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It’s almost a cliché any more to say “it’s been a tough year.” But it has been a tough year. 
 
As (thankfully!) the world seems to be opening up and moving forward from the Covid mega-disaster, I’m surprised 
by occasional bouts of anxiousness in my soul. I’ve always been something of a worrier. But when I’m feeling     
anxious, I try to remember what God is telling me: “you’re trying to control things that you can’t control.”  
 
What is there to worry about? Well let’s face it: if we want to worry, there’s plenty to worry about! Are more people 
going to start coming back to in-person worship? Will we be able to do all the work it will take to reconnect with   
people who have drifted out of sight during the past year? Will parents feel safe bringing their children back to   
Sunday School? Will we recommit to an outward-focused, mission-oriented approach in our ministry for Jesus? Will 
our small group “going deeper” ministry get back fully in gear? Will we find the right person to be our Director of  
Music Ministry? These and a hundred other questions race through my mind every day. But then I look back at all 
the ways God has blessed me, and shown his mercy and grace to our congregation in the past year, and I hear 
God’s answer to all those questions: “Yes. Trust me. I’ve got this.” 
 
The weight of the unknown gets heavy whenever things are changing fast, and that’s when we tend to start         
worrying. I once read a good description of anxiousness: it’s like a fog that covers miles of territory. It makes you 
tentative about moving forward, because you can’t see clearly. But, when you distill all the fog, it turns out to be just 
one bucket of water. I doubt if that’s scientifically correct, but the image always helps me focus on the bucket that I 
can pick up right now. Worry is a waste of time and spiritual energy. At worst, worry becomes an excuse not to 
move. God wants us to pick up the buckets in front of us just one at a time and walk faithfully in his way. Jesus 
liberates us from that paralyzing fog we can fall into when we try to handle things that only God can control. 
 
As we move forward now as believers and as a congregation, and as we face many unknowns, we can always    
remember: times and the people change, but God’s Living Word remains. Faith is knowing that even though things 
are always changing, even though the people through whom God works in our lives are always coming and going:  
it’s the same promise, and it’s the same resurrection power Jesus is pouring out on us. If we get stuck in the past, 
or trapped in our worries, we will miss new and deeper beauties that God is going to show us today. Even in death, 
even in the losses we experience, he’s giving himself to us, in all his fullness. 
 
As we come to the end of a year of heavy fog, we can confess “Jesus is Lord.” Not us! A lot of people are sadly 
stuck on the idea that the devil had a field day in 2020. But for me—and I hope for you—it’s become clearer than 
ever in the middle of all the uncertainty: Only Jesus is Lord. Only Jesus wins! If we cannot see Jesus’ victory and 
confess it in the middle of our brokenness and our crosses, it probably means we’re trying to have things OUR way. 
That means that we’ll keep living in the same old fog. And that would be a crying shame, since Jesus is calling us: 
“Come on church! Come together and pick up those buckets (take up my cross) and follow me!” 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Seth 

Letter from the Pastor 
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Elaine Bennett, Dir. of Lay Ministries   614-446-0148 
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Karl Eiginger, Children’s Choir Director   614-875-2314 
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Diana Imbrock, Youth Director grades 7-12  614-271-5775 
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jmiller@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Kathryn Mullins, Office Administrator  614-875-2314 
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Gary Pecuch, Youth Min. Coord./Confirmation 614-620-2659 
gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org 
 
Laurie Pecuch, Youth Director grades K-12  614-620-2669 
lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org 
 
John Schuder, Minister of Music   614-254-3310 
jfs4wd@sbcglobal.net 
 
David Shrum, Contemporary Music Leader  614-875-2314 
 
Karen Whyte, Librarian     614-878-9392  
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The deadline for the JULY Eagle  
is June 10th.  

 Email announcements & articles to sj@stjohnsgc.org 
or leave a handwritten copy in the church office. 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
 
Officers:  Neva Warren, President; Aaron Clark, Vice 
President; Karen Bentley, Secretary; Dan Yeater, Treasur-
er. 
Members-At-Large: Debbie Abbitt, Warren Althoff, 
Wayne Beavers, Shirley Blake, Doug Cress, Michael 
Grimm, Fred Previts. 

