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Dear Disciples of Jesus, 
 
Do you ever wonder why I call you that each time I write these articles? The word means learner or pupil. But, it is 
more than just about knowledge. Disciples are apprentices—it is about learning the craft of following Jesus. I often 
think of trades and craftsmen who pass along their livelihoods from generation to generation. The shoemaker who 
trains a son in the handiwork of stretching and shaping leather. A farmer who shows her daughter the ropes of feed-
ing and caring for the field and the cattle. A jewelry maker who trains and watches over the shoulder of her young 
apprentice. The plumber, mechanic, electrician who passes along hard-won knowledge to the new recruit. Similarly, 
Disciples are steeped in the knowledge—but also the practice—of loving and serving Jesus. To disciple someone is 
to have them join you at the potter’s wheel so that together an earthen jar is molded and shaped. 
 

At no point in life does someone finally achieve the status of being a completed disciple. It is not a destination that 

we seek but a path we walk. Disciples take seriously the call to grow in faithful obedience to Jesus. And, if our call-

ing is to grow than we are never overgrown. Disciples consistently lean forward and yearn upward in following Je-

sus. But none of this effort, is our own. All of the power and all of the work is derivative of Jesus. He is the source 

and he is the focus. Even as things seem decidedly about our effort and strength, there is a deeper foundational 

truth that a disciple always stands upon Jesus. 

 

Several elements are at play when an apprentice is being trained at the potter’s wheel:  There is a knowledge trans-

fer. There is an experiential element. And there is a relational trust developed. Knowledge; Experience; and Rela-

tionship. In some ways, I hesitate to break them down into these three elements because I don’t want them to be-

come steps to a recipe. I believe it is far more organic that that. Discipleship is not an assembly line task where you 

add these three steps and a disciple is formed at the end of the line. It is far more-messy and far more beautiful. 

But, these three elements: Knowledge; Experience; and Relationship are the three legs to the stool. 

 

Often repeated and well known is the admonishment that Christians are not to judge others. Jesus is the righteous 

judge—and that role is way above our pay grade. However, recently I read a sermon where the preacher equated 

our role as Jesus followers to fruit inspectors. That is, Fruit of the Spirit inspectors. The Way of Jesus is marked by 

fruit trees that bear the sweet fruit of Love, Joy, Peace…. you get the idea. Our job is not to judge others’ actions, 

but to look for and point to the fruit. To bear fruit—and increase our yield—is the goal of discipleship. In short, that 

we would be ready for inspection. A disciple’s life is adorned with the ways and fragrance of God. Following Jesus 

does not leave us unchanged, unscathed, and sometimes even limping (Genesis 32). The Holy Spirit produces fruit. 

Are you ready for inspection? 

 

There is a clear directive from our Lord that one of the hallmarks of our faith is to “bear fruit.” One of our goals for 

this life is to grow in the yield of the fruit of faith from the fields of our heart. Certainly, there are seasons when we lie 

fallow and when we are pruned. Even as disciples fall, the goal is to always fall forward. But, even still, all of it is to 

produce in us, by the power of the Holy Spirit, a deeper faithfulness and a growing maturity. 

Can you name a time in your life when you were pruned? 

When you lay fallow? 

A time you drifted away from God? 

 

Sadly, discipleship seems to be the exception instead of the norm for too many people. Jesus longs for disciples. 

But, in its absence, the vacuum is filled with something less—members. Members show up when convenient or for 



 

 

WORSHIP TIMES: 
Saturday at 6pm 

Sunday at 8am, 9:30am, 11am 
Contemporary-Sunday at 11am 

(Social Distancing will be practiced and face 
coverings are recommended.) 

 
DRIVE-THRU COMMUNION continues to be 
held on Sunday mornings from 12:15pm to 

12:45pm. 

SATURDAY EVENING 

WORSHIP 

WILL BEGIN MEETING AT 

4PM ON NOVEMBER 7.  

as long as a need is met. Disciples are called into relationship—with God, with others, and with a community. 

Members play at religiousness. Disciples engage with faith. 

