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When my father married my step-mom Dolores in 1976, she brought her Swedish Christmas traditions to our family.
Up to then, Christmas had been a lazy holiday for my brothers and sisters and me. On Christmas morning we
would wait at the top of the stairs in our pajamas until Dad and Mom gave us the OK, then we would rush down the
stairs like a pack of monkeys and start tearing into the packages under the tree. Afterwards we would spend a
warm, cozy day together, watching TV and enjoying our new toys. At some point we would eat a nice (but modest
and informal) meal together. Actually I don’t remember much in particular about those former Christmas Days.
They were certainly good, but all I remember about them is a feeling of warmth.
Everything changed when Dolores came into the picture, though. My brothers and sisters and I experienced major
culture shock those first few Christmases. For one thing, the lead-up to Christmas Eve was a lot of work. We had
to clean the house for visitors. My step-mom labored in the kitchen for days, preparing strange Swedish foods.
She extracted bones out of herrings for hours with a tweezers—one hair-thin bone at a time—before pickling the
fish. Food items with funny names started filling the refrigerator. The smell of glogg, a Scandinavian fruit-based
liquor, filled the house as it simmered for hours on the stove.
On Christmas Eve we were told to dress nicely. That didn’t go over too well. We were used to being casual. When
the extended family started arriving (Grandma, aunts and uncles, cousins) we felt that the private space we were
accustomed to on Christmas was being invaded. Add to that the linens, the best silverware, crystal, and china on
the tables, and the candles glowing throughout the home, and the strict ritual order in which all the different dishes
were served…it was all so formal! The main course was lutefisk, a whitefish that had been soaked in lye. I’ll never
forget that first glob of lutefisk sliding down my throat like fish jello. It pretty much capped off what we thought of
our new Christmas traditions.
Nevertheless, my siblings and I came to treasure our Swedish family Christmases. Now I count it a big treat to eat
lutefisk on toast, slathered with butter, on Christmas morning.
I realize now that all of that work, all of that attention to detail, all those rituals, and that formal schedule of events,
were about creating a generous space where multi-faceted human connections could happen within the family.
Hundreds of clear, cherished family memories—most joyful, some sad—have risen up from that rich tapestry of
Swedish Christmas Eve over the years. My step-mom’s labor in the kitchen was all about her passionate love and
devotion for us. All the effort and all the best dinnerware and candles shouted one loud message: Christ’s birth is
big! This is a gift! This is the essence of life! This is fulfillment! This is important! It’s worth paying attention to
these little things! It’s worth spending this intentional and unrushed time with each other!
Jesus was born into this chaotic world to save us from sin and death; and in doing so he also affirmed that he
meets us where we’re at, in the flesh, ensconced in all the particulars of our lives. He wants to be more than a
warm feeling in our hearts; he wants to be part of our worldly memories. He wants to be part of our worldly schedule. He wants us to hear God’s Word, to talk about him and to make time for conversation with him. He wants us
to see God working through our fellow believers, and in all the small details of our lives. He wants us to shine his
light for others. When Jesus becomes a real priority, it’s simply a fact that other priorities and habits will need to get
bumped.
Christ came into history to lift us up out of the monkey-rush of a godless existence, and to make our short time here
together holy. This Christmas, let’s respond to the miracle of His birth in Bethlehem by creating intentional space
and time for Him. Deck the halls, light the candles, clean the house; create a special, Christ-centered time for yourself and your family and friends. And of course, make time to be with your church family, where we are always
making holy memories and proclaiming this is big! in a thousand small quiet ways, in what we do together throughout the year.

Merry Christmas!
Pastor Seth Jersild
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Congratulations to Chris
and Arlene (Beavers) Hamilton
on the birth of their baby girl
on November 13, 2019.
Wayne and Carla Beavers are
the proud grandparents.

BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Coley
and Lynnsey Logan on the
baptism of their twins, August Richard and Hattie
Ann, on Nov. 3rd.
Congratulations to Jaylynn Jermann, daughter of
Joseph and Julianne Jermann, who was baptized at
the 8:15am service on Nov. 24th.
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FIRST COMMUNION:
The following four young people have received instruction in the meaning and practice of Holy Communion, and will partake in the Lord’s Supper for the
first time in the upcoming weeks: Brooklyn Cress,
Tyler Hart, Aydin Shade, and Colton Thompson.
We rejoice and ask for God’s blessings on them as
they begin receiving the precious gift of Christ’s
body and blood.

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY IS
EXTENDED TO:
Cathy Howard and family on the death of her husband,
Ernest (Ernie) on Oct. 21st
Ginny Bent, whose sister, Helen Fleming, died on Oct.
16th.
The family and friends of James “Doc” Haenszel who
died on Nov. 14th.
All who mourn are in our prayers.

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Dec. 1
Dec. 8
Dec. 15
Dec. 21
Dec. 24
Dec. 25

Service of Comfort and Remembrance 2pm
Caroling 2pm
Children’s Program and Dinner Theater 5pm
Sit-Down Communion Service 1pm
Christmas Eve Communion and
Candlelight services at 5pm, 7pm, and 9pm
Christmas Day Worship 10am

Adopt-A-Family Drive

In the hopes of helping to make the holidays a little brighter for
some of our fellow members who may be struggling financially,
we will be accepting monetary donations during the month of
December for our annual holiday Adopt-A-Family drive. Envelopes will be available throughout the church and in the church
office. If you or anyone you know of within the congregation
would like to be considered for Adopt-A-Family funds, please contact one of the pastors. The
names are kept completely confidential.

