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There is a book in the Bible called Lamentations.  To lament is to express vocally mourn-
ing or grief. Laments come from great sorrow or regret.  It is not a first choice for most 
people when they look to scriptures.  It starts out by describing a forsaken city and re-
calling its destruction.  Then it moves into the personal loss and troubles of the author.  
That probably does not sound very uplifting.  But, in the face of everything that has hap-
pened, the author pens a wonderful witness to God’s Faithfulness.  Words that became a 
great hymn of God’s people. 
 

21
 But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:  

22
 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end;  

23
 they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  

24
 ‘The LORD is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in him.’   Lamentations 3:21-24 

 

Looking back over my life I also can witness to God’s faithfulness.   When I made bad de-

cisions as a teenager God protected me and guided me out of bad situations.  When I 

struggled in college, God guided me to the right professors and counselors to get me 

back on tract.  When money was tight God always provided for the daily needs of our 

family. I still see God’s hand at work in my daily life.  It is through my personal experienc-

es that I proclaim God’s faithfulness into me. 

 

As we look at the transitions that are coming to St. John’s we also can look back at God’s 

faithfulness.  In 1849 God provided college and seminar professors who traveled from 

Capital University each weekend to help St. John’s get started.  Remember there were no 

automobiles or interstate roads.  It was difficult travel.  But God provided faithful servants.  

For the past 169 years God has provided the right pastor and leaders at the right time.  

Even now God has provided a supply pastor to preach on Sundays and the appointment 

of an interim pastor to begin soon.  God continues to show His faithfulness so that we 

can trust Him with confidence as we face the future. 

                 Pastor Don   

   “Great is Thy faithfulness,” O God my Father, 

   There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

   Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 

   As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 

   “Great is Thy faithfulness,” O God my Father, 

   There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

   Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 

   As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.         Hymn 733 
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JOIN  US  FOR  WEEKLY  WORSHIP 
 

Traditional Service: Saturdays at 6:00pm, Sundays at 8:15am & 11am 

Contemporary Service: Sundays at 10:45am 

Sunday School: Sundays at 9:30am 

LENT AND EASTER WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Wednesday Lenten services at 12:00pm and 6:15pm 

Maundy Thursday—April 13—7:00pm 

Good Friday—April 14—12:00pm and 7:00pm  

Sit-down Holy Communion—April 15—1:00pm  

Easter Sunday—April 16—Holy Communion 

 at regular service times. 

 



 

 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
 

Donald R. Allman, Senior Pastor          614-871-0060 

dallman@stjohnsgc.org 

 

Ray A. Rosenthal, Visitation Pastor          614-991-0906 

rayarose@yahoo.com 

 

Elaine Bennett, Dir. of Lay Ministries           614-446-0148 

elaine.bennett@stjohnsgc.org  

 

Michael Esposito, Business Manager         614- 875-2256 

mesposito@stjohnsgc.org 

 

Diana Imbrock, Youth Director grades 7-12         614-271-5775 

dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org 

 

Doug Jones, Custodian           614-539-9839 

 

Susan Abbott Locey, Bell Choir Director         614-208-8215 

 

Janice Miller, Recorder           614-875-2314 

jmiller@stjohnsgc.org 

 

Parish Nurses: JoAnne Keller          614-875-8255 

  Kim Easterday 

 

Gary Pecuch, Youth Ministry Coord./Confirmation614-875-4867 

gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org 

 

Laurie Pecuch, Youth Director grades K-12          614-620-2669 

lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org 

 

Deb Reeves, Stephen Ministry           614-277-0567 

 

John Schuder, Minister of Music           614-254-3310 

jfs4wd@sbcglobal.net 

 

Justin Ward, Sat. Night Organist   

 

Karen Whyte, Librarian             614-878-9392  

barnowl@iwaynet.net 

 

Janet Wittenberg, Children’s Choir Director          614-277-0228 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
 

Officers:  David Dye, President; Teresa Orahood, 

Vice President;  Beth Katterhenrich, Secretary;   

Dan Yeater, Treasurer. 

Members-At-Large:   Aaron Clark, Cindy Hen-

ricksen, Jim Jones, Jody Shockley, Kevin Stenerson, 

Mike Walsh, and Neva Warren. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pat Larick and family on the passing of his mother, 

Mary Lou Larick, on Feb. 20
th. 

 
Eddie and Diana Ruoff and Dorothy Wilhide on the 
passing  of Raymond Ruoff, Sr., March 5

th
. 

 

The family and friends of Jocelyn Chavez, wife of NALC 
General Secretary Mark Chavez, who died on March 
6

th
. 

 
Gail and Rosie Turnbull and family on the death of 
Gail’s sister,  Ruth Mauck, on March 12

th
. 

 
Melissa Shortland and family on the death of her hus-

band, David, on March 13
th. 

 
All who mourn are in our prayers. 

 

The deadline for the MAY Eagle is April 10th.  

 Email announcements & articles to sj@stjohnsgc.org   

or leave a handwritten copy in the church office. 

Congratulations to David and Kathryn Shrum 
on the birth of their daughter, Lydia Wren on Feb. 
25th. Beth Katterhenrich and Jim and Annette Hef-
fernan are the proud grandparents. 



 

 

Karl Moe writes: “Thank you to all of St. John’s whose prayers helped me 
through this medical emergency of these past few weeks.  Thank you to Pastor 
Don for the visit at the hospital, to the choir for the beautiful get-well card, for the 
fruit basket from Paul Ranke’s Sunday school class and for the home visit from 
Paul Ranke, Dellno Lewis, and Chuck and Ginny Bent.  Also thank you the 
Prayer Shawl team.”  
 

The family of Mary Meyer writes:  “Thank you for all the prayers, donations and 
cards on the recent passing of our mother.  A special thanks to Pastor Ness for 
the beautiful uplifting service.  Also, thanks to the homebound communion team 

who faithfully brought her communion every month – that meant so much to her.” 
 