“When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I 

put the ways of childhood behind me.” 1 Corinthians 13:11 Inherit in the meaning is an expectation to pass 

forward the craft. To be a disciple is to help others become disciples as well. 

From scripture, can you think of a bible verse or story that gives a picture of what a disciple is? 

Name someone from history that embodies a discipleship life—how did you know they were a disciple?  

Who is someone in your life today that is a disciple?  

What behaviors would you expect to see in a disciple of Jesus?  

What character traits do you expect to see in a disciple of Jesus? 

Here are a number of Bible references to disciples and discipleship. As you read through them, hopefully, a 

picture of what a disciple looks like begins to emerge. Look up these references in your bible and write down 

a key phrase or idea. Ponder them this month, and share your insights with others.  I can’t wait to hear what 

you come up with in the days and weeks ahead.  

John 8:31-32, 2 Timothy 2:2, 2 Corinthians 5:14-17, Romans 12:1-2 

 

Looking Forward in Faith, 

Pastor Patti 
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OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY  
IS EXTENDED TO  

The family and friends of Mildred Braskett who died  
on August 22  

 

John Boneske on the recent passing of his mother. 
 

Pam Castle and Marilyn Weisenberger on the passing of  
their sister, Pat Niple.  

The deadline for the NOVEMBER Eagle  
is October 10th.  

 Email announcements & articles to 
sj@stjohnsgc.org or leave a handwritten copy in 

the church office. 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
 

Officers:  Neva Warren, President;  Kevin Stener-
son, Vice President;  Melissa Butsko, Secretary;  Dan 
Yeater, Treasurer. 
Members-At-Large:   Debbie Abbitt, Fred Previts, 
Aaron Clark, Cindy Henricksen, Warren Althoff,  
Richard Werner; Sheila Boneske. 

Church Office hours are Monday through Friday,  

8am to 4pm. 

MEMORIAL GIFTS RECEIVED  
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 6, 2020 

 

Memorial Fund 

Given in memory of Mildred Braskett by Michael and Debo-
rah Gibboney; Marilyn Gibboney; Bernie Watson; Ron and 

Judy Kientz; Joyce Schoch; Steve Marcum; Raymond and 

Karen Bentley; Terry and Teresa Orahood; Ed and Glenda 

Sheets; Paul and Mitzi Schemrich; Larry and Becky Link; 
Ike and Shelah Stage; Alice Sweeley; Charlotte Rausch; 

Suzie Long. 

Given in memory of Jenny Ames by Rebecca Priwer.  

 
Organ and Renovations Debt Reduction 

Given in memory of Mildred Braskett by Dellno and Betty 

Lewis; Linda Wagner; Howard and Nellie McCarley; Carl 

and Nancy Kinman; and Beth Katterhenrich. 
Given in memory of Jenny Ames by Alice Sweeley; and 

Averil MacKenzie. 

Given in memory of Colleen Haag by Dellno and Betty 

Lewis; and Marilyn Wright. 
Given in memory of Joyce Althoff by Warren Althoff.  

 

Bed Brigade 

Given in memory of Mildred Braskett by Keith and Jane 
Stenerson. 

Given in appreciation of Dennis Imbrock. 



 

 

YOUTH NEWS 

We have a variety of ways to keep us all connected and growing in faith!  Talk to    Laurie, Diana, or Gary!  
Every two months, starting in October, students and families have the opportunity to receive...  

 
 A Family Faith Box (box full of fun & faith for the entire family, geared towards    
ages 5 – 12 but can be adapted for all ages).  Every Sunday at 1pm we post on the private 
St. John’s facebook page a video highlighting that week’s theme.   
 
 Individual Sunday School Lessons with a special activity from your teacher (Age 3 
through 12th Grade) For more info about Sunday School, connect with our Sunday School 
Superintendent Tim Allman. 
 
Youth Group Materials for Adventure Club (ages 5—4th grade), Faith Trek (grades 5—
6), Explorers (grades 7—8), and Energizers (grades 9—12).  Virtual meeting id numbers and 

passwords for Adventure Club, Faith Trek, Explorers, and Energizers were enclosed in the cinch bags given to each 
student, along with any materials needed for each virtual meeting. If you can’t attend the virtual meeting each week, 
that’s ok.  Join us when you can!  
 