St. John’s Christmas Program/Dinner Theater

Please plan to join us Sunday, December 165h for a special Christmas Celebration. This year’s program will feature The PEACE Puppet Ministry our
Sunday School Students, and much more! Dinner will be served at
5:00 p.m. and the program will begin at 5:45pm . Please bring a dessert to
share when the program ends. All are welcome, so please be sure to invite
friends, family and neighbors! Suggested dinner donations for adults is
$6.00 and $5.00 for children. We can always use extra hands to set up and
clean-up for this event. Please contact Elaine Bennett if you are interested
in helping at Elaine.bennett@stjohnsgc.org.

CHRISTMAS FELLOWSHIP DINNER FOR
SATURDAY NIGHT WORSHIPERS: DECEMBER 14TH
All members and visitors who regularly attend the Saturday worship service are
invited to enjoy a Christmas Fellowship Dinner in the Overflow Room immediately
following worship on Saturday, December 14th (at about 5:00 p.m.). Pastor Seth
will be cooking the main courses, and drinks will be provided, but if you could bring
a side dish or a dessert, that would be great! Please indicate on the salmon bulletin insert whether you will be attending the dinner, or call the church office and let
us know (614) 875-2314. Come and enjoy the fellowship and good food as we
prepare to celebrate Christmas!

Christmas Cookie Sale Coming………
On Saturday, December 14th from 9 a.m. – Noon in rooms 103-104, we will be
holding our annual Christmas Cookie, Fudge, Buckeye, and Peanut Brittle Sale.
We are asking for homemade items only.
Again this year, you will be able to choose your own cookies for your platter.
We will have prepackaged plates also if you would prefer those.
Baked goods can be dropped off by 8:30 a.m. on Friday, December 13th in the
Family Life Center Kitchen.
If you don’t want to bake but want to help in other ways, we are in need of 10
¼ green and red plastic plates or a monetary donation to the Kitchen Fund would be appreciated.
Volunteers are also needed to help prepare our cookie plates on Friday, December 13th and help with our sale on
Saturday, December 14th.
If you are available either Friday or Saturday, please mark the salmon insert in the bulletin or you can call Sue
Sutton, 539-9544 or Suzie Brace, 871-3201.

Proceeds from our sale will go to the Kitchen Fund.

CHRISTMAS CAROL WITH US!
Christmas Caroling to members and friends in the local area will be Sunday, Dec. 8th, starting at 2pm. We
will meet at church, pick a route, car-pool, go spread joy,
and come back for hot chocolate and treats! It’s that easy.
Being able to carry a tune is not a pre-requisite. We also
need people who can drive, smile, hug, and spread Christmas cheer! All ages are invited!

God’s Christmas Carol
Carolers ringing bells on the street
Echoing greetings to all they meet,
Snowflakes falling softly in the night,
A Christmas star shining bright,
Angels from heaven drawing near
With God’s message, “Do not fear!”
As the bells of carolers ring
Heaven on earth to bring
God’s Christmas carol sent from above,
Telling his children of his love.
Ada Weygandt

Summer 2020




YOUTH GROUPS



Youth Groups do not meet in December. Please join
us at Christmas Caroling on Dec. 8th, the Christmas
Program on Dec. 16th, and at Sunday School and
Worship!



Academy at Heartland, June
1-4
Camp Faith at LMC, June 19–
21
Faith in Action at St. John’s,
June 29—July 1
Vacation Bible School at St.
John’s, July 6—10
T. Zone in Marysville, July 12—17
Registration opens Jan. 5th! Contact Laurie at
lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org for more information.

All Youth Groups will resume again in
January, starting on Jan. 8th and 9th.
Please note that any day that South-Western City
Schools cancel school due to bad weather, we will
also not meet that night.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR

Practice Dec. 5, 12, and 19 at 5pm.
Children’s Choir is in full swing and
working hard learning new songs!
They will be singing at the Christmas
Program and upcoming worship services! For more information about children’s choir,
talk to Karl Eiginger.

CATECHISM DATES
First Year Learning Event on January 5th:
Holy Communion
Second Year Learning Event on January 12th:
Lord’s Prayer

Service Opportunities
Bike Project on Saturday, Dec. 7th. Talk to Julia
Patterson or Arica Dougherty.
Christmas Caroling on Sunday, Dec. 8th. Meet
promptly in the FLC at 2pm for instructions and sendoff to carol to our homebound members and faith
webbing family.
Blankets of Love in December and January: Sign up
on the confirmation clip boards!

SUPPORT THE YOUTH
Join the Kroger Community Rewards Program.
https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards.The
number for St. John’s is EY530. The Kroger Community Rewards Program is easy to join and it
costs you nothing!
Another way to help support the youth ministries at
St. John’s is to purchase Scrip gift cards. Scrip has
cards for everything from i-tunes, to gas cards, to
the major stores, to your favorite restaurants. Obtain an order form from the youth office door (top
slot).
Return Scrip forms and payment to the
church office or a paid youth staff person. Scrip
orders are placed on the first Tuesday of the
month and orders arrive within the week.
Or you can order SCRIP on-line! Talk to Pam
Wittenberg at 614-579-7285 on how to order online and/or put more monies on an existing SCRIP
card.
Finally, link your Amazon orders to St. John’s. The
church will receive .05% of what you order on selected Amazon items.
You can do this directly through your Amazon account or set up an AmazonSmile account using
your
Amazon password and log-in at https://
smile.amazon.com/.
Contact
Gary
at
gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org if you need assistance.