Church Office hours are Monday through Friday,  

8am to 4pm. 

MEMORIAL GIFTS RECEIVED THROUGH  
MAY 9, 2021 

 

Memorial Fund 
Given in memory of Wallace “Wally” Lewellyn by Ike 
and Shelah Stage; Robert and Bonnie Swanson;        
Raymond and Karen Bentley; Alice Sweeley; and Kevin 
and Holly Starr. 
Given in memory of Karen Leigh by Ike and Shelah 
Stage. 
Given in memory of Marilyn Gibboney by Marilyn Wright; 
Fred and Joyce Schoch; Jill and Jeff Williams and Jack 
and Sharon Koehler; Ike and Shelah Stage; Alice    
Sweeley; Ron and Judy Kientz; Bill and Martha Graul; 
Beth Katterhenrich; Lorna McMillin; Jim Braskett; Paul 
and Mitzie Schemrich; Raymond and Karen Bentley; 
OSU Autosys Batch Team; Ronald and Donna Conrad; 
and Kevin and Holly Starr.  
 
Memorial Fund, Music 
Given in memory of Karen Leigh by Dellno and Betty 
Lewis 
 
Beacons Fund 
Given in memory of Marilyn Gibboney by Dellno and   
Betty Lewis 
 
Bed Brigade Fund 
Given in memory of Karen Leigh and Marilyn Gibboney 
by Carl and Nancy Kinman 
 
Benevolence, Good Samaritan Fund 
Given in memory of Karen Leigh by Raymond and Karen 
Bentley 
 
Building and Maintenance Fund 
Given in memory of John Rawson and Marilyn Gibboney 
by Carl and Nancy Patzer for FLC chairs. 

NOTES OF THANKS 
“Thank you to Pastor Seth and Chaplain 
Karen Jersild for staying with me before 
and after surgery.  Thanks to all who sent 
cards and called on the phone.  This has 
been a long journey and I am truly 
blessed to have you all in my life.”   
 
~Doris Leibrock 
 
“To our St. John’s Family: The Gibboney family would like 
to thank all our friends for their prayers, visits, and cards 
during the illness of our mother/grandmother, ‘Marilyn 
Gibboney’. We are truly blessed to have such a loving 
and caring church family. A special thanks to Pastor Seth 
for prayers, guidance, and support. Yours in Christ’s   
family,”  
 
~ The Gibboneys: Deborah, John, Maryann and Michael  



 

 

LANDSCAPING IMPROVEMENTS UPDATE!  
The Landscape Improvement/Renovation Team has met several times 

over the past month. We have gathered input and advice from staff    

members. We are also in ongoing consultation with a Landscape         

Designer for guidance on implementing a phased approach to revitalizing 

the grounds around the church buildings. You can find the detailed plan 

we are following in the North Entrance and in the Link.  

 

***Do you have anything in any landscape area that was put there in 

memory or honor of a loved one?  

 

***If you have planted any plants around the property and would like to 

have them back, would you also let us know what it is and where it’s   

located? 

 

If you would like to donate to this project please designate that when you make your contribution and Jan will see that it is 

added to the fund.  

 

Landscaping Team Members: Shirley Blake, Beth Katterhenrich, Karen Bentley, Dennis Imbrock, Wayne Beavers, Nick 

Grossman 

BUILDING PROJECT UPDATES  
New lighting has been installed on the second floor of the Education Building. It is so much lighter and brighter! And the new 
lights are very economical to operate. We are still accepting donations to cover the cost of this project. 
 
Thanks to all who have donated funds to purchase new chairs for the Family Life Center. The cost of each one is             
approximately $52.00. Our goal is 200 chairs. We have received donations to cover the purchase of 132 chairs. Only 68 
chairs left to purchase to reach our goal! 