 HIGH SCHOOL BIBLE STUDY starts in October on Sundays.  Talk to Diana Imbrock for the meeting time 

and GoToMeeting ID number.    
 

 
CONFIRMATION  
 
Confirming their faith at the 9:30am worship service on Sunday, September 27th were Ally Blankenship, Ty-

ler Dent, Alli Ferguson, Jaylynn Jermann, Blake Lang, Ellen  Previts, and Matthew Weaver.  
Praise be to God!   
 
A special thanks to the small group leaders who spent the past 25 months with the Confirma-
tion Class of 2020.  Our gratitude goes to Nate Wanner, Dwight Henrickson, and Debbie Dent.     
 
Oct. 18 is the Ten Commandment Learning Event for first year students.  Oct. 25 is the Apos-
tles Creed Learning Event.  See your weekly email from Gary for details or connect with him at 

gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org.  
 

 

SCRIP GIFT CARDS  
 
We place orders for gift cards the first Tuesday of the month.  Please use the form 
on the youth office door or just give Laurie or Gary a call at 614-875-2314.  Within a 
week ordered gift cards are back to us and in your hands.   
 
Want to order on-line and/or put more monies on an existing SCRIP card?  Please 
talk to Pam Wittenberg or Gary Pecuch.  Anytime you order on-line, please let us 
know, as we need to release your order. You can email Gary at 
gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org.   Thanks for your support!  
 
Buy gift cards from your favorite brands to use for your daily purchases or to gift to others!  It’s easy. It’s convenient!  

SUNDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY:  ROMANS 
Pastor Jersild is leading a study on the book of Romans through October 25.  We 
meet in the Family Life Center on Sunday nights from 6:30-8:00.  Beverages will 
be provided (but no snacks at this time).  There is be plenty of space in the Family 
Life Center to observe social distancing.  We hope you will come and join the dis-
cussion and enjoy the fellowship! 



 

 

ALLY BLANKENSHIP confirmed her faith on September 27, 2020.  
Each student was asked to create a faith tri-fold. Below you’ll see some 
excerpts of what Ally wrote.  May God richly bless Ally in her life with 
Christ, as she continues to hope and trust in Him.  Amen!   
 
Favorite Service Project 
My favorite service project was Christmas Caroling because I like making 
people happy.  It taught me that Christmas isn’t just about  getting gifts.  It 
is about spreading God’s love and celebrating joy. 
 
God-sighting 

I saw God when I was at my tennis practice and one of the other girls saw I was struggling and helped 
me practice.  Before I had prayed to God that I would get better so I could make the team.  (She did!) 
 
Favorite Bible Verse 
2 Corinthians 9:6-8  “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctant-
ly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that 
in all things, at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”  I believe the  
biggest way that you can give back to God for giving us His Son to die for us is just simple acts of     
kindness, while not asking for anything in return.   

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD   
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  

– John 1:5 
 
St. John’s Lutheran Church has an opportunity to be the light in hard-to-reach 
places by sharing God’s love through gift-filled shoeboxes. Each shoebox is an 
opportunity to reach a child with the gospel. For many of these kids, this is the 
first gift they have ever received! 
 
There are three ways to participate:  
 
1. Pick up a prepared shoebox from the church entrance or Link. The instructions for  packing your  
box are included. Fill your box with some of the suggested gift items. Return your filled shoebox to the 
church entrance or Link by November 8. 
 
Suggested gift items: small cars, balls, dolls, new short-sleeved shirts (no writing), small flashlight with 
batteries, soap AND plastic covered soap dish, toothbrush in a toothbrush holder, pencils, erasers, colored 
pencils, pens. 
 
2. Build your shoe box online for just $25. You can bless children around the wor ld without leaving 
home! Go to St. John’s goal page and choose to build your online box:   
https://build-a-shoebox.samaritanspurse.org/view/d728c234-8a17-4383-8eba-4dcef33b2b2c  
 
3. Donate monetarily or with gift items. 100%  of the donations will be allocated to the operation. Do-
nation drop-off locations are also found in the church entrance and Link.  Please contact Annaleise Butsko 
for any questions 614.871.6295. 
 
