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I recently read a book called The Power of Habit by Charles Duhigg. Habits shape almost everything we do as individuals, and
also how we interact with each other in our businesses, in government, and yes, in God’s Church.
Habits make us more efficient and help us feel more at home in the world. If I had to change my morning routine every day, I
would be spending way too much energy thinking about little details. As it is, I pour the milk over my cereal and brush my teeth
automatically. Because these morning acts are habitual, I can turn my spiritual energy towards more important things as I look
forward to the coming day.
You know how time seems to go faster as we get older? It’s an example of the power of habit. As more of our life becomes habitual behavior, we don’t register incoming data from outside ourselves as much. We get more focused on our internal life. The
days start to appear more the same, one after the next. This isn’t necessarily a bad thing, of course. It just explains why time becomes more of a blur to us. We are becoming more efficient. It is well known that if we want to “stretch” time, all we need to do
is let go of our need to be efficient, and try new things more often.
In a typical business (or church) environment, a complex bundle of habits help maintain a daily balance between other people and
ourselves. Of course, some corporate routines are destructive. Even though they help us achieve a balance with each other, it
doesn’t mean that the balance is healthy. For example, a nurse can get into the habit of always giving in to a doctor who habitually gripes at her for the smallest things. Even though they have achieved a kind of “balance” in their relationship, their habits are
destructive and can lead to very bad results for patients. In a church congregation, the desire to be efficient and comfortable in our
Christian faith (for example, not spending time welcoming others, or spending as little time as possible in worship) can lead to
long-term corporate habits of coldness and carelessness.
Duhigg relates many fascinating stories of how effective managers can transform the whole culture of their companies by shifting
just a few key corporate habits. Likewise, I’ve noticed in my own life that when I change one key habit…like how much exercise
I do…it seems to have a blanket effect on everything else. One good habit can spawn a bunch, in both our individual and our corporate lives.
Can we talk about our faith in Jesus in terms of habit? I think it can help. The Word of God is anything but a habit. The Word of
God is the power of eternal life breaking into our dying existence. When we hear it, the Word both exposes us as broken creatures
and lifts us up with Jesus to new life. While the Holy Spirit brings renewal, He also shakes us up and makes us aware of how
dead we were to the life and the power of God all around us. We see how the power of sin twists our behavior towards the habits
of death: addiction, meanness, ingratitude, boredom, and miserliness. The Word cuts through these habits of death and helps us
see ourselves and the world through God’s eyes. We are broken, but our Father loves us passionately. He is always about to do a
new thing for us, to raise us up to live with him.
That being said, Christian faith is also about habits. Just as Jesus was born in the stable in Bethlehem, God’s Word gives birth to a
new set of very down-to-earth habits in us. Just as I know that getting more exercise helps me in practically every other area of
my life, I also know that corporate worship, church attendance, Bible study, planned giving, service and Christian fellowship are
integral to my faith in Jesus. What are these, but simple habits? By doing these things, I am placing myself in the vicinity of
God’s life-giving Word and the love He shares with me through His people. When I’m feeling empty, I can turn to the habits of
faith. These habits are the vessels in which God’s Word becomes part of my daily schedule. So many scripture passages refer to
faith in terms of habitual behavior. For example, “Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your
hands and bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you
walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your
gates” (Deuteronomy 11).
At St. John’s, we are engaging in the habits of faith with each other all the time. Our habits of worship and service, old and new,
lead us to hear God’s Word and trust it as the Holy Spirit breaks in and makes us new together—new in our love, new in our commitment, new in our service for God’s world. Through these shared habits, the Kingdom of God becomes visible to us and in us.
Eternal life in Jesus becomes part of our schedules and our calendars.
January is typically a month of new beginnings and resolutions. This month, let’s each of us focus on nurturing one habit of faith
in particular. It might be Bible study, or giving, or taking that first jump into a service project. Regardless, cultivating a faith habit almost always means saying goodbye to some other habits. But the rewards are beyond measure. Let’s not miss the power of
God as we hurtle through this brief life on the rail of old habits. Instead, let’s stop and take our time to cultivate the habits which
open us up to the amazing things that the Holy Spirit is doing all around us, here and now.
Happy New Year!
Pastor Seth
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OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY IS
EXTENDED TO:
Donna Kimmins and family on the death of her mother,
Virginia Workman, on Nov. 23rd
The family and friends of Norman Imbrock, father of Tim
Imbrock and uncle of Dennis Imbrock, who died on Nov.
29th in Napoleon, Ohio. A memorial service will be held
on Dec. 18th in Defiance, Ohio. Memorials may be given
in memory of Norman Imbrock to; MAF (Mission Aviation
Fellowship P.O. Box 47 Nampa, ID 83653) or to Bethlehem Lutheran Church (02499 Adam’s Ridge Rd. Defiance, OH). If you chose to send a card or letter send it
to: Imbrock Family, 16021 US HWY 6, Napoleon OH
43545.
All who mourn are in our prayers.
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Br ad Wahl, Aar on Clar k,
Cindy Henricksen, Jim Jones, Warren Althoff, Jeff
Dardinger, Richard Werner, Kevin Stenerson.
Church Office hours are Monday through Friday,
8am to 4pm.
The deadline for the FEBRUARY Eagle
is January 10th.
Email announcements & articles to
sj@stjohnsgc.org or leave a handwritten copy in
the church office.

NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT!
Ruth Ross was born and raised in Grove City and has
lived in Central Ohio most of her life. She is retired but did
enjoy a career as a vascular sonographer. She has 2 children and 7 grandchildren. She loves to travel, spend time
with family and friends, read, learn about new things, and
volunteer. “I was very happy to find St. John’s as I had
been looking for a traditional church. Everyone has been
welcoming and I felt an immediate connection.”
Lenny and Lyndsey Solomon are both from Dayton,
Ohio, and travel there frequently to visit family. They were
married in 2019 and are expecting a baby girl in March.
Big sisters Allie and Brielle are very excited! Lyndsey
works for Nationwide Children’s Hospital as a nurse and
Lenny is an HVAC technician. Allie is in 3rd grade and
Brielle is in 1st grade.

Summer 2020




YOUTH GROUPS



All Youth Groups will resume again in
January, starting on Jan. 8th and 9th.



Adventure Club, grades K – 4, with a special class for
4 and 5 yr. olds, meets Thursdays, 5:45-7:15pm.
Faith Trek, grades 5—6, also meet also on
Thursdays, 5:45—7:15pm. $2 is the suggested
donation for dinner on Thursday nights.
Explorers (grades 7—8) and Energizers (grades 9—
12) meet on Wednesdays, 7—8:30pm.
IQA High School Bible Study starts again Jan. 5th!
Please note that any day that South-Western City
Schools cancel school due to bad weather then we
will also not meet that night.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR

meets Thursdays, before Adventure
Club, 5—5:30pm, in the sanctuary.
It’s a great program. Connect with
Karl Eiginger for more information at
817-709-5604.

CATECHISM DATES
First Year Learning Event on January 5th:
Holy Communion

Second Year Learning Event on January 12th:
Lord’s Prayer

Student-Led Service Opportunities:
Blankets of Love:
Connect with Lauren
Wahl
Souper Bowl Sunday:
Connect with Mahala
Wanner

Academy at Heartland, June
1-4
Camp Faith at LMC, June 19–
21
Faith in Action at St. John’s,
June 29—July 1
Vacation Bible School at St.
John’s, July 6—10
T. Zone in Marysville, July 12—17
Registration opens Jan. 5th! See article in
this month’s Eagle for more details.
Or contact Laurie Pecuch at
lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org.

