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A Message from the Associate Pastor

“I thank God whom | serve with a clear conscience, as did my fathers, when | remember you constantly in my
prayers. As | remember your tears, | long night and day to see you, That | may be filled with joy. | am reminded of
your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and now, | am sure
dwells in you.” 2 Timothy 1:3-5

Dear Disciples of Jesus,

St. Paul’s last letter was written from prison to his younger friend Timothy. In it, he includes the above passage.
Here’s what we know about Timothy’s background:

He was the child of a mixed marriage. His mother was Jewish and a believer, and his father was a Greek. We
don’'t know anything more about the father. He may have been dead or deserted the family. We simply
don’t have that information.

Timothy knew the scriptures. He had the background he needed to become an apostle and companion of St.
Paul as a missionary.

His teachers in the faith seem to have been his mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois. Paul also writes in 2
Timothy 3:15 “From childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings that are able to instruct
you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”

Timothy’s mother and grandmother had not only explained the truth about God, but they had lived the truth as
well.

In Paul’s letters he mentions Timothy as co-author of six of them, and two others are written directly to
Timothy. He was one of Paul’'s most important co-workers.

But enough about Timothy — | want to focus on those two women who played a crucial part in passing on to him
the faith. Every child’s very first teacher is his or her mother. Some of the rabbis insisted that girls should be given
a basic education — not because they thought that as women, they needed the knowledge found in books. Rather
they wanted mothers to have learning so that they could give their sons a head start in learning even before they
started school.

Very few people come to the faith by listening to sermons, or by learning theology or reading books. Most of the
people who find Jesus do so through a relationship with someone — friend, family member or neighbor. We see the
gospel lived in the lives of those we love, and we come to share their faith. And for many of us — as for Timothy —
the one who first drew us to Jesus was our mother.

| can’t begin to tell you how important you who are mothers, or teachers, or grandmothers or favorite aunts have
been in the spiritual formation and success of those who come after you. | see grandparents bringing young chil-
dren to church and faithfully nurturing them in the ways of the Lord. | know my own grandmother played a key role
in my own call to ministry, and after my husband’s mother died when he was just two, it was left to his aunt and
grandmother to raise him in the faith.

And while your children may be grown now and your grandchildren as well, your job is not done. You can still pray
for them, as I'm sure Eunice and Lois prayed for Timothy when he was away on his missionary journeys with St.
Paul. Through your love and faith, you can still be an example that draws them to God. And even when you are
among the great cloud of witnesses, your influence will still linger on and bless them.

Forward in Faith,
Pastor Patti
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OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
IS EXTENDED TO:

The family of Linda Curnutte who died on
April 4, 2021.

The family of David Dye with the recent passing of his
mother.

All who mourn are in our thoughts and prayers.

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Officers: Neva Warren, President; Aaron Clark, Vice
President; Karen Bentley, Secretary; Dan Yeater,
Treasurer.

Members-At-Large: Debbie Abbitt, Warren Althoff,
Wayne Beavers, Shirley Blake, , Doug Cress, Michael
Grimm, Fred Previts, Kevin Stenerson.

MEMORIAL GIFTS RECEIVED THROUGH
APRIL 11, 2021

Memorial Fund

Given in memory of John Rawson by Richard Rush;
Donna Carter; Ike and Shelah Stage; and Robert and
Bonnie Swanson.

Benevolence Fund, Wycliffe Bible Translation
Given at Easter in honor of the ministry of Stephen and
Rachel Katterhenrich and in memory of The Rev. E.
J. and Forrest Katterhenrich, and Paul and Alice
Katterhenrich by Beth Katterhenrich.

Building and Maintenance Fund
Given in memory of John Rawson by Ben and Debbie
Reeves.

Bed Brigade Fund
Given in memory of John Rawson by Mark and Mary
Ellen Hassett.

Good Samaritan Fund
Given in memory of John Rawson given by Averil
MacKenzie.

Church Office hours are Monday through Friday,
8am to 4pm.