Corban Allman, a soon to be sixth grader, is doing a special fundraiser for 
the Bed Brigade. Due to the rising costs of wood, the Bed Brigade needs 
your help to continue building beds for families in the Columbus area. Watch for 
Corban’s announcements in the June bulletin NewsNotes and in the July Eagle. 
Corban will have displays throughout the church where you can pick up an       
envelope and give to the project. The Bed Brigade fund-raiser will start on June 
1st and go through July 15th.  

BOTTLES FOR LIFE 
We invite St. John’s Lutheran Church of Grove City to join PDHC’s Family Empowerment for our     
Mother's Day through Father's Day Baby Bottle Campaign. In commemoration of Pregnancy Decision 
Heath Center's 40th Anniversary and the thousands of lives the Lord has saved through us, we have 
renamed this event "Bottles for Life.”  
 
Donations help provide much needed individual and family support, providing gifts to those in need    
including ultrasounds, prenatal care, bottles, diapers, car seats, and more. Brochures regarding this   
program are available in the Link, and donation envelopes are located at all main entrances.  

“June”     by Ada Weygandt 
What could be lovelier than  

A morning in June,  
When all Nature seems to be in tune; 

When the trees are green and the flowers  
In bloom; 

When the air is fresh and clean,  
And everything is new again? 

Sing praises to our God for all the things 
We love, 

For all the blessings he rains from above! 



 

 

WELCOME ALL LADIES TO SUMMER SISTERS! 
"SUMMER SISTERS"  is a once-a-week ladies Bible study that is held each  Wednesday 
morning starting on  Wednesday,  June 2nd and ending on  Aug. 25th.  Come join me on 
Zoom using personal meeting number  430-805-6806 and for the password type in kind5. 
(all lower case).  
 
This year we will be studying "The Promises of God". Zoom will be opened up at 9:50 
a.m. and we will begin with prayer at 10:00 am. Call Sally Weisenberger at                 
(614) 871-2463 so I can get your email address to send you our first lesson questions; or 
I can print off the lessons and mail them to you.  
 
Each week is a different study, so you can join any session throughout the 3 months. 
This is a good introduction to Women’s Bible Study Fellowship that will begin in          
September. Check with Sally for details on BSF.  

RETIREMENT GIFTS AND CARDS FOR DR. JOHN SCHUDER 
Dr. John Schuder, our Minister of Music, is retiring from his position 
at St. John’s at the end of June. God has richly blessed our congre-
gation with Dr. John’s gifted leadership for more than a decade. As 
sad as we are that he is leaving us, we are also very excited for him 
as he looks forward to life in Maine. Please stay tuned for a special 
retirement event to be held soon for Dr. John. If you would like to 
send your cards to him at church, please address your envelopes as 
follows:  
   Dr. John Schuder 
   c/o St. John’s Lutheran Church 
   3220 Columbus Street 
   Grove City, OH 43123 
 
PLEASE JOIN US! It is with great sadness that we are announcing the retirement of Dr. John Schuder. Dr. 
John has been a faithful member of our staff for the last 12 years where he has served as Minister of Music. His last 
Sunday with us will be the end of June. 
  
You are cordially invited to join us for a time of celebration and thanks for Dr. John’s ministry on Sunday, June 6th 
immediately following the 11:00 am service. We will gather in the Family Life Center for a light lunch and a brief   
program.  
  
We hope to see you there! 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY  
IS EXTENDED TO: 

 
The family of Shirley Barnes with the loss of her 

daughter, Karen Leigh.  
 

The family of Laurie Pecuch in the loss of her  
Uncle, David Meyer. 

 

The family of Marilyn Gibboney.  
 

The family of Wally Lewellyn. 
 

The family of Jan England Singleton. 
 

The family of Park Lipp, Jr. 
 

The family of Jeanne Gusa in the loss of her  
Father, Merrill Wright 

 
All who mourn are in our thoughts and prayers.  

WRAPPED IN PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
 

Meeting Saturday, June 12th 
 

We would be happy to teach anyone interested to knit 
or crochet. Please join us! For more information call 
Glenda Allman at 614-352-5955 or Diana Imbrock at 

614-271-5775. 
 