Together in Ministry with You! Laurie, Gary, and

Trad Worship 8:15am
Sunday School 9:30am
Men’s Chorale 9:45am
Contemp. Worship 11am
Trad. Worship 11am
Children’s Church 11:15am
Adult Basketball 5pm

29

Lunchtime AA Group 12pm
Daily Reprieve AA 7pm
Nar-Anon 7pm

30

Lunchtime AA Group 12pm
Daily Reprieve AA 7pm
Nar-Anon 7pm

23

22

Trad Worship 8:15am
Sunday School 9:30am
Men’s Chorale 9:45am
Contemp. Worship 11am
Trad. Worship 11am
Children’s Church 11:15am
Adult Basketball 5pm

BSF Leaders 9am
Lunchtime AA Group 12pm
Sarah Circle 6pm
Daily Reprieve AA 7pm
Respect Life Team 7pm
Puppets 7pm
Nar-Anon 7pm

16

15

Trad. Worship 8:15am
Sunday School 9:30am
Men’s Chorale 9:45am
Trad. Worship 11am
Contemporary Worship 11am
Children’s Church 11:15am
GS Troop 1826 12:30pm
Christmas Prog./Dinner Theater 5pm
Adult Basketball 5pm (off-site)
BSA 392 Leaders 5pm

BSF Leaders 9am
Lunchtime AA 12pm
Great Expect. 4H 6pm
Daily Reprieve AA 7pm
Prayer/Bible Study 7pm
Finance Team 7pm
Puppets 7pm
Nar-Anon 7pm

9

8

Trad Worship 8:15am
Sunday School 9:30am
Men’s Chorale 9:45am
Contemp. Worship 11am
Trad Worship 11:00am
Children’s Church 11:15am
Private Event 12pm
Christmas Caroling 2pm
Adult Basketball 5pm

BSF Leaders 9am
Lunchtime AA Group 12pm
Elizabeth Circle 6:30pm
Daily Reprieve AA 7pm
Puppets 7pm
Nar-Anon 7pm

2

Mon

Trad Worship 8:15am
Sunday School 9:30am
Men’s Chorale 9:45am
Contemp. Worship 11am
Trad Worship 11:00am
Children’s Church 11:15am
GS Troop 1826 12:30pm
Service of Comfort & Rem. 2pm
Adult Basketball 5pm
BSA 392 Leaders 5pm

1

Sun

EAGLE DEADLINE

Small Group 10am
Small Group 2pm
Cub Scouts 6pm
BSA 392 7pm
Healing Words Al Anon 7:30pm

31

Candlelight and Communion
Worship 5pm, 7pm. 9pm
Healing Words Al Anon 7:30pm

24 Christmas Eve

Small Group 10am
Small Group 2pm
GS Daisy Troop 6pm
Mom2Mom 6:30pm
Cub Scouts 6pm
BSA 392 7pm
Healing Words Al Anon 7:30pm

17

Beacons/Quilters 9am
Refit Exercise 9am
Small Group 10am
Small Group 2pm
Fat Qrtrs Quilt Guild 5pm
Cub Scouts 6pm
GS Daisy Troop 6pm
BSA 392 7pm
Healing Words Al Anon 7:30pm

10

Quilters 9am
Refit Exercise 9am
Small Group 10am
OWLS Plng 12:30pm
Small Group 2pm
Cub Scouts 6pm
Daisy Troop 6pm
SW Historical Soc. 7pm
BSA 392 7pm
Healing Words Al Anon 7:30pm

3SCRIP ORDER DEADLINE

Tue

Promise Keepers 7am
Small Group 8am
Homeschoolers 9:30am
Eagle Mailing 9:30am
Small Group 1pm
Celebration Ringers 6:15pm
Small Group 6:45pm
Dartball 7pm
Cont. Worship Rehearsal 7pm

19

.

Small Group 7am
Bulletin Team 9:30am
AA 8:30pm

27

Small Group 7am
Bulletin Team 9:30am
OWLS 11:30am
AA 8:30pm

Trad. Worship 4pm
AA Serenity Seekers 7pm

28

Private Event 12pm
Private Event 1pm
Sit-Down Service 1pm
Trad. Worship 4pm
AA Serenity Seekers 7pm

21

Christmas Cookie Sale 9am
Quilt Sale 9am
Prayer Shawl Min. 9am
Trad. Worship 4pm
with dinner to follow
AA Serenity Seekers 7pm
Small Group 7am
Bulletin Team 9:30am
Piano Recital 5pm
AA 8:30pm

20

14

Bike Project
Caregiving Class 10am
Trad. Worship 4pm
AA Serenity Seekers 7pm

7

Sat

13

Small Group 7am
Bulletin Team 9:30am
SE Ohio Ministerium 10am
AA 8:30pm

6

Fri

DECEMBER 2019

Worship 10am
Private Event 12pm

FAITH MISSION

Promise Keepers 7am
Small Group 8am
Homeschoolers 9:30am
Small Group 1pm
Children’s Choir 5pm
Celebration Ringers 6:15pm
Dartball 7pm
Cont. Worship Rehearsal 7pm