“Pack your shoe box with love, send it with prayer and share the Good News of Jesus Christ with a hurt-
ing child. That’s the power of a simple gift.” Franklin Graham, President, Samaritan's Purse 

https://build-a-shoebox.samaritanspurse.org/view/d728c234-8a17-4383-8eba-4dcef33b2b2c


 

 

OWLS EVENT – OCTOBER 16  
Has cabin fever hit you?  Looking for a safe outing with others feeling the same way?  The OWLS have been missing 
the fellowship for the past few months but we are trying to get together in a safe environment and enjoy the joy of 
seeing one another – at a safe distance, of course.  Masks are required and will be available if you don’t have one.  
We will have hand sanitizer available, too. 
 

The Grove City Police Department has added a new position that can be a very important resource for the city’s older 
citizens – Elder Services Coordinator.  And Teri Ruslander was hired for the job!  Ms. Ruslander worked for the 
Grove City Division of Police for 33 years; 24 of those years were spent as a detective.  She has worked violent 
crimes like homicides, rapes and robberies.  However, she said it was the exploitation cases targeting the elderly that 
were some of her most difficult cases to work. 
 

She retired from the police department in 2019.  Now she will serve in this civilian role on a part-time basis.  She will 
help senior citizens and their families connect to resources they may not know are available to them.  She will work to 
educate seniors and those working on behalf of seniors, including clergy and assisted living employees. 
 

Our OWLS will meet at 1:00 pm for this program and future programs until further notice. We will not be sharing 
lunch.  If you plan to attend, please sign up on the salmon insert sheet in the weekly bulletin, or call Bonnie Swanson 
(614-562-8002),  Hope to see you there! 

BEACONS and QUILTERS NEWS 
      We still don’t know when the Beacons and Quilters will start meeting again.  If Franklin 

County can stay at the yellow or orange level, October 6th seems like a good date to resume 

meeting.       

      Think about donating your leftover Halloween candy to the Beacons for the Christmas bags. 

If you don’t have any leftover candy, you can usually get good bargains on candy the next day 

at the stores. We make 100 bags for the children at the LSS Food Pantries.  It takes two tables 

full of candy to fill the Christmas bags.  The bags hold crayons, pencils, ballpoint pens, sturdy 

combs, toothbrushes, toothpaste, booklet about Ohio wildlife, stuffed toy, and most important-

ly, candy.  We still need crayons, sturdy combs, Beanie Babies-type stuffed animals, and ballpoint pens.  We accept 

erasers, glue sticks, small notepads, nail clippers. etc.  We accept any number of items that will fit in our 10” X 10” 

bags.  You don’t need to donate 100 items.  We now have 69 boxes of Crayola crayons-on our way to 100.  Place your 

Christmas bag donations in the Beacons-Quilters’ cabinet in the Link.  Thank you to the many who have already given 

donations to the children. Thank you for caring.  

      If you have an interest in learning or already know how to hand quilt, we have empty chairs at the quilting frame.  

All that is required are nimble fingers and willing spirit or come to visit and cut stamps..  

      The past couple of years have been a time of downsizing for the Beacons.  We no longer collect, sort and donate 

used clothing. We are requesting you to please donate your used clothing to The Volunteers of America Store is in the 

strip mall behind Walgreen’s.  The thrift store’s address is 4026 McDowell Road.  Their phone is 614-801-1625. Their 

hours are Mon to Sat-9am-8pm and Sun-noon-6pm.They usually have bins for drop-and-go donations located in their 

side parking lot.  The Methodist Free Store is not accepting donated clothing at this time.  Part of the reason is to help 

keep down any co-vid virus threat to their pre-school students. If you need clothing from the Free Store, call 614-313-

4666 or email jhampson552@gmail.com to make an appointment for a Wednesday from 6-7pm, the only time they 

are open, and to give info on clothing needs. 

      The Quilters usually meet every Tuesday from 9am to 2pm in rooms 103-104. The Beacons meet with the Quilters 

on the third Tuesday help with projects. Bring a sack lunch. All materials are provided.  At the Beacons’ meeting, we 

take monetary offerings for the food pantries and for the Beacons’ general fund.   