 

DO YOU KNOW OF 
SOMEONE WHO 

WOULD BE BLESSED 
BY  

RECEIVING A    
PRAYER SHAWL? 
Please call Nancy  

Kinman at 
614-875-8155.  



 

 

THE BEACONS AND QUILTERS  
The Beacons and Quilters try to help the less fortunate by showing God’s love and our understanding of their situations. Our 
main focus is to make quilts for our Christmas sale. At the end of the year, we donate unsold quilts to Franklin County Children’s 
Services and the Bed Brigade. During the last half of the year, we make and request items to fill 100 Christmas bags for the 
children whose families use the food pantries. Our on-going projects are collecting greeting card fronts for The Cancer Thrift 
Store and preparing used stamps for crafts at two military hospitals. At the end of the year, we donate most of our treasury to 
food pantries and various church ministries. 

 

We thank you for the three large donations of fabric. We shared them with The Service Circle at     

Redeemer Church on Holt Road. The fabric is a blessing to make quilts and items to help the less  

fortunate.  

 

We requested a portable sewing machine last month. And behold, Rebecca Retherford answered that     

request. Thank you, Rebecca. We very much appreciate your sewing machine and generosity. 

 

The Beacons and Quilters welcome visitors. We are a group for those uncomfortable in large gatherings. Please wear a mask if 

you are not vaccinated for Covid. The Quilters meet every Tuesday from 9am to 2pm in rooms 103-104. The times are very  

flexible suggestions. We come and go as we wish for as long or short as our energy and interest last. Come at any time and 

stay as long or short as you wish. The Beacons meet with the Quilters on the third Tuesday to have short devotions and a  

meeting. The Beacons trim canceled stamps and card fronts and help with other projects as they wish. You may sew on a    

machine, learn to hand quilt, cut squares, arrange the squares, tie knots or pin a hem. We always need someone to sort the 

donated fabric. You may choose and take fabric home to make a quilt to donate. We bring a packed lunch. At the Beacons’ 

meeting, we take offerings to help support the food pantries and our general fund.  

 

Lord, give me the Christian love and understanding to not judge others. Amen 

OWLS EVENT – JUNE 18, 2021 
OK – do you know one of the co-authors of the history books “Images of America: Grove City” and 
“Images of Modern America: Grove City”, and author of a novel “The Austerlitz Bugle-Telegraph”. Here’s 
another clue – she is the author of three children’s books. If you haven’t guessed yet – here’s the last clue 
– she has had a 50-year career in the media, including nine years as editor of the Southwest Messenger 
Newspaper.  
 
If you guessed Janet Shailer, you are 100% correct. Janet was born in Grove City and is widely respected 
for her literary pieces. She is a member of the board of trustees for Southwest Public Libraries and is 
head writer of the Grove City Writers’ Group. If you attend the OWLS June 18th meeting Janet will share 
details about her latest non-fiction book entitled “Trouble on the Scioto’s Waters: Soldiers, Frontiersmen, 
and Native Americans-1725-1815.” There will be copies of her books available for purchase after the meeting. 
 
The OWLS (Older Wiser LutheranS) welcome the regular attendees and would like to extend a special invitation to anyone   
interested but haven’t attended before (or not for a while). Our meetings are geared to the interests of those of a mature age 
and we offer friendship, companionship and support for each other as an added benefit. Come and be a part of this amazing 
group! Invite a friend or bring a friend.  
 
The OWLS will meet at 1:00 pm for this program and future programs until further notice. Masks are required (available at   
meeting) and we will follow safe social distancing guidelines and hand sanitizer will be available.  
 
Unfortunately, we will not be sharing lunch. If you plan to attend, please sign up on the salmon insert or call Bonnie Swanson 
(614-562-8002). Hope to see you there! 

WOMEN OF THE NALC 
Here’s a spiritual growth goal: join a Circle of friends. Joining our Circles is an easy way to make new friends and grow          

spiritually. Both Circles have evening meeting times. Contact the leaders listed below for information. 

Elizabeth Circle  
Contact Debbie Abbitt 

614-326-9253 

Sarah Circle  
Contact Vi Davis 

614-875-2605 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
CONFIRMATION SIGN-UP! Confirmation typically begins in August, as a student enters 7th grade.    
Parents, please get your email address to Gary Pecuch. He has some “save-the-date” information for you. His 
email is gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org.  
 