SUPPORT THE YOUTH
Join the Kroger Community Rewards Program.
https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards.The
number for St. John’s is EY530. The Kroger Community Rewards Program is easy to join and it
costs you nothing!
Another way to help support the youth ministries at
St. John’s is to purchase Scrip gift cards. Scrip has
cards for everything from i-tunes, to gas cards, to
the major stores, to your favorite restaurants. Obtain an order form from the youth office door (top
slot).
Return Scrip forms and payment to the
church office or a paid youth staff person. Scrip
orders are placed on the first Tuesday of the
month and orders arrive within the week.
Or you can order SCRIP on-line! Talk to Pam
Wittenberg at 614-579-7285 on how to order online and/or put more monies on an existing SCRIP
card.
Finally, link your Amazon orders to St. John’s. The
church will receive .05% of what you order on selected Amazon items.
You can do this directly through your Amazon account or set up an AmazonSmile account using
your
Amazon password and log-in at https://
smile.amazon.com/.
Contact
Gary
at
gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org if you need assistance.

Together in Ministry with You! Laurie, Gary, and
Diana

Trad Worship 8:15am
Sunday School 9:30am
Men’s Chorale 9:45am
Contemp. Worship 11am
Trad. Worship 11am
Children’s Church 11:15am
Annual Cong. Mtg 12pm
HS Bible Study 12:30pm
Adult Basketball 5pm

26

BSF Leaders 9am
Lunchtime AA Group 12pm
Sarah Circle 7pm
Daily Reprieve AA 7pm
Nar-Anon 7pm
Puppets 7pm

27

Lunchtime AA Group 12pm
Council 7pm
Respect Life Team 7pm
Puppets 7pm
Daily Reprieve AA 7pm
Nar-Anon 7pm

20

19

Trad Worship 8:15am
Sunday School 9:30am
Men’s Chorale 9:45am
Contemp. Worship 11am
Trad. Worship 11am
Children’s Church 11:15am
Daisy GS Troop 12:30pm
HS Bible Study 12:30pm
Adult Basketball 5pm

BSF Leaders 9am
Lunchtime AA Group 12pm
Prayer/Bible Study 7pm
Finance Team 7pm
Daily Reprieve AA 7pm
Puppets 7pm
Nar-Anon 7pm

13

12

Trad. Worship 8:15am
Sunday School 9:30am
Men’s Chorale 9:45am
Trad. Worship 11am
Contemporary Worship 11am
Children’s Church 11:15am
Catechism Wkshp 12pm
HS Bible Study 12:30pm
Adult Basketball 5pm

BSF Leaders 9am
Lunchtime AA 12pm
Great Expect. 4H 6pm
Elizabeth Circle 6:30pm
Daily Reprieve AA 7pm
Puppets 7pm
Nar-Anon 7pm

6

Trad Worship 8:15am
Sunday School 9:30am
Men’s Chorale 9:45am
Contemp. Worship 11am
Trad Worship 11am
Catechism Wkshp 12pm
Daisy GS Troop 12:30pm
HS Bible Study 12:30pm
Adult Basketball 5pm
BSA 392 Leaders 5pm
Saddles n Such 4H 5pm

5

Mon

Tue

Quilters 9am
Refit Exercise 9:30am
Small Group 10am
Red Cross Blood Drive 12pm
Small Group 2pm
Cub Scouts 6pm
BSA 392 7pm
Healing Words Al Anon 7:30pm

28

Beacons/Quilters 9am
BSF Leaders 9am
Refit Exercise 9:30am
Small Group 10am
Small Group 2pm
Cub Scouts 6pm
Mom2Mom 6:30pm
Boy Scouts 7pm
Healing Words Al Anon 7:30pm

21

Quilters 9am
Refit Exercise9:30am
Small Group 10am
Small Group 2pm
Fat Qrtrs Quilt Guild 5pm
Blue Ribbon 4H 6pm
Cub Scouts 6pm
BSA 392 7pm
Healing Words Al Anon 7:30pm

14

Quilters 9am
Refit Exercise 9am
Small Group 10am
OWLS Plng 12pm
Small Group 2pm
Cub Scouts 6pm
GS Daisy Troop 6pm
SW Historical Soc. 7pm
BSA 392 7pm
Healing Words Al Anon 7:30pm