Barb Armentrout would like to thank Bonnie Swanson, Nancy Kinman, and Dennis Imbrock for their as-
sistance with the LSS Food Pantry on February 28

th
. Together we served 90 families.  Please save your 

plastic or paper sacks for the food pantry, so that they will not have to purchase bags for their clients to 
use. Please put them in the LSS cabinet in the Link, along with food donations.: 
 

Carol Rich writes  “A big thank you to Pastor Don and the St. John’s family for prayers and good wishes 
during this  past week’s medical issue.  God is good!” 

Inquirers Class  
Sunday, April 23rd! 

The Inquirers' Class is an afternoon course for visitors or regular at-
tendees who may be looking for a church home. The class will be 

led by Pastor Don on Sunday, April 23rd from noon – 3:00 PM in 
rooms 103 & 104.  A light lunch will be provided.  During this time, 

the group will spend time studying and discussing what Lutherans 
believe, the Six Marks of Discipleship, Lay Ministry/Spiritual Gifts as 

well as a question and answer time. After the session, you can decide if membership at St 
John’s is right for you.  New members will be received on Sunday, April 30th.  If you 

are new to St. John’s, we encourage you to take the next step! Please mark the salmon in-
sert and let us know if you will be attending.    

Pancake Praises!! 
Thanks to all who attended and supported  

our 12th annual Shrove Tuesday Chris Cakes Dinner.  

The food was scrumptious, the fellowship fun, and the result fantastic!   

Over $1000.00 were raised to support the Alaska and Mexico Mission Teams  

and send them to meet with their brothers and sisters in Christ.   

Thank you so very much for continuing to stretch His arms of love across the globe! 



 

 

 
LENT AND EASTER WORSHIP SERVICES 

 
Wednesday Lenten services at 12:00pm and 6:15pm 

Maundy Thursday—April 13—7:00pm 
Good Friday—April 14—12:00pm and 7:00pm  
Sit-down Holy Communion—April 15—1:00pm  
Easter Sunday—April 16—Holy Communion 

 at regular service times. 
 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Breakfast Services - Volunteers Needed 
As our Lenten season culminates during Holy Week with the death of 
our Lord and Savior, we hope that you will join us on Maundy Thursday 
and Good Friday for our annual Holy Week breakfasts.  If you are inter-
ested in helping serve breakfast on Maundy Thursday and/or Good Fri-
day, we would welcome your help!  Breakfast will be served beginning 

at 6:30 A. M. Kitchen volunteers will need to arrive by 6:00 A. M.  We are also looking for 
people who are interested in reading scriptures, or providing special music.  Diana Im-
brock will share a special message on Maundy Thursday and Cin-
dy Dye will share on Good Friday.  If you are interested in helping, 
please contact Elaine Bennett at elaine.bennett@stjohnsgc.org or 
mark the salmon insert. We hope that you will plan to make 
these two special days part of your Holy Week plans. 

Easter Sunday Breakfast 
Please join us on Easter Sunday for a time of fellowship and 
good food.  We will be serving breakfast on Easter Sunday 
from 7:00 A. M. – 10:00 A. M. in the Family Life Center.  A 
free will offering will be taken.  Volunteers are needed to take 
shifts serving breakfast.  If you are interested, please contact 
Elaine Bennett at 446-0148 or mark the salmon insert. 

mailto:elaine.bennett@stjohnsgc.org


 

 

 

DO YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO WOULD BE BLESSED 
BY RECEIVING A PRAYER SHAWL?  Please call Nancy Kin-
man at 875-8155. WRAPPED IN PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
will hold its next monthly meeting on Saturday, April 8th in 
Rooms 103 & 104 from 9:00am-11:00am.   Everyone is wel-
come.  Bring your knitting/crochet materials and any completed 
shawls to be blessed with prayer.  We would be happy to teach 
anyone interested to knit or crochet.  Please join us!   
 

For more information call Glenda Allman at 614-871-0060 or  
Diana Imbrock at 614-871-3854. 

Easter Candy Donations and “Stuffers” Needed! 
 

We are asking for donations of individually wrapped can-
dies to fill plastic Easter eggs.  There is a marked bin in the 
link area for candy donations.  If you would like to help fill 
the Easter eggs or prepare crafts, please mark your calen-
dars for Sunday, April 2nd from noon – 2:00 p.m.  We will 
meet in The Old Fellowship Hall.  A light lunch and all sup-
plies will be provided.  Please mark the salmon insert if you 
plan to attend.  Thank you so much for your support!  

Please join us for Easter Family Fun Night/Volunteers Needed 
Please join us for a fun-filled evening including a light dinner, cookie decorating, craft making, and 
Easter egg hunts for children of all ages.  Our Church family and the community are invited!  The 
event takes place on Thursday, April 6th from 5:45 P. M. – 7:15 P. M. beginning in the Family Life Cen-
ter.  The cost is $3.00 per person or a donation at the door if you are able. This event is open to the 
community so be sure to invite your friends! Hope to see you there.  Please mark the salmon insert if 
you are able to help out! 
If you are asking “How can I help?” you could: 

Serve as a craft leader                                               
Assist with the Easter egg hunts 
Help fill plastic eggs with candy 
Help with set up 
Help clean up  
Invite family, friends and fellow members to attend! 



 

 

Food Donations and Lunch Help Needed  

on Saturday, May 6th 

 
On Saturday, May 6th, St. John’s will be hosting between 
120-150 people for the Ohio Missions Convocation.  We are 
in need of donations for breakfast and desserts for those at-
tending.  If you are willing to donate a coffee cake, muffins, 
danish, cookies, pies, brownies etc. we would greatly appre-
ciate it.   No hot breakfast foods are needed.  We are also looking for people to 
help prepare and serve lunch that day.  If you can help in any way, please con-
tact Elaine Bennett at elaine.bennett@stjohnsgc.org or mark the salmon insert. 

STAFF TRANSITION UPDATE 
 

At the annual meeting you were informed of the changes 

in three staff positions due to resignations.  All three of 

these are a result of people leaving the area.  This is to up-

date you on our progress. 
 