12

Small Group 8am
Homeschoolers 9:30am
Small Group 1pm
Children’s Choir 5pm
Celebration Ringers 6:15pm
Dartball 7pm
Small Group 6:45pm
Cont. Worship Rehearsal 7pm

5 Promise Keepers 7am

Thu

25 Christmas Day 26 Church offices closed

BSF 9:30am
Women’s Chorale 6:15pm
Small Group 6:30pm
Chancel Choir 7pm

18

BSF 9:30am
Women’s Chorale 6:15pm
Small Group 6:30pm
Chancel Choir 7pm

11

BSF 9:30am
Women’s Chorale 6:15pm
Small Group 6:30pm
Chancel Choir 7pm

4

Wed

OWLS EVENT – DECEMBER 20, 2019
The Older Wiser LutheranS (OWLS) invite you to join them and enjoy
the fellowship of your friends. You are guaranteed to laugh a lot,
make new friends and catch up with your wiser friends!! No age requirement! Bring a friend
and come see what a bunch of OWLS look like in a friendly setting.
St. John’s members, Sally and Tom Weisenberger, will be entertaining us for our Christmas
meeting which promises to be a lot of fun. Come and find out what they mean by “Pay It
Forward”!! HMMMM. The planning committee has planned a few surprises too and we
hope you join us. If you haven’t tried this group– we hope you consider signing up and joining your St. John’s friends for a great meal and lots of fellowship.
Please arrive around 11:15 am so we can start our meeting promptly at 11:30 am. Bring a
covered dish to share – fried chicken and meatloaf and drinks will be provided. Hope to see
you there!!
Reservations are a must for this meeting. Please use the salmon insert to make your reservation or call the church office. If you make a reservation and your plans change (even the
morning of the event) please call either Bonnie Swanson (614-562-8002) or the church office (614-875-2314). Invite a friend ! Hope to see you there!
BEACONS and QUILTERS NEWS
The Christmas Quilt Sale is coming! It will be December 14, 2019 from 9
am-noon in the Link and on the December 15, 2019 after each church service in the Link. We have hand-knotted quilts of different sizes. The money
raised goes to Adopt-A-Family, The Grove City and LSS food pantries, and
other church-related activities. The quilts make a warm Christmas gift. The
cookie sale is during this time, also.
The Beacons and Quilters wish to thank everyone for their donations to
help fill the 100 Christmas bags to be given to the children whose families
use the LSS food pantry on Champion Avenue. We hope the bags bring a
bit of Christian love and joy to the children.
The Beacons and Quilters wish to thank Grove City Family Dentistry on Columbus Street for
their donation of 100 toothbrushes and toothpaste for the Christmas bags. These are much appreciated donations. The children will enjoy their child-friendly brushes.
The date for the December Beacons’ meeting has changed. The December Beacons’ meeting
will be the second Tuesday, December 10, 2019 and it will be a busy one. We will fill the Christmas
bags in room 103-104. In the early afternoon, we will take our donations of Christmas bags to the
Champion Food Pantry. Everyone is invited to come and help fill the bags. Please come and visit.
The Quilters meet every Tuesday from 9am to 2pm in rooms 103-104. The Beacons usually
meet with the Quilters on the third Tuesday to cut stamps and help with projects. Bring a sack
lunch. All materials are provided. At the Beacons’ meeting, we take monetary offerings for the food
pantries and for the Beacons’ general fund. The Tuesday meetings on December 17, 2019, December 24, 2019 and December 31, 2019 have been cancelled.
Dear God, I don’t ask you to make my life easier in 2020, but I ask you to give me strength to
face all my troubles. Amen
The Beacons wish everyone a Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year

Fall Mission Bazaar Up-Date!
Thanks to all who made our 4th Annual
Fall Craft Bazaar a success!
Over $1200.00 was raised to send
our mission teams out
to share the Good News of Jesus!

Tuesday, December 10th
St. John's Lutheran Church
FUNDRAISING NIGHT

4 pm – 10 pm
PRESENT THIS FLYER AT THE RAISING CANE’S CHICKEN FINGERS RESTAURANT IN GROVE CITY
WITH THIS FLYER- 15% OF YOUR
SALES WILL BE DONATED TO THE

Missions Teams
Raising Cane’s located at: 1944 Stringtown Road
(Near the corner of Gantz)

December 10th, 2019

July 12-17, 2020
If you are a high-schooler and interested in serving Jesus,
helping area neighbors and being transformed,
have we got a camp for you! Transformation Zone!
The cost is only $125.00 for the week and space is limited.
If you are interested, contact Diana Imbrock for more information or
give her your $50.00 deposit to hold your spot.
Hurry! Registration has started! Don’t be left out!

Sarah Circle
Monday, Dec. 16
Rooms 103-4
7:00pm

Elizabeth Circle
Monday, Dec. 2
Rooms 101-2
6:30pm

WOMEN OF THE NALC
Here’s a spiritual growth goal: join a Circle of friends. Elizabeth Circle meets the 1st Monday each month. Sarah Circle meets the 4th Monday each month. Joining our Circles is an
easy way to make new friends and grow spiritually. Contact Vi Davis at 614-875-2605, or
Debbie Abbitt at 614-326-9253, for more information.