7

JANUARY 2020

Sun

BSF 9:30am
Women’s Chorale 6:15pm
Small Group 6:30pm
Energizers/Explorers 7pm
Chancel Choir 7pm

29

BSF 9am
BSA Council Ldrs 6pm
Women’s Chorale 6:15pm
Small Group 6:30pm
Explorers/Energizers 7pm
Chancel Choir 7pm

22

BSF 9:30am
Women’s Chorale 6:15pm
Small Group 6:30pm
Energizers/Explorers 7pm
Chancel Choir 7pm

15

BSF 9:30am
Women’s Chorale 6:15pm
Small Group 6:30pm
Energizers/Explorers 7pm
Chancel Choir 7pm

8

New Year’s Day
Offices Closed

1

Wed

Promise Keepers 7am
Small Group 1pm
Children’s Choir 5pm
Adventure Club/Faith Trek 5:45pm
Celebration Ringers 6:15pm
Small Group 6:30pm
Dartball 7pm
Cont. Worship Rehearsal 7pm

30

Promise Keepers 7am
Prayer Partners 9am
Eagle Mailing 9:30am
Small Group 1pm
Children’s Choir 5pm
Adventure Club/Faith Trek 5:45pm
Celebration Ringers 6:15pm
Small Group 6:30pm
SE OH Msn District Council 6:30pm
Dartball 7pm (away)
Cont. Worship Rehearsal 7pm

23

Promise Keepers 7am
Card Ministry 10am
Small Group 1pm
Children’s Choir 5pm
Adventure Club/Faith Trek 5:45pm
Celebration Ringers 6:15pm
Small Group 6:30pm
Dartball 7pm (away)
Cont. Worship Rehearsal 7pm

16

Promise Keepers 7am
Prayer Partners 9am
Small Group 1pm
Children’s Choir 5pm
Adventure Club/Faith Trek 5:45pm
Celebration Ringers 6:15pm
Small Group 6:45pm
Dartball 7pm
Cont. Worship Rehearsal 7pm

9

Promise Keepers 7am
Small Group 1pm
Celebration Ringers 6:15pm
Dartball 7pm
Cont. Worship Rehearsal 7pm

2

Thu

Small Group 7am
Bulletin Team 9:30am
AA 8:30pm

31

Pinewood Derby Set-up
Small Group 7am
Bulletin Team 9:30am
AA 8:30pm

24

Small Group 7am
Bulletin Team 9:30am
OWLS 11:30am
Boy Scout Camp-in 5pm
AA 8:30pm

17

Small Group 7am
Bulletin Team 9:30am
AA 8:30pm

Sat
Trad. Worship 4pm
AA Serenity Seekers 7pm

4

Pinewood Derby (all day)
Bed Brig. Prayer Grp 10am
Trad. Worship 4pm
AA Serenity Seekers 7pm

25

Boy Scout Camp-in (all day)
Trad. Worship 4pm
AA Serenity Seekers 7pm

18

Private Event 9am
Prayer Shawl Min. 9am
Memorial Service 11am
Funeral Luncheon 12pm
Trad. Worship 4pm
AA Serenity Seekers 7pm