Secretary:  Jan Miller has volunteered to cover the part-time secretary’s hours and responsibilities for 

the immediate future.  We have accepted her generous offer and increased her hours.   
 

Saturday Night Organist:  Dr. Schuder has interviewed several candidates and recommended one to 

be hired.  The Executive Team has voted to approve this recommendation.  We are pleased to wel-

come Justin Ward to the music staff.  
 

Pastor and Call Process:  We have moved forward with several steps. 

 Pastor David Wendel, Assistant to the Bishop for Ministry, has been contacted about the call pro-

cess and with a request for an interim pastor. 

 Pastor Tom Phillips has agreed to preach at one service each week during March so that we can 

continue our present worship schedule. 

 Pastor Wendel has assigned an interim pastor to begin on May 1st.  Details of our contract with 

the interim pastor are now in process. 

 The Pastoral Care and Transition Team for Ohio has been contacted.  This is the next step in the 

call process.  We have invited them in to do a congregational workshop on Saturday July 15th.  

This is a workshop for the whole congregation to explain the steps of the call process and to start 

the work on our congregational profile.  More information is available on thenalc.org website un-

der the call process.   

 Prior to the congregational workshop we are asking members to be involved in a Bible Study that 

was prepared by the NALC as part of the call preparations.  This will be available for circles, 

small groups, Sunday school classes, and individual study.   

 

We have been asked if there are pastors available for call in the NALC.  The answer is a definite yes.  

St. John’s should have no problem in finding an excellent pastor when we get ready to call.   

mailto:elaine.bennett@stjohnsgc.org


 

 

Blessing and Sending Service  

Honoring 2017 Graduates and the 

Ness Family  
  
On Sunday, May 7th, we will all gather together 
for two special events. a special blessing and 
sending service for the Ness Family as they 
prepare to begin the next chapter in their lives 

as missionaries in Ethiopia, and one for our 2017 graduates as they begin a new 
phase in their lives.  There will be one service at 10:45 AM in the sanctuary with 
a graduate reception from 9:30 to 10:30 in the Family Life Center; and for the 
Ness family immediately following the worship service in the Family Life Center.  

Since the reception for the Ness family will include lunch, PLEASE be sure to let 
us know if you plan to attend by calling Bonnie Swanson at 614-875-1392, 
emailing your RSVP to Elaine Bennett at elaine.bennett@stjohnsgc.org or by 
marking the salmon inserts.  Please plan to join us for this special day to sur-
round the Ness Family in prayer and good wishes.  

MILITARY CARE PACKAGE DONATION DRIVE 

 
St. John’s Lutheran Church Youth Sunday School classes 

welcome donations for military care packages during the 2017 Lenten Season! This idea was born out of the 

3
rd

 & 4
th
 grade class discussing the gift God gave us in sending Jesus Christ to the world and ways we can 

show our love, thanks and honor to God. Care packages will be sent to active duty church family members 

and others. Donated items will be assembled to fit into 1 gallon sized sealable bags which will be placed in a 

shipping box. Collection boxes are available in the Link. Questions? Contact Kristina Little at 614-738-6979. 

 

Suggested donation items are:  

Prayers – Pray for the military men and women serving our country! Pray for their families too! 

Cards – Each care package will include a card. We are partnering with the Card Ministry Team to make 

cards with our youth classes. If you’d like to make a personal card, please place it in the donation box.  

Drink items – coffee, hot cocoa mix, tea bags (individually wrapped), powdered drink mix. 

Snack items – hard candy, Chex mix, chewing gum, beef jerky, sunflower seeds, popcorn, condiments 

such as individual packets of parmesan cheese, chili flakes, etc.   

Items need to be in small or individual serving size packages. Please don’t send anything that 

melts easily. 

Personal care items – lens cleansing wipes, tissues (pocket size), baby wipes (no tubs), eye drops, 

chap stick, foot powder, Vaseline, tape, boot insoles, socks, bandanas 

Gift items – puzzle books, travel games, small Nerf balls, Hacky Sacks, paperback books, Bibles (pocket 

size), pencils 

Financial Support – Shipping the boxes is estimated to cost $15 per box. If you’d like to donate specifi-

cally to help cover these costs, please give to Jan Miller in the church office. 

mailto:elaine.bennett@stjohnsgc.org


 

 

LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES (LSS) 
FOOD PANTRIES 

serve people in need by offering a source of nourishment to families who are food inse-
cure by removing the immediate concern of hunger in a way that honors clients’ dignity, 
offers hope, and makes nutritious food more readily available to families and individu-
als who need it.  
 
St. John’s has a group of individuals who volunteer once a month at the 

Food Pantry on Champion Avenue.  We are looking for others to join the group.  It’s very 
easy work – helping the clients shop.  (There is no heavy lifting.)  We arrive at the Pantry by 
10:00am and are done around 2:30pm.  And yes – we are allowed to take a lunch break! 
 
Our work schedule is set up months in advance.  If we could get more volunteers, your com-
mitment could be more like one day every other month. 
 
We hope you take a minute and consider joining the Food Pantry volunteers.  If you are interested in hear-
ing more details or signing up, please call either Barbara Armentrout (614-875-2985) or Bonnie Swanson 
(614-875-1392). 

Grove City High School STAR  eCycle Fundraiser 
(Success Through Academic Recognition) 

 
In honor of Earth Day 2017 GCHS STAR is holding an eCycle Fundraiser on April 29 from 9am 
to 4pm at the high school.  

 
Drop off old computers, old cell phones, empty toner and ink cartridges, cable boxes, VCR, DVR, flat screen 
TVs and monitors.  Also cable modems, old networking equipment, and old computer cables.  Proceeds will 
be used  to fund scholarships for outstanding GCHS Student Scholars.  

 

GIFTS GIVEN AS OF MARCH 12, 2017 
Memorial Fund 
Given in memory of Jean Sheldon by Suzie Long. 
Given in memory of Mary Meyer by Ike and Shelah Stage.  
Given in memory of Betty Breckenridge by David and LaRae Helsel. 

