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What will the future bring? The future is, mostly, a mystery, and I've got to say, I'd rather read a
mystery than have too much mystery in my life. We’ve taken the mystery out of a lot of things.
There was a time when, as Jesus said, the wind blew where it chose; we heard the sound of it,
but we didn't know where it came from or where it was going. John chapter 3. But now, the
Weather Channel tells us there's a high pressure system off to the Northwest blowing that cold
wind from Saskatchewan, across the Midwest down to the Carolinas. So now we know where
the wind comes from and where it goes. Not long ago, a baby would be born and there was a
shout of surprise: “It's a boy!" Or, “It's a girl!” Now we can know what color to paint the
baby’s room months in advance. No longer are we formed in secret in our mothers' wombs, as

the psalm says. Now we can see everything.

But of course, we can know so little about the future. Look at the year 2020, for example. Who
saw all that coming? I remember reading a massive history of Europe; it was so well done. It
covered a massive span of time, from prehistory to about 1995. In the last chapter of the book,
the author made some very bold predictions for the future of Europe. Iread the book just two
years after he published it. And he was wrong about everything. We can’t know much about
next month. And that’s what keeps us chomping the Rolaids. Sure, we’ve got appointments on
our calendars—we know we might have an interview for a new job on March 25%, so we can
prepare ourselves as much as we can for it. But we can never be completely sure how it’s going
to go. The interview itself will bring a thousand dynamics into play that we have no control
over. And I think you could make a good argument that practically everything we do in this
life is an attempt to have at least a little control over what’s coming. Look at how comparatively
helpless a lot of us felt last year —it wasn’t just because of the restrictions—a lot of it was

because we didn’t know what was going to happen next.



In the Ephesians lesson, Paul tells us that our ultimate future is no longer a mystery. It has been
revealed. Thank God it’s clearly not a future we’ve made for ourselves. First, Paul shows us a
picture of ourselves in the future we try to make. He says, “you were dead.” Period. That's
where we get ourselves with all our efforts to have the future on our terms. Paul says “You
were dead.” And then he reads our obituary--it's not very flattering. "You were dead through
the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of this world, following
the ruler of the power of the air...following the passions, the desires of flesh and senses...by

nature children of wrath...."

Paul is putting it out there like it is: cut off from a living relationship with God, we look for
nourishment in things that cannot feed us. And we try to become little gods, controlling our
own futures by any inappropriate or impossible means we can. We cannot redeem ourselves
from that deadly situation by what we do in this life. The truth is, even with all the daily
preparations we’re making, preparing ourselves for the future, preparing ourselves for the final
interview, we’re not going to get the job. He says our worst fears about the future are justified,
if we depend on ourselves and the wisdom of this world for our future. There was an obituary
that ran years ago in a Los Angeles newspaper. It got a lot of attention. “Janice," it said, "had no
hobbies, made no contribution to society and rarely shared a kind word or deed in her life. Her
presence will not be missed by many, very few tears will be shed and there will be no lamenting
over her passing. There will be no service, no prayers and no closure for the family she spent a

lifetime tearing apart.”

That’s a very mean obituary, isn’t it. No highlights, just low lights. Paul is not being mean
when he lays out our obituary: he just states our former situation without God as a fact. We
cannot redeem ourselves, work our way out, or think our way out of that life that’s bound by

death. And he doesn’t give us any time to protest. Instead he pulls away from the bad news



and points us to a completely new reality: For those who have no redeeming qualities, God has
"raised us up, and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. So that in the ages
to come, he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ

Jesus."

Paul, full of the Holy Spirit, opens this beautiful window on our future. He doesn’t tell us
whether we'll have enough to retire in Naples Florida. That’s not the future he’s interested in.
Instead, he shows us the future we have in Christ. Paul says that God "has made known to us
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for

the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth."

God, in Jesus Christ, came to redeem us from a situation we cannot control or fix. In His
amazing grace, he is gathering up our sins, our failures, our pains, our brokenness, our pasts,
our present—he’s gathering it all up into Christ's death and resurrection. Sometimes we try to
shrink God’s beautiful vision down so we can measure it and feel like we’re in control of it. We
start thinking God is not going to gather up "all things," just "some" things. Maybe like, certain
people...you know, the nice ones who in our estimation have some redeeming qualities about
them. We try to shrink God’s plan down to our size, so that we can work on it. But again, Paul
reminds us that our works—our preparations for the future, our judgments on other people —

these are nothing in the light of God’s redemptive love for all.

Paul says we have died with Christ, been buried with Christ, been raised with Christ. Death has
no power over us. We know our future. "If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to
the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's.” As Christians, we live

our lives in light of an amazing future. So we can live without fear. Fear is the problem.



I think of a person in one of my former congregations—a young woman. She had been
involved in the congregation since childhood, baptized, confirmed, a regular in the youth
activities, and had stayed involved into her thirties. The first year I was there, she learned she
had cancer. She fought against it with everything she had; and when there was no more that
they could do for her, she said to me, "I know how to live, but how do you die? I'm scared."
And I watched her face those fears and fight her final battle with this amazing dignity, and

grace.

When I met with her family to plan the funeral, after she died, they told me how, late at night,
when she couldn’t sleep from either pain or worry, she would call her mom on the phone. And
sometimes it was over the phone, other times her mom would come over to her bedside: but
they would open a hymnal and sing together. "O God our Help in Ages Past our Hope in Years
to Come." They would sing, "God of our life, through all the circling years, we trust in you. In
all the past, through all our hopes and fears, your hand we see." They would sing, "When we've
been there 10,000 years bright shining as the sun, we'll have no fewer days to sing God's praise
than when we’d first begun." They would sing until they could see the future together. And

when that mystery was shining in front of her, she could rest.

Fear of the future is our problem. But Jesus substituted his life for ours on the cross, so that we
can have his future. One of my favorite quotes: “He who possesses the future doesn’t need to
be anxious about the next hour.” We don’t know what’s going to happen in the next hour. The
whole world might fall apart. But we know who'’s here with us now. We know he’s going to be
standing at the end of all things, opening the door. Welcoming us into His presence. Taking us
up into His arms of love. He has uncovered God’s plan for us, and gathered us up into that
plan by giving us His own life. In our fear, we get grabby and desperate. It's hard to let go of
our lives. But that’s why God has gathered us up here together, right here, as His church. As

His family. Jesus himself walks with us, as we carry each other, so that each of us can let go of



our own fears and worries, and welcome the future as a gift. Welcome the future that is

complete victory.

You know how to live and you know how to die, when you know the future. The futureis a

person, and his name is Jesus.