The deadline for the JUNE Eagle
is May 10th.
Email announcements & articles to sj@stjohnsgc.org
or leave a handwritten copy in the church office.

NOTES OF THANKS

“Neal and | would like to thank all of you who sent
cards for our 60" wedding anniversary.  Your
thoughtfulness was truly appreciated.”

~Neal and Sonja Detty

“Dear loved St John’s Friends, | thought you could use
a little ‘I'm thinking of you’ today. Thanks so much for
all the many birthday cards for my 3/14 birthday.
Thanks to Averil’s Bible study class, the Clark Family,
Christine Hartung’s ladies who send cards often, Ann &
Jim Jones, Beth Katterhenrich, and others. Also Alice
Sweeley and John Schuder's expressions of caring
words. Love in Christ,”

~Paula Ames.




WRAPPED IN PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY ]),-ay(,- Shawl
Meeting Saturday, May 8th Minist,
We would be happy to teach anyone interested to knit or crochet. Please ;r‘é;u.ﬁy.
join us! For more information call Glenda Allman at 614-352-5955 or Diana '
Imbrock at 614-271-5775.

DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO WOULD BE BLESSED BY
RECEIVING A PRAYER SHAWL?
Please call Nancy Kinman at 614-875-8155.

Nz

5 WOMEN OF THE NALC :
: Here's a spiritual growth goal: join a Circle of friends. Joining our Circles is an easy way
to make new friends :
: and grow spiritually. Both Circles have evening meeting times. Contact the leaders listed
: below for information. '

S ’
Elizabeth Circle @W/@ WOI’VL@I’U A Sarah Circle
Contact Debbie Abbitt (;V\Du St g Contact Vi Davis
614-326-9253 @i\ 614-875-2605

Please Join Us!

It is with great sadness that we are announcing the
retirement of Dr. John Schuder. Dr. John has been a faithful
member of our staff for the last 12 years where he has served as Minister of Music.
His last Sunday with us will be the end of June.

You are cordially invited to join us for a time of celebration and thanks for Dr.
John’s ministry on Sunday, June 6th immediately following the |1:00 am service. We
will gather in the Family Life Center for a light lunch and a brief program.

Please call or email the church office to let us know that you will be
joining us. We hope to see you there!

St John’s Lutheran Church
614-875-2314
sj@stjohnsgc.org



Calling all school employees!

Do you work within the educational system? We
would like to applaud your extraordinary efforts dur-
ing these challenging times. On June 6", at the
11:00 contemporary and traditional services, we
will ask you to stand to be recognized and receive
a special gift.

To help us update our list, please send your name,
position, and school facility to Diana Imbrock at
dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org, to be placed in the
bulletins and Eagle.

POST-SECONDARY DEGREES:

The Graduation season is rapidly approaching
and we like to recognize those in our
congregation who may be finishing their
degrees.

If you would like to recognize your post-high
graduate, please send the following information:
student’'s name, name of school, degree
and major, to Diana Imbrock at
dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org, to be placed in
the bulletins and Eagle.

FIRST COMMUNION CLASS:

Pastor Seth will be leading a class on Holy Communlon for children on Sunday, May 16" at church from
12:00—3:00 p.m. The class will be geared towards 5"-6" grade students; however, younger children who
have expressed a serious desire to receive the sacrament are welcome to participate (as are older youths
who have not yet received this instruction). We ask that at least one adult be present at the class with each
child. At the end of the class, parents and students will discuss whether the student is ready to receive the

sacrament.

Please call Pastor Seth (217-255-2118) or the church office (614-875-2314) if you have any questions

regarding your child’s participation in the class.

NEW OFFICE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

We are very happy to welcome Kathryn Mullins, the newest member of our St. John’s church staffl As Administrative
Assistant, Kathryn’s voice will most likely be the one you hear next time you call the church on a weekday. Among her
many duties, Kathryn will be creating our bulletins each week, taking messages, producing the monthly Eagle, keeping
us all coordinated and generally running the church office. She brings wonderful gifts and abilities to the job, and we
are very happy Kathryn has joined our team. Kathryn’s e-mail is secretary@stjohnsgc.org.