Winter and cold weather have arrived in our area. Bruce and Karen Whyte have begun
their annual coat & blanket collection. The items are taken to a church in Franklinton
and given to those in need in that area. Please leave your donations in the box in the
church library. Any questions, please call Bruce & Karen Whyte at 614-878-9392.
This is a wonderful way to share your blessings.

THANK YOU FOR GIVING SO GENEROUSLY!
OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR THE YEAR 2020 are available now in the Overflow. If you don’t see a box with your
name, please sign the notepad and a box will be prepared
and ready for you to pick up the following weekend.
OFFERINGS FOR 2019 must be received in the church office by Dec. 31, or if mailed, have a postmark of Dec. 31, 2019.

MITTEN TREE
Sunday, Dec. 8, is your last chance to bless our neighbors via the Mitten Trees
in the North Entrance and the Link! New mittens, gloves, warm hats, earmuffs,
scarves and socks for all ages can be left on the trees through
December 8th. The items will be taken to the LSS Champion
Food Pantry, where they will be distributed to anyone in need.
Please contact Ellen Previts with any questions at 614-8518665. Thank you for helping our neighbors stay warm!

Christmas will be brighter for 164 children around the world thanks to the
overwhelming generosity of the people of St. John’s. Melissa, Annaleise, and
members of the Wednesday Youth Groups gathered together
to load up, deliver, and pray over the boxes as they were sent on their way to the
children. Special thanks to the Butsko Family who answered the call to head up
the project again this year. Who knows? Your box may be on its way to a future
mother, father, teacher, nurse, doctor, pastor, or missionary!
Whole communities will be impacted by your gift; thank you for giving!
Prayers and Pins – 2020
St John’s Bowling Club
The club will bowl at 6:00 PM on Fridays beginning January 3 and
ending
March 27—total of 10 weeks.
Cost is $14 per person and should be paid weekly.
If you are not present, you may pay the following week. $7 will go to
our mission funds and $7 to WWCB.
We will bowl 2 games each week.
Teams will consist of 4 players and substitutes are welcome.
Plan to have a great time – no worries if you are a rookie – it’s all about
fun!
Contact Jo Dimond @ 614-270-3291, 614-237-3716 or jodimond@aol.com or

MORE THAN "PRAYER PARTNERS" FOR WOMEN

Come join us in this all “new adventure.”
In our 1 hour fellowship we will have 3 segments. First we will learn the importance of
spending time in praise and in prayer. Secondly, we will have a time of group sharing
and sharing with our small group (3) prayer partners. Lastly, we will go to God with our
Praises and Prayer request.
Starts Jan 9th-March 27th 2020.
We will meet on the 2nd and 4th Thurs of each month using room 103-104 at 10:00
am.
There is really no better place to be than connected with our Lord in His presence.
Lives will change. Questions call: Sally Weisenberger (614) 871-2463

In June of 1967, Pat entered the Air Force Reserves. He attended basic training at Lackland Air
Force Base in San Antonio, Texas. Upon completion of basic training, he was assigned to Clinton County
Air Force Base in Wilmington, Ohio. As part of the 907th Squadron, Pat was an Air Operations Specialist,
filing flight plans for pilots’ missions. Pat rose to the rank of Tech Sargent and was honorably discharged
in December 1973 at Lockbourne Air Force Base, Columbus, Ohio.
I
n 1968, while repairing a bicycle for a friend, Pat met Cyrilla (Cy) Sollars. They continued their
friendship, which grew into love, and were married May 2, 1970. They have two children, Michael and
wife Andrea of Farmington, Michigan, who have two daughters, Katie and Meagan. Daughter Elizabeth
and husband Mark Waters live in Maineville, Ohio and have two sons, Grant and Corbin.
Pat spent thirty-five years in the transportation industry. He held various sales and management
positions. He retired in 2007, as a manager of a FedEx facility in Columbus, Ohio.
Pat and Cy have been members of St John’s for 35 years. Pat has served on the church council,
been a member of the Nominating Committee for council and delegates and has been a long serving
communion assistant.
Our 3rd Honored Veteran is John Gutheil
John was born on February 16th, 1936. He was raised on a farm west of Grove City by his parents Walter and Laura Gutheil with his older brother Dane. He attended school in Grove City and graduated in 1954.
He was married to Erna for 42 years and they had two daughters – Kathy and Kristy. John has 5
grandchildren: Erin, Ellyn, Emily, Elayne and Grant.
John later married Lundy Mulfinger and they were married 12 years.
John’s occupation was a Vehicle Maintenance Supervisor at Rickenbacker Air Force Base. He
served 35 years in the Air Force and the Air National Guard. He served in Korea and France. He was a
Senior Master Sergeant.
John has been a loyal, faithful member of St. John’s Church since the age of one year old. His
parents and his grandparents on both sides of the family were also members. AND his great grandfather, Irwin Gutheil, was one of the founding members. John very proudly served as an acolyte with Larry
Smith in the 1950s.

Congratulations to our Honored Veterans and thank you to all out Veterans!!