10 EAGLE DEADLINE 11

Small Group 7am
Bulletin Team 9:30am
AA 8:30pm

3

Fri

SUMMER FAITH ADVENTURES 2020
REGISTRATION OPENS JANUARY 5th!!!!
REGISTRATION FORMS are located on the youth office door and in the link area.
Grades K—6 and families: Camp Faith is June 19—21. Lots of faith, faith-webbing,
and fun over Father’s Day weekend at Lutheran Memorial Camp! Our theme this year
will be Rocky Railway, Jesus Power Pulls us Through! Cost for the weekend at LMC is
$130. Because of SCRIP and the KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS program, we
can offer it to you at $50 a person for ages 3 through 10. Ages 11 and older will be
$70. Families living in the same household, the most you’ll pay is $200. We also
have subsidy and scholarship monies available through the church. Talk to Laurie Pecuch. Registration Deadline is April 15th. Don’t wait too long to register, as some cabin spaces will be full before April 15th.
This is a great weekend for all ages!
GRADES 5—6: Faith In Action is June 29—July 1. We have special service projects just for your age
group to do. Plus lots of fun activities are planned! We will be sleeping on-site for two nights at St. John’s.
Cost is $40. Registration Deadline is April 15th. Talk to Diana Imbrock or Laurie Pecuch about details.
GRADES 7—8: Faith In Action is June 29—July 1. This service experience has more of a “family serving
together” feel as we go off-site in small groups to serve those in our community. We will be sleeping on-site for
two nights at St. John’s. Cost is $40. Registration Deadline is April 15th. Talk to Laurie or Diana.
8th graders, please note the Academy at Heartland is an option for you this summer. Cost: $150. We
stay at a really nice place! Registration Deadline is April 15th.
HIGH SCHOOL: THE ACADEMY AT HEARTLAND is a faith adventure and leadership training for
students completing grade 8—12. Dates are June 1st through 4th. Spend quality time with friends, while
building faith and developing skills that will benefit you throughout life. This experience costs $250 but we
have worked hard to reduce the cost for you to $150. For more details, talk to Laurie or Gary Pecuch.
Registration Deadline is April 15th.
High School, see Transformation Zone below!!
Wanted: College-Age and other Adult Leaders! If you would like to join us on any of our summer
adventures, please don’t hesitate to talk to Laurie, Gary, or Diana! We love upfront and behind the scenes
people.
Wanted: Middle School and High School Leaders! Mark July 6—10 on your calendars for VBS! And if
you’re interested in helping with Camp Faith the weekend of June 19—21, please talk to Laurie. She can give
you the scoop on what Camp Faith is going to look like this year.

July 12-17, 2020
If you are a high-schooler and interested in serving Jesus, helping area neighbors and being
transformed, have we got a camp for you! Transformation Zone! The cost is only $125.00
for the week and space is limited. If you are interested, contact Diana Imbrock for more
information or give her your $50.00 deposit to hold your spot. Hurry! Registration has
started! Don’t be left out!

Sarah Circle
Monday, Jan. 27
Rooms 103-4
7:00pm

Elizabeth Circle
Monday, Jan. 6
Rooms 101-2
6:30pm

WOMEN OF THE NALC
Here’s a spiritual growth goal: join a Circle of friends. Elizabeth Circle meets the 1st Monday each month.
Sarah Circle meets the 4th Monday each month. Joining our Circles is an easy way to make new friends
and grow spiritually. Contact Vi Davis at 614-875-2605, or Debbie Abbitt at 614-326-9253, for more information.

We continue to collect coats, gloves, hats, scarves, and blankets. The
items are taken to a church in Franklinton and given to those in need in
that area. Please leave your donations in the box in the church library.
Any questions, please call Bruce & Karen Whyte at 614-878-9392. This
is a wonderful way to share your blessings.

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR THE YEAR 2020 are available now in the
Overflow. If you don’t see a box with your name, please sign the notepad and a
box will be prepared and ready for you to pick up the following weekend.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING*!
COLLECTION DATES ARE FEB. 1st and 2nd!
YOU can make a difference and help fight hunger in our community! Youth will be standing at
the doors with soup kettles after worship, on Feb. 1st and 2nd, to collect monies for Souper Bowl of
Caring. Loose change and bills will support the Grove City Food Pantry. (Youth will shop and deliver food
to the Grove City Food Pantry.) Checks made out to St. John’s will support the LSS Food Pantry. Please
note “Souper Bowl” in the memo. (One check will then be sent to the LSS Food Pantry.) If you have any
questions about Souper Bowl, talk to Mahala Wanner, our Souper Bowl Leader.
*The Souper Bowl of Caring is a nationwide, student-led project, held the same weekend as the Super
Bowl.