Jan Miller is stepping back to her role as Records Clerk, and will be in the office on Tuesdays and Fridays.

We hope you will drop by and introduce yourself to Kathryn the next time you’re at church on a weekday! Kathryn’s
regular office hours will be 8:00-4:00 on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. Welcome to St. John’s, Kathryn!

Just a reminder — the church office hours are 8am-4pm, Monday-Friday.
Articles for weekly News Notes should be submitted by 9am on Wednesdays.

Articles for the Eagle are due by the 10" of every month.

Prayer requests should be submitted to the office by 9am on Mondays.



mailto:secretary@stjohnsgc.org

THE BEACONS AND QUILTERS

The Beacons and Quilters are meeting again With the vaccine shots,
masks, sanitizing, social distancing, and a large room with few people, we feel
we can safely meet. Come visit us when you feel comfortable meeting with other
people. We always welcome visitors. If you can’t or you don’t want to come
weekly, please come just once in a while. You may visit as long you wish. If you
want to visit longer, bring your lunch and stay for a couple of hours. We can
furnish you with material to make a quilt at home for Franklin County Children’s
Services or for Bed Brigade.

We have other activities that do not involve working with fabric. We do stamps for the Wounded Soldier
Project and cards for the Cancer Thrift Shop any Tuesday. You may just come, sit for a while and join in
the conversations. Your visit is always welcome. Remember, a visit is not a commitment.

We have empty chairs just waiting for you at the quilting frame if you are interested in learning to
hand quilt.

Want to play with scissors? We need someone interested in cutting stamps for our Wounded
Soldier Project. You may cut them on Tuesdays when we meet or take them home. The job is a sitting
and work-at-your-own-pace job where you trim to a 1/4” around the stamp.

The Quilters are in need of a working, portable sewing machine. We cannot accept a machine in a
cabinet because we simply do not have the space in our storage closet for one. If possible, we need one
with a built-in carrying handle.

Please donate your used clothing to the Grove City Methodist “Purple Door” Church Free Store or
other Grove City charities.

The LSS domestic violence shelter, Choices, is always in need of disposable baby and toddler
diapers. Your generosity is a blessing to those experiencing so many concerns and worries about their
safety and future. Please place your donation in the Beacons’ cabinet in the Link. Thank you for caring.

The Beacons and Quilters welcome you to come and visit. The Quilters meet every Tuesday from
9am to 2pm in rooms 103-104. The Beacons meet with the Quilters on the third Tuesdays, to cut stamps,
and help with projects. All materials are provided. We bring a packed lunch. At the Beacons’ meeting, we
take two offerings to help support our church ministries.

Philippians 2:4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to interests of others.

OWLS MEETING—MAY 21, 2021

St. John’s has been blessed many times over and Pastor Seth and Pastor Patti are
at the top of that list. We see them every week, we hear the word of God from the
pulpit and we sing His praises in our sanctuary. And in our time of need, they are
beside us and that includes comfort if we are in the hospital. But what about those
who are not affiliated with a church?

A hospital chaplain’s duties include praying with patients and hospital staff, as well as
offering spiritual guidance. They are often present to serve and encourage grieving
families as well as individuals who are experiencing a crisis. Want to hear more? Come to the OWLS May
meeting! Our speaker for May’s program is Pastor Karen Jersild. She is a chaplain for Mount Carmel
Grove City Hospital. We hope you plan to attend — invite a friend.

The OWLS (Older Wiser LutheranS) are definitely another blessing. The friendship, companionship and
support for each other is very comforting. Come and be a part of this amazing group.

Our OWLS will meet at 1:00 pm for this program and future programs until further notice.
Unfortunately, we will not be sharing lunch. If you plan to attend, please call Bonnie Swanson (614-562-
8002).

Hope to see you there!