St. John's Honors Golden Veterans
Our 7th Annual Veterans recognition luncheon was held on Sunday, November 10th and approximately 90 Veterans and their family members attended. Pastor Seth Jersild emceed the program and did a
wonderful job ! Pastor Patti Morlock presented the Golden Veteran Awards .
St. John's honored 3 Golden Veterans: Ronald Nighbert, Patrick Larick, John Gutheil.
Our first Honored Veteran is Ronald Nighbert.
Ronald Eugene Nighbert was born July 2, 1947 to Richard and Erline Burley in Columbus,
Ohio. Ronnie, as he is now affectionately called, was one of three children; his sibling Dennis, three years
younger, and his sister Sherline, 16 years younger. When Ronnie was five years old, his parents divorced,
and his mom remarried General Sherman Nighbert when he was eight. Ronnie was adopted into the
Nighbert clan at age thirteen. He was a life scout and senior patrol leader in the Boy Scouts. Raised on
the West Side, Ronnie attended Westgate Elementary, Westmoor Jr. High, and graduated from West High
School in 1965.
Upon graduation, he attended OSU for a year after which he enlisted into the Marine Corps. Ronnie
was a Lance Corporal in the Marines, serving two years active duty followed by four years of Inactive Reserve. In September of 1966, Ronnie attended Boot Camp at the Marine Corp Recruit Depot in San Diego,
California and then went to Camp Pendleton for Infantry Training and Cook School. He was deployed In
April of 1967 as part of the Ninth Motor Battalion to Viet Nam three miles from the DMZ in a place called
Dong Ha. There he practiced his culinary skills on 400 Marines. After thirteen months of service, he returned home in May of 1968, where he finished his active duty at Paris Island.
After serving his country, Ronnie returned to college, graduating from Bliss College in 1972 with a
degree in business. Ronnie married his beautiful wife, Sherry, on June 27th, 1970 and they became the
proud parents of twins, Robert and Rachelle in 1973. One of his greatest pride and joys arrived February
14, 2000: his granddaughter, Marissa. She proved to be a God-given blessing as that same year, Ronnie
was diagnosed with throat cancer as a result of the effects of Agent Orange. Up against his greatest enemy yet, Ronnie tapped into his Marine training and fought valiantly. After two operations and extensive radiation treatments, the cancer went into remission and has remained so. Ronnie went back to work and
retired in 2009 after working in the banking industry as a bank auditor for 35 years. Congratulations Ronnie!!
Our 2nd Honored Veteran is Patrick Larick.
Patrick Larick was born October 29, 1944 to Paul and Mary Lou Larick. Pat was born and raised on
a farm in Southwestern Ohio, near Sabina. He has one sibling, Julie Ann Larick Frye of Mount Orab, Ohio.
Reflecting, being raised on a farm provided a well-rounded background for his life. Pat graduated from
Greeneview High School in Jamestown, Ohio in 1962. Upon graduation he attended Ohio Northern University, where he graduated in 1967 with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration.

WRAPPED IN PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Saturday, December 14th in Rooms 103 & 104 from 9:00am-11:00am.
Everyone is Welcome
Bring your knitting/crochet materials and any completed shawls to be blessed
with prayer. We would be happy to teach anyone interested to knit or crochet.
Please join us! For more information call Glenda Allman at 614-352-5955 or
Diana Imbrock at 614-271-5775.
DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO WOULD BE BLESSED BY
RECEIVING A PRAYER SHAWL?
Please call Nancy Kinman at 614-875-8155.

NOTES OF THANKS:
“I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was
given you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Cor. 1:4)
“Many thanks to all of you for your wonderful warm welcome upon my official call as
your Associate Pastor. The Installation Service was absolutely a beautiful time of
worship and praise; and the reception afterward was a delightful (and delicious) celebration! Thank you for the many cards (and gift cards), the welcome gifts and baked
goodies. I am so blessed by your outpouring of love and welcome.” -Pastor Patti
“Thank you all so much for all the prayers, cards, & concern for our husband &
dad, Ernie Howard. Special thanks to Pastor Seth for his ministries to Ernie & to the
family and to Pastor Patti for the beautiful Celebration of Life service. They meant so much! Our appreciation for the
lovely lunch by the Bereavement Group! Thank you for sharing your lovingly made prayer shawls & for the hospital
visits. We are all deeply touched by your faith, generosity, & support. – Cathy Howard and family