Given in memory of Raymond Ruoff, Sr. by Pam, DJ, and Justin Brannon; Ike and Shelah Stage; Bill and 
Janet Lotz; Genevieve Sheets, Ed and Glenda Sheets, and Ron and Pat Churchill; David and LaRae Helsel; 
Norma Ruoff Pitts; and Joan Eyerman. 
 

Organ and Refurbishing Fund 
Given in honor of Pastor Don and Glenda Allman and their years of service to St. John’s by Alice Katterhen-
rich. 
Given in memory of Florence Hutson by Jim and Carol Rorick; and Suzie Long.  
Given in memory of Raymond Ruoff, Sr. by Nancy Mellen; Nanciann Bowles; Alice Katterhenrich; Beth Kat-
terhenrich; and Suzie Long.  
 

Wycliffe Bible Translators, Stephen and Rachel Katterhenrich Outreach 
Given by the Wednesday Night Small Group, and the Chapel Sunday School Class  
 

Youth Designated Fund 
Given for Adventure Club in honor of Pastor Scott Ness by John and Judy Lechner. 



 

 

 

 

 

“For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God 
to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding.”  ~Colossians 1:9 

 

I felt called to be a part of the Mexico Mission Family almost a year ago.  Since I was a part of the Alaska Mis-
sion Team in 2013, I figured I had a great idea of what to expect and what the experience would bring for the niños as 
well as myself.  I had talked to people who had been to Mexico in the past, listening to their stories as they shared their 
pictures with me.  They answered all of my questions, and I felt confident that I was ready and well prepared.  I was anx-
ious about the language differences creating a barrier since it had been nearly 20 years since I last sat in Spanish 
class.  I was also nervous about crossing the border.  However, I was reassured that all would be well and felt a bit 
more at ease. 
            Our time in San Diego doing final preparations before heading to Rancho Genesis went well, and our travels 
across the border couldn’t have gone any smoother, helping to reduce some anxiety I had about the trip.  When we 
pulled in to the camp, it was what I had expected:  dusty from the dirt since they have little rain, yet beautifully simple 
and surrounded by some of the most breathtaking hills and “mountains” I had ever seen.  As we waited for the niños to 
arrive, I wondered who I would be paired with, if we would be able to communicate, make connections and spend quali-
ty time together in just 5 short days?  Would I be able to help build their faith and show them God’s love in a way that 
they would understand and be able to carry with them beyond this week together? 
            As the dust rolled up down the road, I knew they were almost there.  We jumped up and down holding signs wel-
coming the niños to camp, and put our arms up high into the air to form a tunnel for them to walk through once they exit-
ed the bus.  It was exciting to see all of their smiling faces, but nerve wracking, too.  I would soon learn that I was paired 
up with two niños, Walter David (10 years old) and David (8 years old). Walter David was back for his second year and 
jumped right in to playing with the other niños, smiling, laughing and having a great time.  On the other hand, it was Da-
vid’s first year, and you could sense how timid, shy and scared he was to be at camp.  He was wearing a winter hat, 
pants, and a fur-lined winter coat, and let’s not forget we were in Mexico and it was the middle of summer!  It was obvi-
ous that he was outwardly expressing how we were both inwardly feeling, too.  He seemed to cling tight to a couple oth-
er girls at camp who I would later learn were his older sisters.  Even through all of the layers, I could tell that he was a 
sweet, tender boy with such a precious little face.  I was hopeful and trusting that the Lord would guide me to help David 
feel more comfortable, at ease, and have a great week. 
            By the next day, David had not only shed his hat and thick coat, but also began talking more and even smiled, 
too! He had such a cute smile with some of his baby teeth missing where adult ones were beginning to poke 
through.  He was so adorable!  We were able to spend the week talking, coloring, playing VBS games, UNO, and rock-
paper-scissors, singing songs, and learning about God.  We climbed the hillside up to the cross stopping to read and 
reflect on several Bible verses along the way.  And guess who was always there, waiting for us at each challenging part 
of the climb to reach his hand out to help David and me…my other niño, Walter David!  It was very sweet to watch him 
run ahead and disappear in the distance with his other friends, and then suddenly reappear next to me to lend a helping 
hand.  Even though he was a typical 10 year old boy who wanted to play and be with his friends, I was also able to wit-
ness the tender, gentle and caring side of him towards others, including those he hardly knew.  Walter David was such a 
helpful friend to David, encouraging and supporting him each time he was scared, challenged, or just needed a little ex-
tra “brotherly” love.  It was beautiful to see their interactions and the growth within them both throughout the week. 
            My entire experience was amazing, not just the time we spent in Mexico, but our time preparing and reflecting in 
San Diego and back at home.  However, our week in Mexico was FUN!  It was FUN:  Faithful, Unbreakable and Nur-
turing.  God’s presence was all around as He worked through us as well as the children for His will and purpose.  The 
faith webbing that occurred and the relationships that were built provided a great foundation to continue to grow from 
and build upon.  No matter the distance that physically separates us from one another or from God, or the situations that 
may arise over the years, the relationships that have been formed and built are unbreakable!  We cared for these chil-
dren as if they were our own.  It was a week of nurturing and fostering their faith and self-worth, but we also got to wit-
ness the love and kindness they had for others.  I am so honored and 
blessed to have been a part of the 2016 Mexico Mission Family…we truly 
were a family in every aspect!  Thank you so much for all of your love, 
prayers and support for our Mission Family.  We wouldn’t have been able 
to have this amazing spiritual experience or impact the lives of some of 
God’s beautiful children in Mexico without you! 
  