      With your donations for the Christmas bags and your caring, we can continue to help the children who need our 

compassion and understanding.   

mailto:jhampson552@gmail.com


 

 

          NOTES OF THANKS:  
 

From Deb Overly, “Thank you for the generous gifts and prayers for my daughter and her baby 
during her high-risk pregnancy. The fetal surgery was a success, but there are still challenges 
ahead.  God has made all of this possible.  Please continue to pray for my daughter and her baby.”  
 
“Thank you all so much for your continued support through prayers, monetary gift cards, and 

thoughtful cards!  It has helped so much over the past few months as I continue to struggle with serious stomach 
issues.  These have led to many hospital stays and days off work, so the gift cards helped out tremendously.  I ap-
preciate all you have done for me and my kids!  God Bless, Megan Jenkins 
 
“Thanks to the members of St. John’s who attended the calling hours for my daughter, Jenny.  Your presence and 
your flowers were special to us.”  Love in Christ, Paula Ames. 
 
“I thank the congregation for their support and prayers during my hospital stay.” – Laura Rush  

WRAPPED IN PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
Please keep knitting and crocheting, and praying from home!  For information call 

Glenda Allman at 614-352-5955 or Diana Imbrock at 614-271-5775. 
 

DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO WOULD BE BLESSED BY  
RECEIVING A PRAYER SHAWL?   

Please call Nancy Kinman at 614-875-8155.  

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE – OCTOBER 13, 2020 
 
This is the time to take care of one another and your blood donation is es-
sential to ensuring the health of those in our community.  The Red Cross 
urges those who are feeling healthy and well to give blood in support of the 
patients fighting cancer, undergoing transplant surgeries and facing other 
serious illnesses.  The Red Cross must collect nearly 13,000 blood dona-
tions for patients in need. 
 
There aren’t enough people donating blood to help patients in need.  Do you 
know someone who has never donated before?  Please encourage them to make an appointment. 
 
St. John’s will be hosting the Red Cross Blood Drive on Tuesday, October 13th  from 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM in the 
Family Life Center.  You can register online at www.redcrossblood.org, using sponsor code StJohnsGC or call 1-
800-RedCross (733-2767.Call Bonnie Swanson at 614-562-8002 if you have any questions.   
 
Save time with RapidPass.  Complete your pre-donation reading and health history at RedCrossBlood.org/
RapidPass or with the Blood Donor App before your appointment.   

WOMEN OF THE NALC 
Here’s a spiritual growth goal: join a Circle of friends.  Joining our Circles 

is an easy way to make new friends and grow spiritually.  Both Circles 

have evening meeting times.  Contact the leaders listed below for infor-

mation. 
Sarah Circle  

Contact Vi Davis 
614-875-2605 

Elizabeth Circle  
Contact Debbie Abbitt 

614-326-9253 

http://www.redcrossblood.org


 

 

 
 
 
 

PLEASE BRING 
INDIVIDUAL ITEMS 
OR COMPLETED 

KITS TO  
ST. JOHN’S.   

PLACE IN ROOMS 
103-4. 

 
OCTOBER 

QUILTS AND 
BLANKETS 

 
NOVEMBER 
BABY CARE 

ITEMS 
 

DECEMBER 
GIFT CARDS TO 
HOME DEPOT, 

LOWE’S, 
WALMART,  OR 

TARGET 
 

JANUARY  
FLOOD BUCKET 

ITEMS 
 
 

NEW AND USED 
BIBLES  

ACCEPTED ANY-
TIME. 

 
THANK YOU FOR 
HELPING OTHERS 
IN THEIR TIME OF 

NEED! 

MISSION TRIPS FUNDRAISER  
TUESDAY, OCT. 13, 2020 

 
Come out to support our mission teams as 

we raise funds for our 2021 trips. 
 

Texas Roadhouse in Grove City 
3-10pm 

4155 Parkway Center Dr. 
614-539-7427 

 
Present the flyer to support our team(s)! 
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Sunday Contemporary at 11am  
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