THANK YOU SO MUCH! Sometimes a 'taste of home' is the biggest thank you that you can give a deployed
soldier. The amount of homemade cookies, candies and fudge that was donated last weekend to send to our troops
overseas was incredible! We can not thank you enough for your support. Our Sunday School children, (K-6th grade)
spent last Sunday packing up these sweet treats, making Christmas cards, and hot chocolate and marshmallow gift
bags that left on Tuesday to make it overseas by Christmas. It was a great morning of service. Thanks also to the
Sunday School teachers and adult volunteers that worked with our kids to make this happen; to Dan Czaplicki for his
wonderful video work; and to the Prayer Shawl team for the knitted prayer cloths that were included in the Christmas
boxes. You are truly a kind, loving and generous congregation!
Our 7th annual Veterans Recognition Luncheon was held on Sunday, November 10, approximately 90 Veterans and their family members attended. Pastor Seth Jersild emceed the program and did a wonderful job! Pastor
Patti Morlock presented the Golden Veteran Awards.We have three Golden Veterans: Ronald Nighbert, Patrick Larick
and John Gutheil. These special honored Veterans were given an Eagle plague for their services!
The Demorest Road American Legion Post 532 led the Pledge of Allegiance, taps and the gun salute. The
Grove City High School ROTC served the Veterans meals and Franklin Heights High School student and St. John's
member, Susannah Mitchell sang the Star Spangled Banner! She did a beautiful job!! Thank you to Mistie Clark's
little Girl Scouts for visiting.
Special thank you to Vi Davis, Jane Stenerson and all the kitchen helpers. Thanks to Steve Marcum for cochairing this event. Thanks to the Elaine Bennett, Diana Imbrock, Laurie and Gary Pecuch, Debbie Abbitt, Lynne
Ehrich, Bonnie Swanson, and Susan Koehler for helping, and all the Elizabeth and Sarah Circle ladies for the delicious pies. Thank you Aaron Clark for running the sound system and slide presentation.
Special thank you to our Veterans for the sacrifices they made for all of us and for their service to our country!
This program is presented in their honor, this is the least we can do. Thanks to all our Veterans!
Thanks to everyone for their well-wishes, cards, and help while I have been recovering over the last few months.
Thanks from my heart. – Sandy Hayes
“I’d like to thank Pastor Seth and Pastor Patti for their visits during my stay at the hospital and rehab as well
as my friends who visited, called, or sent cards. It’s so true ‘there’s no place like home’!! Bonnie and I are blessed
with our St. John’s Family. God is good. All the time.” – Robert Swanson

Mexico Musings…
Prior to this year, I’d been to Mexico four years and had convinced myself that with just having graduat-

ed from undergrad at Miami and with starting a full-time job along with my master’s program
beginning in the fall, I once again needed the summer off from going to Mexico. It was time to
spend my summer testing out my adult life legs instead. This decision is what I had convinced
myself was God’s answer to the “Should I?” that I had been praying about after having already
been broken-hearted from missing the previous year as well. How blessed I am, however, to
have God prove me wrong.
At this point in my life, I’d also decided the next step in my spiritual growth was learning how
to be more aware of God’s presence in my everyday life so that I would be ready for the taps on my shoulder calling me to obey
what the Lord had called me to. Clearly I’d not been doing justice to this spiritual growth by ignoring the tugging on my heart to
go to Mexico. However, after moving back to Grove City in May and experiencing a major life altering event, I drew even closer
to God’s presence to find Him begging me to listen and go to Mexico this year. Boy, was I quickly knocked down off of my
“you’re an adult now” horse. Now, well past the deadline to commit, with only a few weeks until the first preparation meeting,
I’d made a full 180 degree to return for my fifth year. It was time for me to see the niños from La Roca again. God was far from
being done with the surprises and lessons He had in store for me.
Our Mexico Mission Family had made it through our second meeting, only a few weeks out from leaving, when I was met with
some heart-breaking news: the niños from La Roca who I’d come to love, adore, and cherish, were not returning to the ranch due
to a number of complications. We’d have a whole new group of kids and this honestly terrified me. Confident in the Lord’s perfect plan, however, I put my trust in Him and continued to prepare my heart for His work. After all, this trip was never about me;
it was about doing the work God called me to do with true obedience. Once again humbled, I was learning more about not prioritizing what I might get out of serving, but staying focused heavenly toward what needed to be done no matter what. There was a
different group of orphans out there that needed the love I was prepared to boundlessly give and all God wanted was for me to
say “yes.” Through this, God being the humorous and gracious Father He is, would still completely change my life despite having just told me to stop thinking about what I might get out of it.
So off to Mexico we went, eleven members of a now tightly bound family, to begin our journey with 24 niños in need of love.
With so many niños, I knew I was bound for an exhausting week, and destined to be paired with three niños once again. What I
didn’t expect was to be pushed far beyond my comfort zone. See, by this time going on this trip was not something I thought of
as challenging, physically, mentally, nor emotionally. But yet again God was working in my life otherwise. In past years I’d
been given older boys as my niños and they didn’t need as much attention or affection as younger ones. This year, however, I
was given three younger boys ages 8 and younger: Samuel, Daniel, and Emanuel. The second I sat down with these boys, they
clung to me in desperate hugs. For the remainder of the week, it would go on like this. These boys needed to be consistently by
my side, holding on to me, playing with me, and being held by me. Because of this, my heart was so overwhelmed by the love
they gave me and the love they needed. By Thursday night, I found myself more exhausted than I’d ever been in my life, but still
desiring to go further beyond my limits to do everything for these boys that they needed. So as we went to the camp worship
concert that night, I was the one desperately clinging to them. What followed was the most pure joy and love I’d ever experienced in the name of the Lord. I held all three of them in my arms the entire time, shouting out praises to God with reckless
abandonment, carrying them, swinging them, and eventually falling to my knees holding Samuel, Daniel, and Emanuel as we
swayed and sang “I Could Sing of Your Love Forever.” That night, as I carried Emanuel to bed with one arm, and with my other
arm around the other two boys, I was awakened by the Holy Spirit to be in awe of the grandeur of our God.
God truly overtook my entire soul this trip as I surrendered every bit of myself to Him. I formed deep, meaningful connections
and relationships with nearly every niño and never stopped giving every bit of energy, joy, and love within me to the Mexico
Mission Family and to the kids. I was so overcome by how simply good God is. I will never cease to treasure every fleeting moment I spent on this trip. My spiritual life has been entirely transformed. God has spoken so much new life into me and has
called me to new paths in my life that I’m ready to continue saying “yes” to. I look forward to the perfect plan God has in store
for me with greater excitement than ever before. I will remain in prayer for this plan and the niños of The Refuge orphanage, and
will be prepared to leap into wherever God calls me; and I pray that this may mean Mexico again next year.
Romans 12:2
“Do not conform to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and
approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing, and perfect will.”
Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.”
Karl Eiginger

Do you have a heart for the children of Mexico
and sharing the Good News with our brothers and sisters in Christ?
Sign up to join the Mexico Mission Family 2020!
Mission dates are July 24th through August 3rd, 2020.
Contact Diana Imbrock with questions or to sign up.