Blessings always, 

Jill Althoff 

MEXICO MUSINGS 



 

 

BEACONS and QUILTERS NEWS 
 

    Now is the time to come and check out the Beacons and Quilt-
ers.  Our chief objective is Christian action through love and con-
cern. You can visit for just an hour and then go on your way.  If you 
can visit longer, bring your lunch and stay for a couple of hours.  A 
visit is not a commitment.  We do stamps, labels, cards  and work 

on quilts any Tuesday. On the third Tuesday, we sort donated clothes, also. 
    The annual spring flooding from spring rains will soon start in northwestern Ohio.  LSS Ohio Disaster 
Services are in need of cleaning supplies and buckets. If you have cats, you probably already have empty 
litter buckets sitting around in your way waiting for a second use.  (The buckets seem just too nice to throw 
out.) The heavy, white or yellow plastic cat litter buckets with removable lids are being collected  to be used 
as mop buckets. We are not collecting the large litter jugs with screw-on lids. Please place your buckets in 
the Beacons’ bin in the Link. We are also collecting other cleaning supplies.  Thanks for any donations.  
    The Faith Mission shelter that warehouses our clothing donations is full to capacity with donated cloth-
ing.  We will be giving our donated clothing to other missions and shelters until Faith Mission is in need of 
more clothing.  If you know of a group in need of clothing, please contact the church. We will be taking 
most of the men’s clothing to The Methodist Free Store on Parsons Avenue. 
    We were blessed last month with a large donation of women’s clothing.  This donation was given to a 
newly-formed ministry off Hague Avenue in Columbus.  This endeavor involves helping women adjust to 
life outside of prison.  The women have very limited sources of income and need help with clothing.  This 
donation was much appreciated by the women.  Thank you. 
    The Quilters meet every Tuesday from 9am to 2pm in rooms 103-104. The Beacons meet with the Quilt-
ers on the third Tuesday to sort and bag clothes, cut and sort labels and stamps, and help with projects.  If 
you wish to be involved with the making of quilts, you may hand stitch on a quilt, sort fabric, cut squares, 
arrange the squares into a quilt, sew the squares together, tie the layers together, measure and cut the 
edges, or sew the edges. We sort clothing on the third Tuesday of the month.   All materials are provided.  
We eat our packed lunches around 11:30. Coffee is provided. At the Beacons’ meeting on the third Tues-
day, we take an offering to help support our ministry.                            
          Lord, show me how to serve You by helping others. Amen 

WOMEN OF THE NALC 
 

Here’s a spiritual growth goal: join a Circle of friends.  Elizabeth Circle meets the 1st Mon-
day each month. Sarah Circle meets the 4th Monday each month.  Joining our Circles is an 
easy way to make new friends and grow spiritually.  Contact Nancy Miller at 277-8542, or 
Karen Grossman at 871-1024, for more information. 

 

Sarah  Room (103-4) 
April 24 at 7pm 

Elizabeth (103-4) 
April 3 at 6:30pm 



 

 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
Birthday Reception for Paul Ranke  
2-4pm 
Traditional Worship 6:00pm 
A.A. Serenity Seekers 7:00pm 

5 
BSF 8:30am 
Lenten Service 12:00noon 
Women’s Chorale 5:45pm 
Lenten Service 6:15pm 
Explorers/Energizers 7:00pm 
Chancel Choir 7:00pm 
 
 
 
 

6 
Promise Keepers 7:00am 
Easter Family Fun Night 5:45pm 
Cele. Ringers 6:30pm 
 

7 
Bulletin Team 9:30am 
AA 8:30pm 

8 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 9:00am 
Traditional Worship 6:00pm 
A.A. Serenity Seekers 7:00pm 

12 
BSF 8:30am 
Women’s Chorale 6:00pm 
Chancel Choir 7:00pm 
 
 
 

13 
FAITH MISSION 
Holy Week Breakfast 6:30am 
Cele. Ringers 6:30pm 
Maundy Thursday Service 7:00pm 
 

14 
Holy Week Breakfast 6:30am 
Bulletin Team 9:30am 
Good Friday Service 12:00pm 
Good Friday Service 7:00pm 
AA 8:30pm 

 

15 
Easter Sit-Down Service 1:00pm 
Trad Worship 6:00pm 
A.A. Serenity Seekers 7:00pm 
 

19 
BSF 8:30am 
Women’s Chorale 6:00pm 
Explorers/Energizers 7:00pm 
Chancel Choir 7:00pm 
 
 
 
 
________________________ 

26 
BSF 8:30am 
Women’s Chorale 6:00pm 
BSA Unit Mtg 6:00pm 
Energizers/Explorers 7:00pm 
Chancel Choir 7:00pm 

20 
Promise Keepers 7:00am 
Card Ministry 9:30am 
Children’s Choir 5:15pm 
Adventure Club/Faith Trek 5:45pm 
Cele. Ringers 6:30pm 
 
 
 
_________________________ 

27 
Promise Keepers 7:00am 
Eagle Mailing 9:30am 
Children’s Choir 5:15pm 
Adventure Club/Faith Trek 5:45pm 
Cele. Ringers 6:30pm 

21 
Bulletin Team 9:30am 
OWLS Potluck 11:30am 
AA 8:30pm 

 

 
 
___________________________ 

28 
Bulletin Team 9:30am 
At the Heart of it All Conf. 7:00pm 
AA 8:30pm 

22 
HS Faith & Fun 
HD Hoop-a-Thon—all day 
Traditional Worship 6:00pm 
A.A. Serenity Seekers 7:00pm 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 

29 
Traditional Worship 6:00pm 
A.A. Serenity Seekers 7:00pm 

    



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

2 
Trad Worship 8:15 & 11am 
Sunday School 9:30am 
Men’s Chorale 9:45am 
Contemporary Worship 10:45am 
Community at the Table 12:00pm 
GSA1826 12:30pm 
BSA392 Adult Leaders 5pm 
Adult Basketball 5pm 
HS Bible Study 6pm 

3 
BSF Leaders 8:30am 
First Place 4 Health 1:30pm 
Elizabeth Circle 6:30pm 
Puppets 6:30pm 
HS Bible Study 7:00pm 
 

4 

SCRIP ORDER DEADLINE 
Quilters 9am 
OWLS Planning 12:30pm 
Naloxone-Narcan training event 6pm 
O.A. 6:30pm 
BSA 392 7pm 
Cub Scouts 7pm 
SW Historical Society 7:00pm 
Healing Words Al-Anon 7:30pm 
  

