters on the third Tuesday of the month to help with projects. Bring a sack lunch. We especially need
individuals who would like to cut squares to start a patchwork quilt. All materials are provided. At the Beacons’
meeting, we take monetary offerings for the food pantries and for the Beacons’ general fund.

“This is my commandment that you love one another as | have loved you.” ~ John 15:12

: OWLS EVENT - JULY 16, 2021 ;

When the speaker for the OWLS (Older Wiser Lutherans) is Mayor Ike Stage, the name says it all. Grove City is : :
growmg and growing and growing. We're watchlng Beulah Park developing and all the many exciting projects |n
town So, if you want to hear more details please join us on the 16th!

: The OWLS will meet at 1:00 pm for this program and future programs until further notice.

The OWLS (Older Wiser LutheranS) welcome the regular attendees and
:would like to extend a special invitation to anyone interested but haven't
- attended before (or not for a while). Our meetings are geared to the
mterests of those of a mature age and we offer friendship, companionship
: and support for each other as an added benefit. Come and be a part of this
: amazing group! Invite a friend or bring a friend.

: Unfortunately, we will not be sharing lunch. If you plan to attend, lease sign
= up on the salmon insert or call Bonnie Swanson (614-562-8002).

* Hope to see you there!




CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES!

TALK N TREAT! Text Diana 614-271-5775 or Laurie 614-620-2669 and set up a time to stop by the picnic
table on the front porch of the church. We have a special treat for you and would love to catch up with
students, families, adult leaders, and especially you!!!

The SUMMER FAMILY FAITH BOX was made available in June. We hope you’re enjoying the boxes!

FAMILY FAITH CONNECTION is a newsletter for families with children. It’s full of QR codes that make
learning about Jesus fun and meaningful. It can also be used for a family devotion time. Copies of the FAMILY
FAITH CONNECTION can be found at the church entrances. We’d also be happy to mail you one!

SERVING LIKE JESUS is taking place July 12—15. This is an in-person event for grades 5- 6, 7—8, 9—12.
We are privileged to be doing service projects that will benefit that Grove City Food Pantry, LifeCare Alliance,
Bed Brigade, Carrying Tender Angels, Blessing Backpacks for Mt. Carmel. We are also looking forward to
visits from our own St. John’s members who will share with us what Serving Like Jesus looks to them.

GOD’S WORD is a virtual study on methods we’ve found helpful in studying and connecting with God’s
Word. We met three times in June. We have one more on July 11 on art journaling.

CONFIRMATION SIGN-UP! Confirmation typically begins in August, as a student enters 7th grade.
Parents, please get your email address to Gary Pecuch. He has some “save-the-date” information for you. His
email is gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org.

FAMILY/PARENT RESOURCE! We email their materials to you. Topics we’ve covered so far are: Social
Media, Evangelism, Relationships, Mental Health, Technology, and ldentity. Printed parent guides are located
on the wall outside of the youth office. If you’re not on our AXIS email list but would like to be, talk to Laurie,
Gary, or Diana.

What is AXIS? An axis is a fixed reference point around which other things revolve. For example the earth
revolves around its axis every 24 hours. This fixed point is really important. The AXIS that we've been using
since January is a ministry resource to help families do just that! Their mission is to “To build lifelong faith by
helping parents and caring adults talk with their kids about what they otherwise wouldn’t one conversation
at atime.”

V

!HANK ‘ou ‘ SCRIP GIFT CARDS: We place orders for gift cards the first Tuesday of the

TH Nl Y‘“ month. Please use the form on the youth office door or just give Laurie or Gary a call
A at 614-875-2314. Within a week ordered gift cards are back to us and in your hands.

Vv, You can also order on-line and/or put monies on an existing SCRIP card! Connect
?%ANK i OU with Gary Pecuch or Pam Wittenberg for more details.

AMAZONSMILE: You can link your amazon orders to St. John’s and the church will receive .05% of what
you order on selected Amazon items. You can do this directly through your Amazon account or set up an
AmazonSmile account using your Amazon password and log-in at https://smile.amazon.com/.

Connect your KROGER card with the COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM. Go to https://
www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Our organization number is EY530. Shop at Kroger and a percentage
comes back to the youth ministry programs at St. John’s! Thank you!


mailto:gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org
https://smile.amazon.com/

WOMEN OF THE NALC

§Here’s a spiritual growth goal: join a Circle of friends.§
: Joining our Circles is an easy way to make new friends§
:and grow spiritually. Both Circles have evening meeting :

:times. Contact the leaders listed below for information.§

Elizabeth Circle

Contact Debbie Abbitt

614-326-9253

Sarah Circle
Contact Vi Davis
614-875-2605

N ’
N P2
@ CONNECTIN OMEN I FAITH
1 8 16 24 cont.
Alex Cotton George Biggs Stan McCarley Sarah Miller
Randy Ross Miles Pierre Jeanne Phillips
2 Brock Starr Olivia von Lohr
Matthew Castle David Sweeley 25
Elma Haubrich 17 Jillian Althoff
Seth Jersild 9 Nicholas Esposito Debbie Reeves
Cameron Krebs Catherine Baumgartner Kayla Hall Emma Walkowiak
Ron Nighbert Kendra Owens-Ball Carole Ratcliff
Paul Patterson Matthew Weaver 26
Amy White 10 Doug Weygandt Nathan Beavers
Hannah Wittenberg Marilyn Smith Michael Eberhard
18 Danielle Flint
3 11 Roxanne LeVally Adyson Lyday

Robert England
Rachel Katterhenrich
Karen Keil
Bill Marshall
Johnathan Mitchell
Cindy Pennington
Luke Turner

4

Pam Castle
Ernest Schreiber, Il

5
Amelia Hardy
Judy Lechner
Michael Seitz
Annette Utzinger
Julie von Lohr

6

Janet Hedges
Christa Sommer
Tyler Wobbrock

7

Judy Leach
Haley Overly

Courtney Contizano
Warren Grody
Jamison O’Brien
Kevin O’Brien
Riley Pence
Keith Stenerson
Dora Yates

12
Brad Wahl

13
Ryan Keil
Jaxson Morris
Nikki Morris
Kathy Myers

14
Kathryn Edwards
Abigail Grossman

Parker von Lohr

15
Amie Allman
Cindy Contizano
Sean Jenny
Erin Kelly
Mary Smith

Mary Lou Mauch
Ben Swanson
Elliott Wycoff

20
David Haack
Olivia Lambert
Emma Weaver

21
Jan Johnston
Sheila Merwin
Aaron Uhrin
Karen Whyte

22
Deborah Jarrell
Alice Sweeley

23

Jordan Abbruzzese

24
Corban Allman
Bill England
Janelle Esposito
James Evans
Stephen Katterhenrich

Marcus Walsh

27

Darby Beavers
Barry Fisher
Mary Larson

Thomas Mitchell

28

Sharon Koehler
Andrea Offenberger

29

Julia Keller
Mickey Krieger

30

Colt Browning
Emma Dent
David Dye
Nichole Long
Deborah Mosley
Deanna Neal
Larry Peterson

31

Morgan Cline
Darlene Rock
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church NON-PROFIT

3220 Columbus Street ORGANIZATION

Grove City, Ohio 43123-3297 U-S-Pijgtage

614-875-2314 Permit No. 10

DATED MATERIALS Grove City, Ohio 43123-3297
July 2021

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP!
Traditional
% @é Saturdays at 6pm—
Sundays at 8:15 & 11am
July 2021 Contemporary
Sundays at 11am
www.stjohnsgc.org