MEMORIAL GIFTS GIVEN AS OF NOVEMBER 17, 2019
Memorial Fund
Given in memory of Ernest Howard by Dellno and Betty Lewis; Ike and Shelah Stage; Susan Koehler; Annette Utzinger; Mr. and Mrs. Holycross; and Marilyn Kemz.
Given in memory of Genevieve Sheets by Ed and Glenda Sheets.
Given in honor of Phyllis Herbert’s birthday by Karen Bentley.
Organ Debt Reduction Fund
Given in memory of Irene Hager by Beth Katterhenrich.
Given in honor of Bob Eesley’s birthday by Beth Katterhenrich.
Given in memory of Ernest Howard by Beth Katterhenrich; and Richard and Evelyn Lyday.
General Endowment Fund
Given in honor of Bob Eesley by Ike and Shelah Stage.
Memorial Fund, Special Projects
Given in memory of Ernest Howard by Karen Bentley.
Youth Fund
Given in honor of the Brock and Grace Starr by Kevin and Holly Starr

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA SALEThe Sanctuary of St. John’s will be filled with the beauty of red poinsettias as we celebrate the coming of the Christ Child. Each plant will be in a 6.5 inch pot and is available for purchase. The cost of
each poinsettia will be $7.50. You may place an order by sending a completed form along with your
check to the office, or placing it in the offering plate. Make checks payable to St. John’s and mark
“For Poinsettia Order.”
The flowers may be taken after our Christmas service on December 25.
Orders must be received no later than December 16th.
Please check one:
___ I will be picking my flowers up by December 30th.
___ I wish to donate my flowers to shut-ins.
Phone No. ________________________________ (In case of questions)
No. of poinsettias _____________ $7.50 ea. =___________
Method of payment (mark one) Cash _______ Check ________
Name(s) of person(s) ordering:
Given by: ____________________________________________________________
(list how you wish names to appear in service folder - i.e. The Davis Family, or Art and Frieda Davis)
In Honor of: __________________________________________________________
In Memory of: _________________________________________________________

SERVICE OF COMFORT AND REMEMBRANCE
DECEMBER 1, 2019 AT 2PM
A special service of Comfort and Remembrance will be
held on Sunday, Dec. 1st at 2pm in the Sanctuary. This
is a special worship service set aside for family and
friends who have had loved ones pass away this past
year.
THOUGHTS FOR THE HOLIDAYS
WHILE DEALING WITH GRIEF

PLAN AHEAD. Bereaved individuals who experience the most difficulty with the holiday
season are those who have given little thought to the challenges they will encounter. Consider ahead of time what may be expected of you, both socially and emotionally, as well as
your own preferences.
ACCEPT YOUR LIMITATIONS. Grief consumes most of our available energy no matter
what the season. The holidays place additional demands on your time and emotions. Plan
to lower your expectations to accommodate current needs.
MAKE CHANGES. Your circumstances have changed. Expect to make necessary alterations in holiday plans to accommodate those changes. Consider changing your surroundings, rituals and/or traditions to diminish stress. Serve notice on family and friends that this
year things may be somewhat different.
TRIM DOWN TO ESSENTIALS. Limit social and family commitments to suit your available
energy. Shop early or use catalog sales. Re-evaluate priorities and for-go unnecessary activities and obligation.
ASK FOR AND ACCEPT HELP. Accept offers for assistance with holiday shopping, decorating, cleaning, cooking, etc. Chances are loved ones are looking for ways to lessen your
burden at this time of year. Allow those who care about you to offer their support in concrete
ways.
INFORM OTHERS OF YOUR NEEDS. Give family and friends the tools they need to help
you through the holidays. Be specific with them about your preferences and desires, and
keep them up-to-date when those needs change.
BUILD IN FLEXIBILITY. Learn to “play it by ear.” There is no concrete formula for learning
to deal with loss. You are the foremost authority on what is best for you, and your needs
may legitimately change from day to day. Accept the fluctuations that must occur when
walking in unknown territory. And learn to take each moment as it comes.
GIVE YOURSELF PERMISSION “TO BE”. Allow breathing space and expect fluctuations in
mood and perspective. The bereaved work overtime. Not only is life more complicated but
all energy is siphoned into mental and emotional resolution. Grieving is nature’s way of
healing the mind and heart from the greatest injury of all. Allow yourself the privilege of
limping until your wounds have healed and you can learn to run again.
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JOIN US FOR WEEKLY WORSHIP
Traditional Service: Saturdays at 4:00pm,
Sundays at 8:15am & 11am
Contemporary Service: Sundays at 11am
Sunday School: Sundays at 9:30am
Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion Services:
5pm, 7pm, and 9pm
Christmas Day Service: 10am