9   PALM SUNDAY 

Traditional Worship 8:15 & 11am 
Sunday School 9:30am 
Men’s Chorale 9:45am 
Contemporary Worship 10:45am 
Adult Basketball 5:00pm 
 
 
______________________________ 

16 
EASTER BREAKFAST 7-10am 
Trad Worship 8:15 & 11am 
Sunday School 9:30am 
Men’s Chorale 9:45am 
Contemporary Worship 10:45am 

________________ 
23  
HS Faith & Fun 
Trad Worship 8:15 & 11am 
Health Screenings 9:30am 
Sunday School 9:30am 
Men’s Chorale 9:45am 
Contemporary Worship 10:45am 
Adult Basketball 5:00pm 
 

10 
EAGLE DEADLINE 
BSF Leaders 8:30am 
First Place 4 Health 1:30pm 
4H Meeting 6:00pm 
Puppets 6:30pm 
Prayer/Bible Study Group 6:30pm 
Finance Team 7:00pm 
HS Bible Study 7:00pm  
_______________________________ 

17 
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED TODAY 
BSF Leaders 8:30am 
First Place 4 Health 1:30pm 
Puppets 6:30pm 
Respect Life Team 7:00pm 
HS Bible Study 7pm 
 

________________________________ 

24   
BSF Leaders 8:30am 
First Place 4 Health 1:30pm 
4-H Mtg 6:00pm 
Puppets 6:30pm 
Sarah Circle 7:00pm 
Council 7:00-pm 
HS Bible Study 7:00pm 
 

11 
Quilters 9:00am 
Fat Quarters Quilt Guild 5:00pm 
OA 6:30pm 
BSA 392 7pm 
Cub Scouts 7pm 
Healing Words Al-Anon 7:30pm 
 
 
_____________________________ 

18 
Beacons/Quilters 9am 
OA 6:30pm 
Mom2Mom 6:30pm 
BSA 392 7:00pm 
Cub Scouts 7:00pm 
Healing Words Al-Anon 7:30pm 

 
______________________________ 

25 
Quilters 9am 
FLC Kitchen Cleaning 9:00am 
OA 6:30pm 
BSA 392 7:00pm 
Cub Scouts 7:00pm 
Healing Words Al-Anon 7:30pm 

30 Trad Worship 8:15 & 11am 

Sunday School 9:30am 
Men’s Chorale 9:45am 
Contemporary Worship 10:45am 
Adult Basketball 5:00pm 
HS Bible Study 6:00pm 
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Adventure Camp and Upper Camp will be held at Lutheran Memorial 
Camp in Fulton, Ohio, June 23rd – 25th.  Our theme this year is Maker Fun 
Factory:  Created by God, Built for a Purpose.  Registration forms are on the 
youth office door.  Talk to Laurie Pecuch about details.  Experience faith! Have 
fun!  Build your faith web!  
 
SPACE IS LIMITED! REGISTRATION CLOSES WHEN ALL AVAILABLE 

CAMP SPACES HAVE BEEN FILLED or May 1st (whichever comes first).  TALK 

TO LAURIE TODAY at lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org or 614-620-2669.   

 

THE SUMMER SERVICE TRIP is July 5
th
, 6

th
, and 7

th
.  Our home-base this year is St. John’s! We 

do meaningful service and have lots of fun together.  A typical day starts at 9am.  At 10pm you can 
spend the night with us or go home to sleep.  Attending all three days is suggested, since sites de-
pend on us coming to help out.  Adults/Parents are needed to help transport to sites and you’re wel-
come to serve with us.  The Summer Service Trip is geared towards 7

th
 and 8

th
 graders, but we wel-

come high school students and adults.  For more details, contact Gary Pecuch. 
 
THE ACADEMY AT HEARTLAND is a faith adventure and leadership training for students 
completing grades 8—12.  Dates are June 5th through the 8th.   Experience all the adventures 
of Heartland (you’re going to love this place), spend quality time with friends, while building faith and 
developing skills that will benefit you throughout life.  If you had to choose just one summer experi-
ence, we’d recommend this one!  For more details, talk to Gary or Laurie.  
 
TRANSFORMATION ZONE is a weeklong high school experience (July 9 – 14) based in 
Marysville, Ohio.  You will work with other youth groups on various service projects throughout cen-
tral Ohio.  The deadline for this experience has passed, but we still need an adult male to join us for 
the week.  Talk to Diana Imbrock for details.   
 

 
Parents of 6

th
 Graders:  It is time to start thinking about confirmation for your son 

or daughter.  Confirmation typically begins in August of a student’s 7
th
 grade year.  

If you fit the bill and plan to be a part of the catechism program next fall, please get 
your email address to Gary…he has some “save the date” type information to get to 
you.  His email is gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org. 
 

 

It’s time to reconnect to the Kroger Rewards Program!  April is the month that everyone enrolled 
in the program needs to reconnect their Kroger plus card to St. John’s in order for us to continue to 
receive the rewards.  You can reconnect your card to St. 
John’s (or join the program) at https://www.kroger.com/
communityrewards  
 

The St. John’s code number is 81452.  If you need help 

connecting, contact Laurie.   

mailto:lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org
mailto:gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org
mailto:gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org
mailto:lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org
mailto:dimbrock@stjohnsgc.org
mailto:gpecuch@stjohnsgc.org
https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards


 

 

 

  

SCRIP makes a great graduate gift! Consider purchasing scrip cards 
from the youth department.  Scrip has cards for everything from i-tunes, to 

gas cards, to the major stores, to the favorite restaurants.  Obtain an order 

form from the youth office door (top slot).  Return scrip forms and payment to 

the church office or a paid youth staff person.  Scrip orders are placed on the 

first Tuesday of the month and orders arrive within the week.    

  

Applications for the Lutheran College Tuition Grant for fall semester should be filed by May 15
th

 

with the church office.  If you’re a member of St. John’s and attending a Lutheran affiliated school 
then your school likely offers a matching grant up to $500. Get your application from the church office.  