FAMILY/PARENT RESOURCE! If you’re a parent, or grandparent, or an adult in a 
young person’s faith web and you would like to get on the AXIS email list, please 
email Laurie at lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org. New materials come out every month. You 
can also pick up printed parent guides located on the wall outside of the youth office.  
 
Children’s Church meets on the second and fourth Sundays of the month! It takes place during the 
11am contemporary worship. Children from the traditional worship are welcome to join! Children’s Church is 
designed for pre-school through 3rd grade. It is optional and takes place during the sermon time, allowing    
children to be with family during worship and communion. During Children’s Church, children learn songs, 
scripture, and apply the Word of God. If you would like more information or volunteer your time once a month, 
contact Jenn Czaplicki at 937-768-9546 or jlczaplicki@gmail.com 
 
SUMMER FAMILY FAITH BOX is available for pick up June 5 and 6. If you requested delivery, your box 
will arrive the week of June 7. Our summer box contains six bible themes, hands-on activities, family prayers, 
and blessings that can be done at your own pace. The activities best fit families with children ages 5—12 but 
can be adapted to fit other ages. If reserving a box got away from you, contact us. We made a few extra boxes! 
 
HIS STORY, OUR STORY is taking place June 14—17. We will be learning about Jesus and the art of story     
telling. This is an in-person event for grades 5– 6, 7—8, 9—12. Faith webbing adults are welcome!  
 
GOD’S WORD is a virtual study on methods we’ve found helpful in studying and connecting with God’s 
Word. Zoom with us on June 6 (study methods), June 13 (bible verses/lectio divina) June 27 (word journaling) 
July 11 (art journaling). God’s Word is intended for middle school, high school, adults, but we’re open to young-
er students joining with a parent. Faith webbing adults are also welcome! Sign up for one or all.  
 

Connect with us about any of the above June offerings! Laurie at lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org  
or 614-620-2669. Gary at gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org. Diana at dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org or 614-271-5775.  

SCRIP GIFT CARDS: We place orders for gift cards the first Tuesday of the month. Please 
use the form on the youth office door or just give Laurie or Gary a call at 614-875-2314. Within a 
week ordered gift cards are back to us and in your hands.  
 
Want to order on-line and/or put more monies on an existing SCRIP card? Please talk to Pam 
Wittenberg or Gary Pecuch. Anytime you order on-line, please let us know, as we need to      
release your order. You can email Gary at gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org. Thanks for your support!  
 
Buy gift cards from your favorite brands to use for your daily purchases or to gift to others! It’s 
easy. It’s convenient!  

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY   
     MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES! 

AMAZONSMILE: You can link your amazon orders to St. John ’s and the church will receive .05% of what you 
order on selected Amazon items. You can do this directly through your Amazon account or set up an AmazonSmile 
account using your Amazon password and log-in at https://smile.amazon.com/.  
 
Connect your KROGER card with the COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM. Go to https://www.kroger.com/
communityrewards. Our organization number is EY530. Shop at Kroger and a percentage comes back to the youth 
ministry programs at St. John’s! Thank you! 

mailto:gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org
mailto:jlczaplicki@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/


 

 

 
 

Graduation 2021 
 

Congratulations to our college graduates! 
  Maryann Gibboney – daughter of Mike and Deb Gibboney   
   from Franklin University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice Administration 
  Nathan Patterson – son of Paul and Jennifer Patterson 
   from the University of Akron with a B.A. in Fine Arts 
  Dan Rutan – son of Scott and Jackie Rutan 
   from Oakland University with a B.S. in Marketing 
  Michaela Stenerson – daughter of Jeff and Tammy Stenerson 
   from Taylor University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Sustainable Development 
    and a minor in Spanish 
  Joe Sutton – son of Larry and Sue Sutton 
   from the University of Notre Dame with a B.S. in Aerospace Engineering 
  Ben Swanson – son of Martin and Beth Swanson 
   from Southern New Hampshire University with a degree in International Business 
  Eli Wanner – son of Nate and Amy Wanner 
   from the Ohio University Honors Tutorial College with a B.A. in History 
 
Congratulations also to our graduating seniors who have worked diligently and have successfully made it through this 
challenging year!  Come Sunday, June 6th as we honor them at the 11:00 service and at a reception in the shelter house 
(fellowship hall in event of rain) from 10 to 11:00.  Join in the celebration and send them off with prayers, blessings, and 
good wishes!!!   