WRAPPED IN PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

Saturday, January 11th in Rooms 103 & 104 from 9:00am-11:00am.
Everyone is Welcome
Bring your knitting/crochet materials and any completed shawls to be blessed with
prayer. We would be happy to teach anyone interested to knit or crochet. Please
join us! For more information call Glenda Allman at 614-352-5955 or Diana Imbrock
at 614-271-5775.
DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO WOULD BE BLESSED BY
RECEIVING A PRAYER SHAWL?
Please call Nancy Kinman at 614-875-8155.

Christmas will be brighter for 169
children around the world
thanks to the overwhelming generosity of the people of St.
John’s. Melissa, Annaleise, and Jeremy Butsko, together with friends from the Energizer and Explorer youth groups, gathered together to load up, deliver, and pray over the boxes
as they were sent on their way to the children. Special thanks to the Butsko Family who
answered the call to head up the project for the third year!
Who knows? Your box may be on its way to a future mother,
father, teacher, nurse, doctor, pastor, or missionary!
Whole communities will be impacted by your gift; thank you for giving!

NOTES OF THANKS:

Pam Castle would like to thank Bonnie Swanson for all her help with the Veteran's Luncheon. So
sorry your name was left off the original thank you list!! Your help was very much appreciated!!
Thanks to the joyous souls who were able to Christmas Carol with us last Sunday! Sixtyfour people, of all ages, came to carol! We sang to 45 sweet people. All were blessed! Thanks
again!
“Thank you for your gifts to the Lord for our ministry support with Missionary Aviation Fellowship
(MAF) this year, for being our sending church and supporting us over all these years and for the wife that grew up in
your congregation” - Tim and Carol Imbrock
“Jim and I would like to thank Pastor Patti for visits, and our St. John’s family and friends for prayers and cards, during this health issue that Jim is facing. You bring us much comfort.” – Jim and Carol Rich

MEMORIAL GIFTS GIVEN AS OF DEC. 8, 2019

Memorial Fund
Given in memory of Ernest Howard by Ike and Shelah Stage.
Given in memory of Bob Hummel by James Thompson

Organ Debt Reduction Fund
Given in honor of Ron Warren’s birthday by Beth Katterhenrich.
Given in honor of Carl and Nancy Kinman’s wedding anniversary by Beth Katterhenrich.
Given in memory of Roseanne Dell Scott Green by Beth Katterhenrich
Memorial Fund, Handbells
Given in memory of Ernest Howard and Virginia Workman by Paul and Andrea Offenburger.
Current Fund, Sunday School
Given in memory of Roseanne Dell Scott Green by Beth Katterhenrich.
Memorial Fund, Mexico Mission Trip
Given in honor of Amy Wanner by Doug and Megin Cress.

MEXICO MUSINGS
Where do I start? The Mexico Mission trip was such a wonderful, moving experience. Trying to put into words what
the trip entailed for me…that will be my challenge.
I went on this trip after my husband, Phil, had passed away just three months previously. It was a trip that both of us
had wanted to do together…but I felt that the Lord wanted me to take on this task…I needed to take on this task.
Trying to put into words the rewards of working with these children…it can leave me void of words and only deep,
moving love for these precious little ones. My two assigned niños were Sami and Estrella, two and three years of
age respectively. From the moment they were assigned to me, they were mine for the duration of the stay. I had a
little girl and a little boy, and I soon learned that my lap was not big enough. They both wanted to cuddle and be
held; they melted my heart. As the week progressed, they tired just as the adults did. With arms reaching out and
tears in their little eyes as I reached for them, I could see the reflection of our Lord in their little faces. I wanted to
stay and love them forever.
If the Lord is willing, I want to return again to work with these precious children and the Mexico Mission Trip.
Proverbs 20:11 “Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure and whether it be right.”
Gloria Isaacson

Thanks to all who entered chili, donated baked goods, served, came to
eat and join in the fellowship, and bought our wonderful, award winning
desserts. Over $2000 was raised to spread Christ’s love around the
globe!! We are humbled and honored by your continued support as we
reach out to the children with your loving, extended arms. May God
continue to bless the works of your hands and hearts!