 

Interested in having your group, class, or family decorate wooden boards for the bed brigade? All 
you have to do is cover pre-cut boards with encouraging words, bible verses, and drawings, as well as, 

take a moment to pray for the recipient of your handiwork.  It’s that easy.  To set up a Bed Brigade Board 

Decorating Time, see Laurie Pecuch or contact her at lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org.  All supplies are provided.    

  

Youth Ministry Friendly Reminders  

 SCRIP order deadline is April 4
th
.  

 Easter Family Fun Night is April 6
th
.  

 No youth groups on April 12
th
 and 13

th
.  It’s Holy Week!  

 High School Faith-N-Fun is April 22nd & 23rd.   

 Last Adventure Club and Faith Trek for this school year is  

April 27
th
.    

 Summer Camp deadline for Adventure Camp and Upper  

Camp is May 1
st
 or when all available space is filled.    

 The Academy at Heartland deadline (grades 8 – 12) is May 1
st
.   

 SCRIP order deadline is May 2
nd

.  

 Last Explorers and Energizers for this school year is May 3
rd

.    

Graduate Blessing Sunday is May 7
th
.  

  

HIGH SCHOOL FAITH-N-FUN is April 22
nd

 and 23
rd

.  Details and permission slips are on the youth office 
door.  Let Laurie know you can come by texting her at 614-620-2669.  You don’t want to miss out!  Con-

tact her today!  Parent and adult help always welcomed.  Contact Laurie at lpecuch@stjohnsgc.org or 614

-620-2669.    

  

  



 

 

Mother’s Day Bouquets and Goods!  

Lilli Ferguson, eighth grader, has a heart for missions and is organizing our Mother’s Day flower and bake sale to 

benefit the Alaska and Mexico short-term missions.  Lilli is gathering the baked goods, but she needs your help.  

Consider donating a home-made baked item.  Please include an ingredient list (for those who have food aller-

gies). Your items should be dropped off by 12:00 noon on Saturday, May 6th.  The sale will take place before and 

after the services on Saturday and Sunday, May 6th and 7th.  To donate, complete the 

salmon sheet in the worship bulletin or stop by the confirmation room on Sunday mornings 

and talk to Lilli.    

The bake sale and flower sale will be on Mother’s Day weekend, before and after all 

worship services, in the link and north entrance   Be sure to get the flowers you 

want to give to that special mom, aunt, grandma, or person in your faith web.  Complete 

your pre-order below and drop off in the church office or place in the offering plate.  Dead-

line for Mother’s Day orders is Sunday, April 30th.  

You can pick up your pre-ordered flowers Mother’s day weekend before and after all wor-

ship services.  We will also have single carnations for $1 each, as well as some wrapped 

spring bouquets ($15 each).  There will be limited number of these flowers.    

Need your flowers BEFORE Mother’s Day weekend OR would like to order something special?  For spe-

cialty orders or delivery, call Rita Bausch at 614-701-8902 and mention “St. John’s Missions” when you order.  

Rita is a member of St. John’s and owner of Prairie Flowers and Gifts. She is partnering with us on this sale.  

Thank you Rita!  

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

PRE-ORDER MOTHER’S DAY FLOWERS  

Deadline: Sunday, April 30th.  

Your Name:  _________________________________________________________  
 
Your phone number:  __________________________________________________  

 
Please mark item(s) you would like to order.    

_____  $25 A colorful spring mix of fresh flowers, arranged in  a basket.  
______$25 A colorful spring mix of fresh flowers, arranged in a vase.  

______ $15 Wrapped assortment of colorful fresh flowers to put in your favorite vase.  
______ $15 Two violets in a basket with bow.  
______ $40 Garden mixed pot, assorted blooming annuals come in a 10 inch pot, ready to set on 

your porch.  
 

I will pick up my flowers in the (mark one)  ___ Link  ___ North Entrance  
 
Checks made out to:  “St. John’s Lutheran”   

 

For specialty orders and delivery within the Grove City area, call Rita Bausch at 614-701-8902 and 

be sure to mention “St. John’s Missions”.    

Thanks for supporting the St. John’s mission teams.  

  



 

 

  
  

The article below is written by Alli Brace, a junior at GCHS and confirmed member of St. John’s.   
Alli is the daughter of Shawn and Suzie Brace and older sister to Will Brace.    

 

  

There are many different reasons why students miss school. There are doctors’ 
appointments and family emergencies, among other things; but, have you ever 
thought that maybe some kids don’t come because they simply do not have any-
thing to wear?  According to probation officers at the Franklin County Juvenile Detention  

Center there are some children in our very own community who miss school for exactly this 
reason. Many students wear the same thing to school every day and the clothes they do have 
are so outdated that other students make fun of them.   
  
In an effort to counteract this problem, probation su-

pervisor Jan Maloney partnered with Dr. Kelley 
Zyniewicz to form what is called “The Boutique”; a 

place where juveniles can go and pick out things up-

on their release from the detention center. The Bou-
tique is run by volunteers and can only provide what 

is donated to them which is why we need your help.  

  
Being a student in today's society comes with many mental and physical pressures that cause 

insecurities. Our goal is to help boost the confidence of these teens by giving them the tools to 

be successful; to give them the opportunity to dress for success. This is not only a good way to 
start back into their normal lives but to also make going to school a little less stressful.   
  

This being said, here at St. Johns we will be collecting new or gently used cloth-
ing from April 23 through May 21 to donate to the Boutique. The clothing should 
be trendy and fit for teens between the ages of 12-18. They also accept toiletries 
such as soap, lotions, shampoo, deodorant, and laundry detergent. We would 
love to have your support in our effort to help these struggling teens. Thank you.  
  

Feel free to contact us with any questions!  
  