 
Annaleise Butsko  Jamie Dent   Joe Eiginger   Lilli Ferguson 
Isaiah Keller   Isaac Overly   Kayla Rutan   Charlie Sexton 
    Haley Turner   Matthew Weaver  

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE – JUNE 15, 2021 
 

 With vacations, outdoor activities and school breaks, summer is a challenging time to collect enough 
blood donations to meet the needs of patients. Before you dive into your summer plans, will you give blood to 
help ensure the supply doesn’t take a dip? 
 
 Come to give blood June 14 through the 30 and get a $5 Amazon.com Gift Card by email, thanks to 
Amazon. Restrictions apply. See additional information and details at RedCrossBlood.org/Together. Save time 
with Rapid Pass. Complete your pre-donation reading and health history at RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass or 
with the Blood Donor App before your appointment. 
 
 St. John’s will be hosting the Red Cross Blood Drive on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. in the 
Family Life Center. To schedule an appointment call 1-800-733-2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org, sponsor code: StJohnsGC. 
 
 Questions? Call Bonnie Swanson at 614-562-8002.  

http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.redcrossblood.org


 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

1 
Michael Grimm 

Eli Jenkins 
James McFarland 

 
2 

Molly Frasher 
 

4 
Kaelyn Canter 
Carol Fornof 

August (Gus) Logan 
Hattie Logan 
Addie White 

 
5 

Rita Murray 
 

6 
Allyson Jenny 

Kaleigh Westerfeld 
 

7 
Elizabeth Bausch 

Shelah Stage 
Ocean Wells 
Dan Yeater 

 
8 

Randy Johnson 
Brandon Long 

Jane Stenerson 
 

9 
Allison Clark 

Jackson Jump 
Blake Lang 
John Neal 

Samantha Snashall 
 

10 
Kim Easterday 
Jo Anne Keller 
Sarah Schmitz 

 
11 

Devin Anderson 
Jemma Baldree 

Linda Diehl 
Doug Jones 

Mahala Wanner 
Brian Weaver 

12 
Brayden Gottshall 

 
13 

Jocelyn Canter 
 

14 
Carley House 

Melissa Kauffman 
Susan Previts 

 
15 

Julia Briggeman 
Corvan Daranikone 

Lucy Hartley 
Alex Koehler 

 
16 

Luci Evans 
Roy Merwin 

Trenten Rezes 
Lloyd Sonnen II 

 
17 

Cheryl Engard 
Shelby Patzer 

Terri Sennett-Brown 
 

18 
Alexander Clark 

 
19 

Polly Carter 
 

20 
Rosina Hartig 

 
21 

Joel Baughman 
Gary Buckingham 

Caroline Hartig 
David Larson 
Amy Wanner 
Layne Wilks 

 
22 

Lilli Ferguson 
Kyle Gillispie 

Steve Marcum 
Owen Wells 

 
 

23 
Diane Hill 

Jace Hill-Freeman 
 

24 
Peggy Frebault 
Mildred Quinn 

 
25 

Andrea Abbruzzese 
Joann Claggett 
Kelly Kozman 

Hunter Thompson 
Sawyer Wells 

 
26 

Steve Contizano 
Ryan Spoon 

 
27 

Cora Grimm 
Jack O’Brien 
Megan Seese 

 
28 

Nellie McCarley 
Cynthia Schemrich 

Randy Sefchick 
Tyler Stage 
Mike Walsh 
Toni Wilson 

 
29 

Gloria Bullert 
 

30 
Connie Perry  

Rebecca Retherford 
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