WELCOME ALL LADIES TO SUMMER SISTERS!

s "SUMMER SISTERS" is a once-a-week ladies Bible study that is held each
#1 Wednesday morning starting on Wednesday, June 2nd and ending on Aug.
25th. Come join me on Zoom using personal meeting number 430-805-6806
and for the password type in kind5. (all lower case).

This year we will be studying "The Promises of God". Zoom will be opened up
at 9:50 a.m. and we will begin with prayer at 10:00 am. Call Sally Weisenberger
~. at(614) 871-2463 so | can get your email address to send you our first lesson

B Each week is a different study, so you can join any session throughout the 3
Lsa g oo months. This is a good introduction to Women'’s Bible Study Fellowship that will
Vil o &3 begin in September. Check with Sally for details on BSF.

RETIREMENT GIFTS AND CARDS FOR DR. JOHN SCHUDER

Dr. John Schuder, our Minister of Music, is retiring from his
position at St. John’s at the end of June. God has richly
blessed our congregation with Dr. John’s gifted leadership for
more than a decade. As sad as we are that he is leaving us, we
are also very excited for him as he looks forward to life in
Maine. Please stay tuned for a special retirement event to be
held soon for Dr. John. If you would like to send your cards to
him at church, please address your envelopes as follows:

Dr. John Schuder

c/o St. John’s Lutheran Church
3220 Columbus Street

Grove City, OH 43123

THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE MEXICO
MISSION TRIP!

Despite the pandemic, we raised almost $800 last year at the restaurant fundraisers,
and are on our way to surpassing that amount this year.
Sadly, we again have to cancel the trip this year...

At this time, the orphanages are in lock-down and we would be unable to love on the children at the camp.
Please continue to pray for Genesis and the children of Mexico as we look ahead to next year with the
hope of a long-awaited family reunion!

In His Love, Diana and the Mexico Mission Family




New Life Awakening

My heart leaps with joy When God warms the cold earth
After the long winter is done With sunshine and gentle rain,
When I see the flowers blooming And when the hills echo with a new refrain;
In the sun. When the sun is a golden globe rising in the sky
And the glory of the Lord streams on high,
When the bulbs buried beneath the earth Our spirits stir with the hope that Spring brings,
Rise and burst into bud again, And we break into song to our King!
All the questions I asked of God in snowtime
Are answered in the blossoms of Spring! ~ Ada Weygandt

The Landscape Improvement/Renovation Team has met
several times over the past month. We have gathered input K
and advice from staff members. We are also in ongoing
consultation with a Landscape Designer for guidance on
implementing a phased approach to revitalizing the grounds
around the church buildings. You can find the detailed plan
we are following in the North Entrance and in the Link.

***Would you please let one of us know if you have anything
in any landscape area that was put there in memory or honor

of a loved one?

***If you have planted any plants around the property and would like to have them back, would you also
let us know what it is and where it’s located?

If you would like to donate to this project please designate that when you make your contribution and
Jan will see that it is added to the fund.

Landscaping Team Members: Shirley Blake, Beth Katterhenrich, Karen Bentley, Dennis Imbrock,
Wayne Beavers, Nick Grossman

BUILDING PROJECT UPDATES

New lighting has been installed on the second floor of the Education Building. It is so much lighter and
brighter! And the new lights are very economical to operate. We are still accepting donations to cover
the cost of this project.

Thanks to all who have donated funds to purchase new chairs for the Family Life Center. We have
received donations to cover the purchase of 36 chairs. Our goal is 200 chairs. The cost of each one is
approximately $52.00.



CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES!

Parents of 6" Graders: It’s time to start thinking about confirmation for your son or daughter. Confirmation
begins in August of a student’s 7th grade year. If you plan on your son or daughter joining the catechism
program, please get your email address to Gary Pecuch. He has some “save-the-date” information for you.
His email is gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org.

Applications for the Lutheran College Tuition Grant for fall semester should be filed by May 15th with
the church office. If you're a member of St. John’s and attending a Lutheran affiliated school then your
school likely offers a matching grant up to $500. Get your application from the church office.