Special congratulations to our chili award winners!

1st place: Robert Shea
2nd place: Janette Briggeman
3rd place: Karl Moe

Do you have a heart for the children of Mexico
and sharing the Good News with our brothers and sisters in Christ?
Sign up to join the Mexico Mission Family 2020!
Mission dates are July 24th through August 3rd, 2020.
Contact Diana Imbrock with questions or to sign up.

Cool Rides for Area Children!

Thanks to Arica Dougherty and Julia Patterson, high school seniors, who led the Annual Bike Project yet again this year. Under their leadership, 33 bikes were assembled and delivered to foster children in Franklin County, providing a merrier Christmas! Not only are these bikes much appreciated
gifts, but they also provide a form of therapy to troubled youth. Thanks to all who sponsored, assembled, and prayed over the bikes and for their future owners.

JANUARY 19 MARKS ANOTHER SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE SUNDAY
The North American Lutheran Church's position on abortion and other life topics is laid out in a document called
"The Lord is With You". You can read this compassionate and thoughtful document on line. In part, it states:
"The beginning of human existence, i.e., nascent life, carries in it the fullness of the genetic code, the complete
chromosomal material of an individual. The strengths and characteristics given to us by God have not yet blossomed for all the world to see, yet they are fully present in the beauty of His love. 'Before I formed you in the
womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.' (Jeremiah 1:5) Luther's Small Catechism proclaims, 'I believe that God has created me and all that exists,'
so in faith we continue to proclaim that our life, and every life, comes from God and belongs to God. In our earthly
dependency upon the womb of our mothers for protection, nourishment, and love from the first moments of our
lives, we see in the creation of each life the shape of faith. We will always be fully dependent upon God for life, for
shelter, and for mercy—the God who uses men and women to bring forth every generation of His creation."
We are thankful for the wisdom of God that shows the value of creation and of human life from beginning to end,
and we pray that all people, however young or old, regardless of condition, are treated with love and respect as
children of God.

MORE THAN "PRAYER PARTNERS" FOR WOMEN

Come join us in this all “new adventure.”
In our 1 hour fellowship we will have 3 segments. First we will learn the importance of spending
time in praise and in prayer. Secondly, we will have a time of group sharing and sharing with
our small group (3) prayer partners. Lastly, we will go to God with our Praises and Prayer request.
Starts Jan 9th-March 27th 2020.
We will meet on the 2nd and 4th Thurs of each month using room 103-104 at 10:00 am.
There is really no better place to be than connected with our Lord in His presence.
Lives will change. Questions call: Sally Weisenberger (614) 871-2463

New Beginnings
A new day
A new year
New beginnings with Jesus,
New life thru rebirth;
No longer bound to this dying earth,
Redeemed and made children of hearven,
Free from Satan, free from sin.
-Ada Weydandt

Blessed Be His Name
Since Christ our Lord was born
On the first Christmas morn,
No longer are we sad
For He has made our hearts glad.
Now nothing is the same,
Blessed be his holy name!
He brings new birth and new life,
And one day He will end all strife.
Because of Him spirits are light,
Because of Him the future is bright,
Because of Him our sins are forgiven,
And we are on our way to heaven!
-Ada Weygandt

Journey of Life
Day by day, season by season,
Starting out in life newborn,
Take only what you need
And omit what is not needed;
God will provide the rest,
And it will always be the best.
Leaving carefree youth behind,
On thru the mid-years and as a blessed elder
There is nothing to fear at the end of life’s journey,
For God is always near.
Life does not end but goes on and on,
Only changed, forever sure,
For the sheep of God’s pasture.
-Ada Weygandt