Alli Brace                                       Erin Hartig  

614-571-9740                               614-406-2296  



 

 

The Gospel lesson appointed for the first Sunday in Lent (Matthew 
4:1-11) set the tone for our Lenten journey together. Just as Jesus 
needed time in the wilderness, so too did Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Elijah, David, Jonah, the people of Israel, Paul, and John the Bap-
tist.  Perhaps the most infamous was the need that Moses had for 
40 years in the desert: a time of rest, repentance, equipping, wan-
dering, learning to listen and to follow God, and the rescue of his 
people.  This time in the wilderness was critical to the mis-
sion.  God’s principle shows us: “Before we go out, we must come 
in.” So we see how the Lord brought Moses into the secret place 
of communion with himself prior to sending him out to Israel and 
Pharaoh.  The Lord has a training school.  He says, ‘Come into 
my presence.’ Satan will, of course always seek to reverse the 
procedure, reminding us all the time of the needs of the world and 

of the desperate necessity to get on with the work…But the Lord says, ‘No, come and stand with me for a 
bit.  Come and listen to me.’ Service begins in the presence of the Lord, spending time alone with God.  And now 
we approach a new exodus.  The fulfillment and ultimate rescue of the people of God. 
 

His response to Satan’s temptation was to explain that “man does not live by bread alone but by every Word that 
proceeds from the mouth of God.”  As Jesus was sustained by God’s word, so too are we.  As we study the Gos-
pels, we find that Jesus quotes the Psalms more than any other book in the Old Testament.  After all it was his 
“hymnal” and “prayer book.”  We’re told to keep these words on our hearts and minds – like getting a song stuck 
in our head.  What if we used these psalms enough to get them stuck in our minds?  What if they became our 
songs?  Our prayers?   
 

Psalm 1:1-2 says: ‘Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sin-
ners or sit in the seat of mockers. But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law, he meditates day and 
night.’ It’s a beautiful picture of the Christian walk, of discipleship. But what you have to understand is what the 
psalmist was talking about. You see the word that we translate to ‘meditate’ in English is the word ‘Hagah’ in He-
brew. And it has a much deeper meaning than our modern day word ‘to meditate.’ You see the word ‘hagah’ is 
an onomatopoetical word in Hebrew. It’s one of those words that represents the sound that is being made. In 
Isaiah 31:4, it’s translated as ‘growling’ like a lion ‘growls’ right before it catches its prey. Or in Psalm 38:14, it is 
the same word that is used: ‘taste and see that the Lord is good.’ You see, our stomachs should be hungry and 
growling for the Word.  As we wander in the wilderness together as a community, our focus each week in wor-
ship during this Lenten season has been centered around the appointed Psalm for the day. Prayers of confes-
sion, salvation, praise, relief, and hope. Learning again and again and again to be hungry for the Word of God. 
 

Because Jesus accomplished the work of our salvation on the cross, our prayer is that corporately – and individ-
ually – we may find our ultimate rest in Him, as we work out the wilderness together. And that during this time of 
Lenten fasting and renewal, we may truly find refuge in God’s Word, sustaining us in the desert as we are sent 
out. 
 

To help us in this endeavor, we invite you to join us the first Sunday of each month for “Community At the Table.”  
Gathering in the Family Life Center (Gym) together for a very informal time of community, food, and fun. A 
chance to connect, continue conversations, and let the kids run around and play together! 
 

Practically speaking – we ask that people please RSVP so we know how much food to order (send an email to: 
ngrossman12@gmail.com or RSVP on the St. John’s Facebook Page). We simply ask that people donate a few 
dollars each to cover the cost of what their family eats on Sunday. 
 

Why gather? Len Sweet, in his book “Tablet to Table,” writes: “The story of God is full of references to food. 
From the Garden of Eden to the Last Supper to the wedding feast of the Lamb, God sets a table before us and 
invites us to join Him there. Contrast this rich and filling good news with the thin and meager fare to which we’ve 
become accustomed to in our relationships, in our churches, and even in our families. We consume fast food in 
front of our smartphones, never facing each other, barely acknowledging the existence of one another. We con-
sume bite-size Scriptures and reduce our world so that we can move through it quickly without being distracted 
by the activities that surround us. It’s time to look up from our tablets and notice our neighbors, our loved ones, 

our Lord.” Join us at the table! 

mailto:ngrossman12@gmail.com


 

 

OWLS UPCOMING EVENT – APRIL 21 
 
 

Calling all veterans!!  This isn’t an invitation to our annual veterans’ luncheon but it is an 
invitation to come and listen to a very special Grove City veteran share his story.  Robert 
(Rob) Doremus enlisted in the Naval Aviation Cadet Program on February 22, 1955.  He 
left active duty in 1958 but was recalled to active duty in 1961.  He flew combat missions 
from April 1965 until he was forced to eject over North Vietnam and was taken as a Prison-
er of War on August 24, 1965.  He was held at the same compound as John McCain.  After 
spending 2,730 days in captivity, he was released during Operation Homecoming on Feb-
ruary 12, 1973.  He was briefly hospitalized to recover from his injuries.   
 
As you can imagine there is so much more to the rest of his story and we hope you will 
plan on joining us to hear it.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  It doesn’t matter how young 
you are or if you’re single or married.  We all have at least one thing in common – our faith.  
We love to share our Christian fellowship with old friends and look forward to making new 
friends.  Ask a friend to come with you! 
 
And being good Lutherans - we will enjoy a potluck before our speaker.  Bring your favorite 
covered dish to share.  Fried chicken will be provided.  Our meeting starts at 11:30 am so 
please plan to arrive by 11:15 am.  Use the salmon insert in the church bulletin to sign up 
or call the office to make your reservation.  If you sign up and your plans change, please 
call the church office to cancel.   

CALLING ALL OWLS!  INVITATION TO JOIN THE OWLS 
 

Have you retired recently?  Are you looking for a club, group, etc. 
to get involved in  to share your love of God?   The Older Wiser Lu-
theran Seniors at St. John’s would like to invite all members to join 
the fun and share the Christian fellowship at our monthly meetings.  
An OWL might be a little older in age but we are very young at 
heart.  There isn’t an age requirement but you must be old enough 
to enjoy the friendship and fellowship of others from St. John’s.  
We are a very active group that meets the third Friday of every 
month for either a potluck lunch at the church or an outing to visit 
different interests around the area.   