SUMMER SIGN-UPS! A summer brochure with a rsvp form can be found on the youth office door, in
the north entrance, and in the link. Please kindly RSVP by Monday, May 3rd. Thank you!

Confirmation Students, this is a great month to finish up your sermon notes! Connect with Gary on
how many you've already turned in for this school year.

A million thanks to the adults who helped package materials for youth groups, Sunday School, and
Family Faith Boxes during the pandemic this past school year: Debbie Abbitt, Don Allman, Glenda
Allman, Tim Allman, Christina Allman, Karen Grossman, Barb Hill, Susan Koehler, and Sue Sutton.

Thanks to students for your patience, resilience, and helping us make the best of this year over zoom
meetings. You were amazing! We loved seeing your faces each week! Thank you parents and grandparents
for your faithfulness and time you spent at home this year teaching your children and grandchildren about our
great God! We thank God for you!

SCRIP GIFT CARDS
We place orders for gift cards the first Tuesday of the month. Please use the form on the youth
O office door or just give Laurie or Gary a call at 614-875-2314. Within a week ordered gift cards

are back to us and in your hands.

m Want to order on-line and/or put more monies on an existing SCRIP card? Please talk to Pam
Wittenberg or Gary Pecuch. Anytime you order on-line, please let us know, as we need to
release your order. You can email Gary at gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org. Thanks for your support!

Buy qift cards from your favorite brands to use for your daily purchases or to gift to others! It's
easy. It's convenient!

AMAZONSMILE: You can link your amazon orders to St. John’s and the
church will receive .05% of what you order on selected Amazon items. DID YOU ’

You can do this directly through your Amazon account or set up an AmazonSmile KNow =
account using your Amazon password and log-in at https://smile.amazon.com/.

Contact Gary if you need help setting it up. He will even sit down with you and walk you through the process.


mailto:gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org
https://smile.amazon.com/

SUMMER FAITH ADVENTURES!

Parents, have you signed your youth up for one or more summer faith adventures?
We are offering...

Family Faith Box (Summer box) (ages 5 through grade 4, but can be adapted to all ages)
Family Connection Newsletter (throughout the summer)

AXIS parenting materials (monthly)

His Word (4 zoom sessions)

His Story/Our Story (grades 5—6) (on-site)

His Story/Our Story (grades 7—38) (on-site)

His Story/Our Story (grades 9 —12) (on-site)

Serving Like Jesus (grades 5—6) (on-site)

Serving Like Jesus (grades 7—8) (on-site) su m m e r!

Serving Like Jesus (grades 9—12) (on-site)

Pick up your summer brochure on the youth office door and also in the entrance ways to church.
Complete the information in the brochure to rsvp your materials and to join sessions! Adults are
invited to join us!

Kindly respond by Monday, May 3rd.

Questions? Talk to Laurie, Gary, or Diana. Thank you!

April is traditionally the month to re-connect your KROGER card with the

SUPPO RT US COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM. But’s not too late to do it now!

THROUGH Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Our organization number is
@ \ EY530.
' Shop at Kroger and a percentage goes to St. John’s and helps to ease the cost of

camps and youth programs. If you’ve never connected your card, now is a good

rewq rds time. Talk to Laurie or Gary about re-connecting or connecting for the first time.

FAMILY/PARENT RESOURCE

We've emailed you video and parent guides for Mental Health, Social Media, and
Evangelism. This month’s topic is Relationships!

We have printed copies of the current month’s parent guides on the “Family .
Resource” wall across from the youth office. b d

If you're a parent, or grandparent, or an adult in a young person’s faith web and you would like to get on the
AXIS email list, please contact Diana, Laurie, or Gary. New materials come out the 15th of each month.

There is also an opportunity to get personal access to all the resources that AXIS provides so you can dig into
the topics that most interest you right now. Again, contact us! We look forward to hearing from you!

Laurie, Gary, Diana
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