PRAYERS AND PINS – 2020
St John’s Bowling Club
The club will bowl at 6:00pm on Fridays beginning January 3 and ending
March 27—total of 10 weeks.
Cost is $14 per person and should be paid weekly.
If you are not present, you may pay the following week. $7 will go to our mission
funds and $7 to WWCB.
We will bowl 2 games each week.
Teams will consist of 4 players and substitutes are welcome.
Plan to have a great time – no worries if you are a rookie – it’s all about fun!
Contact Jo Dimond @ 614-270-3291, 614-237-3716 or jodimond@aol.com or
Dave and Karen Grossman at 614-579-8037

OWLS EVENT – JANUARY 17, 2020
The Older Wiser LutheranS (OWLS) invite you to join them and enjoy the fellowship of
your friends. You are guaranteed to laugh a lot, make new friends and catch up with
your wiser friends!! No age requirement! Bring a friend and come see what a bunch of OWLS look like in a friendly
setting.
YOUR FINAL STORY - January’s program has a simple, yet profound, purpose - to claim and proclaim the living
hope found in our hymns and Scriptures to tell your final story in conjunction with the story of God in your life. Pastor
Patti Morlock and Dr. John Schuder will lead you through several activities to engage in The Word and music together in order to spark your own imagination about the story you want told for your final worship service. It goes deeper
than picking favorite hymns or favorite Scriptures, in that it will help tell your personal faith story. We also hope that
this will encourage you to either begin, or continue this conversation with your loved ones. Please bring your Bible
with you.
Please arrive around 11:15 am so we can start our meeting promptly at 11:30 am. Bring a covered dish to share –
fried chicken and meatloaf and drinks will be provided. Hope to see you there!!

Reservations are a must for this meeting. Please use the salmon insert to make your reservation or call the church
office. If you make a reservation and your plans change (even the morning of the event) please call either Bonnie
Swanson (614-562-8002) or the church office (614-875-2314). Invite a friend! Hope to see you there!

BEACONS and QUILTERS NEWS

We send a big thank you to all who helped with the 100 Christmas bags for the children who
come with their families to the Champion LSS Food Pantry
We give our thanks to all for donating crayons, Halloween candy, and small stuffed toys to
add to the Christmas bags. A big thanks to so many of you for donating bags of candies. The
Christmas bags were filled with Christian love and a touch of sweetening power.
We truly appreciate those who bought the quilts at the quilt sale and showed an interest in our
ministry. The proceeds were given to church ministries such as Adopt-A-Family, LSS and Grove
City food pantries, and other church-related activities. Franklin County Children Services and the Bed Brigade received the remaining quilts.
Thank you to Ellen Previts for taking over the mitten trees ministry. We appreciate all the time and work involved
in getting the items ready to warm cold hands and feet. Thank you to all the youth who helped in this ministry.
Faith Mission, Choices, and Nancy’s Place accept only new clothing. It takes much manpower to sort, check for
bedbugs, and find storage space for the volume of used clothing they would receive. They do accept used towels,
though. Please donate your used clothing to Grove City Methodist’s, “The Purple Door Church,” Free Store. The
Beacons no longer take used clothing to Faith Mission.
Come and check out the Beacons and Quilters. Hopefully, this winter will be mild. If you don’t want to come
weekly, drop in occasionally. You may visit for just an hour and then go on your way. If you want to visit longer,
bring your lunch and stay for a couple of hours. You don’t have to commit to coming every Tuesday. We have other
activities that do not involve working with fabric. We do stamps and cards any Tuesday. A visit is not a commitment.
The Quilters meet every Tuesday in room 103-104 from 9am-2pm. Beacons meet with the Quilters on the third
Tuesday of each month.
The Beacons and Quilters wish to thank everyone for your donations and prayerful support. Our ministry needs
you. Your donations make our ministry possible. We wish you all a Blessed 2020.

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
3220 Columbus Street
Grove City, Ohio 43123-3297
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JOIN US FOR WEEKLY WORSHIP
Traditional Service: Saturdays at 4:00pm,
Sundays at 8:15am & 11am
Contemporary Service: Sundays at 11am
Sunday School: Sundays at 9:30am

